


The Contemplative Study of 
Meditations on the Tarot

April 7, 2022

Monthly “Contemplative Salon”



Tonight’s Program

I. Silent Prayer 
II. Breakout Conversations 
III. Understanding Magic and Mysticism



Silent Prayer

22 Minutes (20 + 2 minutes)



Breakout Groups

April 7, 2022

1. What has blessed/inspired/encouraged you about 
Meditations on the Tarot, so far? 

2. What has surprised you, or given you a new insight? 

3. Is there anything about the book you find difficult or 
that you are struggling with?



Seven Definitions of Magic

April 7, 2022

Monthly “Contemplative Salon”



Éliphas Lévi (Alphonse Louis Constant), 1810-1875

“Magic is the traditional science of the 
secrets of Nature which has been transmitted 
to us from the Magi. By means of this science 
the adept is invested with a species of relative 
omnipotence and can operate superhumanly
—that is, after a manner which transcends the 
normal possibility of men.”



“Magic, in its uncorrupted form, claims to be a practical, 
intellectual, highly individualistic science; working towards 
the declared end of enlarging the sphere on which the human 
will can work, and obtaining experimental knowledge of 
planes of being usually regarded as transcendental. It is the 
last descendant of a long line of teaching—the whole 
teaching, in fact, of the mysteries of Egypt and Greece—
which offered to initiate man into a certain secret knowledge 
and understanding of things.” 

Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941)



Aleister Crowley (1875-1947)

“Magic is the science and art of 
causing change to occur  
in conformity with will.”



“Magic is the art of causing 
changes in consciousness in 

conformity with the Will.”

Dion Fortune (Violet Mary Firth), 1890-1946



Starhawk (Miriam Simos), b. 1951

“Magic [is] the art of sensing and shaping 
the subtle, unseen forces that flow 
through the world, of awakening deeper 
levels of consciousness beyond the 
rational. ”



“Magic is a set of techniques and approaches which can be 
used to extend the limits of Achievable Reality. Our sense 
of Achievable Reality is the limitations which we believe 
bind us into a narrow range of actions and successes – 
what we believe to be possible for us at any one time. In 
this context, the purpose of magic is to simultaneously 
explore those boundaries and attempt to push them back – 
to widen the ‘sphere’ of possible action.” 

Philip M. Hine (b. 1960)



Anonymous (Valentin Tomberg), 1910-1973

“Magic, art and giving birth are 
essentially analogous and pertain to 
the same category of projection or 
exteriorisation of the inner life.”



Seven Definitions of Mysticism
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Monthly “Contemplative Salon”



Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582)

“When I was visualizing Christ, or even if I 
was just reading [about Him], a feeling of 
the presence of God would come upon me 
unexpectedly so that I could in no way 
doubt He was within me or I totally 
immersed in Him. This was not a vision. I 
believe they call it ‘mystical theology.’”



“Mysticism is the art of  
union with Reality. The mystic is a 

person who has attained that union in 
greater or less degree; or who aims at 

and believes in such attainment.” 

Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941)



Howard Thurman (1898-1981)

“For our purposes then, mysticism is 
defined as the response of the individual 
to a personal encounter with God within 
his own spirit.”



“The mystic is not a special kind of human 
being, but every human being is a special kind 
of mystic. We all have mystic experiences, and 
in these peak moments, in these peak 
experiences, all of us have this experience of 
being one with all. Those are the moments in 
which we feel most alive, most truly ourselves.” 

David Steindl-Rast (b. 1926)



Dorothee Soelle (1929-2003) 

“The history of mysticism is a history of the 
love for God… For mystical consciousness, 
it is essential that everything internal 
become external and be made visible. A 
dream wants to be told, the ‘inner light’ 
wants to shine, the vision has to be shared.”



“Christian mysticism is a way of life that 
involves the perfect fulfillment of loving God, 
neighbor, all God's creation, and oneself. ... It is 
an ordered movement toward ever higher 
levels of reality by which the self awakens to, is 
purified and illuminated by, and is eventually 
fully united with, the God of love.”

Harvey D. Egan, SJ (b. 1937)



Carl McColman (b. 1960)

“Mysticism includes that dimension of spirituality 
that teaches us how to see, or know, or even 
imagine the hidden God and the hidden ways of 
God. A mystic, therefore, is simply a person who 
has embraced this new way of seeing, this mystical 
dimension of spirituality… Mystical spirituality 
invites us to discover a hidden life of meaning, 
purpose, spiritual consciousness, and joy.”


