
LETTER I 
The Magician, Arcanum of Mysticism 

Quotations for Reflection 

For the Major Arcana of the Tarot are authentic symbols, i.e. they are “magic, mental, 
psychic and moral operations” awakening new notions, ideas, sentiments and aspirations, 
which means to say that they require an activity more profound than that of study and 
intellectual explanation. It is therefore in a state of deep contemplation—and always ever 
deeper—that they should be approached. (pages 3-4) 

Now, it is the Arcana which stimulate us and at the same time guide us in the art of 
learning. In this sense, the Major Arcana of the Tarot are a complete, entire, invaluable 
school of meditation, study, and spiritual effort—a masterly school in the art of learning. 
(page 5) 

A monk absorbed in prayer and an enraged bull are, the one and the other, concentrated. 
But the one is in the peace of contemplation whilst the other is carried away by rage. 
(page 9) 

True concentration is a free act in light and in peace. It presupposes a disinterested and 
detached will… It is the silenced will which effects the silence of thought and imagination 
in concentration. (page 9) 

Concentration without effort is the transposition of the directing centre of the brain to the 
rhythmic system—from the domain of the mind and imagination to that of morality and 
the will. The great hat in the form of a lemniscate which the Magician wears, like his 
attitude of perfect ease, indicates this transposition. For the lemniscate (the horizontal 
eight; ∞) is not only the symbol of infinity, but also that of rhythm, of the respiration and 
circulation—it is the symbol of eternal rhythm or the eternity of rhythm. (page 10) 

One may say that the entire being becomes like the surface of calm water, reflecting the 
immense presence of the starry sky and its indescribable harmony. And the waters are 
deep, they are so deep! And the silence grows, ever increasing…what silence! Its growth 
takes place through regular waves which pass, one after the other, through your being; one 
wave of silence followed by another wave of more profound silence, then again a wave of 
still more profound silence…Have you ever drunk silence? If in the affirmative, you know 
what concentration without effort is. (page 10) 

With time, the silence or concentration without effort becomes a fundamental element 
always present in the life of the soul. (page 11) 



The changing of work, which is duty, into play, is effected as a consequence of the 
presence of the “zone of perpetual silence”, where one draws from a sort of secret and 
intimate respiration, whose sweetness and freshness accomplishes the anointing of work 
and transforms it into play. For the “zone of silence” does not only signify that the soul is, 
fundamentally, at rest, but also, and rather, that there is contact with the heavenly or 
spiritual world, which works together with the soul. (page 11) 

We declare that the world is not a mosaic, where a plurality of worlds which are 
essentially strangers to one another are fitted together, but that it is an organism—all of 
whose parts are governed by the same principle, revealing it and allowing reduction to it. 
The relationship of everything and of all beings is the conditio sine qua non of their 
knowability. (page 12) 

Now, if there exists a law of conservation of matter and energy (although matter transforms 
itself into energy and vice versa), there must necessarily exist also a law of conservation of 
consciousness, or immortality. (page 16) 

Just as the magician or juggler has had to train and work for a long time before attaining 
the ability of concentration without effort, similarly he who makes use of the method of 
analogy on the intellectual plane must have worked much—i.e. to have acquired long 
experience and to have accumulated the teachings which it requires—before attaining the 
faculty of immediate perception of analogous correspondences, before becoming a 
“magician” or “juggler” who makes use of the analogy of beings and of things without 
effort as in a game. (page 19) 

The little child does not “work”—he plays. But how serious he is, i.e. concentrated, when 
he plays! His attention is still complete and undivided, whereas with he who approaches 
the kingdom of God it becomes again entire and undivided. And this is the Arcanum of 
intellectual geniality: the vision of the unity of beings and things through the immediate 
perception of their correspondences—through consciousness concentrated without effort. 
The Master did not want us to become puerile; what he wanted is that we attain the 
geniality of intelligence and heart which is analogous—not identical—to the attitude of the 
child, who carries only easy burdens and renders all his yokes light. (page 20) 

The Magician represents the man who has attained harmony and equilibrium between the 
spontaneity of the unconscious (in the sense given to it by C. G. Jung) and the deliberate 
action of the conscious (in the sense of “I” or ego consciousness). His state of 
consciousness is the synthesis of the conscious and the unconscious—of creative 
spontaneity and deliberately executed activity. (page 20) 

May the first Arcanum of the Tarot be always present before us as a kind of “guardian of 
the threshold”; may he invite us to cross the threshold of work and effort in order to enter 
into activity without effort, and knowledge without effort, but may he at the same time 
warn us that the more we go beyond the threshold, the more work, effort and experience 
on this side of the threshold will be indispensable for the attainment of real truth. (page 
21)


