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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee::  

Good day MASITE members and friends!  I hope 
this newsletter finds you happy and healthy. 
 
I cannot believe how much of 2021 has already 
flown by.  MASITE certainly has been no 
exception to the rule – while 2020 may have had 
us all take a pause, by the time this year has 
come around, the pace has certainly come back. 
 
Within this issue, you will be hearing about a lot 
of great activities and events that have occurred 
or are planned for our Section.  I want to thank 
each, and every person involved with these 
events, as these things do not happen by 
themselves.  We are very proud of the content 
that we have been able to provide virtually.  A 
special thank you to Sid New and all the Mid-
Colonial District Annual Meeting volunteers – 
once again, MASITE was very well represented. 
 
As our District representative and past president 
Steve Palmer alluded to in our last edition, the 
COVID vaccine has certainly improved our lives 
over the last few months, and the continued 
reopening of our region is certainly something 
we are all excited for. We are very excited to 
have our first in-person events this summer as 
we plan our soon-to-be announced Annual 
Meeting. An insider tip – block off the last 
Sunday and Monday in September and plan to 
be in Philadelphia those days. 

I would also be remiss if I did not thank everyone 
that makes the MASITE engine go. I'd like to 
thank our fantastic board and committees who 
do so much behind the scenes work to make 
sure we are as strong as we can be, our 
volunteers who always answer the call to lend a 
helping hand, and our sponsors who have stood 
by us through COVID.  We hope to increase our 
sponsorship value over the coming years, and 
I’d like to thank Lindsey Klein for leading our 
efforts with that.   

I am not quite at the stage where I’m ready to 
look back at my time on the MASITE board yet – 
but I’m extremely encouraged to see new faces 
stepping up to help, and old friends re-engaging 
with the Section.  Stay tuned – we are working 
on a program to connect you both. 
 
I hope each of you has a wonderful summer! 
  

  

Mahmood Shehata 
2021 MASITE President 
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President  

Mahmood Shehata, P.E., PTOE 
RK&K 

680 American Avenue, Suite 300 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Phone: (484) 322-2812 
mshehata@rkk.com 

1st Vice President 
Mike Davidson, P.E., PTOE 

PA Turnpike Commission 
700 S. Eisenhower Blvd.  
Middletown, PA 17057 
Phone: (717) 831-7607 

mdavidson@paturnpike.com 

2nd Vice President 
Peter O'Halloran, P.E., PTOE 

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. 
1600 Market Street #520 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Phone: (267) 256-0300 
pohalloran@jmt.com 

 

Secretary 
Rebecca Biro, P.E., PTOE 

RK&K 
8 Penn Center 

1628 JFK Boulevard, Suite 1202 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Phone: (215) 989-4590 

rbiro@rkk.com 

Treasurer 
Megan McDermott  

MS Consultants. 
300 Corporate Center Drive, St 200 

Moon Township, PA 15108 
Phone: (412) 264-8701 

mmcdermott@msconsultants.com 

Immediate Past President/Dist. Rep. 
Steven Palmer, P.E.  
Gannett Fleming, Inc. 
207 Senate Avenue 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 

Phone: (717) 763-7212 
spalmer@gfnet.com 

Eastern Area Coordinator 
Rachel McGuire 

Jacobs Engineering 
2301 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia PA 19103 
Phone: (215) 861-1485 

racheltmcguire@gmail.com 

Central Area Coordinator 
Chad Martin, P.E., PTOE 

Erdman Anthony 
100 Sterling Parkway, Suite 212 

Mechanicsburg PA 17050 
Phone: (717) 766-1741 

martinc@erdmananthony.com 

Western Area Coordinator 
Lindsey Ulizio, P.E. 

WRA, LLP 
2009 Mackenzie Way, Suite 240 

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066 
Phone: (724) 779-7940  

lulizio@wrallp.com 
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District 2 Representative  Steve Palmer  Gannett Fleming  (717) 763‐7212  spalmer@gfnet.com 

2021 MASITE Annual Mtg Chairs 
Hannah Landvater 

Melissa Mo 
RK&K 
JMT 

(717) 216‐5296 
(215) 496‐4764 

hlandvater@rkk.com 
MMo@jmt.com 

2021 Mid Colonial District  
Annual Mtg Chair 

Sidney New  Gannett Fleming  (610) 650‐8101  snew@gfnet.com 

Recognitions/Awards Chair  Nick Ross  HDR, Inc.  412‐497‐6034  nick.ross@hdrinc.com 

Membership Chair  Steve Gault  PennDOT  717‐787‐6988  sgault@pa.gov 

Technical Chair  Joe Fiocco  SAFE Highway Eng.  215‐355‐2089  joe@safehighwayengineering.com 

Educational Outreach Chair  Emily Hoffman  McCormick Taylor  215‐592‐4200  eahoffman@mtmail.biz 

Legislative Affairs   Alex Meitzler  Traffic Planning & Design   610‐326‐3100  ameitzler@trafficpd.com 

Newsletter Editor  Dean Kaiser  McMahon  610‐594‐9995  dkaiser@mcmahonassociates.com 

Website Coordinator  Charles Gushue  McCormick Taylor  215‐592‐4200  cjgushue@mccormicktaylor.com 

Nominations Chair  Sara Patterson  Michael Baker  215‐442‐5321  Sara.Patterson@mbakerintl.com 

Traffic Bowl Coordinator  Nicole Kline  McMahon  610‐594‐9995  nkline@mcmahonassociates.com 

Student Chapter Liaison,  
Univ. of Delaware 

Tucker Smith  McCormick Taylor  302‐738‐0203  tbsmith@mccormicktaylor.com 

Student Chapter Liaison,  
Penn State University 

Greg Frisby  Whitman, Requart  (717) 741‐5057  gfrisby@wrallp.com 

Student Chapter Liaison, 
Villanova University 

Teresa Lord  Pennoni  (302) 351‐5232  TLord@pennoni.com 

Student Chapter Liaison,  
Univ. of Pittsburgh 

Brad DiCola  Gannett Fleming  724‐836‐1972  bdicola@gfnet.com 

Student Chapter Liaison,    
West Virginia Univ. 

VACANT 

Section Advisor  Jenn Walsh  HDR  484‐612‐1105  jennifer.walsh@hdrinc.com 

Eastern Area Engineer’s Club 
Liaison 

Jenn Walsh  HDR  484‐612‐1105  jennifer.walsh@hdrinc.com 



MASITE INTERCONNECT  

Page 3 

MMAASSIITTEE  NNEEWWSS  

2021 Annual Meeting 

MASITE is excited to announce that this year’s annual 
meeting will take in Philadelphia at the Hilton Philadelphia 
at Penn’s Landing on September 26th and 27th!! We are 
looking forward to an afternoon/evening of socializing and 
re-connecting on the 26th before a full day of sessions on 
the 27th! "It's been a long 18 months and we are excited 
for the opportunity to get back together in this format 
safely again. We will ensure the meeting is planned with 
the safety of our attendees in mind and we are excited to 
be able to bring this to everyone." The annual meeting 
committee is hard at work to plan what will most certainly 
be a fun and informative meeting! Keep an eye out for 
updates and registration for the meeting in the coming 
weeks. In the meantime, we are currently accepting 
abstracts for the meeting – please check out the most 
recent MASITE email for details about the call for 
abstracts! Contact Hannah Landvater at 
hlandvater@rkk.com if you have any early questions. 

 

2021 MASITE Central PA Area 

February 2, 2021- PA AV Summit Series 1 webinar 

On February 2, MASITE partnered with ITSPA to host the 
first webinar in a 6-part series convened by the 
Pennsylvania Automated Vehicle Summit. The PA AV 
Summit aims to foster a wider public understanding and 
dialog around the benefits and issues related to AV 
Technologies. This webinar titled “Infrastructure 
Readiness: Planning & Deployment” featured panelists 
from several public agencies and included a Q&A session 
with attendees. This topic sparked a strong interest with 
over 200 attendees from a wide variety of backgrounds 
including consultants, state DOTs, municipal governments, 
academia, and the automated vehicle industry. 
 
March 4, 2021- PA AV Summit Series 2 webinar 

On March 4, MASITE worked with ITSPA and the PA AV 
Summit team to host the second webinar in the 2021 PA 
AV Summit Series. This webinar was a panel discussion 
format and focused on the topic of “Safety-Validation”. 
Panelists for the webinar provided several viewpoints on 
safety in the first portion of the webinar based on their 
diverse industry backgrounds. The panelists included 
representatives from self-driving technology companies, 
an insurance underwriter, and a director of an automated 
vehicle safety consortium. The last portion of the webinar 
was spent listening to the panelists answer questions from 
the audience. 
 
2021 MASITE Eastern Area 

The Eastern Area Committee has been busy the first half 
of the year.  The team has been coordinating events that 
highlight more than just traffic engineering, encompassing 
more of the “T” in Institute of Transportation Engineers. 
  
 

An Afternoon with Regional MPO’s – March 24, 2021 

An Afternoon with Regional MPO’s included presentations 
and a brief discussion from four regional MPO’s on 
important initiatives and everyday challenges facing each 
organization.  Big thanks to the planning committee 
(Andrew Thomson - Urban Engineers, and Jennifer 
Marandino - SJTPO) and the panelists.  Panelists included 
Becky Bradley, Executive Director of Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission (LVPC), Tigest Zegeye, Executive 
Director of Wilmington Area Planning Council 
(WILMAPCO), Jennifer Marandino, Executive Director of 
South Jersey Transportation Organization (SJTPO) and 
John Ward, Deputy Executive Director of Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC).  We had almost 
100 registrants for this event and hope to do this again! 

A Day in the Life of a Transportation Professional, 
MASITE Employer Panel for Students and Young 
Professionals – April 16, 2021 

This Employer Panel event brought together a diverse 
cross-section of transportation professionals from both the 
public and private sectors for a virtual roundtable. 
Panelists with a variety of experience levels and 
professional focus areas discussed their career path, 
pivotal moments, lessons learned, and a typical day in 
their professional life.  This event was followed by a virtual 
networking session in Gathertown and offered randomly 
selected gift cards to participating college students.  
Students from Rowan University, Drexel University, 
University of Delaware, Villanova University, and the 
University of Pittsburgh were in attendance. Huge thanks 
to speakers Joe Banks (PennDOT/DVRPC), Mark 
Luszcz (DelDOT), Stephanie Zolnak (PennDOT District 
11), Nick Ross (City of Pittsburgh), Hannah 
Landvater (RK&K), and Chris Gorski (McCormick Taylor) 
who provided thought-provoking content and a glimpse 
beyond undergrad civil engineering courses.  This event 
involved a lot of coordination and was a team effort by our 
planning committee and student Liaisons including Teresa 
Lord (Pennoni), Brad DiCola (Gannett Fleming), Greg 
Frisby (WRA), Tucker Smith (McCormick Taylor), and 
George Shackil (Imperial Traffic and Design), and 
Mahmood Shehata (RK&K). 
  
MASITE’s joint event with ASHE First State and the 
Chesapeake Chapter of ATSSA – April 22 

DelDOT's Safety Program Manager, Jeff Van 
Horn, reviewed the current work zone crash data trends 
and highlighted DelDOT's new smart work zone initiatives. 
The presentation coved work zone inspection highlights 
and lessons learned. 
  
Schuylkill River Trail and MLK Drive Walking Tour and 
Social – June 17 (rescheduled date) 

Will Cowan and the Bicycle Coalition of Greater 
Philadelphia led the walking tour by highlighting historic 
bridges along the Schuylkill River Trail, and highlighting 
the multimodal capacity and usage analysis of MLK Drive.   
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What’s Next? 

Joint meeting with ITE MET Section – Future of Transit – 
July 14th (Look out for more info!)  
 
2021 MASITE Western Area 

The western area hosted Mr. Jason Molinero, PE on 
January 14th, 2021. Jason is the Deputy Director of 
Engineering at the Allegheny County Department of Public 
Works. His webinar presentation discussed the challenges 
of 2020 and the road ahead in 2021 for the Department. 
The webinar was well attended with over 100 registrants 
from all areas of MASITE. 
 
 
IITTEE  NNEEWWSS  

Congratulations are in order to the incoming 2022 
International President-Elect, Beverly Kuhn, Ph.D., P.E., 
and International Vice President-Elect Rosana Correa, 
P.E., PTOE! 

MASITE is represented on the International level with 
Jeffrey R. Riegner, P.E., AICP, PTOE representing our 
Mid-Colonial District as International Director and Eric 
Rensel as Coordinating Council Chair 

 

TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN  SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT  

MUTCD 11th Edition  

On 14 December 2020, The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) announced a notice of proposed 
amendments (NPA) to the 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD).  
According to the FHWA, “The purpose of the NPA is to 
revise Standards, Guidance, Options, and supporting 
information relating to the traffic control devices in all parts 
of the MUTCD. The proposed changes are intended to 
update the technical provisions to reflect advances in 
technologies and operational practices, incorporate recent 
trends and innovations, and set the stage for automated 
driving systems as those continue to take shape. These 
proposed changes are being designated as the 11th 
edition of the MUTCD.”  

While there are many proposed changes to the current 
MUTCD, several notable items are shown below:  

 An updated table for minimum sheeting retroreflectivity 
values  

 New allowances for sign sizes and standard variations 
for signs  

 Standard signs and traffic signal operation for flashing 
yellow arrow indications  

 Policies for maintaining and operation changeable 
message signs (CMS)  

 New standards for longitudinal pavement markings 
that would impact construction and maintenance costs  

- Most notable: Normal width lines shall be 6 inches 
wide for freeways, expressways, and ramps; 6 

inches for all other roadways with speed limits 
greater than 40 mph; 4 to 6 inches for all other 
roadways.  

 Retroreflectivity standards for pavement markings (still 
in development)  

 New content to provide agencies with general 
considerations for vehicle automation; this includes 
guidance for signs, markings, signals, and temporary 
traffic control devices  

The March 15, 2021 deadline for comments on the 
proposed amendments was extended to May 14, 2021, 
due to the increased stakeholder interest in providing 
input. The final publication release date is December 14, 
2021. The rulemaking docket that contains the proposed 
amendments, comment form, MUTCD proposed text 
(mark-up and clean versions), proposed figures/tables,  
etc. can be found here: 
https://beta.regulations.gov/docket/FHWA-2020-
0001/document 
 

 
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI) is an employee-owned 
(ESOP) multidisciplined engineering company with a mission 
of providing professional services with an exceptional 
commitment to quality. With a staff of over 1500 professionals 
including engineers, planners, scientists, technicians, 
draftspersons, and inspectors in 55 offices nationwide, GPI 
offers a full range of transportation engineering services 
including highway design, bridge design and inspection, 
hydraulic engineering, traffic engineering, environmental 
studies, surveying and photogrammetry, construction and 
coatings inspection and management.   

Since 1966, GPI has designed, managed, and supported 
our clients on a wide array of projects. Our experts provide 
comprehensive engineering, design, planning and 
construction management services to all levels of 
government and industry.  GPI consistently achieves 
acclaim in Engineering News Record Magazine’s “Top 500 
National Design Firms” in several categories. Our 
Pennsylvania transportation practice specializes in the 
design of roadways, design and inspection of bridges, and 
contractor services, including alternate delivery methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.gpinet.com to learn more about GPI and all 
career opportunities. 
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NNEEWWSS  YYOOUU  CCAANN  UUSSEE  

Pennsylvania Transit Embraces New App to 
Streamline Travel 

1/19/2021 https://www.govtech.com/ 

Residents in several small cities in south-central Pennsylvania 
can now ride transit buses with greater ease by using a new 
app-based digital ticketing system, as well as trip-planning and 
bus-tracking tools.  

Transit agencies large and small have been increasingly willing 
to adopt enhanced technology as they navigate the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant decline in ridership in 
many cities.   

“We see a lot of opportunities here to start a program that 
shows the benefits of smart technology, with transit,” said 
Miroslav Katsarov, CEO of Modeshift, a transit tech company 
providing digital ticketing and other services for the South 
Central Transit Authority (SCTA).  

SCTA supports several transit organizations across Berks and 
Lancaster counties. Together, the network operates more than 
200 transit vehicles, serving some 5.1 million riders annually.  

The new system offers account-based fare collection with a 
reloadable card, trip planning, real-time ridership reports, and 
contactless ticketing. The tickets can be accessed via 
smartphone or a conventional paper ticket with a printed 
barcode. And, of course, cash payments are still accepted, 
said Greg Downing, director of operations for the agency. 

However, riders have quickly taken to the new technology, he 
added, noting roughly 90 percent of riders are now using the 
products.   

“Using Modeshift, customers have a number of ways to be 
contactless on the bus, including buying passes and validating 
the fare using your cellphone,” he explained. “We planned and 
executed a marketing campaign to explain the new payment 
option and how it works, signed up and assisted customers in 
downloading the new technology, then took time explaining the 
benefits and safety during this pandemic.”  

Complicated, multi-year technology projects are often too 
daunting for small transit systems, which is why proposals 
requiring little in the way of development, implementation, and 
in-house technology expertise are more easily embraced by 
smaller cities. 

The new system in Pennsylvania was rolled out, in part, as a tech 
solution to help beef up transit’s response to the COVID-19 crisis.   

“During the pandemic, our leadership team and executive 
director were thinking of different ideas to reduce COVID-19 
exposure,” said Downing. “Actions such as putting driver 
barriers on buses, hand sanitizer stations near the front and 
back doors, and HEPA filters on all buses, spoke to our 
commitment of safety on our vehicles during this pandemic.”  

The Modeshift technology, which allows for a more contactless 
experience, was seen as an extension of these preventive 
measures, he added.  

“Depending on the specific case, some people are kind of 
encouraged to proceed with their contactless plans because of 

COVID… That’s a major boost that’s provided by the situation,” 
said Katsarov.  

Similarly, in Dayton, Ohio, transit officials recently turned to 
transit tech company Masabi to introduce an app-based 
ticketing system, which also ensures that a customer’s fare is 
capped at $3 per day or $30 per month — equal to the cost of 
a monthly pass. The technology integrates into the Transit app, 
which offers trip planning and integration with other modes like 
Link Dayton Bike Share, Spin, Lyft, and Uber. 

 

PennDOT begins task of selling the importance of 
bridge tolls 

1/21/2021 https://www.post-gazette.com/ 

As it pushes to begin charging tolls to replace or upgrade nine 
major bridges across the state, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation will spread a message that is part public 
education and part sales pitch. 

Under its Pennsylvania Pathways program to find other 
revenue sources for transportation projects, PennDOT 
announced Thursday it will prepare federal paperwork to begin 
charging tolls of $1 to $2 on nine bridges. Under a public-
private partnership, a private developer will replace the bridges 
and be responsible for their upkeep for up to 30 years and the 
state will use the toll proceeds to pay for the work. 

The proposed tolling sites in Western Pennsylvania are the 
Interstate 79 interchange at Bridgeville in Allegheny County 
and two sets of bridges on Interstate 80, Canoe Creek in 
Clarion County, and North Fork in Jefferson County.  

The department will deploy staff at virtual meetings across the 
state beginning this week as it conducts federally required 
meetings about the proposed toll sites. They also will serve as 
an opportunity to convince the public about PennDOT’s 
funding crisis, the importance of using tolls to fund the work, 
and the potential reduction in state-funded local road work if 
the agency does not find other revenue sources. 

“It’s very important for us to educate people on what our needs are,” 
said Ken McClain, director of PennDOT’s Alternative Funding 
Program, created last fall. “Transportation funding is very, very 
complicated. People think they understand it, but they really don’t.” 

In fact, Mr. McClain maintains, transportation right now may be 
a bargain. The average motorist spends about $380 a year on 
gasoline taxes, he said, about 1.5 to two times less than they 
spend for utilities such as natural gas and electricity. 

Mr. McClain, Transportation Secretary Yassmin Gramian, and 
other PennDOT officials who spoke at news conferences last 
week in each district where proposed tolling sites are located 
repeated the same facts and figures about the agency’s 
financial troubles. The biggest factor is the state’s reliance on 
the federal and state gasoline tax for 74% of its revenue. 

Because the taxes haven’t gone up in decades and electric 
and more fuel-efficient vehicles have reduced gas usage, the 
taxes are generating less money now than they used to. As a 
result, the state estimates it has transportation needs of about 
$15 billion a year and has only about $6.9 billion available. 
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“The gap gets worse every year,” Mr. McClain said. “We are 
seeing reduced revenues at the gas pump. But we have an 
enormous responsibility to the traveling public.” 

Pennsylvania takes care of 41,000 miles of roads, fifth highest 
in the country and more than New Jersey, New York and the 
New England states combined. It’s also responsible for the 
third-highest number of bridges, 25,400, more than half of 
them at least 50 years old and 2,500 in poor condition, second 
highest in the country. 

The state has made progress on bridges, reducing the number 
in poor condition. One strategy involved a similar public-private 
partnership where one construction group replaced more than 
500 small, similar bridges and will maintain them for 30 years. 

But there are other factors that hurt the agency’s funding. 
Because it neglected work on the interstates for many years 
while it waited for federal funds that never came, the state in 
2019 decided it had to shift $3.15 billion to interstate work 
instead of local upgrades through 2028. Without interstate 
improvements, PennDOT officials were concerned that the 
Federal Highway Administration would take away the state’s 
other federal transportation funding. 

Additionally, the Pennsylvania Turnpike’s requirement to pay $450 
million a year mostly for public transit drops to $50 million in mid-2022, 
and the Legislature hasn’t determined how it will replace that money. 

And due to reduced driving during the pandemic, the department 
expects to lose $500 million to $600 million in gasoline tax 
revenue for the fiscal year ending June 30. Federal stimulus funds 
are expected to replace just over $400 million of that. 

As result, Mr. McClain’s job is to identify other revenue 
sources, and that begins with tolling bridges. If tolling is 
approved at all nine sites, the funds will pay for $1.6 billion to 
$2.2 billion worth of work and allow the agency to use gas tax 
money for other projects. 

With an additional $2.2 billion, the department could repave 
1,900 miles of roads or install 6,600 miles of guiderail. The 
department claims every $1.5 billion spent on roadwork 
generates 15,656 jobs and $3.28 billion in economic output. 

PennDOT refers to tolls as “user fees” that directly charge 
those who benefit from using the bridges. The agency 
purposely chose projects throughout the state rather than 
concentrating them in one area so motorists in one region 
don’t face a larger burden. 

If tolls pay off the construction and maintenance costs before 
the 30-year agreement ends, Mr. McClain said, the department 
is committed to using the additional money for other 
improvements in the same PennDOT district. 

Tolling is part of a growing trend, Mr. McClain said. Across the 
country, 195 roads, 137 bridges, and 15 tunnels generate 
about $22 billion annually through tolls. 

As part of the review process, the agency is required to study 
the potential impact of motorists trying to avoid toll points by 
using local roads. If it finds that would create significant 
congestion, it will make improvements to the local roads or 
drop the idea of tolling.  

Mr. McClain said this push to charge user fees on the 
interstates is different than former Gov. Ed Rendell’s effort in 

2008 to toll I-80. That would have been part of an experimental 
program that no longer exists, he said, but the agency now 
allows user fees if a project meets federal criteria. 

Mr. McClain and others will be responsible for making sure the 
tolling projects meet federal and public approval. 

“We cannot afford to let these major bridges fail,” he said. 
“They are of paramount importance to us and we can’t afford 
to have them unavailable.” 

 

SEPTA to Stop Accepting Paper Tickets on Regional Rail 
Effective April 2 

March 29, 2021  https://www.septa.org/ 

With the SEPTA Key Card Travel Wallet available for Regional 
Rail, SEPTA will no longer accept paper tickets on Regional 
Rail trains or at the turnstiles at the Center City Regional Rail 
stations on Friday, April 2. 

SEPTA announced in October that the Authority would begin 
to phase out the use of paper tickets with the launch of the 
SEPTA Key Card Travel Wallet for Regional Rail in July 2020. 

Customers with paper tickets can return them to SEPTA for a 
refund. 

“We encourage our riders to make the switch to SEPTA 
Key,” said SEPTA General Manager Leslie S. Richards. “By 
using a SEPTA Key Card, customers get the lowest 
possible fare, including deeply discounted single-trip prices 
with the Travel Wallet.” 

In addition to being the most affordable way to travel on the 
system, SEPTA Key enhances health and safety protections in 
place for customers and employees by reducing the need for 
in-person transactions. 

With SEPTA Key, riders can take advantage of the following 
fare options: 

- Pay as they go with Travel Wallet 

- Load a Weekly (56 rides) or Monthly (240 rides) TrailPass 

- Load a One Day Independence Pass (10 rides) 

- Load a Three-Day Independence Pass: Bundles three 
One Day Independence Passes together at a discounted 
rate. Can be used on any three days a customer chooses. 

All of these options are available on Regional Rail and Transit 
(bus, trolley, and subway/elevated). 

SEPTA would like to remind customers that at the start of their 
trip, they should tap the platform or turnstile validator at their 
boarding station to open their trip. After exiting the train, riders 
should tap off at the platform or turnstile validator before 
leaving to close their trip. 

Registering a Key Card protects the fares in the event it is ever 
lost or stolen. Customers who register their Key Card within 30 
days are refunded the $4.95 purchase price in the Travel Wallet. 
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Bensalem Unveils New Traffic System Technology Being 
Used To Improve Safety Around Schools 

March 22, 2021    https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/ 

BENSALEM, Pa. (CBS) — Bensalem is now using smart 
technology to improve safety around schools in the township. 
On Monday, officials announced the start of a new traffic system 
that deployed 27 beacons around the township’s 14 schools. 

These beacons use cameras and radar to provide live traffic 
information to police. 

The goal is to cut down on speeding and other dangerous driving 
in school zones, like drivers who pass school buses illegally. 

“This cutting-edge solution will minimize and mitigate the 
possibilities of something not good happening,” said Dr. 
Samuel Lee, the superintendent of Bensalem School District. 

“They saw a problem and they said let’s fix it because students 
are our number one priority to make sure these kids are getting 
to school and getting home safely,” said Fred Harran, 
Bensalem Township’s public safety director. 

With the new system, police will be able to control traffic lights 
using an app on their smartphones. 

Drivers will also get visual feedback of their speeds as they 
drive in these areas. 
 

Pa. State Police: highway safety is no joke, but memes 
may be the answer 

April 15, 2021  https://www.abc27.com/ 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (WHTM) — The Pennsylvania State 
Police is rewarding up to $1,500 in prize money for contest 
winners who submit the best short YouTube video or meme 
stressing the importance of highway safety. 

Teens in Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin and Perry counties 
are encouraged to join the “Teen Traffic Safety Video and 
Meme Contest” by producing a short YouTube video or meme 
that educates teens on the consequences of risky driving. 

Entries can fall under three topics. 

 Being a Good Passenger 
 Driving Comes with Responsibilities 
 Eating & Drinking (non-alcoholic) While Driving 

Contest registration will end on May 8, 2021 and entrants must 
register to enter the contest by emailing 
highwaysafety@atspa.org. 

A complete list of contest rules and details can be found here. 

https://6ec1b5f6-85f3-4228-b9cc-
8e2016e03455.filesusr.com/ugd/a361fd_db2d285cda4e41ee8
f1ec5d748bb63d2.pdf 

Police stress the importance of safe driving habits considering 
the number one cause of death and serious injuries of teens in 
the United States is due to traffic crashes. 

 

 

Can't (Always) Drive 55: How Fast You Can Go on I-76 
Will Soon Be Variable 

April 8, 2021  https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/ 

The speed limit could soon be changing as you drive along 
the crowded Schuylkill Expressway. 

PennDOT officials activated 72 variable speed limit (VSL) 
signs over a 14-mile stretch of Interstate 76 from King of 
Prussia, Montgomery County, to the U.S. Route 1 
Interchange in Philadelphia. 

The signs, starting next month, could vary the speed limit 
between 35 mph and 55 mph on the busy highway that 
serves around 130,000 drivers daily. 

During a testing period lasting until May 10, the speed limits 
will remain static (55 mph in Montgomery County and 50 mph 
in Philly) eastbound and westbound as PennDOT analyzes 
data from a Queue Detection and Warning (QDW) system 
that was also installed, PennDOT said. 

The month-long testing period will also give drivers time to 
adjust to electronic signs that will deliver alerts on lane 
closures and other slowdowns. 

"These devices will help reduce congestion and greatly 
improve safety by warning drivers of changing conditions 
based on a real-time expressway, traffic, and weather 
events," PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Gramian said 
Thursday. “This is one of the ways we are using 
operational strategies and technologies to actively manage 
travel and traffic flow along this critical corridor.” 

The goal of lessening stop-and-go traffic could help reduce 
rear-ended crashes that plague I-76. 

"According to PennDOT data, there were 2,580 reportable 
crashes on I-76 in Montgomery County from 2015 through 
2019," the agency said in a news release. "Of those, 1,741 
were rear-end crashes. VSL deployments in other states 
have been shown to reduce crashes by as much as 30%." 

Don't think that you can ignore the speed limit if it dips 
below the established 55 mph or 50 mph. 

“Speed limits posted to the new VSL signs on I-76 will 
serve as enforceable, regulatory speed limits, not 
recommended speed advisories,” Pennsylvania State 
Police Captain Robert Krol said. 

The project, which is part of the Transform 76 plan, began 
in 2018 and cost an estimated $10.5 million, PennDOT 
said. The next phase of the plan includes using the 
shoulder of the highway as an extra lane. 
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Pa. Turnpike meeting expectations since initiating toll-
by-plate method 

April 21, 2021  https://www.abc27.com/ 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (WHTM) — The Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission says it’s on track with its 
expectations after initiating toll-by-plate 10 months ago. 

But E-ZPass is still the preferred method, and only about 
15% of its customers use toll-by-plate. 

In January, E-ZPass rates increased by 6%, while there 
was a 45% hike for toll-by-plate. 

“Some customers who have E-ZPass can save a much as 
nearly 60% on their tolls over a toll-by-plate and so that’s 
an important distinction and that’s a key reason we 
continue to see more and more people sign up for E-
ZPass instead of a toll-by-plate,” Pa. Turnpike 
spokesperson Carl Defebo said. 

The commission says it has collected 95% of all revenue 
from customers. They have the authority to suspend 
vehicle registration if a driver has a number of unpaid toll-
by-plate invoices. 

 

So far, Roosevelt Boulevard speed cameras are 
slowing drivers down 

May 11, 2021  https://www.inquirer.com/ 

The number of speeding citations on the boulevard has 
dropped 93%, a sign that enforcement cameras are 
beginning to slow drivers. 

 

Speeding violations on Roosevelt Boulevard plummeted 
93% in the first nine months after automated enforcement 
cameras were installed on one of the most dangerous 
stretches of road in the state, the Philadelphia Parking 
Authority reported Tuesday. 

Citations for drivers traveling at least 11 miles over the 
posted limit fell from 224,206 during June, the first month 
cameras were activated, to 16,776 speeding violations 
issued during February, the last month for which complete 
figures were available, the PPA said. 

The numbers were included in a 32-page report filed with 
Gov. Tom Wolf and state legislators under the terms of the 

2018 law that authorized the use of speed cameras on the 
boulevard. The Inquirer obtained a copy of the report. 

“It’s had a substantial impact,” said Scott Petri, executive 
director of the PPA, which administers the cameras. “We 
were surprised at how quickly speeds came down.” 

Officials acknowledged that stay-at-home orders and 
telecommuting spurred by the COVID-19 pandemic 
reduced traffic volume on the boulevard during the study 
period. But the rate of speeding among the drivers who 
were on the road clearly did drop, the report noted. 

For the first 60 days of the pilot project, Roosevelt 
Boulevard drivers were mailed citations when they were 
electronically clocked traveling more than 11 mph over the 
posted limit, but they were not fined until August. 
Violations carry fines of $100 to $150, depending on how 
fast a car is traveling. 

So far, the cameras have generated about $13.1 million in 
revenue for PennDOT, after the expenses of administering 
the program. The money finances a traffic-safety grants 
program. 

Fine income has leveled off in recent months, Petri said, 
adding that the goal was not to make money for the city 
and the state. 

“We want it to decline,” he said. “We don’t want violations. 
We want safer drivers. … It’s about saving lives.” 

In August, the PPA issued 84,608 violations, which 
amounted to a reduction of 63% compared with June 
2020, during the warning period. 

The speed cameras are part of Philadelphia’s Vision Zero 
policy, adopted by Mayor Jim Kenney’s administration, to 
reduce traffic-related deaths to zero by 2030 via 
engineering changes that slow vehicles, more 
enforcement, and public education. 

There are 32 cameras spread among the eight 
intersections on Roosevelt Boulevard, tirelessly clocking 
speeds and snapping pictures of license plates to track 
vehicle registration information. Though speeding drivers 
are fined, they get no points on their licenses for violations 
issued by the cameras. 

The roadway has 12 lanes and long stretches without 
traffic signals and whisks vehicles from the heart of 
Philadelphia to Bucks County and back. Though built like a 
highway it runs through densely packed residential 
neighborhoods. Even though posted speeds are 40 mph 
and 45 mph along the route, traffic typically moves faster. 
Crosswalks are daunting. 

In 2018, for instance, 18 people were killed in traffic 
accidents on the boulevard, including pedestrians, 
according to PennDOT. Eight died in 2019. Last year, 14 
people died on Roosevelt Boulevard, according to 
unofficial statistics kept by a traffic safety group. 

 

 

Cameras at Devereaux Avenue have recorded the most 
violations at the highest rates of speed, the PPA report said. 
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Among the authority’ recommendations: Installing more 
cameras along the corridor, especially between Banks 
Street and Devereaux Avenue, and consideration of a 
traffic signal between Strahle and Woodward Streets. 

Excessive speed played a role in 31% of U.S. traffic 
fatalities from 2005 to 2014 — or 112,580 deaths, 
according to a 2017 National Transportation Safety Board 
study. Investigations by others, including the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, have attributed a 
smaller number of fatalities to speeding. 

“A lot of people are worried about automated enforcement 
technology, but it’s been proven to work in other states and 
around the world,” said Randy LoBosso, policy director for the 
bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia, which lobbied for the 
law. “It brings down speeds, and our focus is safer streets.” 

Speed cameras continue to be controversial, with opponents 
characterizing them as sources of revenue for the governments 
that install them rather than public safety measures. It took a 
concerted battle to get authority for the cameras from the state 
legislature, which for about five decades has resisted allowing 
local police departments to use radar. 

https://beta.regulations.gov/docket/FHWA-2020-
0001/document  
 
 

  

EENNGGIINNEEEERR  TTEEAASSEERRSS!!  
 

Parking Problems 
 

The probability of finding the parking slot occupied is 1/3. 
You find it empty for 9 consecutive days. Find the 
probability that it will be empty on the 10th day. 

 
Throw It Overboard! 

 
You’re in a boat and you throw out a suitcase. Does the 

water level increase? 
 

Which Switch? 
 

In front of you are three light switches. Only one does 
anything, and it turns on the light downstairs. From where 
you are standing, you can't see the downstairs light, and it 

makes no sound. You must determine which switch 
operates the light, BUT you can only go check it once. 

How do you figure out which switch is for the light? 
 

Answers will be revealed in our next newsletter! First 
person to answer each these correctly will be featured in 

our next edition. Please email me at 
dkaiser@mcmahonassociates.com 
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MMAASSIITTEE  SSPPOONNSSOORRSS  

TThhee  MMAASSIITTEE  BBooaarrdd  iiss  eexxttrreemmeellyy  aapppprreecciiaattiivvee  ooff  aallll  tthhee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  iinnddiiccaatteedd  bbeellooww!!  
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuuppppoorrtt!!  
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IINNTTEERRCCOONNNNEECCTT  EENNDDIINNGGSS   

What better way to end this edition then with my favorite mode of transportation, trains!! Just recently spent a week in 
Colorado and rode a couple neat ones again!!! 
 
The Broodmoor Manitou-Pikes Peak Cog Railroad... 
 

 
Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad... 
  

 
Georgetown Loop Railroad... 
 

 
Hope your summer goes well with whatever your mode of travel may be!! 
 
Let me also thank the new members on the Newsletter Staff for helping to create this edition... Sabrina Mamo (Carroll 
Engineering), Vichika Iragavarapu (STV Inc) and Eric Klepadlo (Gannett-Fleming).  Welcome aboard (pardon the pun!) and 
thanks again for your efforts! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 
                    
Dean J. Kaiser, P.E., PTOE 
2021 MASITE Newsletter Editor 

MASITE  Interconnect  Info  –  Please  feel  free  to  comment  liberally  on  this  and  any  issue  of  the 
Interconnect.          All  news  and  noteworthy  items  are  still  greatly  appreciated  in  the  next  couple  of 
months  as well  as  information  relating  to  sponsor  companies,  organizations, MASITE members  and 
other Section planned activities.   The deadline for the September 2021 issue will be August 27th.  


