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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee::  

WWhhaatt  aa  yyeeaarr  22002200  hhaass  bbeeeenn!!    II  ddoonn’’tt  kknnooww  aabboouutt  yyoouu,,  bbuutt  
nneewwss  ooff  tthhee  CCOOVVIIDD  vvaacccciinnee  iiss  vveerryy  wweellccoommee,,  aanndd  iitt  ooffffeerrss  
tthhee  bbeesstt  hhooppee  ooff  ggeettttiinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo  aa  nnoorrmmaall  lliiffee..    IItt  rreeaallllyy  
sseeeemmss  lliikkee  vviirrttuuaall  lliiffee  iiss  ggeettttiinngg  oolldd,,  aanndd  ggeettttiinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo  
nnoorrmmaall,,  bbeeiinngg  aabbllee  ttoo  sseeee  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ggoo  ttoo  eevveennttss  aaggaaiinn  
wwiillll  bbee  vveerryy  wweellccoommee..    OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  tthheerree  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  wweerree  
ppoossiittiivvee  aassppeeccttss;;  bbeeiinngg  mmaarrrriieedd  lleessss  tthhaann  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss,,  II  lloovvee  
wwoorrkkiinngg  aatt  hhoommee  aanndd  ssppeennddiinngg  mmoorree  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  mmyy  wwiiffee,,  
aanndd  wwee  wweerree  aabbllee  ttoo  ssppeenndd  mmoorree  ttiimmee  aatt  oouurr  ffaammiillyy  
pprrooppeerrttyy  iinn  nnoorrtthheerrnn  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa..    II  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  wwee  aass  aa  
pprrooffeessssiioonn  lleeaarrnneedd  hhooww  ttoo  wwoorrkk  vviirrttuuaallllyy  ffrroomm  aannyywwhheerree,,  
aanndd  mmaayybbee  wwee  ccaann  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ssoommee  aassppeeccttss  ooff  tthhaatt  eevveenn  
aafftteerr  tthhee  ppaannddeemmiicc  iiss  oovveerr..    II  hhooppee  wwee  hhaavvee  ffiilllleedd  yyoouurr  
eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss  aanndd  oouurr  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  pprroovviiddiinngg  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess..    WWhhiillee  vviirrttuuaall,,  oouurr  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  wwaass  aa  
ssuucccceessss,,  aass  wweerree  oouurr  vviirrttuuaall  llooccaall  eevveennttss..    II  aamm  hhaappppyy  wwiitthh  
wwhhaatt  wwee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  eevveennttss..    WWee  aarree  
ppuurrssuuiinngg  ttaaxx  eexxeemmpptt  ssttaattuuss  wwiitthh  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa,,  wwee  uuppddaatteedd  
oouurr  bbyyllaawwss,,  wwee  rreevvaammppeedd  oouurr  ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  pprrooggrraamm,,  aanndd  
wwee  iinniittiiaatteedd  aann  aannnnuuaall  ttrreeaassuurreerr  aauuddiitt  ttoo  bbeetttteerr  ttrraacckk  oouurr  
ffiinnaanncciiaallss..    II  wwaanntt  ttoo  tthhaannkk  oouurr  bbooaarrdd,,  tthhee  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  
cchhaaiirrss  aanndd  ccoommmmiitttteeee,,  aanndd  oouurr  aarreeaa  ccoooorrddiinnaattoorrss,,  ffoorr  ddooiinngg  
ssuucchh  aa  ggoooodd  jjoobb  aallll  yyeeaarr..      

IItt  wwaass  aann  hhoonnoorr  ffoorr  mmee  ttoo  bbee  yyoouurr  pprreessiiddeenntt  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..    TThhiiss  
iiss  mmyy  99tthh  yyeeaarr  oonn  tthhee  MMAASSIITTEE  bbooaarrdd..    II  hhaavvee  eennjjooyyeedd  mmyy  
eennttiirree  tteennuurree  ooff  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  eennccoouurraaggee  aannyy  
yyoouunngg  mmeemmbbeerr  iinn  oouurr  ffiieelldd  ttoo  ggeett  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  MMAASSIITTEE  oorr  
aannyy  ootthheerr  ssoocciieettyy..    II  aamm  llooookkiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  mmyy  rroollee  nneexxtt  
yyeeaarr  aass  tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt  RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee,,  mmyy  ffiinnaall  yyeeaarr  oonn  tthhee  
bbooaarrdd..    BBeesstt  ooff  lluucckk  ttoo  MMaahhmmoooodd  SShheehhaattaa,,  yyoouurr  pprreessiiddeenntt  
ffoorr  22002211,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ttoo  RRaacchheell  MMccGGuuiirree  ooff  JJaaccoobbss,,  oouurr  
iinnccoommiinngg  EEaasstteerrnn  AArreeaa  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr..    II  wwaanntt  ttoo  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  
tthhaannkk  AAll  FFeeddeerriiccoo  ffoorr  hhiiss  yyeeaarrss  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  ttoo  
oouurr  ssoocciieettyy,,  aass  hhee  ccoommpplleetteess  hhiiss  tteennuurree  oonn  tthhee  MMAASSIITTEE  
bbooaarrdd..      

II  hhooppee  eevveerryyoonnee  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss!!    MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass,,  
HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  aanndd  hheerree’’ss  hhooppiinngg  22002211  wwiillll  bbee  bbeetttteerr  
tthhaann  22002200!!  

Steve Palmer 
2020 MASITE President 
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MMAASSIITTEE  NNEEWWSS  

Hello MASITE Members and Friends, 

Welcome to 2021! I don’t believe there has been a year, 
certainly in my lifetime, that the world has collectively 
looked forward to advancing the calendar to. I’m certainly 
excited and honored to serve as the MASITE President 
this year.   

I’d like to thank our outgoing President Steve Palmer, and 
our outgoing District Representative, Al Federico, for your 
steady leadership in 2020. We all know it wasn’t a very 
easy year to navigate, and your dedication to the Section 
allowed us to thrive. I also want to thank the rest of last 
year’s board, committee members, and all our volunteers. 
We have heard a lot of compliments about the frequency 
and content of our meetings, and all credit for that goes to 
our volunteers. The ability to change and adapt was at the 
heart of our success, so again, a heartfelt thank you!  

I would also like to welcome Rebecca Biro to our elected 
board as Secretary for the 2021-2022 Secretary term. For 
those of you who may not be aware, Rebecca has served 
as our Eastern Area Coordinator for the last two years, 
expanding our event offerings in 2019, and transitioning to 
a largely virtual calendar in 2020. I would also like to 
welcome Rachel McGuire as our new Eastern Area 
Coordinator. Rachel has been a key contributor to that 
Committee, and we are very excited for her to take the 
leadership reigns in that Committee.  

When I got involved with the MASITE board, I never 
thought that living through and recovering from a global 
pandemic would be the primary theme of the year. Yet, 
here we are. The one certain thing we know about 2021 is 
the uncertainty that the year will bring. I can assure you 
though, that our board and volunteers are very hard at 
work to provide the best MASITE experience in 2021 
possible.  

Our goal this year is to provide the best content and 
opportunities regardless of format. We will continue to 
keep an eye on the conditions – and hope to offer 
opportunities for networking and, dare I say, in-person 
events when it is safe and effective to do so. In the 

meantime, we have all learned a lot from the virtual 
experiences we have had in 2020. As a Section, we will 
take the best of what we’ve learned from 2020 and use 
those experiences – for example, webinars and other 
virtual exchanges will continue to offer learning and 
engagement opportunities beyond traditional in-person 
events. We hope that will continue to add value for all our 
members once we emerge from the pandemic. 

I’d also encourage each of our members to take 
advantage of what your ITE membership offers you. Not 
only does it provide you access to our wonderful 
community here at MASITE, there are a number of 
benefits at the International Level, including the Learning 
Hub, Councils and Committees, and the ITE eCommunity. 
These all offer opportunities to connect and learn from a 
community of your peers. 

As a Section, we would not be able to deliver these 
opportunities without the support of our MASITE sponsors. 
I’d like to thank each of you for your support of our 
Section, especially in an uncertain year such as this one. 
We are humbled and will continue to find ways to provide 
you value. 

I’m sure you will be hearing more from us as the year 
moves forward – and please don’t forget to sign up for our 
first virtual event of the year this Thursday, January 14. 
We are pleased to have Jason Molinero, PE Deputy 
Director of Engineering Allegheny County Department of 
Public Works with us.  

Please stay tuned for additional upcoming events, new 
initiatives such as mentoring, and increased engagement 
opportunities. 

Until then, I hope you all stay safe and best wishes for a 
wonderful 2021. 

Sincerely, 

Mahmood Shehata 
2021 MASITE President 
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COMING TO YOU VIRTUALLY 

Announcing the PA AV Summit Series  

The organizers of the Pennsylvania Automated Vehicle Summit are pleased to announce the 2021 PAAV Summit Series, an 
exciting line-up of topic-specific events and discussions throughout the year, leading up to the convening of the fourth PA AV 
Summit being held Oct. 25-27, 2021.  

The PA AV Summit Series features vehicle automation experts presenting webinars, Oxford-style debates, fireside chats, and 
panels providing a diverse range of perspectives on the critical issues and opportunities that AVs offer Pennsylvania and the 
nation. An incredible lineup of engaging and authoritative speakers and topics have been planned throughout the year leading 
up to the 2021 Summit conference. The topics and dates for the Summit Series events are as follows: 

• FEBRUARY 2021: Infrastructure Readiness – Planning and Development  

• MARCH 2021: Safety – Validation  

• APRIL 2021: Work Zones  

• JUNE 2021: Suburban/Rural Applications  

• JULY 2021: Economic Development – Market and Industry Trends  

• AUGUST 2021: Multimodal  

• SEPTEMBER 2021: DARPA Urban Challenge Reunion Panel  

Please join us at as many of these webinars as possible. More information on speakers and times will be sent out in the near 
future.  

Sign up for information at: https://paavsummit.org/stay-informed/ 

 
Mid-Colonial District Info 

Planning is underway for the 2021 Mid-Colonial District 
Annual Meeting scheduled for April 25-27, 2021. Because 
of the pandemic the meeting will be held virtually. There 
will be multiple technical sessions that will be exciting and 
informational, as well as keynote speakers from our 
industry. We will also be having an electronic Happy Hour 
that will give participants the opportunity to socialize with 
each other while enjoying your favorite beverage from 
home! Watch your email in the new year for more details. 
Any questions may be sent to the Meeting Chairperson, 
Sidney New of Gannett Fleming, at snew@gfnet.com. 

 

MASITE Western Area 

2020 events included three meetings: we hosted Jason 
Molinero, the Deputy Director of Allegheny County 
Department of Public Works in January 2020; we had a 
joint meeting with ITSPA on work zone safety presented 
by Dan Farley from PennDOT and Mahmood Shehata in 
March 2020; and then we hosted a Signal Service Inc. 
virtual meeting to discuss radio and communications in 
July 2020. This year we hosted Jason Molinero once again 
virtually on January 14th. 

Lindsey N. Ulizio, Western Area Coordinator 

 

MASITE Eastern Area 

MASITE partnered with StreetLight Data on June 24th for 
a discussion on Estimating Traffic Counts During COVID-
19 with Digital Data Collection. Ted Reinhold, Solutions 
Engineer, and Adam Young, Territory Sale 
Representative, from StreetLight Data presented on how 

harnessing big data can be used to estimate traffic 
volumes without requiring invasive data collection 
techniques. StreetLight Data and the MASITE community 
had an informative discussion on using digital data as a 
substitute for current field counts during a time when traffic 
patterns are far from typical. 

On Wednesday, August 26th, MASITE hosted Lily 
Reynolds, AICP, Deputy Director Complete Streets and 
Casey Ross, Transportation Planner, from the 
Philadelphia office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and 
Sustainability (oTIS) for a discussion on Multi-Model 
Design and Engineering Decisions in the time of 
Pandemic: Re-Imagining the Public Process. The 
discussion focused on their recent work along Washington 
Avenue in Philadelphia. Washington Avenue is a busy 
corridor for vehicular, truck, pedestrian, bicyclists, and bus 
traffic, and it has also been the location of 254 crashes 
between 2012-2018. Ms. Reynolds and Ms. Ross provided 
insight into the design process for this corridor and their 
innovative public involvement process that began in early 
2020 and continued through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thanks to Andrew Thompson (Urban Engineers) for 
helping plan this event. 

Rescheduled from the dinner meeting originally planned 
for April, MASITE partnered with ASHE East Penn to host 
Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director of the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission, for a virtual lunchtime 
seminar on October 6th. Ms. Bradley presented on growth 
and development trends in the Lehigh Valley, particularly 
related to e-commerce, and the 2021-2024 Transportation 
Improvement Program. 

Rebecca Biro, MASITE Secretary 
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2020 MASITE Annual Meeting 

MASITE held its first ever virtual Annual Meeting this year 
from September 23rd to the 24th. The meeting was 
originally scheduled to be in Williamsport, PA but had to 
be moved to a virtual format due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Annual Meeting had a total of four 
sessions over the two-day period which included a total of 
eight speakers. There were two exceptional keynote 
speakers on each day which included Melissa Batula who 
is the Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, and Brad 
Heigel who is the Chief Engineer for the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission. A special thanks goes out to all the 
members of the planning committee who made this virtual 
meeting possible. 

 

MASITE Central Area 

April 15, 2020- AWZSE webinar 

On April 15, MASITE partnered with ITSPA to host a free 
joint technical event on the Automated Work Zone Speed 
Enforcement (AWZSE) program. Mahmood Shehata, 
MASITE’s 1st VP, moderated the event in which 
representatives from PennDOT, the PA Turnpike and 
Philadelphia Parking Authority provided an overview of the 
new policy and early results from deployments of the 
AWZSE technology. This event was held via webinar after 
the planned in person events for the Central and Eastern 
sections were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Although this change in meeting format did not allow for 
the planned demonstration of the technology, we were 
able to host a much larger and more geographically 
diverse audience. This topic generated a large amount of 
interest from other state DOTs. Of the 353 registrants, 
several were from FHWA, neighboring state DOTs and 
other DOTs as far away as Idaho and Arizona.  

May 4, 2020- TE-162 form training webinar 

Building on the success of April’s webinar, MASITE 
partnered with ITSPA to host another free webinar 
technical event. This webinar covered PennDOT's recently 
implemented Temporary Traffic Control Work Zone 
Regulatory Speed Limit Policy (SOL 494-20-02) and how 
to complete the required TE-162 Form. Mahmood Shehata 
moderated the event and presented information along with 
Dan Farley and Brian Crossley from PennDOT’s Bureau of 
Maintenance and Operations (BOMO).  We again had a 
large audience with 221 registrants from the consultant 
community and state DOTs. The webinar was again free 
to encourage participation and offer engineers an 
opportunity to earn required PDH credits with many in-
person events and conferences cancelled due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 lockdown.  

August 25, 2020 Transformational Technology webinar 

During another joint MASITE/ITSPA webinar on August 
25, Mark Kopko, from PennDOT’s Office of 
Transformational Technology, presented updates on 
several initiatives. Topics included connected and 

autonomous vehicles, smart cities, PennSTART, and 
hyperloops to name a few. Attendance was strong with 
approximately 165 registrants. 

September 28, 2020 Traffic Incident Management webinar 

On September 28, 2020 Todd Leiss, from the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike presented on Traffic Incident 
Management (TIM) strategies that the Turnpike employs. 
During this joint MASITE/ITSPA webinar, Todd covered 
some snapshots of TIM training modules to explain why 
traffic incident management is important and how 
transportation professionals can work with emergency 
responders to make our roadways safer.  To wrap up the 
meeting, Todd spent some time fielding questions from 
participants. 

November 2, 2020 TSMO webinar 

For the final joint MASITE/ITSPA webinar in 2020, Ryan 
McNary, PennDOT Manager, Traffic Systems and 
Performance, presented on Transportation Systems 
Management and Operations (TSMO) performance 
changes to business. He explained how PennDOT is using 
crowd-sourced data from platforms such as INRIX and 
WAZE in TSMO data analytics. Ryan also covered how 
volumes on Pennsylvania’s core highway network have 
been impacted due to COVID-19 and how these 
observations can be applied to traffic engineering studies. 
Interest in this area was strong, as we had 225 registrants 
from a mix of consulting, state DOTs and academia. 

 

Please contact any of our current Board members if 
you are interested in participating in any of our 
Society’s Committees or even if you have an inkling to 
join the Board!  We are always looking for more 
volunteers! 
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IITTEE  NNEEWWSS  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
 
Innovative Intersections and Streets 

ITE Virtual Technical Conference - March 23-24, 2021  

The program for the ITE Virtual Technical Conference is 
set! Here is a sneak peek at some of the technical 
sessions. Click here https://www.itetechconference.org/ for 
the entire program overview. 

Keeping up with Speed Management (March 23, 1:30-3:00 
p.m. ET) 

State and national policies are trending towards greater 
flexibility in speed limit setting, which requires new 
strategies for setting appropriate speed limits.  

This session brings together researchers and practitioners 
to discuss new guidance, best practices, and equity 
considerations in managing speeds. It includes a case 
study of how systemic approaches to speed limit setting 
can succeed. 

Adopting to New Challenges: How to Transition a City’s 
Parking Division to a Progressive Curbside Management 
Program (March 23, 4:00-5:30 p.m. ET) 

With the evolution of shared mobility, commercial docking, 
and pending connected and automated vehicle (CAV) 
demands competing with traditional parking at the curb, 
many cities have started to redefine their curbside 
management practices. This session will guide participants 
on how to assess their jurisdiction’s ability to manage this 
change, mapping a path forward towards a successful 
curbside management program. Attendees will also have 
the opportunity to use a tool to self-assess their 
jurisdiction’s parking / curbside management program. 

Policies and Guidance for Advancing Bicyclist and 
Pedestrian Safety (March 24, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. ET) 

A summary of the planned ITE Bicycle Signal Resource 
Hub will be presented, explaining the various topics to be 
included, followed by presentation of two key case studies 
(Portland, OR and Minneapolis, MN) . Practical 
approaches to developing a crosswalk policy, proactively 
improving pedestrian safety, and prioritizing locations 
Implementation will also be described, highlighting the 
latest guidance on crosswalk enhancements to make your 
jurisdiction’s crossings safer. 

Traffic Signal Timing and Performance Measures (March 
24, 1:30-3:00 p.m. ET) 

In this session, several methods of managing and 
adjusting traffic signal timings and delay information in 

close to real time through “Big Data” and/or real time 
intersection monitoring will be described and discussed. 

 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
Notice of Proposed Amendments (NPA) 

On December 14, 2020, the Federal Highway 
Administration published a Federal Register Notice of 
Proposed Amendments (NPA) seeking input on proposed 
changes to the proposed 11th edition of the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). This represents 
the first time the MUTCD will undergo a comprehensive 
update in more than 10 years.  

Comments are currently due on March 15, 2021, although 
ITE and other organizations have requested that this 
deadline be extended; see ITE Community post (ITE e-
Community login required). ITE intends to prepare an 
organizational response to the proposed changes.  

ITE recognizes that we will have the opportunity, through 
our delegation to the National Committee on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD), to provide 
comprehensive and detailed comments on the MUTCD 
NPA, and that individual ITE members also have the 
opportunity to provide specific comments to the Federal 
Register docket. In light of this, ITE’s organizational 
response will be designed to focus on highlighting the 
most important issues and concerns (both where we agree 
with the changes proposed in the NPA and where we do 
not) that impact the ability of transportation professionals 
to provide safe and equitable mobility choices for all users. 
Typically, these will be the issues that will have broadest 
impact on the surface transportation system and the users 
of this system. We will seek input on these significant 
changes from members of our NCUTCD delegation and 
reviewers, relevant ITE Councils and Standing 
Committees, and individual ITE members.  

To that end, ITE members who identify items or issues 
that meet these criteria and should be considered for 
inclusion in the ITE organizational response should submit 
them to mutcd@ite.org. ITE members are also 
encouraged to submit specific detailed comments on the 
MUTCD NPA directly to the Federal Register using the first 
link above. 
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Vision Zero Design Sandbox Competition 

Submissions due April 15 

Expressions of Interest Requested by February 15 

As a leader in the transportation industry, ITE continually 
seeks to bring new concepts, ideas and solutions to the 
forefront. One of these new ideas, created in 2020, was 
the development of the first-ever “Sandbox Competition” 
on Urban Micro-mobility sponsored by the ITE Employer 
Councils.  

In 2021, this competition will be fully supported by the 
Consultants Council and will focus on Vision Zero Data 
Analytics. The goal of the Vision Zero Sandbox Design 
Competition is to think beyond the traditional ways of 
assessing crash data based on historic information and 
move towards a more proactive approach by leveraging 
new near-miss data analytics and technology. 

Participants are challenged to demonstrate how 
automated conflict data being collected through innovative 
technologies can be used to gain new insights into safety 
problems and the selection of low-cost countermeasures 
at intersections. 

There will be separate professional and student 
categories. The top two teams in both categories will be 
invited to present their approach and solutions as part of 
the Joint ITE International and Mountain and Western 
Districts Annual Meeting and Exhibition in Portland and 
take questions from the audience in an open and 
interactive session. The winning teams will be presented 
with an ITE Vision Zero Sandbox Competition Award at 
the ITE Annual Awards Luncheon in Portland, OR on July 
20, 2021. Press and industry announcements will be 
issued highlighting the finalist and winners.  

Important Dates: 

• February 15: Expressions of Interest 

• April 15: Submission Deadline 

https://www.ite.org/membership/sandboxcompetition/?_zs
=FNSdl&_zl=cMUq1 

 

Pete Buttigieg Confirmed as U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation  February 2, 2021 

The Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 
congratulates Pete Buttigieg on his confirmation as the 
19th U.S. Transportation Secretary. ITE looks forward to 
working with Secretary Buttigieg and his team at the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) to advance Vision 
Zero, rebuild our nation’s infrastructure, address climate 
change, and create transportation choices. 

"Secretary Buttigieg brings with him an understanding of 
the important role that transportation plays in our economy 
and how it affects individual businesses, the character of 
communities, and the well-being of our nation," said 
Jeffrey F. Paniati, ITE Executive Director and CEO. "ITE 
looks forward to continuing our work with USDOT to help 
serve all users of the transportation system in an equitable 
way." 

New for 2021...ITE Young Leaders to Follow 

ITE wants to shine a spotlight on the best, up-and-coming 
young leaders 

Purpose: This program will help ITE recognize and 
highlight younger members and introduce them to the 
greater ITE community. 

Eligible Candidates: ITE members who are currently active 
at the chapter, section, district, or international level and 
are 35 years old or younger as of January 1, 2021. 

Application / Nomination Process: Candidates can self-
nominate or be nominated by a peer or employer. The 
application will focus on both professional accomplishment 
and involvement with ITE. The application can be found 
here. 

Timeline: 

March 15 - Application / Nomination Deadline 

April 15 - Selection Committee Evaluation and Selection 
Complete 

May - Announcement of ITE Young Leaders to Follow 

ITE plans to recognize 20 young leaders annually through 
this program. Those selected for ITE Young Leaders to 
Follow will receive discounted registration to the ITE 
Annual Meeting and will be invited to Leadership 
Receptions at the Annual Meeting. 

Click https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-
development/young-leaders-to-follow/ for more information 
on the program. Questions? Contact Colleen Agan at 
cagan@ite.org. 
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ITE INTERNATIONAL ELECTION 

Check your email, all members should already have 
received their ballot... 
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YYOOUU  CCAANN  UUSSEE  

A novel solution to curb phone use by drivers 

https://www.zdnet.com/   4/24/2020 

News flash: Cell phone use by drivers is dangerous. We 
all know that. A 2014 survey conducted by National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) showed 
that 398 drivers were killed and 33,000 drivers were 
injured in accidents due to cell phone usage while driving.  

Some apps, such as Waze and Spotify, disable the full set 
of functionalities while the car is in motion. The intentions 
behind this feature are certainly good, but typically apps 
like these allow the driver to easily opt out of driver mode. 
Apps that sense vehicle motion are also clunky for 
passengers whose access shouldn't be limited. 

Researchers at Carnegie Mellon University have 
developed a novel solution: An app that automatically 
detects whether the user is the driver or a passenger.  

"A practical approach to such a problem needs to be 
lightweight, real-time, and immediately deployable," write 
researchers Rushi Khurana and Mayank Goel in a recent 
paper. "So, we built a software-only approach that phone 
makers can potentially push as a simple update." 

I previously covered another project of Khurana's and Goel's, 
a stationary camera paired with a machine vision algorithm 
that proved better for tracking gym exercises than standard 
wearables. Now the pair from CMU's Human-Computer 
Interaction Institute (HCII) and Institute for Software 
Research is back with another pragmatic solution to an 
everyday challenge -- one that, in this case, could save lives. 

The app utilizes the phone's cameras to continuously 
detect the user's context. It uses common contextual clues 
that are standard across nearly all cars to determine if the 
phone is oriented for use by driver or a passenger. For 
example, the so-called chicken handles overhead, the 
placement of the windows, the orientation of a sun roof -- 
taken together, the app's algorithm can use these clues to 
accurately tell who's behind the wheel. 

"Regardless of the placement of the phone in the car, we 
are at least able to discern between the driver and the 
passenger with 90% accuracy." 

During testing, the researchers used continuous video recording 
to obtain a large dataset of images, however their algorithm 
does not need continuous video for phone usage detection. In a 
real world scenario, a photo can be taken opportunistically 
based on event triggers, such as in-vehicle detection or user 
touch. The data can be featurized and processed in real time 
without storing any sensitive information. 

A fully automated, lightweight, software-only solution such 
as this that leverages the on-board smartphone camera 
could conceivably ship standard with handsets if 
manufacturers were onboard, opening the technology to 
app developers. 

The research is a step in the right direction toward cutting 
down on distracted driving. 

 

 
MCTI freshmen win PennDOT’s Innovation Challenge 
with trash pickup app 

https://www.poconorecord.com/    5/29/2020 

A pair of Monroe Career and Technical Institute students 
took the top prize for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation’s 2019-20 Innovations Challenge with an 
app and website that help motivate litter cleanup. 

The statewide competition challenges students from 
grades nine through 12 to utilize problem-solving and 
creative thinking in order to address real-world issues that 
affect transportation. This year, students had to find a way 
outside of laws, programs and educational campaigns to 
improve litter control along roadways with a solution that 
could be developed in the next five to 10 years. 

Just last year, PennDOT, in partnership with the 
Department of Environmental Protection and Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful, released the results of the 2018-
19 Pennsylvania Litter Research Study, showing that an 
astonishing 502 million pieces of litter were found on 
Pennsylvania roads. Cigarette butts and plastic food 
packaging, bottles and bags were some of the most 
common items found. 

“Our time, resources and money could be better spent in 
ways other than picking up trash,” PennDOT Secretary 
Yassmin Gramian said. “We thank the students and 
mentors who took on this year’s Innovations Challenge 
and developed viable solutions that would help address 
this ongoing challenge.” 

MCTI freshmen Jason Herrera, 14, and Kyle Jones, 14, 
created a website and app called “Pennsylvania Trashout,” 
which motivates individuals to find, report and clean up 
litter with prizes. The pair utilized concepts from the 
popular mobile game “Pokemon GO” and Geocaching, a 
sort of treasure hunt utilizing a global positioning receiver 
or mobile device to find hidden items. 

A team from Seneca Valley High School in PennDOT’s 
Indiana-based Engineering District 10 took second place 
in the competition, and a team from Reach Cyber Chart 
School – featuring students from Clearfield County and 
Lancaster – in PennDOT’s Engineering District 8 earned a 
third-place finish. 

The American Traffic Safety Services Association and the 
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful organization provided a 
combined total award of $3,000 that was divided among 
the top three winning teams. 

Herrera and Jones will also be awarded a trophy for their 
state victory. Regional teams received certificates for their 
wins as well. 

Students were permitted to work in teams of two to four 
individuals to develop their solution to the challenge, and 
had to provide a description outlining their plan, its 
benefits, estimated implementation costs, and a fund 
strategy in 750 words or less. Over 70 entries were 
submitted for the challenge across the commonwealth, 
from which 11 regional winners were selected. 
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Regional finalists had to create a presentation of 15 slides 
or less for their program, in addition to providing models, 
diagrams, videos, or other visuals aids. Though regional 
winners usually present their plans in Harrisburg, the 
COVID-19 pandemic prevented such a gathering, resulting 
in competitors electronically submitting their materials to a 
panel of PennDOT judges to select the top three teams. 

Jones and Herrera’s mentor and MCTI science teacher 
Ross Ruschman originally introduced the pair to the 
challenge, knowing that it was a perfect fit for his go-to 
“computer science guys.” 

Herrera said he was iffy on the idea at first, but was 
quickly inspired when he thought about the state of I-80 
near his home. 

“There was lots of trash and probably some dead animals 
on the side of the highway, and I was like, ‘Why isn’t this 
all picked up?’” Herrera said. “There was some trash that 
was there months ago, and it still wasn’t picked up. So I 
knew when Mr. Ruschman asked me, I had to do 
something about it.” 

Herrera said that he worked as the idea man, and Jones 
handled the site building. In its current state, the site 
features a map with pinned areas marking trash locations, 
a section for upcoming events and challenges, and a 
leaderboard for point totals that updates every five 
minutes. 

Herrera and Jones hope that the site will take off in the 
future, motivating people to actively participate in helping 
their own communities across the commonwealth. 

“Once you do it, once you get it all finished, it feels good 
because now you know you got at least something to help 
the community, all the nature out there,” Herrera said. 

According to a release from PennDOT, the Innovations 
Challenge, now in its third year, not only offers students an 
opportunity to solve real-world transportation issues, but 
also opens up an avenue to exploring employment with 
PennDOT after they graduate. Regardless of whether they 
pursue that path, young innovators like Herrera and Jones 
have already made a significant mark in the field, one that 
will go a long way toward tackling the trash problem in 
Pennsylvania. 

“These student teams can be proud,” Department of 
Environmental Protection Secretary Patrick McDonnell 
said. “We applaud their ingenuity in planning out 
innovative approaches to motivate Pennsylvanians to 
clean up litter and stop littering and educate them in the 
process. 

“Litter undercuts quality of life and the health of our waters 
and soil. It also robs us of community improvements, as 
money that could be spent more beneficially instead goes 
to trash cleanup on roads and in parks and 
neighborhoods. Reducing litter is a big challenge that 
takes this kind of big thinking to meet it.” 

 

 

PA Turnpike Lays Off 500 Toll Collectors, Going All 
Cashless Permanently 

An E-ZPass or TOLL BY PLATE invoice will now be used 

https://kdkaradio.radio.com/  6/2/2020 

HARRISBURG (Newsradio 1020 KDKA) - The PA 
Turnpike is laying off 500 fare-collectors amid the 
coronavirus pandemic and will utilized the cashless, All-
Electronic Tolling system permanently. 

The decision was unanimously approved by Turnpike 
commissioners on Tuesday. 

“I deeply regret that we have reached this point, but the 
world has been irrevocably changed by the global 
pandemic,” said PTC CEO Mark P. Compton. “This 
pandemic had a much greater impact than anyone could 
have foreseen. The PA Turnpike has not been spared 
from COVID-19.” 

In addition, cash will no longer be accepted on the 
turnpike. Drivers will either have to use an E-ZPass or a 
PA Turnpike TOLL BY PLATE invoice that will be sent in 
the mail. 

Employees were informed of the move earlier on Tuesday 
and the layoff process will begin this week. 

“This is a painful day for all of us at the Commission,” said 
Compton. “I want to thank these men and women for their 
dedication and hard work over the years; I assure them we 
will continue to assist them during this transition.” 

The original plan was to begin layoffs in early 2022 but 
was accelerated by the pandemic. 

Because of the pandemic, traffic on the turnpike has been 
down nearly 50 percent compared to 2019 with revenues 
dropping over $100 million for the fiscal year that ended on 
May 31. 

“From the start, we have taken a phased, deliberate 
approach to offset revenue loss that offers a degree of 
flexibility to adapt depending on the crisis’ duration,” 
Compton said. “To date, the Commission has taken 
several steps to cut costs. However, it has become clear 
these steps are not enough.” 

 Measures the Commission has taken to mitigate the 
pandemic’s impacts include: 

•  cutting capital spending by 25%; 
•  reducing operating expenses 
•  instituting a hiring freeze 
•  offering a voluntary-retirement program 
•  delaying its July transit-funding payment of $112.5 

million to the Commonwealth. 
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xBridge Takes Command of Airport Evolution 

November 9, 2020 https://blueskypit.com/ 

The next step forward at Pittsburgh International Airport 
will lead the airport industry into the future from inside the 
Airside Terminal. 

PIT’s latest transformative venture is the xBridge, a 
10,000-square-foot innovation center custom-built to 
nurture the evolution of the industry and inspire creative 
solutions to aviation’s many challenges.  

“The xBridge is a physical manifestation of the innovative 
mentality we’ve been cultivating here at PIT for years,” 
said Katherine Karolick, Senior Vice President of 
Information Technology. “This will be a proving ground for 
new technology that will benefit the airport, our airline 
partners and the passengers we collectively serve.”  

Commonly found in the tech sector, innovation centers 
bring various aspects of the product development process 
together into one space devoted to maximizing 
brainpower, resources and testing new ideas in real time. 
For example, the xBridge will contain maker space, an 
open design studio, and mockups of the various parts of 
an airport, such as concessions and the arrivals area.  

“Innovation centers spark creativity. You can’t plan 
innovation,” Karolick said. “You need to create an 
environment and ecosystem to make it happen.  This 
space has everything we need to tap into the collective 
brainpower of our industry and region, design innovative 
solutions, and accelerate the development of those 
solutions.”  

PIT has been at the cutting edge of the industry with 
several recent initiatives, including Neighborhood 91, the 
first development in the world dedicated to industrializing 
the additive manufacturing industry; a first-of-its-kind 
microgrid that will power the entire airport via onsite 
natural gas wells and solar panels; and automated floor 
scrubbers augmented with UV lights to set the standard for 
maintaining clean and healthy terminals. 

Like those milestones, the xBridge will be an integral part 
of the airport—in this case, at the end of Concourse B. 
The focal point of the center will be the xGate, a functional 
boarding gate that will operate as a working lab to test out 
concepts to improve air travel, Karolick explained.  

“The xGate will be able to simulate a real, active gate and 
holding area,” she said. “And then we can actually test 
innovations on pilot flights coming in with our airline 
partners.”   

Working in tandem with other companies on initiatives will 
be a key part of the xBridge’s success. As the airport itself 
has become a testing ground for new technology, 
including robotics and AI, this innovation center will focus 
those efforts into a space custom-built for ideation, 
experimentation and collaboration. Partner companies will 
be announced in the coming months.  

 

“Not only does that environment breed ideation, it also 
creates targeted solutions at a lower cost with a quicker 
development schedule,” Karolick said.  

“I’m really excited to see how the solutions we develop in 
the xBridge will directly impact passengers and make for a 
safer, more enjoyable experience for them,” she said. “But 
I’m also excited to see how those ideas set new standards 
and spread through, and even beyond, our industry.” 

 
PennDOT exploring options to raise money including 
using GPS to track, tax road usage 

November 18, 2020    https://www.wpxi.com/ 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — PennDOT officials are exploring 
new ways to raise money to offset the agency’s losses 
made worse by the coronavirus pandemic. 

In addition to that, other options PennDOT is considering 
are: 

 Spot tolling: collecting fees from drivers passing 
through a specific location such as a tunnel or bridge. 

 Managed lanes: additional lanes on a highway where 
traffic can be regulated by charging a toll. This gives 
drivers the option of paying a fee, carpooling or using 
the regular lanes. 

 Rush hour pricing: users are charged based on the 
congestion of the highway 

 Corridor tolling: similar to what is in place on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike 

 Road user charges: uses GPS technology to track the 
number of miles you drive wherein drivers would face 
a small fee for each mile they drive during the year 

 Fee & tax increases: increasing vehicle-related fees 
and/or increasing various taxes, except for the gas tax 

PennDOT blames shrinking gas tax and federal money as 
a main reason it is facing an $8.1 billion shortfall in its 
annual highway and bridge transportation funding. A news 
release from the agency said federal funding rates have 
not changed for years and gas tax revenue has “become 
increasingly unreliable.” 

All of this has been worsened by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 74% of PennDOT’s funding comes from the 
gas tax. With COVID-19, people are driving less which 
means fewer fill-ups at the gas pump and less tax money 
as a result. 

According to PennDOT, the state ranks second in the 
nation in the terms of bridges in poor condition. Many 
interstate bridges were designed in the 1950s and 1960s 
and are approaching the end of their life-cycle. 
Additionally, Pennsylvania has five of the top 100 “truck 
bottlenecks” in the country. 
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SEPTA, Amtrak, PennDOT to Improve Signaling on 
Harrisburg Line 

November 17, 2020 https://www.railwayage.com/ 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 
(SEPTA), in conjunction with Amtrak and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT), will upgrade the 
signaling and train control system between Paoli and 
Overbrook, along the Harrisburg, Pa., (Keystone) Line, an 
extension of the Northeast Corridor. 

The Harrisburg Line runs from Philadelphia’s 30th Street 
Station to Harrisburg, and serves Amtrak’s Pennsylvanian 
and Keystone Service intercity rail in partnership with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Between Philadelphia 
and Thorndale, the line also hosts SEPTA’s Paoli-
Thorndale regional rail. 

The new equipment will “enable greater operational 
flexibility and higher operating speeds, and will help 
reduce delays for Amtrak and SEPTA passengers,” 
Amtrak said. 

Work will be completed using a $15.9 million Federal-State 
Partnership for the State of Good Repair Grant that the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) awarded to SEPTA 
in October. 

“The signal system upgrades that will be made possible 
through this grant will significantly improve service 
reliability for SEPTA customers,” said SEPTA General 
Manager Leslie S. Richards, one of the Railway Age 2020 
Women in Rail honorees. 

Added Ray Lang, Vice President of State-Supported 
Services for Amtrak: “This project is a critical step forward 
in a renewed effort between Amtrak, PennDOT and 
SEPTA to optimize the Harrisburg Line for all of our 
passengers and will generate benefits worth four times the 
project cost. Not only will this project improve reliability 
and throughput on the Harrisburg Line, an additional 
benefit will include operational flexibility on the line during 
outages, which is key to many PennDOT and SEPTA 
sponsored projects in the coming years.” 

SEPTA, Amtrak and PennDOT have committed resources 
to enhance rail service and bring critical infrastructure to a 
state of good repair through a variety of phased projects, 
according to Amtrak. Among them: 

 Amtrak and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
partnered on the electrification of the Harrisburg Line. 

 With previous funding from the FRA Federal-State 
Partnership for State of Good Repair Grant program, 
PennDOT, Amtrak and SEPTA are restoring a third 
track and upgrading signals on a 10-mile segment of 
the Harrisburg Line west of Paoli. 

 PennDOT, Amtrak and SEPTA recently teamed on 
several Harrisburg Line station improvement projects, 
including Paoli and Ardmore. 

In other developments, Railway Age recently reported that 
U.S. Rep. Lloyd Smucker (R-Pa.) had introduced 
legislation requiring a transfer of ownership of Amtrak’s 

Keystone East Line and some of its 12 stations to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

 
NJ Transit completes installation of automatic braking 
system on rail lines 

DEC 18, 2020  https://www.wbgo.org/ 

New Jersey’s public transit agency announced Friday that 
it had completed the installation of a federally mandated 
automatic braking system that helps prevent crashes and 
derailments. 

 
NJ Transit has met a federal end-of-year deadline to install 
the “positive train control system,” according to a 
certification by the Federal Railroad Administration. 

“In the months ahead, as our post-COVID future takes 
shape, hundreds of thousands of New Jerseyans will once 
again turn to NJ Transit trains to get to work, to get to 
school, please God, to get to a sporting event or a show,” 
Gov. Phil Murphy said. 

Riders faced intermittent delays over the past three years 
as the Murphy administration, contractors, and federal 
officials raced to meet the 2020 PTC deadline. 

“We had to make some very difficult operational decisions 
that impacted our rail service — and obviously our 
customers — in order to meet this critical deadline. These 
decisions were never made lightly,” said Kevin Corbett, 
president and CEO of NJ Transit. “We cannot thank you 
enough for hanging in there with us to help deliver PTC on 
schedule.” 

Work on positive train control began in New Jersey under 
former Republican Gov. Chris Christie, but Murphy, a 
Democrat, said the job was only 12% complete when he 
took office in 2018. 

“Put aside the requirements for testing and training, just 
the installation stood at only 12 — one, two — 12% 
complete,” Murphy said. “Twelve percent complete, even 
though they had eight years in the administration before us 
to get the job done.” 

Positive train control uses GPS technology, Wi-Fi, and 
high-band radio transmission to control the speed and 
movements of trains and reduce the likelihood of human 
error. It became required on all non-exempt commuter 
railroads under a law passed by Congress in 2008. 
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Report: Stop Lines do Little to Encourage Drivers to 
Stop 

JANUARY 11, 2021 https://www.route-fifty.com/ 

Stop lines—the thick white bars painted ahead of 
intersections to indicate where cars should stop—are 
largely ineffective at preventing crashes and also don’t do 
a great job of getting drivers to hit the brakes, according to 
the results of a 14-year study in Minnesota. 

 
The study, conducted by the Minnesota Local Road 
Research Board, examined crash and traffic data from a 
handful of suburbs from 2004 to 2018, including video 
clips from 16 intersections both before and after the 
installation of a stop line. The results showed that stop 
lines “showed no association with crash occurrence,” and 
were useful in decreasing accidents only occasionally, in 
conjunction with other factors, “especially the presence of 
a painted crosswalk.” 

The lines, also known as stop bars, were likewise 
unhelpful in keeping drivers from pulling their cars too far 
into intersections. According to an analysis of video 
footage, drivers tended to stop on or up to 10 feet past the 
location of the stop line, both before and after installation.  

“In fact, it is reliably determined that the more space there 
is between the stop line and the absolute edge of the 
conflicting driving lane, the more drivers ignore the stop 
line and push forward,” researchers wrote. 

Stop lines are between 1 and 2 feet wide and are 
traditionally used at intersections with poor visibility to 
keep drivers from rolling their cars beyond the curb to look 
around the corner, though they’re also used in conjunction 
with stop signs and crosswalks, and in places where it’s 
not obvious where a vehicle should stop. 

Drivers are not required by law to pause at stop bars, and 
they’re not used at every intersection, though citizens 
often request them at “intersections with frequent stop sign 
violations,” according to a technical summary of the report. 

Despite their ubiquity, there’s been little research on the 
efficacy of stop lines — “its benefits are assumed, not 
proven,” the researchers wrote. 

Transportation officials in Minnesota were curious about 
the “definitive effects” of the lines, which aren’t expensive 
to install but can cost thousands of dollars to maintain over 
time, particularly in the Midwest, where harsh winters 
require frequent repainting. The city of Edina, Minnesota 
for example, estimated that “the maintenance of latex paint 

stop lines at an intersection costs around $1,000 per year,” 
according to the report. 

While the study results found that stop lines alone did not 
reduce crashes, researchers did note that the bars were 
somewhat effective at getting drivers to reduce their speed 
while approaching an intersection—even if they still didn’t 
stop entirely. 

“Although there was no significant effect observed 
between the presence of a stop line and the decision of 
drivers to come to a complete stop instead of performing a 
‘rolling’ stop, the presence of the stop line reduced the roll 
speed for some vehicles,” the report said. “In most cases, 
the extreme high speeds were greatly reduced.” 

Based on those findings, stop lines may not be the most effective 
method of influencing drivers’ behaviors, the report concludes. 

The researchers said that their hope is that their findings, 
"Will serve as a reference for planners and engineers 
when considering placement of a stop line at one or many 
intersections." 

 
Railroads face the never-ending challenge of 
preventing train-motorist accidents at crossings 

January 2021 https://www.progressiverailroading.com/ 

The coronavirus pandemic affected just about every 
aspect of railroading last year, including efforts to improve 
grade crossing safety. So railroads and other rail industry 
constituents needed to adapt. 

Since COVID-19 made the usual in-person delivery of 
crossing safety education messages and programs 
unfeasible, other means were necessary. For Operation 
Lifesaver Inc. (OLI) — a nonprofit organization that 
partners with railroads and a volunteer network to prevent 
crossing accidents and trespassing through public 
education and awareness campaigns — such a pivot 
proved difficult. 

“We’re a people organization; our message is about changing 
human behavior. So we’re used to getting out into 
communities,” says OLI Executive Director Rachel Maleh. 

OLI opted to put more emphasis on its public service 
announcements and social media presence, and reframe 
some of its education presentations into virtual resources. 

Moreover, OLI in late 2020 began offering a free Railroad 
Investigation and Safety Course (RISC) to law 
enforcement officers and first responders. RISC — which 
replaces the Grade Crossing Collision Investigation 
Course — is designed to cover the proper safety 
techniques for responding to or investigating crossing 
collisions and trespassing incidents. 

OLI and railroads need to keep stressing safer behaviors 
at crossings and along track because a person or vehicle 
is struck by a train every three hours, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). Preliminary FRA 
data shows there were 293 crossing fatalities in 2019 — 
the highest mark since 2007. 
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Last month, the FRA implemented a final rule requiring all 
states and the District of Columbia to either develop or 
update crossing action plans. 

In addition to working with government agencies and OLI, 
railroads are striving to institute their own measures to 
make crossings safer for both motorists and passersby, 
such as by eliminating more crossings or teaming with the 
GPS navigation mobile application Waze. 

Story continued at 
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/c_s/article/Railroa
ds-face-the-never-ending-challenge-of-preventing-train-
motorist-accidents-at-crossings--62406 

 

DelDOT planning estimated commute time info for 
motorists as I-95 Wilmington project looms 

Jan 28, 2021 https://www.wdel.com/ 

DelDOT is planning to steal a page from neighboring states as 
they strive to keep drivers better informed ahead of next month's 
beginning of a major I-95 rehabilitation project in Wilmington. 

Whitman, Requardt and Associates Project Manager Bill 
Geschrei told a virtual town hall audience on Thursday 
night that they have been working to put speed sensors on 
various roadways, to give a sense or truer travel times. 

"DelDOT has been installing traffic monitoring devices on all 
the alternative major routes in and out of the city and within 
the city to be able to use that data to real-time modify traffic 
signal timing based on current traffic conditions." 

Geschrei said besides the traffic signals, it gives Delaware the 
opportunity to use variable message signs like the Maryland 
Department of Transportation has done for years, giving 
estimated times to various points or using various routes. 

"It will give travel time info on the time to enter the city using I-
95 and the alternative route. This will enable motorists to 
make an informed decision on which route to take, which will 
reduce the overall congestion associated with this project." 

That information will be vital as long-term I-95 lane 
closures begin on February 12. The first phase will put all 
traffic in the existing southbound lanes, with two lanes 
going in both directions, with no shoulders. 

That leaves a limited margin of error in case of crashes, and 
Whitman's Neil Leary said they have been working with the 
construction companies on how to react if the inevitable 
crash or disabled vehicle gets stuck in a tight spot. 

"There will be tow trucks on site. One of the things we will 
work on is where we can stage the tow truck so it is the 
most efficient way for it to respond to a breakdown or 
incident anywhere within the corridor's limits." 

Leary added those tow trucks will be there from 6 a.m. to 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and on-call the rest of the time. 

In terms of alternate routes, DelDOT did not want to get 
into specific relief routes for every type of commute into 
the city, but Leary strongly urged using the Wilmington 
Bypass, which has three lanes for its entire length and 
rarely jams in normal traffic. 

"I can't stress that enough. I-495 has excess capacity. We 
want people to use those routes as the primary diversion 
to get in and out of the city. 495 and 13 are two great 
routes that can supplement the additional loss on I-95."  

Questions about off-ramps were also asked. Traffic the 
normally uses Martin Luther King Boulevard to exit the city 
will need to use the new 2nd Street ramp, as the ramp to I-
95 SB will actually be converted into a ramp allowing NB I-
95 traffic to enter the city. There will be no I-95 NB exit for 
Delaware Avenue in Phase 1A. 

All southbound I-95 exits will be maintained, at least for 
the opening phase, that is scheduled to run until Fall 2021. 

Traffic trying to get onto I-95 NB from Wilmington will be 
required to use the Adams Street on-ramp at Delaware 
Avenue, or work its way over to Concord Avenue. 

DelDOT has also taken control over the over 200 traffic 
signals in Wilmington, and they will have the ability to alter 
timing based on real-time delays as they begin to see how 
traffic patterns change. 

  

SEPTA is relying on persuasion, not punishment, to 
enforce federal mask requirement 

February 7, 2021 https://www.inquirer.com 

Earlier in the pandemic, 16-year Regional Rail rider Annie 
Craig found enough room on Lansdale/Doylestown Line 
trains to be able to sit far from passengers without masks. 

But in recent weeks, ridership on many of the trains she 
takes from Fort Washington to Center City has increased. 
The buffer of space has shrunk. 

“It’s putting the rest of us at risk,” said Craig, a nurse at a 
home-care agency. 

President Joe Biden’s executive order mandating masks 
on public transit nationally took effect last week, but 
enforcement is a bit of a gray area, with regulators so far 
allowing local agencies flexibility. 

Unlike some other agencies, SEPTA is reminding the 
barefaced of the requirement — educating them and 
offering free masks — instead of fining violators or 
removing them from their ride. The agency says its 
continuous audits show an average systemwide 
compliance rate north of 90%. 

But customers say they see plenty of fellow riders, and even 
some SEPTA employees, without face coverings — and as 
the pandemic has dragged on, subway and train cars and 
buses on some routes are more crowded, making it more 
difficult for passengers to follow social distancing guidelines. 

“There needs to be enough cars so people can maintain at 
least a 6-foot distance,” Craig said. 

“We don’t have enough [extra] vehicles to put in service, 
so as ridership starts to return, sometimes the opportunity 
for social distancing is going to be reduced,” SEPTA 
spokesperson Andrew Busch said. “That makes the mask 
mandate all the more important.” 
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MMAASSIITTEE  HHEELLPP  WWAANNTTEEDD  

LIVIC Civil is looking to fill a full-time position for Traffic 
Designer. As we continue to grow, we’re always in search 
of fresh new talent, so feel free to reach out even if you 
don’t quite match the position requirements. 

Generally, if you’re willing to learn, we’re willing to teach 
you. Essential job functions include: 

 Support traffic manager and designers with traffic 
engineering design and traffic studies. Traffic 
engineering design includes traffic signals, signaling 
and striping, street/highway lighting, maintenance of 
traffic plans, specifications and estimates. 

 Document field conditions and potential project 
challenges. 

 Coordinate with peers and project managers 
regarding project progress. 

PRIMARY QUALIFICATIONS 

 Degree in Civil Engineering/Civil Engineering 
Technology or related field OR 5+ years of experience 
in a similar role 

 Experience with AutoCAD, MS Word and MS Excel 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS 

 3 – 5+ years of relevant engineering experience 

 Experience with AutoCAD, MicroStation, Synchro, 
HCS and ArcGIS 

Please note that based on applicants, candidates with less 
experience may still be considered. 

BENEFITS 

LIVIC Civil offers excellent benefits including competitive 
salary, health insurance, short- and long-term disability, 
401(k) plan, paid time off and holidays, the opportunity for 
growth and advancement, and an awesome group of 
people to work with. 

EDUCATION 

 Bachelor’s (Preferred) ●  Associate’s 

LOCATION 

 Bloomsburg, PA ●  Harrisburg, PA 

https://www.liviccivil.com/careers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVIC Civil is seeking a motivated candidate to fill a full-
time position for Senior Traffic/Transportation Project 
Manager in its Transportation Division. This candidate's 
primary role will be to serve as a Project Manager for 
Traffic Analysis, Intersection Improvements, Roadway 
Improvements and Highway Occupancy Permits. 

 Lead a team Designers and Engineers to complete 
project design and analysis, providing technical 
guidance to less experienced staff 

 Conduct Traffic Analysis including Transportation 
Impact Studies and Traffic Signal Retiming and 
Corridor Studies 

 Prepare Intersection, Roadway, & Streetscape Plans 
and Specifications 

 Prepare Signing and Pavement Marking, Maintenance 
and Protection of Traffic, and Roadway and Site 
Lighting Designs 

 Provide quality control of work performed by the 
Transportation Team 

 Assist the Transportation Division Manager with 
Project Management and Client Interaction 

 Coordinate with peers and project managers regarding 
project progress 

A thorough understanding of PennDOT Publications, 
Design Process and Highway Occupancy Permit 
regulations are essential for the candidate. 

PRIMARY QUALIFICATIONS 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering/Civil 
Engineering Technology or related field and 4-8 years 

 of experience in a similar role 

 Experience with AutoCAD, Synchro, HCS, MS Word 
and MS Excel 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS 

 PA EIT or PE 

 PTOE Certification 

 PennDOT Project Experience 

Please note that based on applicants, candidates with less 
experience may still be considered. 

BENEFITS 

LIVIC Civil offers excellent benefits including competitive 
salary, health insurance, short- and long-term disability, 
401(k) plan, paid time off and holidays, the opportunity for 
growth and advancement, and an awesome group of 
people to work with. 

LOCATIONS 

 Bloomsburg, PA ●  Selinsgrove, PA 

 Harrisburg, PA ●  Mifflintown, PA 

https://www.liviccivil.com/careers 
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LIVIC Civil is seeking a motivated candidate to fill a full-
time position for Senior Traffic/Transportation Project 
Manager in its Transportation Division. This candidate's 
primary role will be to serve as a Project Manager for 
Traffic Analysis, Intersection Improvements, Roadway 
Improvements and Highway Occupancy Permits. While 

this position will primarily support LIVIC’s existing 
workload, opportunities exist for the Project Manager to 
build their own team of professionals to support additional 
workload that can be secured through the Project 
Manager’s relationships. 

 Lead a team Designers and Engineers to complete 
project design and analysis, providing technical 
guidance to less experienced staff 

 Conduct Traffic Analysis including Transportation 
Impact Studies and Traffic Signal Retiming and 
Corridor Studies 

 Prepare Intersection, Roadway, & Streetscape Plans 
and Specifications 

 Prepare Signing and Pavement Marking, Maintenance 
and Protection of Traffic, and Roadway and Site 
Lighting Designs 

 Provide quality control of work performed by the 
Transportation Team 

 Assist the Transportation Division Manager with 
Project Management and Client Interaction 

 Coordinate with peers and project managers regarding 
project progress 

A thorough understanding of PennDOT Publications, 
Design Process and Highway Occupancy Permit 
regulations are essential for the candidate. 

PRIMARY QUALIFICATIONS 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering/Civil 
Engineering Technology or related field and 8+ years 
of experience in a similar role 

 Experience with AutoCAD, Synchro, HCS, MS Word 
and MS Excel 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS 

 PA PE 

 PTOE Certification 

 PennDOT Project Experience 

Please note that based on applicants, candidates with less 
experience may still be considered. 

BENEFITS 

LIVIC Civil offers excellent benefits including competitive 
salary, health insurance, short- and long-term disability, 
401(k) plan, paid time off and holidays, the opportunity for 
growth and advancement, and an awesome group of 
people to work with. 

 

EDUCATION 

 Bachelor’s (Preferred) ●  Associate’s 

LOCATIONS 

 Bloomsburg, PA  ●  Selinsgrove, PA 

 Harrisburg, PA ●  Mifflintown, PA 

https://www.liviccivil.com/careers 
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MMAASSIITTEE  SSPPOONNSSOORRSS  

TThhee  MMAASSIITTEE  BBooaarrdd  iiss  eexxttrreemmeellyy  aapppprreecciiaattiivvee  ooff  aallll  tthhee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  iinnddiiccaatteedd  bbeellooww!!  
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuuppppoorrtt!!  
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IINNTTEERRCCOONNNNEECCTT  EENNDDIINNGGSS   

First and foremost, my sincere apologies to the MASITE Board and all you members for me not keeping up to date this past 
year for Interconnect editions.  Yes, this pandemic hit me in a weird way, not illness wise, just mentally drained due to the 
work-from-home orders and such.  My little saving grace was (and still is) my several travels around the country for getaways 
with my wife, Mary Ann!  Yes, transportation is still key in my world, and as usual, I have the pics to prove it!  Until next time, 
stay safe out there...  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 
                    
Dean J. Kaiser, P.E., PTOE 
2021 MASITE Newsletter Editor 

MASITE  Interconnect  Info  –  Please  feel  free  to  comment  liberally  on  this  and  any  issue  of  the 
Interconnect.          All  news  and  noteworthy  items  are  still  greatly  appreciated  in  the  next  couple  of 
months  as well  as  information  relating  to  sponsor  companies,  organizations, MASITE members  and 
other Section planned activities.   The deadline for the April 2021 issue will be March 31st.  


