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Canada should once again oppose U.S. actions  
targeting International Criminal Court 

(Ottawa) – Earlier today U.S. President Donald Trump issued an Executive Order 
targeting individuals working on behalf of or cooperating with investigations of U.S. 
nationals by the International Criminal Court. 

The Executive Order suggests that any attempt by the ICC to investigate, arrest, detain, 
or prosecute any United States personnel without the consent of the United States 
constitutes an “extraordinary threat” to the national security of the United States.  

Relying on the U.S. International Emergency Economic Powers Act, and the National 
Emergencies Act, the Executive Order declares such actions that target U.S. personnel 
to constitute an “unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States,” and goes on to “declare a national emergency to deal with 
that threat.” 

The Order empowers the Secretary of State (in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Attorney General) to “block property and interests in property” held in 
the U.S. by persons working on behalf of or in collaboration with the ICC. 

The ICC has begun investigations of situations in Afghanistan that include accusations 
of mistreatment by U.S. service personnel of Afghan detainees. U.S. officials have also 
criticized the ICC’s investigation of alleged crimes committed in Palestine by Israeli 
military personnel. 

According to Fergus Watt, Executive Director of the World Federalist Movement – 
Canada, “The ICC is an important international judicial organization that should not be 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-blocking-property-certain-persons-associated-international-criminal-court/


bullied or threatened in this way. Canada needs to speak out in strong opposition to the 
threats posed by the U.S. Executive Order.” 

Canada has been a strong supporter of the ICC for many years. Canadian officials have 
addressed previous threats by the U.S. government to take action targeting Court 
personnel or those collaborating with the Court.    

“It is up to states parties to the Rome Statute for the ICC to defend the Court, its 
independence and its personnel,” said Watt.  

The World Federalist Movement – Canada (WFMC) is a longstanding peace and human 
rights NGO supporting the strengthening of the rule of law in world affairs. WFMC 
sponsors an annual forum that facilitates dialogue among Canadian civil society 
representatives and government officials ahead of the annual meeting of the ICC 
Assembly of States Parties. 
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