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Governing Board 
Thursday, May 21, 2020, 1:00 P.M. 

Electronic Meeting held via Google Meet 
  

ATTENDEES: 
Brad Frost, Chair, American Fork 
Craig Jensen, Vice-Chair, Springville 
Eric Ellis, Utah Lake Commission 
Erica Gaddis, DWQ 
Brian Cottam, FFSL 
Michelle Kaufusi, Provo 
Brian Hulet, Payson 
Keir Scoubes, Spanish Fork 
Craig Jensen, Springville 
Laurie Backus, State Parks and Recreation 
Kari Malkovich, Woodland Hills 
Denise Andersen, Cedar Hills 
Mike Mills, CUWCD 

Brian Steed, DNR 
Brittney Bills, Highland 
Jeff Lambson, Orem 
Chris Carn, Saratoga Springs 
 
 
INTERESTED PARTIES / VISITORS: 
Sam Braegger, Utah Lake Commission 
Adam Beck, Utah County 
Jamie Barnes, FFSL 
Renn Lambert, Limnotech 
Robert Krejci, SSOA 
Shellie Turnbow, Provo City 

 
 
MEMBERS NOT EXPECTED TO ATTEND: Utah House of Representatives, Utah Senate 
 
ABSENT: Alpine City, Lehi City, Lindon City, Salem City, Utah County, Vineyard City
 1 
1. Welcome and Call to Order 2 

A. Chair Frost called the meeting to order at 1:01 P.M. and welcomed everyone. He did a roll call to 3 
confirm attendance. 4 

2. Action Items 5 
A. Review & Approve Previous Meeting Minutes: Eric summarized the docs sent out. Chair Frost asked 6 

for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 12, 2019 Governing Board meeting. Brian 7 
Cottam made a motion to approve, and Craig Jensen seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in 8 
favor of approving the minutes. 9 

B. Monthly Financial Reports: Eric reviewed the monthly reports from Dec 2019 through April 2020, 10 
highlighted a few transactions. Chair Frost asked for a motion to approve the monthly financial reports 11 
from Dec. 19 through April 2020. Brian Cottam made a motion to approve, and Keir Scoubes seconded 12 
the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of approving the monthly financial reports. 13 

C. Review & Approve Tentative Budget for FY2021: Eric shared details about a grant the Commission is 14 
offering for children whose parents have been financially affected by COVID-19. Otherwise, COVID-19 15 
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has minimally affected the current budget. Eric summarized the three documents for the tentative 1 
budget. Laurie Backus inquired about the Utah Lake Festival. Eric shared that it is cancelled for 2020. 2 
Funds were reallocated for Utah Lake is My Lake campaign efforts. Brian asked for comparison on 3 
membership contributions. Eric reported that municipalities had a 1.5% increase, similar increase for 4 
DNR, DEQ, CUWCD and Utah County. Discussion amongst Board about potential decreases in their 5 
budgets, increase to Commission contributions. Eric committed to bring two versions of the tentative 6 
budget to the final hearing: one with the 1.5% increase, and the other with no increase. Chair Frost 7 
asked for a motion to approve the tentative budget for FY2021, within the directions agreed upon in 8 
the discussion. Craig Jensen made a motion to approve, and Brian Steed seconded the motion. Voting 9 
was unanimous in favor of approving the tentative budget. 10 

 11 
3. Utah Open and Public Meeting Act Training (Annual Training) – Adam Beck/ Utah County Attorney 12 

A. Adam Beck, from the Utah County Attorney’s office, handled the training. He covered the background 13 
behind the act, important definitions, and the other elements of the training applicable to public 14 
meetings, i.e. open meetings vs. closed meetings, posting notice of public meetings, recording or 15 
written minutes from the meeting, etc.  16 

 17 
4. Executive Director’s Project Report- Eric Ellis 18 

A. ULC State Auditor: Fraud Risk Assessment 19 
a. Eric explained the assessment to the Board. He updated them on some changes we have 20 

already implemented, and asked for input on getting an audit as a part of that assessment. 21 
Two additional proposed changes were to have the State Auditor Online Training every four 22 
years and creating an internal audit committee. Commission staff committed to send the link 23 
to the training in a follow up email. Board recommended foregoing the voluntary audit for this 24 
year, in order to save funds. Commission staff will send out training link and info on potential 25 
audit committee and other draft policies mentioned to seek feedback from the Board. 26 

B. Utah County Tourism Funding for Projects 27 
a. Saratoga Springs City Marina- granted $1.23 million, project is for a new pier on north end of 28 

the marina with a beautiful sandy swim beach. Commission staff working with the city to 29 
maximize on the match  30 

b. American Fork Marina- $1.5 million, multi-phase project, city working to pull together match 31 
dollars. Provide new surface on parking area, relocating entrance kiosk, adding additional 32 
parking, a new beach front and pavilions, among other things.  33 

c. Vineyard City shoreline- just under $3 million, lakefront interface with Vineyard City’s 34 
incoming city center. New beach area, pier, park, etc. In total, the whole plan will be an $18 35 
million improvement along the Vineyard shoreline. 36 

C. Algae Blooms 37 
a. Marina Treatments- two treatments, begin June 1st. At Lincoln Beach and Lindon Marina, two 38 

different treatment companies. End of year, reports on effectiveness of the treatments. 39 
b. HABS Advisory Guidelines Updates-  this item was not addressed in the meeting. 40 

D. Virtual Field Trips for 4th Graders 41 
a. Due to COVID-19, we were unable to host our spring field trips in person, so Sam Braegger 42 

took on the project of recording and creating 11 videos for a virtual field trip for the teachers 43 
and students. Average 223 views per video, more than per station views at in-person field 44 
trips, but overall views were less than in-person. For the fall field trips, we hope to host in-45 
person but will have these videos as a back up.  46 

 47 
5. Communication & Public Relations– Sam Braegger 48 

A. Utah Lake is My Lake Campaign – Sam reviewed the purpose of the campaign. The main element of 49 
the campaign is videos of people who use the lake talking about why they love it, and finishing the 50 



APPROVED 

3 
May 21, 2020 

sentence, “Utah Lake is my lake because…”. Several videos are being created this summer. We worked 1 
with some interns during the winter on this campaign, developing videos, creating a marketing plan 2 
and other promotional materials to help this campaign be ready to launch for spring 2021. Sam 3 
displayed a few graphics the students came up with.  4 

B. ULC Podcast- launched start of 2020. Topics include Utah Lake projects, history about the lake, 5 
recreation topics at the lake, etc. There are now 15 episodes, published weekly. 1,500 total plays 6 
across the platforms the podcast can be listened to on. Sam listed off the top five episodes, measured 7 
by most plays. The Commission staff have been receiving lots of praise from residents for the podcast. 8 
 9 

6. Utah Lake Water Quality Study (ULWQS) Report – Erica Gaddis 10 
A. The HAB program had some changes to the advisory indicators, doubling the toxin concentrations 11 

allowed for water bodies that are considered protected for recreation use. Unfortunately, DWQ lost 12 
its statewide funding for HAB monitoring. They won’t be doing any monitoring or data collection to 13 
help inform the advisory process this year. Funds were transferred to DNR for ongoing Utah Lake 14 
studies and treatments.  15 

B. Progress report on the water quality study: DWQ is working with the study Steering Committee on 16 
developing management goals for Utah Lake specific to recreation, aquatic life and the agriculture 17 
uses. That process and goals will be reviewed by the Commission Governing Board in the near future. 18 
DEQ is working with several waste water facilities to use monitoring of wastewater to track COVID-19 19 
infection rates in communities. Pilot study will completed in the next week or two.  20 

 21 
7. Governing Board Meeting schedule for the year 22 

A. June 18, 2020* annual budget hearing. 23 
B. September 17, 2020 24 
C. December 17, 2020 25 

 26 
8. General comments from board members and the public 27 

A. Chris Carn introduced himself, he is the new representative for Saratoga Springs City, replacing Shellie 28 
Baertsch.  29 

B. Commission staff and Chair Frost requested that anyone who called into the call, instead of using 30 
Google Meets, please email the Commission staff to verify their attendance for the minutes. 31 

 32 
11. Next Governing Board Meeting   33 

Chair Frost reminded the board that the next Governing Board Meeting will be on June 18, 2020 at 7:30 34 
AM in the Utah County Health and Justice Building, Room 2500.  35 

 36 
12. Adjourn 37 
 The meeting was adjourned at 1:56 PM.  38 


