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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020, 10:00 AM 

Utah Lake State Park 
4400 W. Center St. Provo, Utah 84601 

  

 ATTENDEES: 
Reed Price, Chair, Orem 
Eric Ellis, Utah Lake Commission 
Sullivan Love, Vineyard 

Gina Grandpre, Saratoga Springs 

Mike Rau, CUWCD 

Anders Bake, Lindon  

Juan Garrido, Springville 

Morgan Faulkner, FFSL 

Jesse Stewart, Utah Lake Water Users 

Mike Mills, JSRIP 

Cory Pierce, Spanish Fork 

Scott Bird, Utah County 

Chris Keleher, DNR 

Keith Lawrence, DWR (Aquatics) 

Todd Munger, Lehi 

Shane Hill, DWR (Habitat) 

Josh Holt, State Parks 

Kari Malkovich, Woodland Hills 

Shellie Turnbow, Provo 

 

 
 
VISITORS: 

Sam Braegger, Utah Lake Commission 

Clayton Wolf, Vineyard resident 

Neal Winterton, Orem City 

Brent Robinson, Geosyntec 

Brian Smith, Geosyntec 

Brian Nicholson, Martin & Nicholson Environmental 

Laura Vernon, FFSL 

Jamie Barnes, FFSL 

Jeff Davis, Barr 

Mark Ogren, Provo 

Conservation Catalysts student group, Mountain 

Heights Academy 

 

 

 

 

ABSENT: Alpine, American Fork, Cedar Hills, DWQ, Highland, Payson, Salem, 

 
1. Welcome and introductions 1 
 Chair Reed Price called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM. Everyone introduced themselves.  2 
 3 
2. Review and approve minutes from the September 18, 2019 meeting 4 

A. Chair Price asked for a motion to approve the September 18, 2019 minutes. Sullivan Love made a motion to 5 
approve the minutes. Kari Malkovich seconded. Voting was unanimous in favor of approving the minutes.  6 

    7 



Approved 
 

2 – February 19, 2020 
 

3. Conservation Catalysts Team: Student Presentation on Algae 1 
A. The student team introduced themselves. They are competing in a competition, moving onto the national level, 2 

on ideas to conserve clean water one step at a time. They described the website they have created, educating 3 
others about water quality and algae blooms, aiming to raise public awareness and educate people on what they 4 
can do to help. They have also been using social media to share water tips, they created a brochure as well. They 5 
decided to target children in their communications. They came up with a lesson on algae blooms that 6 
elementary school teachers could use, a lab that students could do, a word search, a crossword puzzle, a board 7 
game and they even wrote a book. They covered some details about the game and the book, they’ve made all 8 
their resources available on their website. They also spoke briefly about a smartphone app they are developing. 9 
On March 5th, they will have a table at BYU telling students their about their project. They donated some of their 10 
books to the Committee to share with their connections, to encourage sharing the educational materials. One of 11 
the parents gave more background on the project. The Committee asked a few questions about the project.  12 

 13 
4. Committee Leadership Election 14 

A. Chair Price explained briefly the duties of the two positions, explained that Scott Daly was Vice Chair, the 15 
position usually moved to the Chair position, and then asked for nominations for the position of Chair. Kari 16 
Malkovich nominated Scott Daly for the position of Chair, and Mike Mills seconded the motion. Voting was 17 
unanimous in favor of Scott Daly as the new Chair. Chair Price asked for nominations for the position of Vice-18 
Chair. Mike Mills nominated Kari Malkovich for the position of Vice-Chair, and Sullivan Love seconded the 19 
motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of Kari Malkovich as the new Vice-Chair. Both positions take effect 20 
immediately. As Scott was not present, Kari requested that Reed Price chair the remainder of today’s meeting. 21 

 22 
5. Utah Lake Master Plan Revision Strategy – Laura Vernon, FFSL 23 

A. Laura Vernon explained that she has been involved in several revisions and development of management plans 24 
for FFSL, but didn’t participate in the development of the original Utah Lake management plan. That plan was 25 
unique, being a cooperative effort between the Commission and FFSL instead of solely FFSL. She summarized 26 
the history of changes to their management plans and gave background behind their purpose. Management 27 
plans need to be revised every 10 years. She covered some of the new data and changes to management style 28 
into a revision. One change would be that FFSL makes the plan to adapt the management of the lake to 29 
whatever the current levels at the lake may be; they did this with the Great Salt Lake too. Classifications would 30 
be updated, breaking the lake and shoreline up, similar to how a city “zones” their city for residential, 31 
commercial, etc. They have developed matrices to be consistent in the approval or denial of applications for 32 
land by the lake, for example putting in a private boat dock, etc. abiding by the classifications that have been 33 
designated in that area of the lake. Every resource at the lake will have a goal and objectives to reach that goal, 34 
who is responsible for each resource, i.e. DWR, DWQ, FFSL. The revision process typically takes about 18 35 
months. The website will have a GIS map to look at all the details of the classifications, etc. involved in the 36 
decisions.  37 

B. Laura then asked for the Committee’s input on planning a revision to the Utah Lake Master Plan. Chair Price 38 
relayed that in the first version of the plan the Governing Board expressly stated their desire to have the 39 
Commission work together with FFSL instead of a separate management plan, he expects that the same would 40 
apply to the current Governing Board. Funding would need to be discussed. Eric asked if multiple plans can be 41 
done at once, as FFSL is currently working on the Bear Lake management plan. Laura said that it is possible, but 42 
is preferable to focus on one at a time. He explained that FFSL had previously put the revision of the Utah Lake 43 
Master Plan on halt while the Utah Lake Restoration proposal was being considered, and asked if that was not 44 
the case. Laura said that a revision can not only be done now, while that proposal is still being considered, but 45 
that it could be helpful in the decision making process. Eric added that the Commission is ready and willing to 46 
pursue a revision; funding is set aside for splitting the cost, the Committee is willing to dive in. Jamie Barnes 47 
added that discussion needs to start soon, as FFSL would need to request funding from the legislature, meaning 48 
they have to ask this year for funding for this revision for next year. Juan asked how this revision would impact 49 
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the Utah Lake Water Quality Study. Laura explained that each natural resource departments and divisions have 1 
an individual on the planning team for the revision.  2 

 3 
6. Water Quality Study; Steering Committee Structure – Scott Daly – Progress Report 4 

A. Eric Ellis: Scott was absent. Eric relayed that there is an upcoming Science Panel meeting by phone on March 3rd, 5 
and an upcoming Steering Committee meeting on March 13th. The study is moving along. 6 

 7 
7. ULC Director’s updates on Utah Lake issues, projects, and priorities 8 

B. Eric Ellis: 9 
i. Lake shore Enhancement Project Proposals: We’ve been working with Utah County to dedicate funding 10 

towards large Utah Lake projects. On March 3rd, we will be presenting a package of projects to the 11 
Tourism Tax Advisory Board that will include major enhancements to the Saratoga Springs city marina, 12 
American Fork Boat Harbor and the Vineyard city center frontage; cost in the single digit millions for 13 
each project. Saratoga is adding an enhanced beach area, AF is doing the same and additional boat 14 
launch and other features, Vineyard will be creating a much larger version of Vineyard Beach as it is 15 
today; adding boardwalks, sandy areas, some piers, etc. Vineyard’s city center is currently being 16 
developed by Flagship, would tie in with the shoreline project. We will share conceptual images at our 17 
next meeting. 18 

ii. Lake Level and Snowpack: lake level is just below compromise, snow pack is at 114% of avg. for this time 19 
of year. Jesse Stewart added they are watching Snotel and water level reports; Deer Creek is 95% full, 20 
Jordanelle 85%, Utah Lake is 96%. Jordanelle and Deer Creek are both releasing right now, some of that 21 
is taken up by water rights before Utah Lake, but the rest is coming to the lake. The gates at the Jordan 22 
River are releasing about 1000-1200 cfs out of Utah Lake right now. They will monitor for the next 23 
several weeks and adjust as needed; the goal is to end up with a full Utah Lake, but avoiding flooding.  24 

iii. ULC Shoreline Assessment Study: at state purchasing right now. It will be great info for the revision of 25 
the master plan. Soil samples taken every mile along the shoreline, to create a picture of where efforts 26 
should be focused for wetland enhancements, where natural sandy areas are for future beaches, prime 27 
wildlife habitat, etc. Bids should be back in a couple of weeks, and we will make a selection. FFSL and 28 
Utah County are partnering with us on this assessment. We would love input on this assessment and 29 
how we can best evaluate the work.  30 

iv. Walkara Way Project: the project has a appropriations request before the legislature right now. We 31 
might not get the full amount we requested, but it is likely the trail, trailheads and fencing could receive 32 
funding. It would be managed in a natural way, in an open-space park. It will be left natural, a great 33 
resource for hunting and fishing, as well as accessing the beautiful habitat and wildlife. Eric described a 34 
few other features of the project.  35 

v. Shoreline Improvement Grants: we were excited to receive several great applications. We were able to 36 
fund most of the proposals submitted by the State Park and a proposal from Vineyard City. 37 

i. State Park- Josh described the projects he received funding for. Improving the road base on the 38 
south jetty, installing a water line to cross over to the nature, bring in sand to the beach area, 39 
new grass seed and trees in the campground, woodchips for the new playground. 40 

ii. Vineyard City- the city is pairing their own funding with our $15,000 we granted them to 41 
purchase a sand rake. Because we are contributing, they will enter into an Interlocal agreement 42 
with Utah County to make that rake available as needed for other areas around the lake.  43 

vi. Summer Algae Bloom Treatments – Update/progress: treatments will take place at Lindon Marina and 44 
Lincoln Beach marina. Summer long treatments, will provide great data for decisions moving forward. 45 

vii. Phragmites Work – Scott Bird, Utah County: There are 4,600 acres that were treated via helicopter. They 46 
were able to extend past the priority area to include around Sandy Beach, and down the other side of 47 
West Mountain to Goshen Bay. The trampling is going on continuously, currently Powell Slough and 48 
Provo Bay. Eric added that while mowing, the County has deduced that in the area with more than a 49 
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foot or so of water could benefit from a roller chopper, so the Commission helped purchase those so 1 
that mowing and chopping will both be possible, based off of their respective effective treatment areas 2 
of less water with the mower attachments and the chopper in the areas with a couple feet of water. The 3 
county has submitted the project again this year to the ISM and WRI grants for funding to continue the 4 
effort. Maps are available online showing where the treatment occurs around the lake.  5 

viii. Communications: “Utah Lake is My Lake” – Interview Ideas: 6 
i. Utah Lake Podcast- We launched a podcast called “Utah Lake: Facts, Fiction, Fun”. The idea is to 7 

address topics under those three categories. We have four episodes up already: Future of Utah 8 
Lake, Why You Should Recreate at Utah Lake, Top 5 Questions about Utah Lake, and the 9 
Walkara Way Project. We have plans for the next several episodes; we will be interviewing 10 
Melissa Stamp about the Provo River Delta Restoration Project, discussing the Utah Lake 11 
Monster, etc. Please reach out to us if you have ideas for more topics.  12 

ii. Updates- we are working with the Mitigation Commission on public outreach for the Provo River 13 
Delta project, we have a team of BYU interns working on creating some videos for our outreach 14 
uses for the lake.  15 

 16 
5. JSRIP Update – Mike Mills  17 

A. Mike reported on the proposed downlisting of the June Sucker from endangered to threatened. This was 18 
announced Nov. 2019. US Fish and Wildlife received 19 comments on this rule, which is very little, normally it 19 
would be the hundreds of comments. 4 comments were opposed, but without substantial reasoning, the bulk of 20 
the comments were positive. Fish and Wildlife will likely take a year to be final decision. Only 4 species of fish in 21 
the history of the US have ever gone from endangered to threatened, June Sucker would be the 5th.  22 

B. Provo River Delta work will begin in March. The start will be the site prep, building construction access, starting 23 
work on the berm on the south project boundary. Most of the delta features will start June. Dominion Energy 24 
had to dig up one of their lines that crosses the project and lower it from 3 feet down to 20 feet down. They 25 
anticipate a 5 year project timeline, starting out at the lake and working inland.  26 

C. In fall of 2019, the Utah Lake Carp task force was formed and is now managing carp removal efforts at the lake. 27 
Three pronged approach; they will continue efforts to catch adult carp, work on refining methods to catch 28 
smaller size carp and funding research into more experimental control methods.  29 

D. Working on a northern pike control strategy for Utah Lake. DWR will put telemetry tags in northern pike this 30 
spring, release them back into Utah Lake and tracking their movements. This might cause some confusion, 31 
conflicting with the standing kill order on northern pike, since DWR wants anglers to release the pike with 32 
telemetry tags back into the lake. Not many anglers catch northern pike, so it shouldn’t be too much of an issue. 33 

E. Reed Price added that last fall, Bill Loy, the owner of Loy Fisheries who handles the carp removal, passed away. 34 
His sons have taken over running the business and will continue their carp removal efforts.  35 
 36 

6. General comments from the committee members and the public 37 
A. Eric Ellis added that he had more physical flyers for the Walkara Way project if anyone wanted one.  38 
B. Anders Blake reported on Lindon City’s efforts working with Lindon Marina to put in an RV park. The marina will 39 

have designated utilities, pad sites, allow for camping and tiny homes.  40 
 41 
7. Confirm next meeting time  42 
 The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM. 43 
 44 
8. Adjourn. 45 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:33 AM.  46 


