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The Illinois Association of Public Health Administrators (IAPHA) is making the following recommendations to 

maintain in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year. Our Public Health Administrators across the state 

understand the importance in keeping students in the classrooms for social-emotional needs, learning and development, 

and to support overall student wellbeing. Our membership believes the current public health guidance from the CDC, 

AAP and IDPH provide the best method to keep students safe with the least disruption to the learning environment.  

Universal masking is endorsed in current guidance regardless of vaccination status in the school setting to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19, to limit the disparity between students who are not eligible for vaccination and those that are, to 

limit mask related bullying, and to keep the greatest number of students in classrooms.   

The science is clear that when done properly, additional layered mitigation strategies that prevent transmission in school 

settings are also warranted, as outlined by the CDC, and fully adopted by IDPH, and include: 

 

 Vaccination  

 Consistent and correct mask use,  

 Physical distancing,  

 Screening and testing to promptly identify cases, clusters, and outbreaks,  

 Enhanced ventilation,  

 Support for handwashing and respiratory etiquette,  

 Staying home when sick and getting tested,  

 Contact tracing, in combination with isolation, quarantine, testing, and,  

 Proper cleaning and disinfection.  

 

IAPHA encourages local health departments, schools and communities to follow the guidance that has been backed by 

science and set forth by public health agencies. A strong partnership will improve the populations ability to keep 

community transmission lower, minimize hospitalizations and prevent deaths. 

CDC Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated Individuals 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Science Brief: Community Use of Cloth Masks to Control the Spread of 

SARS-CoV-2 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Science Brief: Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 Schools and Early 

Care and Education Programs – Updated 

Illinois Department of Public Health Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools 

IPHA Statement on COVID-19 Prevention Strategies for Return to School for Fall 2021 

COVID-19 County & School Metrics 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/08.02.21%20ISBE_School_FAQs.pdf
https://www.ipha.com/news/post/6187/ipha-statement-on-covid-19-prevention-strategies-for-return-to-school-for-fall-2021#gsc.tab=0
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=Adams

