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Minutes of the 913th US Provincial Council Meeting 
December 14‐15, 2021 

 
PRESENT: Fr. Ed Kilianski, Provincial Superior; Fr. Quang Nguyen, Fr. Jack Kurps, Fr. Christianus 
Hendrik, Fr. Vien Nguyen, and Br. Andy Gancarczyk (video conference), Councilors; Dn. David 
Nagel, Provincial Treasurer; Br. Frank Presto, Provincial Secretary; Mary Gorski, recording secretary. 
Fr. Raúl Gómez Ruiz was present for discussion of Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology, 
and Frs. Joseph Thien Dinh and Duy Nguyen were present for discussion of formation.  
 
I. Check-in –– Councilors updated each other on themselves, their ministries, and communities. 

Items of note: 
 

- Br. Gancarczyk is in Poland for the start of his year-long sabbatical. He joined the council 
meetings via video conference. 

 
- Dn. Nagel will soon begin treatment for melanoma. 
 
- The Sacred Heart community at SHML continues to be challenged by a variety of health 

concerns; several SCJs are due for driving skill evaluations.  
 
- Vocation recruitment has become more challenging once again with the uptick in the pan-

demic. Several vocation events have gone to hybrid models. Fr. Q. Nguyen has done week-
end parish visits as a part of vocation efforts. He said that the SCJs are often known in 
parishes from the community’s development materials.  

 
- New members of the South Dakota community have been very well received both in min-

istry and in day-to-day community living. The community has returned to its once-a-month 
meetings. Fr. Bernie Rosinski is struggling with spinal stenosis. Fr. Greg Schill has been a 
helpful presence in the Chamberlain community. The pastoral team continues to be chal-
lenged by many deaths on the reservations, most of which are COVID related. 

 
- Fr. Kilianski’s older brother, Roger, recently died. The family tentatively plans on having a 

memorial for him in spring or summer when Fr. Kilianski will be able to take part.  
 

II. Finance  
A. Province Development Office –– There have been some delays in the mailings but nothing 

of significance. Responses are higher than last year and the office is able to give more to the 
province.  

 
B. Budgets –– Dn. Nagel shared a draft of a memo for budget preparers; it is dated January 7. 

February 4 is the deadline to inform the Provincial Council of capital projects for the 
FY2023 budget. Budgets will be due to the Provincial Treasurer’s Office on April 8 and the 
Finance Commission will discuss them on April 20. The council –– most likely –– will 
review them in May. The meeting date will be finalized after the new administration is cho-
sen in January. Medical plan premiums will be increased by $100 per month for each SCJ, 
raising the individual total to $1,355 per SCJ per month.  

 
C. General Finance Commission –– The General Finance Commission has scheduled a meeting 

in Hales Corners for January 19-21, 2022. This is to be the first in-person gathering of the 
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commission since the start of the pandemic; however, as with most other plans during the pandemic, they are subject to 
adjustment. 

 
D. OSHA Emergency Temporary Standard (ETS) –– This is a policy implemented by OSHA that requires organizations with 

100 or more employees to develop, implement and enforce a mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy (or frequent testing 
and mandatory face coverings for non-vaccinated employees). The policy has been challenged in court. Kathleen Dahlgren, 
province attorney, will monitor policy decisions to determine how they may impact St. Joseph’s Indian School and Sacred 
Heart Southern Missions.  

 
E. Policy regarding multiple automobile accidents –– Councilors expressed concerns about senior SCJs who have had multiple 

at-fault car accidents. Dn. Nagel has rewritten the province driving policy as follows: 
 

“If an SCJ is over 70 and has been at fault in multiple (two or more) motor vehicle accidents within a 12-month period of 
time, he will be required to undergo a professional evaluation of his driving ability before he is allowed to drive and/or pur-
chase a new vehicle (if replacement is necessary). An at-fault accident can range from something as simple as a fender ben-
der in a parking lot to the total destruction of a vehicle.” 

 
F. Investment meetings –– On November 18, the Province Investment Committee met with advisors from Merrill Lynch and 

Sageview to review the results of the last quarter. As of October 31, the year-to-date returns were good with the Growth 
Pool (14.6%), Charitable Gift Annuity Pool (12.3%), and the Rome Pool (15.9%). The Merrill Lynch representative reported 
on proxy votes; a Catholic proxy company processes the votes for SCJ investments.  

 
G. Congolese Province –– The Congolese Province made a request for a new computer for the provincial secretary; he was 

recently a student in the ECS program at SHSST. Fr. Kilianski approved the request. Later in the meeting the council 
reviewed a request to cover damages to the Congolese Province’s orphanage sustained during an attack on October 9-10. 
The council voted to approve an $11,000 grant for repairs.  

 
H. Thank you –– This is the final full meeting of the current provincial administration. Fr. Kilianski expressed his thanks to Dn. 

Nagel and his staff for their work during his two terms.  
 

III. Administration  
A. Pinellas Park 

1. Use of property –– As noted at the last council meeting, several members of the Sacred Heart Community said that they 
were interested in moving to Sacred Heart at Monastery Lake, which would greatly reduce the number of retired SCJs 
in residence. Other options for the property’s use were explored. However, now some members of the community are 
reconsidering their initial desire to move north. Other members of the province have expressed interest in maintaining 
the property for their own retirement, and/or for use as a vacation or retreat destination. Discussion regarding options 
for the property have been tabled.  

 
2. Food service –– Currently Sodexo provides food service for the community at Pinellas Park. Some members of the 

Pinellas Park community have discussed terminating the service with Sodexo and instead, hiring current Sodexo staff 
directly. They would become employees of the province. The council decided that this is a local decision. Fr. Kilianski 
will inform Fr. Vincent Suparman that it is up to him and the rest of the community to investigate and decide what is 
best for the community in Pinellas Park.  

 
B. Student insurance –– At the last council meeting a question was raised regarding health insurance coverage for non-SCJ stu-

dents in the ECS program. The province will cover the medical costs of SCJ students in the United States, but not those of 
students from outside of the community. The province insurance consultant told Dn. Nagel that student insurance, similar to 
what is offered at universities such as Marquette, would cost approximately $100 a month per student. This seems reason-
able; however, the council emphasized that the insurance of non-SCJ students is not the responsibility of the Priests of the 
Sacred Heart. Much of the confusion regarding insurance responsibility is rooted in immigration paperwork for international 
students. To come to the United States, they must have a sponsor, meaning a person or organization that will cover things 
such as medical expenses while they are here for their studies. Often the Priests of the Sacred Heart have been identified as 
that sponsor, named in a letter of support. The council later spoke to Fr. Gómez about this. More work needs to be done to 
clarify the process of insuring non-SCJ international ECS students at SHSST.  
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C. Formation 
1. General discussion –– Frs. Joseph Thien Dinh and Duy Nguyen (formators) joined the council for a brief update on the 

formation program. It was noted that Frater Hubert Liassidji is completing his studies at Marquette University this 
semester and is preparing to enter Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology.  

 
The students will not be together for Christmas; they will instead leave early for their vacations so that they can be back 
for the start of the Election Assembly. 

 
Formators emphasized the importance of having all members of the Sacred Heart Monastery community model reli-
gious life since SHM houses the formation program. This includes regular prayer attendance.  

 
2. Frater Henry Nguyen –– The council voted to approve Frater H. Nguyen’s request for final vows. The ceremony will 

take place on Saturday, January 8, at 10:30 am at Sacred Heart Monastery / Sacred Heart Seminary and School of 
Theology.  

 
3. Frater Hung Pham –– The council voted to approve Frater H. Pham for the ministry of Lector.  
 

D. Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology –– Fr. Raúl Gómez-Ruiz, SHSST Rector, joined the council for updates on 
the school. He began by noting that the seminary has weathered pandemic concerns well; unless the Omicron variant is 
more serious than anticipated, SHSST plans to begin the spring semester at the same phase that it is now ending the fall 
semester (Phase 4.5). Two new seminarians are expected for the spring semester. 

 
Twenty-five people are registered for the January 3-5 Preaching Conference (it was later learned that 54 people had signed 
up). January 9-13, 15 people will take part in the “Pastors Toolbox,” a workshop being held at the request of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee since there are a significant number of new pastors.  

 
The reduced number of seminarian rooms following the renovation has prompted the seminary to review its program sched-
uling to ensure that there is adequate space for housing needs throughout the year. Housing during the second term of the 
summer ECS program is of particular concern.  

 
Fr. Luke Strand has been named the new rector of St. Francis de Sales Seminary, which has a collaborative relationship with 
SHSST. Bonnie Shafrin, director of the Lux Center, plans to retire at the end of the academic year. She has suggested that 
she be replaced with a full-time faculty member who would have teaching duties (in particular, Jewish studies courses) and 
manage the center. She has some potential donors to help fund the position, but would like to have a sense of SHSST’s com-
mitment to the center beyond housing it. Chris Lambert is building in a salary for the position in next year’s budget.  

 
Two SHSST staff recently participated in a webinar regarding government regulations related to the Clery Act. These regula-
tions are designed to ensure a safe environment for students. The amount of reporting and record-keeping needed for com-
pliance is quite burdensome for a school the size of SHSST. However, the seminary must remain in full compliance if it is to 
offer student loans under Title IV and/or VA benefits. Kathleen Dahlgren, province attorney, suggests finding a different 
means to assist students who receive these loans. Perhaps scholarships could be established to assist them; there are only a 
small number of students who apply for such loans. Fr. Gómez welcomes input from the council on the issue.  

 
SHSST recently received a grant of nearly $1 million from Lilly Endowment Inc. through its “Pathways for Tomorrow 
Initiative.”  

 
The Gregorian University in Rome is expected to vote on SHSST’s affiliation on February 17. And finally, at the request of 
the North American Migration Committee, Fr. Raúl nominated Sr. Norma Pimentel, MJ, for a Nobel Peace Prize.  

 
Fr. Gómez was thanked for his valuable service to the province in his work as SHSST Rector.  

 
E. Fr. Fabio dos Santos de Hora –– The council voted to approve Fr. Fabio’s request to minister in the US Province; the 

approval is initially for one year, with the possibility for a lengthier renewal after that.  
 

F. Houston Community –– Fr. Ed named Fr. Wojciech Adamczyk as administrator of the Houston community until a consulta-
tion can be done by the next provincial superior. Br. Gancarczyk had been local superior but is now on sabbatical. 
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G. General Conference –– The General Conference is scheduled in Rome from February 13-18, 2022. Major Superiors are 
expected to attend in person and remain after for a major superiors meeting.  

 
H. Archbishop Zolile Mpambani, SCJ –– The South African archbishop is scheduled to visit Hales Corners at the end of 

January when he is in the US for a conference. It was noted that at this time there is a travel restriction on people from 
South Africa coming to the United States. It was suggested that if he is able to visit Hales Corners that the archbishop stay at 
Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology / Sacred Heart Monastery.  

 
I. Provincial Election Assembly 

1. Facilitator –– Due to increasing COVID cases and added travel restrictions, Fr. John van den Hengel will not be coming 
to the United States to serve as facilitator of the January 3-7 Election Assembly.  

 
Fr. Tom Knoebel, an emeritus professor of systematic theology and former rector of Sacred Heart Seminary and School 
of Theology, agreed to serve as the assembly’s facilitator.  

 
2. Safety –– Councilors discussed ways of making the meeting space as safe as possible during the pandemic. Tables will 

be distanced and ionizers will be placed in the room. All participants in the assembly (SCJs and staff), and those taking 
part in any related functions (such as the jubilee celebration) are strongly urged to get a booster shot. Masks will not be 
mandatory but extras will be available for those who choose to wear them. Sanitizer will also be available throughout 
the meeting space. 

 
3. Table size –– Originally there were to be only four delegates at each table to allow for greater social distancing. 

However, it was suggested that better discussions would take place if there were six at a table. The council agreed and 
voted to change the Election Assembly Protocols to call for six delegates per table. 

 
4. Assembly staff –– The council voted to endorse the following people to serve at the assembly (delegates will vote on 

the names at the beginning of the assembly): 
 

Secretary: Br. Frank Presto 
Recording Secretary: Mary Gorski 
Tellers: Novices Jonathan Nguyen-Vuong, Jacob Smith and Michael Wodarczyk 

 
5. Schedule –– The assembly will begin on Monday, January 3, at 1:00 pm; the jubilee celebration will take place at the 

evening Mass. Tuesday through Thursday the assembly will meet in the mornings from 9:00 – 11:45 am and in the 
afternoons from 1:00 – 4:30 pm. Mass will be at 5:00 pm. All times are subject to adjustment depending on the needs of 
the assembly. 

 
6. Video –– The council viewed a draft cut of a video that is to be shown prior to discussion of the State of the Province. 

The theme of the video is “gratitude” and it was edited by Frater Paul (Phong) Hoang. Councilors thought that it was 
well done and expressed their gratitude to Frater Hoang for his work. No changes were suggested.  

 
7. Liturgies –– The following are the themes for each of the assembly liturgies: 
 

Monday: Jubilees (Fr. Kilianski will preside) 
Tuesday: Commemoration of the deceased (Fr. Schroeder will preside) 
Wednesday: Mass with the new provincial superior as presider 
Thursday: Mass with the out-going provincial superior (Fr. Kilianski) as presider 
Friday: No Mass is planned; the assembly is to conclude by noon on Friday 
 

8. Follow-up –– Br. Presto will send an email to delegates with final details of the assembly. Working with Nancy 
Grzesiak, he will assemble the delegate packets which will include the protocols, the State of the Province, a list of eli-
gible candidates and the schedule.  

 
IV. Fr. Kilianski’s closing remarks –– This is the final full meeting of Fr. Kilianski’s administration. He thanked councilors and sup-

port staff for their willingness to serve. Fr. Kilianski said that while he is looking forward to concluding his second term, there 
are aspects of being provincial superior that he will miss. He said that he is thankful and feels blessed for the opportunity to have 
served, especially to have served with the council and staff who have supported him in his ministry. His guiding principle has 
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always been to try to do what is best for the province. He is especially proud of the work that he and the council did in inviting 
international SCJs to be a part of the life and ministry of the US Province and hopes that the next provincial superior will contin-
ue to welcome international Dehonians. They not only allow the province to maintain its ministries, but international SCJs 
enhance the community and are a reminder of the internationality of the Priests of the Sacred Heart.  

 
V. Conference call –– The council will next meet by conference call on Monday, December 20 at 1:30 pm (central).  
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NECROLOGY
+Fr. Nélio João de Freitas Rodrigues Tomás, a member of the Portuguese Province, died on November 11. He was born in 1972, 
professed in 1993 and ordained in 2001. 
 
+ Fr. José Luis Segura Lacruz, a member of the Venezuelan Region, died on November 12. He was born in 1927, professed in 1948 
and ordained in 1952. 
 
+ Fr. Angelo Pedrazzi, a member of the North Italian Province, died December 11. He was born in 1932, professed in 1949 and 
ordained in 1958. 
 
+ Fr. José Norberto Konrad, a member of the Brazil Sao Paulo Province, died on December 19. He was born in 1934, professed in 
1956 and ordained in 1960. 
 
 

January 3-7, 2022: Provincial Election Assembly (Province Jubilee Celebrations) 
January 7: Brief Provincial Council meeting with new administration 
January 8: Frater Henry Nguyen’s Final Vows 
February 1: Combined Provincial Council meeting of out-going and in-coming administrations 
February 2: Installation of new provincial administration 
February 13-18: General Conference

CALENDAR

UPDATES
Fr. Tom Westhoven, SCJ, has moved to assisted living at St. Camillus. You can write to him at: 
 
St. Camillus Assisted Living 
10101 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Unit 1136 
Wauwatosa, WI  53226 
 


