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Minutes of the 907th US Provincial Council Meeting
March 9-10, 2021

PRESENT: Fr. Ed Kilianski, provincial superior; Fr. Quang Nguyen, Fr. Jack Kurps (video confer-
ence), Fr. Christianus Hendrik (video conference), Fr. Vien Nguyen, and Br. Andy Gancarczyk
(video conference), councilors; Dn. David Nagel, provincial treasurer; Br. Frank Presto, provincial
secretary; Mary Gorski, recording secretary. Fr. Charles Brown was present for discussion of the
Dehon Study Center; Fr. Raúl Gómez-Ruiz, SHSST president-rector, joined by video conference for
an update on the seminary; Fr. Joseph-Thien Dinh and Fr. Zbigniew Morawiec were present for dis-
cussion for the formation program. 

I. Check-in –– Councilors updated each other on themselves, their ministries and communities.
Just about everyone at Sacred Heart at Monastery Lake (including lay residents and many
employees) has now had the vaccine. The same is true of Sacred Heart Monastery and Sacred
Heart Seminary and School of Theology. Many SCJs throughout the province report that they
have either had the vaccination or expect to receive it soon. In Houston, Br. Gancarczyk and Fr.
Jerzy Mordalski have traded places; Fr. Mordalski is now living at the rectory and Br.
Gancarczyk is at the rented property with Fr. Richard Johnston. Fr. Tim Gray is recovering from
a broken arm. 

II. Finances 
A. Province Development Office –– The Development Office mailings have continued to expe-

rience positive results. Meetings between the staff of the Province Development Office and
St. Joseph’s Indian School have been revised. Instead of a large, monthly session, smaller,
more focused meetings around specific tasks are now taking place. There is an effort to
develop more personalized relationships with larger gift donors. 

B. SHSST remodeling –– Demolition is complete, and construction is underway. At this point,
the project is slightly ahead of schedule with an anticipated completion date of August 7.
The current project benefits from things learned during the remodeling of the monastery
wing. Mark Wenzel has been monitoring the renovation.

C. Procedural Audit –– The council voted to approve the audit report of investment procedures
used by the Provincial Treasurer’s Office for the management of the Growth and Charitable
Gift Annuity pools. No issues of concern were identified in the report. The audit was done
by CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen LLP). 

D. Investment meeting –– On February 23 there was a meeting of the Investment Committee
with Merrill Lynch and the independent advisor. Investment returns for 2020 were good,
showing a 14.35% return for the Growth Pool and 13.45% for the Charitable Gift Annuity
Pool.

E. Province Bluebook –– The audits of the province entities and the community year-end
reports have been collected into the annual Province Bluebook. Members of the council
were invited to review the reports. 

F. Province budgets –– Dn. Nagel noted that budgets are due to his office by April 9; they will
be reviewed by the Finance Commission on April 21.  

G. Province Finance Commission –– The council voted to approve the appointment of Frater
Hung Pham to the commission. 
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H. Grant to Venezuela –– The council voted to approve a request for a $12,000 grant to the Region of Venezuela to assist with
school supplies and teacher’s salaries. Last year, the US Province granted the region $10,000. Fr. Alejandro Iglesias, region-
al superior, made the request.

III. Administration
A. Justice, Peace and Reconciliation –– Earlier this year the Provincial Council asked SCJs to complete a survey regarding the

JPR office and more widely, how the province should address JPR issues in the future. Mark Peters, the current JPR direc-
tor, will be retiring at the end of April. The council reviewed responses to the survey, as well as individual input related to it.
Many SCJs indicated a preference for having an SCJ serve as JPR director. There was a suggestion that a member of the
Provincial Council have responsibility for the JPR sector, perhaps with the assistance of a hired staff person. 

The council decided that the first step would be for the JPR Commission members to have a facilitated dialogue to help
them envision how the commission can operate in the future, how it can attract younger SCJs to be a part of the commission
and its efforts, and to define the JPR issues that the province should focus on (in recent years migration has had the most
significant focus with some attention also going toward issues surrounding climate change). Fr. Kurps offered to facilitate
the dialogue and temporarily serve as council liaison to the JPR commission. It was noted that the current provincial admin-
istration is in office for less than a year and that it might be best to leave significant decisions regarding JPR personnel to
the next administration. 

B. Formation –– Frs. Dinh and Morawiec, province formators, joined the council for updates on the formation program. They
noted that there has been a good spirit in the community, students regularly participate in the life of the community and sup-
port each other. Many have been involved in the video projects organized by several of the students. The students have been
working together to raise money and prepare supplies for a homeless outreach program in Milwaukee. The formators are
beginning the process of organizing summer ministry assignments for the students. All students have received at least their
first COVID vaccine. Preparations have begun for the summer retreat.

Next semester the formation program anticipates having five professed students and up to three candidates at SHM. Four of
the current students are scheduled to go to novitiate; Frater Phong (Paul) Hoang will be on his ministry year in South
Dakota. 

The formation team at SHM has been meeting with the novitiate team (Frs. Andrzej Sudol and Byron Haaland) twice a
semester; the full team addressed the formation questions from Rome at their most recent meeting. It was suggested that the
full formation team meet with the council in May. 

Fr. Kilianski noted that the students’ grades from SHSST are sent to him as superior of the sponsoring community. 

The council briefly spoke about possibilities for the formation team next year when Fr. Morawiec is on sabbatical. Several
options are being considered. 

Fr. Kilianski thanked Frs. Morawiec and Dinh for their ministry to the province. 

C. Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology –– Fr. Raúl Gomez-Ruiz joined the council for an update on the seminary. 

1. Chief Academic Officer –– After nine years, Dr. Patrick Russell is stepping down from the position of Chief Academic
Officer / Vice President of Intellectual Formation (he will continue to teach). Dr. Paul Monson, Associate Professor of
Church History, has accepted the position of Academic Dean. However, he had previously been approved for a sabbati-
cal beginning in the fall semester. Ms. Julie O’Connor, currently Assistant to the Dean and Registrar, will be the Acting
Academic Dean during the Fall Semester. Dr. Monson will assume his new duties in January, 2022. Fr. Gomez outlined
several other plans for faculty and staff positions in the next academic year. 

2. Province anniversaries –– Fr. Gomez shared with the council a letter from Dr. Monson which noted three significant
province anniversaries of the province: 1) Fr. Matthias Fohrman’s founding of the Lower Brule Mission in 1923, 2) the
opening of St. Joseph’s Indian School in 1927, and 3) the dedication of Sacred Heart Monastery in 1929. Dr. Monson
offered several suggestions for ways in which these anniversaries can be commemorated at SHSST, but also offered to
collaborate with the province on celebrations of the anniversaries. In his letter, Dr. Monson noted that he was doing
research on Catholic missions among the Lakota. Later in the meeting it was suggested that Dr. Monson contact Fr.
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Hendrik (who serves in Lower Brule, SD) and Fr. Stephen Huffstetter (whose doctoral work was titled “Lakota
Grieving”) as a part of his research on Catholic missions and the Lakota. 

3. COVID-19 – SHSST was able to hold a vaccination clinic in February; second doses will be distributed on March 22.
The seminary has been partnering with Midtown Pharmacy for vaccinations and COVID testing. If infection rates con-
tinue to decline, SHSST hopes to move to Phase 4 of operations after Easter.

4. Dehon Lecture –– Bishop Joseph Perry, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, will be the presenter at the Spring Dehon Lecture
on March 17. He will speak on the Beatification of Fr. Augustus Tolton, the first African-American priest to be ordained
in the United States. Due to the pandemic, only students and staff will be able to attend the event in-person; others are
welcome to attend via Zoom. 

5. Pontifical degrees –– The seminary’s application to the Gregorian Pontifical University to allow SHSST to grant pontif-
ical degrees was received several days before the March 1 deadline. The application will now be reviewed by the uni-
versity administration and prepared for discussion and vote by the faculty senate. This is expected to take place in May.
Fr. Gomez expressed his gratitude to Dr. Jeremy Blackwood, Fr. Charles Brown and Dr. James Stroud for their work in
the process. 

D. Dehon Study Center –– Fr. Charles Brown met with the Provincial Council for updates on the Dehon Study Center. At the
December meeting, Fr. Brown was asked to: 1) Have a list of proposed names for the Dehon Study Center Advisory
Committee ready for review by the council at its January 26-27 meeting; 2) Have an initial budget and list of priorities for
the center available for review by the council at its March 9-10 meeting (both tasks are to be done in collaboration with the
Advisory Committee); 3) Consult with the appropriate personnel at SHSST about Fr. Brown’s teaching schedule and how he
can arrange his work as DSC director around it; and 4) Put in place what needs to be done to relocate the Dehon Study
Center to SHSST by the start of the Fall 2021 semester.

The council voted in January to approve Fr. Brown’s suggested members of the Advisory Board. At that time, he said that he
would like to include a member of the formation community on the board; he proposed Frater Phong (Paul) Hoang. 

The council voted to approve Frater Hoang’s appointment to the board. 

Br. Presto will send to Fr. Brown the sections of the minutes from the December and January meetings that refer to the DSC
to aid him in his work. The council urged him to arrange for a meeting with the Advisory Board as soon as possible. Fr.
Brown requested assistance in putting together the budget; it was suggested that he work with Mark Wenzel and Kevin
Stanke. 

Fr. Kilianski asked Fr. Brown if he intended to request a sabbatical within the next year; Fr. Gomez mentioned the possibili-
ty of a sabbatical during his updates with the council. Fr. Brown said that he planned to request the sabbatical in May, 2022,
and planned to use the sabbatical to further his work with the DSC. 

E. Letter regarding vaccine –– Fr. Kilianski shared with the council a draft of a letter that he plans to send to SCJs as soon as
possible. In it, he noted that much of the province has received at least the first dose of the vaccine or anticipates receiving it
soon. He encourages all SCJs and employees to get the vaccine as soon as they are eligible. However, the most significant
purpose of the letter is to ask those SCJs who have separated themselves from the community because of COVID-19 to now
take the first steps in returning. Once a person is fully vaccinated the risk of him contracting the virus is quite minimal. 

F. North American Theological Commission –– Following the endorsement of the Regional Council of Canada, the US
Provincial Council affirmed the appointment of Fr. John van den Hengel to another three-year term as president of the
NATC. Members of the commission include Fr. van den Hengel, Fr. Charles Brown, Fr. Gustave Lulendo and Fr. Zbigniew
Morawiec. 

G. Province Election Assembly –– Br. Presto presented the updated protocols for the January 3-7, 2022, Province Election
Assembly. The dates were adjusted, including a wider window for response time to allow for current US Postal Service
delays. General timeline:

- The assembly will be formally convoked by Fr. Kilianski in June. 
- Discernment ballots will be mailed on or before July 9; these must be returned by July 30. There are no protocols for

returning the ballots by email or text message. They must be sent via USPS or to the Provincial Offices fax number.
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Details will be in the mailing.
- The provincial secretary will tally and record the votes on August 4.
- SCJs will have until August 30 to remove their name from the consideration. Details for this will be provided when the

tally is shared. 
- The list of candidates for consideration will be submitted for approval to the Superior General and his council by

September 17. After approval is received, the list of eligible candidates will be published. 

The council approved the election protocols. They will be sent to SCJs the first week of June, 2021. 

H. Provincial Visitations –– Fr. Kilianski has finished all of the community visitations; many of them were done via Zoom. He
said that they went very well and he is grateful to the local superiors for assisting those unfamiliar with Zoom in setting up
the individual conferences. Although the pandemic has been a challenge for just about everyone, there seems to be a good
spirit in the province 

Again, Fr. Kilianski expressed his gratitude, and that of the Provincial Council, to individuals and communities for their
cooperation in making the adapted visitation work. 

IV. Membership
A. Br. Clay Diaz –– Br. Diaz is moving to an assisted living situation. It is hoped that he can attend Sunday Mass and brunch

with the Sacred Heart Community at SHML; he is to be accompanied by one of his guardians when making visits to the
community. 

B. Fr. Mark Mastin –– Fr. Mastin is having back surgery on March 22. His next assignment is contingent upon his recovery,
and after addressing his other health issues. 

C. Fr. Jean-Claude Mbasssi –– Fr. Mbassi is now in Lower Brule, SD, and is familiarizing himself with the area and his min-
istries. 

D. Frater Long Nguyen –– Frater L. Nguyen will join the Lower Brule community on March 15. Among the ministries that he
will be involved in will be CCD classes and baptism preparation. 

E. Fr. Anthony Kluckman –– His final liturgy with St. Joseph’s Indian School will be April 11. He will join the Sacred Heart
Community at SHML soon after. Staff from St. Joseph’s will assist him in his move. 

F. Br. Andy Gancarczyk –– As noted at the beginning of the meeting, Br. Gancarczyk and Fr. Jerzy Mordalski have traded
places; Fr. Mordalski is now living at the rectory and Br. Gancarczyk is at the rented property with Fr. Richard Johnston. Br.
Gancarczyk had requested permission to take a sabbatical that would involve international travel (a home visit to Poland).
However, while his Permanent Resident status is in process he cannot go outside the United States without risking an end to
the process. Br. Gancarczyk will wait to see if there is movement on his application before making further plans. He will
soon apply to renew his driver’s license. 

G. Frater Henry Nguyen –– The council voted to approve Frater H. Nguyen’s request to begin his final vows program when he
returns from his ministry year. He has requested that Fr. Jan de Jong be his program director. 

H. Fr. Louis Mariano Fernandes –– The District Superior of India and the Superior General have given permission for Fr.
Fernandes to remain in the US Province for ministry. He will complete his program at Loyola in June. 

V. Future meetings –– The council will next meet by conference call on March 18 at 10:15 a.m. (central). Future meetings:  May 4-
5 (budgets), June 8 (advancements in formation), September 14-15, October 26-27, December 14-15, January 7 (brief meeting
with new administration after Election Assembly), and February 1 (combined with new administration). Fr. Ed will make a
request of Fr. General that the new administration be installed the next day (February 2).
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NECROLOGY
+  Fr. José Francisco Schmitt, a member of the Brazil – Sao Paulo Province, died February 14. He was born in 1942, professed his
first vows in 1965 and ordained in 1971.

+ José María Baños Caballero, a member of the Spanish Province, died on February 24. He was born in 1952, professed in 1972
and ordained in 1979.

+ Fr. João de Deus Costa Jorge, SCJ, a member of the Portuguese Province, died on March 11. He was born in 1958, professed in
1979, and ordained in 1987.

+ Fr. Celson Altenhofen, SCJ, a member of the Brazil – Sao Paulo Province, died on March 12. He was born in 1950, professed in
1970, and ordained in 1975.

May 4-5: Provincial Council meeting (budgets)
June 8: Provincial Council conference call (advancements in formation; time to be determined).
September 14-15: Provincial Council meeting 
October 26-27” Provincial Council meeting
December 14-15: Provincial Council meeting
January 3-7, 2022: Provincial Election Assembly
January 7: Brief Provincial Council meeting with new administration
February 1: Combined Provincial Council meeting of out-going and in-coming administrations

CALENDAR

UPDATES
Br. Clay Diaz, SCJ
7400 W. Greenfield Ave., #318
West Allis, WI 53214

Br. Andy Gancarczyk, SCJ
6660 Merry Lane
Houston, TX 77023
OLG COMMUNITY: 2405 Navigation Blvd., Houston, TX 77003

Fr. Tom Lind, SCJ
Cell phone: 727-455-9051

Fr. Jean-Claude Mbassi, SCJ
P.O. Box 185
Lower Brule, SD 57548

Br. Matt Miles, SCJ, no longer uses email. His phone number and mailing address are in the province directory.

Fr. Jerzy (“George”) Mordalski, SCJ
2405 Navigation Blvd.
Houston, TX 77003-1599

Frater Long Nguyen, SCJ
P.O. Box 185
Lower Brule, SD 57548

Bishop Joe Potocnak, SCJ
Cell phone: 727-340-0795


