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January 2, 2020 
Dear Brothers, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and a good start to this new year. 
I am writing this letter to share with you some difficult news that I received last Monday. A week 
earlier I had an MRI on my left foot.  On Monday, December, 30, 2019, I had an appointment with the 
vascular surgeon to receive the results. 
 
These results were not good. I have a serious infection in the bones in the middle of the left foot. After 
discussion with the surgeon and his P.A., we came to the conclusion that there is really only one 
solution. That solution, although I will seek a second opinion, is to amputate the foot and the lower part 
of my left leg, about six inches above the ankle. 
 
No date has been set yet for the surgery. It will most likely occur sometime this month, sooner rather 
than later. It will require a hospital stay of about seven days, followed by significant rehab, hopefully at 
home. I will be confined to a wheelchair for three months. After three months, or when healed, I will 
receive a temporary prosthesis.  I will use this temporary prothesis for an additional three months until I 
am ready for the permanent one. At that time, I should be able to walk again. 
 
What does this mean for the province?  Obviously, I am saddened by this unfortunate news.  These past 
few days have been emotional for me while trying to put on a happy face in the community. It will 
certainly curtail my ability to minister as provincial in the short term.  Of course, I will do my best. I 
will, once again, be prohibited from travel.  I will decide, with the help of the council, what to do about 
the provincial visitations. I am hopeful that I’ll be able to do the local visitations.   
 
Having shared the bad news, let me share some good.  My right foot continues to heal well, but slowly. 
Soon, the P.A. thinks I will be ready for a prosthetic insert and a real shoe.  I am very happy about this 
news! 
 
Next week, Tuesday through Thursday, we will have our third provincial conference, which will be 
focused on our ministry. I decided to write this letter now so that the conference will be focused on 
ministry and not on me. 
 
As always I ask for your prayers as I continue to pray for each of you.  I also humbly ask, you my 
brothers, for your help and support. In whatever way you are able to do that will be appreciated. I see 
this new ordeal as yet another act of oblation. I will try to continue to remain strong and to serve you 
and our Congregation to the best of my ability. 
 
 I love you all,  
 
 
Ed Kilianski, SCJ 
Provincial Superior  

 


