
ellowship, prayer and sub-
stance.” This is how organ-
izers of the 2016 U.S.
Province Assembly

described the purpose of theJune 6-10
gathering held in Hales Corners, WI.
       No elections, no administrative
business, no statements to produce,
no agenda other than to come togeth-
er, in fellowship, for prayer and sub-
stance.
       What was the substance? Certain-
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Commemorating the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy,
assembly focuses on
“mercy” in SCJ life

The Dehonian charism and the Year of Mercy

Assembly participants gather for a group photo in the conference center; SCJs came from Florida, Texas, Illinois, Mississippi, Wisconsin... and Rome!

“

ly presentations around the theme of
the assembly –– “The Dehonian
Charism and the Year of
Mercy” –– provided sub-
stance. But so too did
times together on the
golf course, in the
chapel, around the din-
ing table, walking the
grounds. It was a time to
come together in com-
munity as a community
–– the most substantive
thing of all.
       But of course, there
were the presentations.
The first was from Fr.
Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ,
former provincial superior and now
general councilor. He spoke about the
Six Year Plan of the new general ad-

ministration, bringing it to life by
sharing a bit about those who put it

together: Fr. Heiner
Wilmer, SCJ, superior gen-
eral, and members of the
General Council. He also
briefly talked about the sec-
tors for which he has
responsibility, such as the
social apostolate with the
poor, education and
culture, parishes, and
youth ministry. He spoke
of the emphasis the admin-
istration is placing on com-
munication, enhancing its
web presence and finding
more ways to connect SCJs

around the world. He encouraged the
province to consider sending some of
its members to international training

Fr. Stephen Huffstetter
talks about the curia’s
Six-Year Plan
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programs that are being organized for
treasurers and those in formation.
       Fr. Steve concluded by noting that
the general visitation to North Ameri-
ca would most likely take place in
September, 2019.

Mercy and Fr. Leo John Dehon
       Fr. John van den Hengel, SCJ, for-
mer vicar general and now superior of
the Canadian Region, spoke about the
word “mercy” (“miséricorde”) in the
founder’s writings.
       “Is mercy a sign of our time?”
asked Fr. John. “I think that it is.”
       “Mercy” was chosen as the theme
of the 2015 General Chapter, and since
then, Fr. John has written at least a
half-dozen reflections on it. Yet he
feels that he and others, including
Pope Francis, who proclaimed the
Year of Mercy, haven’t quite found

sufficient language to really name
what “mercy” fully is.
       “Something keeps escaping us in
trying to speak about mercy,” said Fr.
John.
       Mercy as forgiveness, as a pardon
for sin, is one of the most frequently
used concepts of mercy found in Fr.
Dehon’s writings. God’s mercy
changes a person from being a sinner
to being in grace. Mercy is inex-
haustible, infinite. Forgiveness is
found in it, but mercy is more than
forgiveness.
       Fr. Dehon touches on the effect
that mercy has on those who receive
it. “Mercy makes possible the capacity
in humans to be merciful to others,”
said Fr. John. The founder was aware
of the power of mercy, that it does not
undo an act, but instead, lessens the
force of it.
       “Mercy is always in excess,” said
Fr. John. “It is a summons to take care
of the other.”

Mercy and the vows
       Fr. Byron Haaland, SCJ, spoke
about mercy in relation to reparation
and the religious vows of the Priests
of the Sacred Heart.
       “As Priests of the Sacred we are
called by way of reparation and obla-
tion to make the Church merciful,”
said Fr. Byron. “This is not an option.
It is our vocation, our call that drives
us to go forth into the world.”
       He spoke about the SCJ Rule of
Life. “When I saw it I said, ‘Oh my!
The genius behind it,’” said Fr. Byron.
“It was obvious that its authors were
inspired by Holy Spirit… How we as
SCJs understand repa-
ration is so simple, pro-
found and challenging.
Where it begins is with
the welcoming to the
Holy Spirit.
       “Our SCJ Constitu-
tions call us to collabo-
rate in the work of re-
demption of the world.
       “I’d like to reword
that to say that we are

called to collaborate in the work of
mercy in the midst of the world.”

Mercy and migration 
       Dr. Grant Silva, assistant profes-
sion of philosophy at Marquette Uni-
versity, spoke about mercy in regards
to the current migration crisis.
       He gave a detailed background on
the cause and effect of migration, es-
pecially migration across the borders
of the United States, the desperation
that compels many people to flee their
homes, or to send their children on
long journeys alone.
       Migrants, both legal and illegal,
should receive mercy, he said. Yet it is
important that this mercy not be given
out of a sense of forgiveness.
       “Mercy as forgiveness should be
reserved for us, those sinners who live
with our First World privileges and
yet do nothing to help our brothers
and sisters who reside in horrendous
conditions,” said Dr. Silva. “Mercy as
compassion is the best approach to

THE SCJ MINI-GOLF OPEN! During Wednesday
afternoon of the assembly SCJs headed to a
nearby golf course for a mini-golf tournament.
Obstacles included windmills, water hazards
and sometimes fellow SCJs. Two of the teams
are pictured here. TOP: Fr. Richard MacDonald,
Fr. Jan de Jong and Fr. Tony Russo; LOWER: Fra.
Justin Krenke, Candidate Phong Hoang and Fra.
Juancho Castañeda Rojas.

Fr. Byron Haaland talks about mercy in the vowed life of an SCJ

Fr. Thi Pham and Fr. John Czyzynski share a
laugh during a break. Fr. John was the chairper-
son of the assembly’s organization group. 
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take, and we should be sure that our
parishioners hear this when we advo-
cate for it.”
       In a Q&A session after his presen-
tation Dr. Silva emphasized that “We
exist in a social world. We have a
modern concept of states as individ-
ual, self-enclosed, self-sustaining
groupings. But our nation depends on
the existence of other nations. We
need labor and resources from other
places.” He emphasized that migra-
tion needs to be viewed through the
lens of a global, interconnected world,
not of one of borders and politics.

Mercy in our personal lives
       The final presenter on the topic of
mercy was Fr. Paul Kelly, SCJ, who,
reflecting on his own life, spoke about
how we are personally touched by
God’s mercy expressed through others.
       “Community life has challenges in
regards to mercy,” he said. “We come
together for the mission, for the com-
munity. We are so very much alike but
also so very different. And that is the
rub. How different we are! We unin-
tentionally hurt with words, slights
and misunderstandings. Sometimes we
choose to wallow in hurt. Sometimes
we choose in Divine Grace to forgive,
to live in mercy. It is difficult.”
       In facing challenges Fr. Paul said
that he often uses a prayer that is at-
tributed to Archbishop Oscar Romero:
       “Lord, I can’t, you must, I’m
yours, show me the way”
       “When it comes to being merciful
in community sometimes I say, ‘I
can’t,’” said Fr. Paul. “But if we allow
God to work in us, we can be shown

Fr. Quang Nguyen enjoys Fr. Wittouck’s homily!

the way; the way to give mercy, to re-
ceive mercy. I hope that we will con-
tinue to find deep experiences of the
mercy and compassion that God in-
tends for us to experience in and
through the lives of one another.”

Multicultural conclusion
       Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ, provincial
superior, was the main celebrant of
the closing liturgy. It was a bilingual
Mass in Spanish and English that in-
cluded the “Our Father” in some of
the many other languages of the
province, including Indonesian, Viet-
namese, French and Polish.

View more photos from 
the assembly at:

www.scjusa.smugmug.com

Focusing on the Gospel of Luke
and how it speaks to the situation
of those who live on the fringes of
society, including migrants

n May, Fr. Vien Nguyen, SCJ, re-
ceived his Master’s Degree in
Theology and his S.T.L. (Licenti-

ate of Sacred Theology) from the Je-
suit School of Theology of Santa Clara
University in Berkeley. He completed
the comprehensive exams and course-
work for the degrees over a year ago;
it was a necessary stepping stone to-
ward his doctorate in Biblical Studies.
       The next step was coursework
specific to the doctoral program, in-
cluding developing proficiency in He-
brew, Greek and German so that he
could do research. Fr. Vien has now
completed that coursework so that he
can move toward his final step on the
path toward a doctorate: his disserta-
tion.

       During a
recent visit to
the Provincial
Offices Fr.
Vien talked
about his four
years of stud-
ies. “It was all
leading up to
what I am
about to un-
dertake,” he
said, “writing my dissertation.”
       Early in the summer he was
working on his proposal. Although
Fr. Vien has already started to pull
some of his thoughts together, the of-
ficial writing process begins in Sep-
tember. He anticipates taking 12-18
months to complete his dissertation.
The focus of his doctoral work will be
about people on the fringes of society,
how people are separated by ethnici-
ty, gender and space. Much of his re-
flection will be based in the Gospel of
Luke.
       Fr. Vien will remain in Berkeley
while writing his dissertation. “I miss
being with the community but it
makes sense for me to stay there until
I complete the writing,” he said. “The
resources that I need are there.”
       Although much of his life is tied
to academics right now, Fr. Vien con-
tinues to do help-out ministry at local
parishes and occasionally leads
retreats. He hopes to continue to do
so while writing his dissertation.

Catching up with
Fr. Vien Nguyen, SCJ

I

Fr. Vien Nguyen
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500 years of religious life!

Fr. Stephen Huffstetter (general councilor), Fr. Duy Nguyen, Fr. Ed Kilianski (provincial superior), Fr.
Frank Burshnick, Fr. John van den Hengel (regional superior of Canada), Fr. Vincent Suparman, Fr. Joe
Dean, Fr. Joe Doscher, Fr. John Czyzynski, Fr. Greg Schill, Fr. Mike Burke, Fr. Charles Brown, Br. Frank
Presto and Br. Ben Humpfer. Jubilarians not pictured: Fr. Greg Speck and Fr. Anthony Kluckman.

ive hundred years of religious
life! That’s what members of
the US Province celebrated on
June 3 during the annual

Province Jubilee Mass.
       This year’s jubilarians included Fr.
Michael Burke, SCJ and Fr John
Czyzynski, SCJ (60 years of vows with
the Priests of the Sacred Heart); Fr.
Frank Burshnick, SCJ, Fr. Joseph Dean,
SCJ, Fr. Joseph Doscher, SCJ, Br. Bene-
dict Humpfer, SCJ and Fr. Gregory
Speck, SCJ (50 years); Fr. Charles
Brown, SCJ and Br. Frank Presto, SCJ
(40 years); Fr. Vincent Suparman, SCJ
(30 years); and Fr. Duy Nguyen, SCJ
and Fr. Greg Schill, SCJ (10 years).
       Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ, provincial
superior, was the main celebrant and
homilist at the Jubilee Mass. Fr.
Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, general
councilor, and Fr. John van den Hen-
gel, SCJ, regional superior of Canada,
were among the concelebrants.
       So who are the jubilarians?
       Frs. Burke and Czyzynski are not
only classmates but also former

priesthood in 1963. Like his classmate,
Fr. Mike, Fr. John studied at the
Catholic University in Washington,
DC, where he earned a master’s
degree in classical languages and a li-
centiate in theology. He also studied in
Rome, receiving a licentiate in Sacred
Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical In-
stitute. Except for his two terms as
provincial superior, Fr. John spent
most of his years of ministry preparing
others for priesthood and/or religious
life. He served for over 25 years at
SHSST, and in province formation, in-
cluding as novice master from 2002
until his retirement in 2014. Last year
he joined the Sacred Heart Communi-
ty at SHML.
       Fr. Frank Burshnick, 79, is origi-
nally from Forest City, PA. Ordained
in 1970, he initially taught for five
years at the SCJs’ Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary before entering parish
ministry. In Texas he served at Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Brownsville,
OLG in Raymondville, St. Cecilia in
San Antonio, and Prince of Peace in
Lyford. During his years in the Rio
Grande Valley he often assisted at a
refugee center established by the bish-
op of Brownsville. In 1984 he moved
to Mississippi, where he ministered at
the parishes of Sacred Heart in Walls
and Christ the King in Southaven. In
2007 Fr. Frank retired and joined the
Sacred Heart Community in Pinellas
Park, FL, where he continues to reside.
       A native of Grand Rapids, MI, Fr.
Joseph Dean, 69, was ordained in
1984. He earned his M.Div. from Sa-

provincial superiors. Fr. Burke served
from 1983-89 and Fr. Czyzynski was
provincial superior from 1995-2001.
       Originally from Chicago, Fr. Mike
Burke, 78, studied at Kilroe Seminary,
Sacred Heart Monastery and the
Catholic University of America
(Washington, DC). Among his
degrees is a master’s in Medieval His-
tory. Ordained in 1963, his initial as-
signment was as a teacher at Sacred
Heart Monastery (now Sacred Heart
Seminary and School of Theology). He
then went on to administration, first
as superintendent of St. Joseph’s Indi-
an School in Chamberlain, and then in
provincial administration. When he
completed his second term as provin-
cial superior Fr. Mike was named
novice master of the international
novitiate in Toronto. He continued in
various formation and vocation roles
until his retirement. He is now a
member of the Sacred Heart Commu-
nity at SHML.
       Fr. John Czyzynski, 78, grew up
in Cleveland. He was ordained to the

F

Fr. Duy shares the Eucharist at the Jubilee Mass.
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cred Heart Seminary and School of
Theology, a master’s degree in history
from Marquette University, and an-
other master’s from Harvard Univer-
sity (both master’s focused
on Medieval history). Fr. Joe taught at
SHSST for 10 years and then joined
the community at St. Joseph’s Retreat
Center in Baileys Harbor, WI. During
that time he traveled the country do-
ing parish missions. In 2007 Fr. Joe
answered a request made by the
provincial superior (Fr. Tom Cassidy,
SCJ) in a general letter to the
province. Volunteers were needed to
serve in Lower Brule, SD; if no one
was found, the province might have
to leave its ministries in the area. “I
thought to myself, ‘I can do anything
for three years,’” said Fr. Joe. That
was in 2007; he arrived soon after and
continues to serve on the Lower Brule
Pastoral Team (along with fellow jubi-
larian Fr. Vincent Suparman).
       Fr. Joseph Doscher, 82, is a native
of Deans County, NJ. He served in
Europe in the US Army for three
years before beginning his
discernment with the SCJs. Fr. Joe was
ordained to the priesthood in 1973.
His first assignment was from 1973-76
at St. Cecilia parish in San Antonio.
He later went on to serve in parishes
in Mississippi and California. From
1991-94 Fr. Joe was chaplain at Villa
St. Francis in Milwaukee. He then
joined the Sacred Heart Community
in Pinellas Park, FL. In 2012 he moved
to Milwaukee and joined the Sacred
Heart Community at SHML with resi-
dence at the Congregational Home.
       Br. Ben Humpfer, 71, was born in
Hammond, IN. Soon after his profes-
sion he began work in food service at
the Sacred Heart Novitiate in Ste.
Marie, IL. He also assisted as treasur-
er of the community. In 1972 he end-
ed up close to his hometown, minis-
tering at Divine Heart Seminary in
Donaldson. He moved to northern
Mississippi in 1979, where he
remained until 1995. Br. Ben taught
religion at Sacred Heart School, was
director of religious education at Sa-
cred Heart parish in Walls, and
served as DRE at Queen of Peace in

Olive Branch. From
Mississippi Br. Ben
came to Wisconsin,
where he was the local
superior of Villa Maria
(former SCJ retirement
community in
Franklin) and served in
the province vocation
office. After a year as
chaplain at St. Joseph’s
Indian School in
Chamberlain, Br. Ben
returned to senior min-
istry, serving as superi-
or of the Sacred Heart
Community in Pinellas Park, FL, from
2009-15. He is now retired himself
and is a member of the Sacred Heart
Community at SHML.
       A Philadelphia native, Fr. Greg
Speck, 68, was ordained to the priest-
hood in 1976. Fluent in Spanish, he
ministered for many years in Texas,
serving at Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Brownsville, TX and at OLG in Ray-
mondville. He was also a part of the
province’s parish team that serves in
northern Mississippi where he again
put his Spanish skills to use minister-
ing to the growing Hispanic popula-
tion in the area. Fr. Greg served sever-
al years in internal ministry, first as
director of vocations and formation
and then as province director of per-
sonnel. He is now the local superior of
the Sacred Heart Community in Pinel-
las Park, FL.
       Fr. Charles Brown, 62, was raised
in Mississippi. His first assignment
after ordination in 1984 was at Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary parish in
Franklin, WI (now St. Martin of
Tours). Fluent in French, he served as
a missionary in Zaire (now the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo) for two
years. His commitment to the
missions continued years later as a
visiting lecturer at St. Joseph’s Theo-
logical Institute in Cedara, South
Africa, and as province mission secre-
tary. In 1997 Fr. Charles earned a doc-
torate in the New Testament from
Loyola University in Chicago. Soon
after, he became an assistant professor
at Sacred Heart Seminary and School

of Theology.
       Originally from Pittsburgh, PA,
Br. Frank Presto is currently provin-
cial secretary of the US Province as
well as a member of the Provincial
Council. He has an M.Div. from
Catholic Theological Union in Chica-
go and an MBA from Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee. Br. Frank has
done parish ministry Raymondville,
TX and Chicago, as well as on the
Cheyenne River Reservation where he
served with the SCJs’ pastoral team
from 1986–2002. From 1994–2002 he
was executive director of the Sacred
Heart Center in Eagle Butte. The cen-
ter serves a wide variety of social
needs on the reservation. Br. Frank
was also director of the Province De-
velopment Office from 2011-13, and
served on several province commis-
sions, committees and boards includ-
ing the Finance Commission, Admis-
sions Board and Employees
Retirement Trust.
       Fr. Vincent Suparman, 52, is orig-
inally from the Indonesian Province.
Ordained in 1995, he first came to the
United States as a student in 1992 and
later returned to serve on the Lower
Brule Pastoral Team in South Dakota,
where he continues to minister. Fr.
Vincent loves to write and he often
uses the South Dakota prairie as his
backdrop. “Reflecting on mission ac-
tivities on the prairie, I came to realize
that I am called to serve people with
an open heart and mind,” he wrote.
“At the same time, I need to strength-
en my inner spirit and keep my life on

Fr. Ed congratulates the two 60-year jubilarians: Fr. John Czyzyn-
ski and Fr. Mike Burke. Both are former provincial superiors.
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track. When trials come, there is no
better way to endure them but by
praying patiently and attentively in
the presence of God. A simple prayer
helps us, not only to deepen our spir-
itual life, but also to stay connected
with God, other people, and other
creatures around us.” Among Fr. Vin-
cent’s assignments before joining the
US Province: serving as a missionary
with indigenous people in West
Papua.
       Fr. Duy Nguyen, 38, is originally
from Chicago and was ordained by
Bishop Joseph Potocnak, SCJ, in 2010.
Before entering candidacy, Fr. Duy
studied at the University of Illinois in
Champaign.  He later transferred to
the University of Chicago and earned
a bachelor’s degree in Information and
Decision Sciences. Fr. Duy graduated
from Catholic Theological Union in
2010.  He did his pastoral year in Low-
er Brule, SD, and also spent a summer
with SCJs in Argentina studying Span-
ish before professing final vows. Fr.
Duy’s first assignment after ordination
was in pastoral ministry in northern
Mississippi. He is now the pastor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish in
Houston and serves on the Provincial
Council. Last year Fr. Duy represented
the US Province as a delegate to the
General Chapter.
       Originally from San Antonio, Fr.
Greg Schill, 40, served in the US Ma-
rine Corps for four years before pur-
suing his vocation with the Priests of
the Sacred Heart. He has a bachelor’s
degree in political science from
Southern Illinois University,
Edwardsville and an M.Div. from
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago.
He did his diaconate at St. Martin of
Tours parish in Franklin, WI, and was
ordained to the priesthood in 2010.
Fr. Greg is now a member of the pas-
toral team serving northern Mississip-
pi and is on several province commit-
tees and commission.

hen she came to St.
Joseph’s Indian School 45
years ago, Mary Jane
Alexander didn’t even

have a teaching certificate. She saw a
magazine advertisement for the school
and decided to apply.
       “I wanted to work with children
and was particularly interested in the
fact that it was a school for Native
Americans,” she said.
       Two weeks after she sent back the
one-page application and a photo she
received a call from Fr. Tom Lind, SCJ.
       “You’re hired; when can you come
out?” said Fr. Tom.
       Mary Jane’s first job was as a
teacher’s aid, working with third and
fourth grade students. She also helped
in the dorms as needed. Considered a
volunteer, her compensation was
room, board and $200 a month. 
       Although she didn’t have a degree
in teaching, it wasn’t her first time in
the classroom. During her five years as
a Sinsinawa Dominican sister, Mary
Jane taught second grade at a parish
school and assisted with the kinder-

garten class.
       After a few years as a volunteer,
Mary Jane was asked to temporarily
fill in for a teacher who had left the
school. “I ended up teaching the entire
year and continued in the classroom
[fourth grade] for several years while
taking college courses at Mitchell
[Dakota Wesleyan University] in the
summer.”
       Going to school part-time, Mary
Jane eventually earned her teaching
degree and taught fourth grade for 20
years.
       And then she returned to school
again, this time for a degree in admin-
istration. “It was at the prodding of an
SCJ,” she said. “He challenged me to
consider administration. I didn’t like
the idea of spending my summers
back in school but I did it and after
three years I had enough credits to do
an internship as a principal.”
       Of course, she chose St. Joseph’s as
her internship location. Eventually, the
internship turned into a full-time job
as principal.
       Mary Jane missed being in the

View more photos from 
the Jubilee Celebration at:

www.scjusa.smugmug.com

Mary Jane (center) with Judy Houska and and Mike Pooley, members of St. Joe’s staff, and Mariah,
a student at St Joe’s. The photo was taken after a school assembly in which Mary Jane was honored
for her 45 years of service to St. Joseph’s Indian School.

It all started with a magazine ad

W
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classroom, but as principal “I was able
to meet and visit with more of the par-
ents, which didn’t happen often when
I was a teacher,” she said.
       During Mary Jane’s 45 years at St.
Joseph’s she saw the school go
through many changes. “The major
change was the move away from the
dorms to the homes,” she said. “We’d
have 50-60 students in each dorm
whereas now it is just 10-12 students
in a home.”
       The classroom sizes changed as
well. When Mary Jane started, class-
rooms had 20-30 students. Now, 10-12
is the norm. “With both changes we
are better able to reach the children’s
academic, social, spiritual and
emotional needs and help them to
grow.
       “We are doing more with the fam-
ilies as a whole, helping them to be
more invested in their child’s educa-
tion.”
       Change also includes increased
resources to serve the students’ needs.
“In the early 1970s we were lucky if
we had enough Crayons for all of the
children; we kept them in boxes in the
storeroom,” Mary Jane said. “There
weren’t enough text books for each
student to have his or her own, so they
shared.” Through the generosity of
benefactors, that began to change in
the 1980s. Now, each classroom is ful-
ly equipped with modern academic
equipment, such as digital
whiteboards.
       “And each student has a box of
Crayons!” she laughed.
       After a dozen years as principal of
St. Joseph’s Indian School, Mary Jane
became the Alumni Liaison in 2003.
       “I feel that I have come full circle,”
she said. “I started working with chil-
dren both in the dorms and the school,
and now I am working with some of
these same ‘children’ again, but as
adults…
       “It’s wonderful to have alumni
come back and recall things that hap-
pened when they were here and know
that I was a part of it. The respect of
the students and their families has on-
ly deepened over the years. Many
have told me that I am part of their
family, that I am their children’s
grandma. It’s an honor.

       “I also have had the opportunity
in this position to meet people from
the school’s earliest days. The stories
they share, the hardships as well as
the good times they had here, and
learning what they went on to do after
they left. There is never a week in this
job that goes by where I haven’t met
someone who was a former student
who stops by or calls.”
       Mary Jane even met four alumni
from St. Joseph’s first year, when the
school’s doors opened in 1927. Since
that meeting, three of the four have
died. “One gentleman is still alive,”
she said. “I try to visit with him at
least twice a year…
       “I tell people that I have the best
job on the whole campus. I meet the
kids who are here now and then I get
to meet and visit with others who
went here 10, 25, 89 years ago! I’m tru-
ly blessed.”
       At the end of the school year Mary
Jane retired. She says that she now
considers herself an alumna of the
school. “I’ll come back to visit, espe-
cially for the 90th anniversary celebra-
tion and the powwow.”
       She also considers herself a “De-
honian,” following the charism of the
SCJs’ founder, Fr. Leo John Dehon.
       “Volunteering, going out to oth-
ers, the less fortunate, those in 
need –– that is what is important to
me,” said Mary Jane. “This is very in
tune with Fr. Dehon’s message to go
out and be with the people…
       “Through my work with the SCJs
I’ve become a more prayerful, accept-
ing and giving person… St. Joe’s has
given me the opportunity to become a
better person than I was 45 years ago,
to fulfill my dream of working with
children and now adults and families.
       “What I have given to them is in
no way what I have gotten from them
in return.”
       At the end of the school year Mary
Jane moved to her hometown of Min-
neapolis where much of her family
still lives. Her new apartment is close
to the school where her niece teaches
second grade. Not ready for a quiet
retirement, Mary Jane has plans to vol-
unteer at the school, as well as the
nearby Veterans Administration com-
plex.

r. Brian Tompkins, SCJ, ministers
to our senior priests and broth-

ers, both those at Sacred Heart at
Monastery Lake and others who are in
nursing care. In the May 20th issue of
Dehonian Spirituality he reflected on
aging and ministry to seniors. The fol-
lowing is taken from that reflection:
       “Aging is inevitable. It is difficult
for most people to face that fact, espe-
cially in a culture
that promotes
youth and the
cosmetic elements
that are intended
to slow down the
process. Fear is
the word that
comes to mind.
Aging for the
young and others
who cannot con-
sciously yield to this natural progres-
sion of life see it as an assault on their
own mortality. It is difficult, then, for
many to spend time with a person
who is aging.
       “When I visit with senior citizens
in a nursing home and, especially my
SCJ confreres, I do not focus on their
physical frailty or their diminished
cognitive skills. What is important is
that I bring with me and demonstrate
my care and concern, and my support
and compassion. In a word: kindness.
Kindness is never wasted even if the
response appears muted.
       “I believe that I am not just visit-
ing the sick but feeding the hungry,
too. It is not the food of the dinner
table, a “meals-on-wheels”; it is the
nourishment of being loved and not
forgotten. The nourishment is God’s
love in the Eucharist and the love and
presence that is felt when I bring the
Eucharist.”

Kindness is the
greatest gift

B

Br. Brian Tompkins

Subscribe to Dehonian Spirituality at:
http://eepur l .com/6ErOL
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General treasurer visits
       Fr. Luca Zottoli, SCJ, general
treasurer, his assistant Aldo Ivaldi,
and Fr. Jesús Valdezate, an SCJ from
the Spanish Province who serves on
the General Finance Commission, vis-
ited the US Province in June. Al-
though they had some meetings in
Hales Corners, most of their time was

in South Dakota, where they learned
about SCJ ministries there and met
with development personnel. The
general administration is exploring
several possibilities for international
fundraising.  
       Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, a
member of the General Council, host-
ed the visitors during their time in
South Dakota. Before being named to
provincial and then general leader-
ship, Fr. Steve spent many years in
ministry on the reservations as well as
serving as executive director of St.
Joseph’s Indian School.

SCJ Schools in Collaboration
       Before the general treasurer’s vis-
it, St. Joseph’s Indian School was host
to the SCJ Schools in Collaboration
Summer Institute. This year’s group
included members of Holy
Family and Sacred Heart Schools
from Mississippi, St. Joseph’s Indian
School, and St. Martin of Tours School
from Wisconsin. 
       Flying into Rapid City for the
weekend, the students had the oppor-
tunity to tour the Black Hills, visiting
Crazy Horse and Mount Rushmore. A
visit to the state capital and a cultural
museum rounded off the road trip. By
Sunday evening the busy travelers
had time to relax and listen to the sto-
ry of Fr. Dehon as narrated by David

Schimmel, US
Province di-
rector of De-
honian Asso-
ciates. 
       On Mon-
day morning
there
were short
presentations on each school commu-
nity. Students from the SCJs’ San
Jeronimo in Spain and Gymnasium
Leoninum in Germany were able to
participate via Skype. 

Fr. Francis Vu Tran named 
superior of Vietnam District
       In the last issue of SCJ News we
reported that Fr. Francis Vu Tran,
SCJ, is heading to Vietnam to serve as
a missionary to the young SCJ district.
Shortly after the newsletter went to
press we learned that Fr. Francis had
been named superior of the
Vietnamese District. 
       Also named to the administration:
Fr. John Baptist Tràn Quoc Phong,
SCJ (first councilor), Fr. Francis Xavier
Tran Duc Thai, SCJ (second councilor)
and Fr. Vincent Nguyen Cao Dung,
SCJ (third councilor).
       The new administration will be-
gin its three-year term on August 12.
Fr. Francis will move to Vietnam in
early August.Fr. Jesús, Fr. Luca, Fr. Steve and Aldo 


