
or the past five years Fr. Fran-
cis Vu Tran, SCJ, has been do-
ing graduate studies in scrip-
ture, first earning a licentiate

in Sacred Theology from the Gregori-
an Pontifical University in Rome, and
since then, working on his doctorate.
He returned to the United States last
year to finish writing his thesis and
hoped that he would soon be putting
his studies to work teaching.
       “It was my desire from the begin-
ning to teach at Sacred Heart
Seminary and School of Theology,”
said Fr. Francis. “I want to be a part of
the SCJ presence there.”
       But as the old saying goes, God
writes straight with crooked lines. Or
as John Lennon sang, “Life is what
happens to you when you’re busy
making other plans.”
       Instead of SHSST, Fr. Francis is
heading to Vietnam.
       “My religious life has always been
full of surprises,” said Fr. Francis.
“When Fr. General talked to me about
serving in the Vietnamese District it
was just one more surprise.”
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       Fr. Francis was in Rome to meet
with his thesis advisor last fall. It was
then that Fr. Heiner Wilmer, SCJ, su-
perior general, approached him about
serving in Vietnam. Born there, Fr.
Francis fled the country with his
mother in 1988; he was just 11.
       “I grew up in California, all of my
family is there now,” he said. “I am an
American.”
       An American, but like many im-
migrants, he is one who straddles two
cultures.
       “Going to Vietnam I will have
much to learn,” he said. “Language
and culture are constantly evolving.
The Vietnam that I knew as a young
boy no longer exists. When I visit,
Vietnamese know right away that I
am a foreigner, the way I act and

talk.”
       But his background still gives him
a greater insight into Vietnamese cul-
ture than most other missionaries.
       “I think that I can be a bridge be-
tween cultures,” said Fr. Francis. “I
think that is why Fr. General asked
me to serve in Vietnam, to serve as
a missionary to the country.”

F

SCJ returns as a
missionary to Vietnam

Always
expect the
unexpected

Fr. Francis Vu Tran leads prayer with the formation community during his visit to Vietnam in January. 

A “selfie” with students in Vietnam
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A missionary
       “Missionary.” That is the word
that Fr. Francis uses when he talks
about ministry in Vietnam. He doesn’t
view it as going “home” to minister.
Home to Fr. Francis is
the US Province. He is
happy to serve in the
land of his birth and
hopes that he can
make a contribution,
but he also hopes to
return to the United
States with teaching
experience, along
with his doctorate in
scripture.
       The Vietnamese
government has given
permission for the establishment of an
English-language Catholic University
in the country, the first of its
kind. Permission has also been grant-
ed by the Vatican to allow it to be a
pontifical university. Scheduled to
open later this year in Saigon / Ho
Chi Minh City, the bishop directing
the project asked Fr. Francis if he
would be available to teach scripture
in English.
       It would be an opportunity to not
only be a missionary for the congrega-
tion, but for the Church in Vietnam.
“Teaching at SHSST would be easier,”
said Fr. Francis. “Just the amount of
resources available there is signi-
ficant.” At a university that is just be-
ginning to build its library, teachers
will have to be creative in providing
resources. “A lot of cutting and past-
ing, putting materials together as
needed” is what Fr. Francis sees in the

first years of the school’s
development.
       Teaching is important to Fr. Fran-
cis, but being a part of the SCJs’ pres-
ence in Vietnam will be his primary

focus. Because it
is a newly devel-
oping entity,
most its ministry
is tied to forma-
tion, preparing
young men for
SCJ religious life
and ministry. Fr.
Francis will be
living in and as-
sisting with
the formation
community. Al-

though it will be his first time in such
ministry, he has spent years working
with the Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth
Movement in the United States, train-
ing youth leaders and doing catech-
esis. “I’ll be able to apply many of the
skills that I learned there in a new
context with a Dehonian focus,” he
said.
       English is the official language of
the congregation in Vietnam but
sometimes it is easier to learn things
in one’s mother tongue, or at least get
an explanation of a new concept in
words that are familiar. Fr. Francis
hopes to translate into Vietnamese
some of the research on Fr. Leo John
Dehon that has been done in Italian
and English (such as the work of Fr.
P.J. McGuire through the Dehon Study
Center).

Future ministry
       Eventually SCJs in Vietnam hope
to focus more on ministry to migrants.
The district is currently very active
with a school that serves migrant chil-
dren.
       “Parents come to the city for
work, and find jobs working seven
days a week,” said Fr. Francis. “The
parents do not have enough money
for school so their children are left to

the streets. The school is a bridge that
helps these children not only get off
the streets, but get the education they
need to later move into high school
and build a better future for
themselves.”
       In the evenings, SCJs hold Bible-
sharing sessions for adults, as well as
catechesis. “They help these migrant
families nurture their faith,” he said.
       The long-term goals of the district
include serving in mission areas in the
north where priests and religious are
few.

Energy and change
       In January, Fr. Francis took part in
the district assembly in Vietnam.
“There was so much energy there, so
much vitality,” he said. “There
is youthfulness and zeal for the con-
gregation; that is energizing for me, it
rekindles my own vocation.”
       But at the same time, there is a bit
of apprehension in going to Vietnam.
“It is like the thrill of a rollercoaster,”
said Fr. Francis. “Simultaneously it
is both thrilling and scary…
       “I love my life with the US
Province; I am meant to be here. Go-
ing to Vietnam will mean living in a
very different culture, different
lifestyle, a different way of being. I
will miss the United States, the SCJs
here, my friends and family. I’ll miss
hamburgers and Kopp’s frozen cus-
tard [a famous Milwaukee brand].
       “But our congregation calls us
more and more to have a missionary
spirit, and a spirit of internationality.
This is an opportunity for me to live
my vocation as an SCJ missionary.”
       Fr. Francis plans to move to Viet-
nam in early August. Until then he
will work on his doctoral thesis; he
plans to have the bulk of it completed
before he leaves.
       “I look at the next few months
and I am excited, full of energy,” he
said. “But there is still a lot of work to
be done before I leave… and a lot
of hamburgers to eat.”Fr. Francis (second from left) with students.

“Our congregation calls

us more and more to

have a missionary spirit,

and a spirit of

internationality. This is

an opportunity for me to

live my vocation as an

SCJ missionary.”
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Fr. Ray Vega: medic, missionary, pastor...
a Priest of the Sacred Heart

r. Ray Vega, SCJ, died early

March 6 in Pinellas Park, FL. He

was 91. Originally from East

Chicago, Ind., Fr. Ray pursued his reli-

gious vocation after serving in the US

Navy. He was active during both

World War II and the Korean Conflict

as a hospital corpsman.

       Professed in 1957, he served the

Priests of the Sacred Heart as a reli-

gious brother for many years before

following the call to ordained

ministry. He worked as a registered

nurse, serving migrant workers in In-

diana, and later in the missions in In-

donesia. He also taught Spanish at

Divine Heart Seminary.
       It was while he was in Indonesia
that he began to think about the
priesthood. He attended the SCJ
scholasticate in Jogjakarta, Indonesia,
from 1970-72, and then completed his
seminary training at Sacred Heart
Seminary and School of Theology be-
fore his ordination in 1973.

       He returned to Indonesia for

three years after ordination. Back in

the US Province in 1976, Fr. Ray

served at Our Lady of Guadalupe in

Houston, Texas (1976-79 and 1985-86)

and at Our Lady of Good Counsel in

Brownsville (1979-84). He was also

active in hospital chaplaincy in Ten-

nessee and South Dakota, and served

as chaplain at the Holy Family Center

in Sioux Falls, SD from 1990-92.

       Fr. Ray assisted in ministry to the

retired at the Sacred Heart Communi-

ty in Pinellas Park from 1987-90. Three

years later, in 1993, he retired himself

and joined the community. He contin-

ued to be a member of the community

until his death; during his final weeks

he was in home hospice care as his

health declined.

       Fr. Vega is survived by his sisters

Aurora Villarreal and Maria de Jesus

Rico, nieces, nephews, friends and, of

course, his fellow SCJs.

       Wake and funeral services were

held at the Sacred Heart Residence in

Pinellas Park, FL and at Good Shep-

herd Chapel at Sacred Heart at

Monastery Lake in Franklin, WI. Fr.

Ray was interred at the community

mausoleum.

F

Fr. Ray had the opportunity to celebrate Mass with Pope John Paul II during a jubilee visit to Rome.

A member of the family receives a flag during
the funeral to honor Fr. Ray’s military service. 

Fr. Ray (right) with Br. Gabe Kersting and Fr.
José Ornelas Carvalho (now Bishop Ornelas)
during the 2013 general visitation. 
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An EXTRAordinary man
am an ordinary man,”
wrote Bishop Joseph Potoc-
nak, SCJ, in the April 15 is-
sue of Dehonian Spirituality,

a weekly e-publication from the
Dehonian Spirituality
Office of the U.S.
Province. “I know that
is why God chose me
to be a religious priest
and bishop, so that
anything that
happened or will hap-
pen in my priesthood
can’t be attributed to
my goodness, but to
the love and power of God.
       “I will be a priest 50 years
this year—39 years in South
Africa. Many people touched my
heart and life there, but I always
recall one poor, old, dying Xhosa
woman, whom I had the privi-
lege to hold her hand and pray
with before she passed away.
Her relatives told me when she
heard the church bells ring that
Sunday, she said she wanted to
be with Jesus.
       “She was just waiting for the

Father to come, so that she could
go to Jesus. And she did. My
whole priesthood was worth it to
be with the poor, dying woman.
She seemed to be unknown and

insignificant, but she
was precious to the
Lord.

“None of us reli-
gious and priests is
called because we are
righteous. We are called
because we are common
folks. I worked in a fac-
tory, served in the Air
Force as an enlisted

man before entering religious life.
St. Paul wrote in I Corinthians
1:27-29, ‘God chose the weak of the
world to shame the strong… those
who count for nothing… so that no
human being might boast.’ God
touches the hearts of people
through those of us ‘who count for
nothing.’”
       Dehonian Spirituality is a week-
ly e-newsletter of reflections and
prayers based in the Dehonian
charism. To subscribe go to:

http://eepurl.com/6ErOL

“We are
called

because we
are common

folks.”

I

Bishop Joseph Potocnak celebrating Mass at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology

SCJ scholar helping
to make the Word
of God understood

ne of the first challenges of

bringing the Word of God to

others is ensuring that it is in a lan-

guage –– literally and metaphorically

–– that can be understood.

       It was with this goal in mind

that the Daughters of St. Paul under-

took a massive project: translating

the African Bible not only into

French, but French in an African

context. After four years of work, La
Bible Africaine was published early

this year.

       One of the con-

tributing scholars

to the work was Fr.

Joseph Mukuna,

SCJ, a member of

Congolese

Province currently

doing post-gradu-

ate studies in Bibli-

cal Languages and

Literature at Loyola University in

Chicago. He is an alumnus of Sacred

Heart Seminary and School of Theolo-

gy’s ESL (English as a Second

Language) program and a graduate of

the University of KwaZulu-Natal

(South Africa) where he specialized in

“Contextual exegesis and Translation

of the Bible in African languages.”

       The Daughters of St. Paul

approached Fr. Joseph about the proj-

ect in 2013; at the time he was work-

ing with the Congolese Bishops Con-

ference as a Bible scholar for the Ec-

clesiastic Province of Kisangani.

       “For the La Bible Africaine I

worked mostly on the introductions,

notes and commentaries of Corinthi-

ans 1 and 2, Galatians, Ephesians,

Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2

Thessalonians, Timothy 1 and 2, Ti-

O

Fr. Joseph Mukuna
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Global migration: historical causes
and faith-based responses

tus, Philemon, and the letters to the

Hebrew,” said Fr. Joseph. He and

other scholars based their work pri-

marily on an ecumenical translation

of the Bible known in French as the

“TOB” (Traduction, eocumenique de la
Bible).

       “We adapted some of the transla-

tions to the French-speaking realities

and linguistic categories,” he said.

“Our working material and format

was the English version of the African

Bible.”

       As with the English version of the

African Bible, the purpose of the

French “is to bring the word of God

to people’s homes,” said Fr. Joseph.

“The language that is used helps peo-

ple to get closer to the biblical text.

Introductions, notes and commen-

taries in the Bible are contextualized

to make the Bible relevant to French-

speaking Africans.”

       An estimated 120 million people

in over 30 African nations speak

French, “which means that there is no

‘single’ French-African culture or

French-African race,” said Fr. Joseph.

“However, as Alexis Kagame, one of

the leading African philosophers sug-

gests, it is possible to find commonali-

ties in the diversity of Africa.

       “Language, he says, is the best

place to begin to identify and estab-

lish these commonalities. So, when

talking to Africans one must devel-

op, among other things, a good mas-

tery of local languages with attention

to idioms, slangs and other cultural

nuances. We tried to incorporate

these into the French tradition of the

Bible.”

       La Bible Africaine is enriched with

commentaries and footnotes that re-

veal the wealth of African cultures.

       Besides French, the African Bible,

published by Pauline Editions East

Africa and Pauline Editions Mozam-

bique, is now available in English,

Portuguese and Swahili.

n March 30th the North
American Committee on Im-
migration hosted a panel dis-

cussion on the root causes of today’s
massive waves of migration. Speakers
included Rachel Ida Buff, associate
professor of history at the University
of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, Louise
Cainkar, associate professor of sociol-
ogy at Marquette University, and Ed
Fallone, associate professor at Mar-
quette University Law School. The
morning presentation was held at the
Provincial Conference Center in Hales
Corners, WI.

Who are today’s refugees?
       The countries of the Middle East
are the largest source of refugees, said
Prof. Cainkar, “But they have also
taken on the greatest burden,” she
added. Among them “they host more
than 30 million refugees.” Turkey has
the greatest number, but Lebanon and
Jordan also welcome a considerable
amount.
       “These countries have been tak-
ing in Syrian refugees since 2011; yet

it only was termed a ‘crisis’ when the
refugees began arriving on western
European borders,” she said.
More than 50 percent of the refugees
are children; many of the most vul-
nerable are women. They represent a
wide variety of religious groups, so-
cial, cultural and economic
backgrounds.
       Reflecting on the youngest immi-
grants crossing the southern border of
the United States, Prof. Buff reminded
listeners that it is only out of an in-
credible sense of desperation that par-
ents send their children on such a
journey, alone, across multiple coun-
tries.
       “I am a mother; I would not send
my child off unless I was desperate,
fearing for my child’s life,” she said.
“We have to respect the circum-
stances that these people face.”
       Once these children, or any mi-
grant, arrives in the United States,
there is then the struggle to find a
way to stay in the country.
       Prof. Fallone said that the United
States grants refugee status to people
who are in imminent danger, such as

Fr. John Czyzynski, a member of the North American Immigration Committee, makes an interjec-
tion during the panel discussion on migration

O
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activists receiving death threats
because they are working for change
in their countries, and people who be-
long to persecuted religious or ethnic
groups.
       “But the vast number of migrants
are neither activists nor targets,” he
said. “They are simply victims fleeing
wars, drug lords and natural disasters.
We need to create a lawful way for
them to come to the United States.”
       The panelists also talked about
the economic impact of trade agree-

ments, such as
NAFTA (North
American Free
Trade Agree-
ment).
Although it
created one of
the largest free
trade zones in
the world, it
also dramati-
cally changed
the lives of
Mexican farm-

ers who could no longer compete with
large agri-business growers. Seeking
work, these farmers often head north
to the United States.
       

How to respond?
       “Whatever we imagine, we can
do,” said Prof. Buff. “We can change
things.”
       The laws regarding who can be-
come a citizen, who has access and
rights to health care, schools, jobs and
even voting are determined by laws
that are always open to review and
change. “There are many ways to
think of citizenship and rights,” said
Prof. Buff. “We can change any law…
When I think of the great civil rights
battles in the United States, the aboli-
tionist movement, women’s suffrage,
equal rights; those movements
succeeded because people empha-
sized the commonality of humanity.
They said, ‘we are all the same, not
different.’”
       That is the message, the panelists

said, that needs to be heard in regards
to migrants.
       “Migrants deserve to be treated
like humans, they deserve a meaning-
ful life,” said Prof. Fallone. “Why? Be-
cause we deserve a country where we
are welcoming, where our leadership
respects human rights.”
       “We need to take in refugees and
treat them with dignity,” added Prof.
Cainkar. “Destroy stereotypes with
conversations. Invite a Muslim to talk
to your congregation; there are organi-
zations that can provide speakers.
Build bridges between people to take
down walls. In the pulpit invoke
Catholic teachings. Build compassion.
Pope Francis is such a good role mod-
el for this.”

       
Change is constant
       Since its beginning, immigrants
have affected change in the United
States. Prof. Fallone likened it to what
happens in a family; a daughter mar-
ries, a child is born. “My family
changes when new people come into
it,” he said. “In the same way, the
country changes when new people
enter it. Just as in a family, we have to
be accepting and loving.”
       He urged faith leaders to encour-
age a sense of welcoming; eventually
political leaders might do the same.
       “Faith-based communities have to
say it is good to welcome the
stranger,” added Prof. Buff.
       Change comes incrementally, and
often slowly. “The great civil rights
gained for women and blacks were
done through conscious strategic liti-
gations,” said Prof. Fallone.
“Incremental court decisions led to
breakthroughs and change.”
       “Just show up; it matters,” said
Prof. Buff in regards to protests and
other public efforts. “We have to in-
spire each other. What we do individ-
ually really does matter.”

Read the full article on the province
website in the “Features”section:
www.sacredheartusa.org

20 Questions with 
Fr. Bernie Rosinski

Q: Where were you born and
raised? Describe your family.

My name is Bernie Rosinski. I was
born in Detroit, MI, on the east side.
By the time I was five, my parents
had purchased a home in St. Louis
the King Parish where I went to grade
school (I understand the church
buildings have all been sold now).
My father was a Detroit city fireman,
a job he loved. My mother was a
homemaker, in name and in fact. 

Q: What is your favorite book or
movie?

I have favorites in both categories.
However, if you ask me which have I

Favorite color? What
makes you happy? What
are you good at? What is
your greatest fear… 

“20 Questions” is a regular feature on
the province website in which SCJs
and those with whom they minister
and collaborate share a bit about
themselves in an informal Q&A, an-
swering the same 20 questions. The
following is excerpted from SCJ Fr.
Bernie Rosinski’s Q&A. Read the full
text on the province website under
“Features:” www.sacredheartusa.org

Fr. Peter McKenna of the
Canadian Region.



April 2016,  Vol. 37, No. 2 SCJ NEWS7

read or seen the most often, hands
down it is: Pride and Prejudice. I must
have read the book maybe 30 times in
my lifetime, and listened to it on CD
at least 12 times. I have all the movie
versions on DVD and like to watch
them in sequence, sometimes with a
copy of the novel in my hand. If you
were to ask me why, I would say to
you that Jane Austen is an absolute
master of the English language. Part
of her mastery is due to the fact that
she understood the Latin roots of the
language. I also see and appreciate its
great message: gratefulness leads to
love. Nowhere is this truer than in
our relationship with God. The better
we grasp his goodness to us, the more
we are moved to love him and see his
love for us.

Q: What are you good at?

I think I am good at seeing how sys-
tems work. Most of the work I have
done in my lifetime has had to do
with administration. I don’t think I
would make a great CEO (I don’t
have the patience and am not flexible
enough), but I would make a good
assistant or aid.

Q: What is your favorite color?

My favorite color is the color of the
ocean around noon on the sunward
side of a ship. It cannot be replicated
by man’s efforts. I can spend hours
just staring at the color.

Q: What would surprise people to
learn about you?

Probably that I taught myself mathe-
matics would surprise people. They
know that I double-minored in
applied statistics (I was strongly ad-
vised to steer away from the subject).
But the science fascinated me; I saw it
as a new way to see reality (at least
some reality). As I was studying it, I
would wonder why this, or why that.
I soon began to see that I was woeful-
ly deficient in math (the subject is not
greatly esteemed in seminary educa-
tion programs). So I bought (mostly

second-hand) self-help books (e.g.,
Algebra for Dummies) and began
working my way through them:
Arithmetic, Algebra, Advanced Alge-
bra, Analytic Geometry, Trignometry,
and even Calculus (though I haven’t
gotten very far in this yet…).

Q: What makes you happy?

This is a great question but not one I
could have answered just a few years
ago. It seems to me that I am happiest
when I am doing right (by God, by
myself, by others). Conversely, I am
unhappiest when I have done wrong
(by God, by myself, by others).

Q: What is your greatest fear?

I think my greatest fear is losing the
love and respect of family, friends,
and fellow religious because I have
done wrong by others. I used to think
that I had to earn their love and re-
spect. Now I am beginning to see that
over the years they have offered me
their love and respect graciously and
gratuitously and now it’s mine to
lose. I would hate to lose it.

Q: What trait or habit do you 
dislike in yourself?

Ha! This question gets close to the
bone. I have to say that what I dislike
most in myself is how I see myself:
perfect in every way, with full knowl-
edge of the right way to act and do
things, and my behaviors the only
way in which others should act. Thus
I am opinionated, vain, and fixated.

Q: What interested you initially
when you learned about the SCJs?
What interests you about the SCJs
now?

I don’t think I knew anything about
the SCJs when I entered their semi-
nary. I had only met their rep and
spokesman, Fr. George, and he
seemed like a good enough priest and
that’s about all. I did most of my
learning about the SCJs right in the

seminary, ob-
serving how
they treated
each other,
watching their
fidelity to
prayer, to
work, to serv-
ice, in the class-
room, etc.. I
was impressed. 
       For one
teacher I had
an old German
missionary priest who had been ex-
pelled from his mission at the end of
WWI and I was greatly awed by his
dignified conduct and behavior. 
       More than anything else what
stood out about the SCJs was their
sense that even high school boys are
capable of a spiritual life and the en-
tire seminary program was witness to
that as were the religious members of
the SCJ community. I came away with
a firm conviction that I was meant to
love God with my whole heart, my
whole soul, my whole mind, with all
my strength and my neighbor as my-
self. That has stayed with me and I
still have that same sense today about
my fellow SCJs: they, too, act and feel
that this is our main purpose in life. I
have been fortunate enough to have
lived among saints.

Q: Do you consider yourself a 
Dehonian? If so, what does that
mean to you?

Yes I do consider myself a Dehonian.
But my understanding of what that
means has evolved greatly over the
years, in part because I am older and
(hopefully) wiser and thus more fo-
cused on what is more essential for
the eternal life that is just around the
corner, and in part because our com-
munity understanding of the spiritu-
ality left us by the Founder, Fr. Leo
Dehon, has grown as well. We have
together studied and examined his
spirituality and the context in which
he lived and the focus he had and the
concerns that worried him. We saw
how he himself adapted and grew. It
has been an inspiration.

Fr. Bernie Rosinski
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Devastation in Ecuador
       In mid-April devastating earth-

quakes struck Ecuador, especially its

coastal cities. Members of the Priests

of the Sacred Heart escaped harm but

many of the people to whom they

minister were not as lucky. Ten

parishioners in Bahía de Caráquez

were among the dead and many more

were injured. Homes and businesses

were destroyed.

       “One can feel the tremors, realiz-

ing the devastation at the epicenter of

the earthquake,” wrote Fr. Pedro Jesús

Arenas, SCJ. “The Church of Quito

reacted quickly. The bishop and the

nuncio went to Pedernales and with

the help of the priests arranged to get

aid through the streets of the parish; it

was collected and put on trucks.

       “There are many dead and

wounded; as priests we want to be

present to give comfort and aid: wa-

ter, clothing, food, things that people

have generously given. We go with

the police because people are desper-

ate and they will do desperate things,

but we want the aid to get to the most

severely affected areas.”

       He looks to the future with anxi-

ety. “This is just the tip of the

iceberg,” said Fr. Pedro, “Everything

is in shambles. We will need a lot of

help for a long time. We want to

scream, and one way to do that is

through prayer. Our sweet God is

there and that helps.”

       The US Province pledged $10,000

toward relief efforts. If you are able to

make a financial contribution, contact

Fr. Dominic’s office at 800-448-7674.

“Like” the vocation page
       The Facebook page for Vocation

Central (province vocation office) has

sprung back to life in recent weeks

with the help of the Dehon Formation

Community. You can visit the page at

www.facebook.com/vocationcentral
and if you are a member of Facebook,

be sure to “like” it. The page features

vocational prayers and quotes, as well

as news items. 

A new church in India
       On April 21, SCJs in India

celebrated the blessing of a new

church: Velankani Matha in

Pedakakani. The church is a substa-

tion of Nambur parish. Bishop Gali

Bali presided

over the celebra-

tion; over 1,000

people attended

the event. 
       “We began
the procession to
the stage at
about 6:40 pm,”
wrote Fr. Tom
Cassidy, SCJ.
“Our first stop
was the church
so Bishop Goli Bali could bless it and
cut the ribbon. The church is certainly
very Indian in its design, colors and
homage to the saints (both inside and
outside the church). There were plen-
ty of lights for the evening, as well as
fireworks.
       “The Mass finished around 9:15
pm. I’m pleased to report that the
weather gods blessed us; we had a
cool, gentle and persistent breeze and
with the sun down, it was actually
like being in mid-summer Milwaukee
waiting for the Independence Day
fireworks. 

Ribbon cutting


