
ear the end of the year Face-
book often prompts users to
share memories from a previ-
ous moment in time: photos,

news items, accomplishments. With this
last SCJ News from 2015 we are going to
do a print version of “A Year on
Facebook,” looking back at memories of
the US Province (and the congregation)
from January through December. 
       In 2016 we encourage you to visit our
Facebook page for news, photos and
prayer requests. You can find us at: 
facebook.com/PriestsoftheSacredHeart. 
       You do not need to be a member of
Facebook to view the page; however, you
do need to be a member to make
comments on it. 

January 16, 2015
INSPIRED BY DE-
HON: “What has
always inspired me
the most as I
glimpse into the life
of Fr. Dehon and has
helped to shape my
own Dehonian life
and ministry was Fr.

Dehon’s deep conviction of the all-loving
presence of God,” writes Fr. Peter
McKenna, SCJ, in this week’s Dehonian
Spirituality update. “On a personal level,
the love that Fr. Dehon experienced
changed everything in his life! The hearts
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of the people with whom he ministered
and who ministered to him took hold of
the choices that Fr. Dehon made.         “He astutely and compassionately
invited people to a common table, entered
into a dialogue, and together with them,
discerned the signs of the times. Not only
did he denounce the reality of the moment
but he also announced new Gospel alter-
natives for what people were experienc-
ing. Fr. Dehon was a man who not only
got his hands dirty but in the process his
heart was stretched open. Continuous con-
version seemed to be the mantle that he
wore.”

January 19, 2015
ST. JOSEPH’S INDIAN SCHOOL 
RECEIVES GRANT: St. Joseph’s Indian
School was one of seven recipients of the
Walmart Foundation’s South Dakota State
Giving Program. The SCJs’ school for
Native American children received
$42,500 to expand its healthy lifestyle and
food preparation programs.
       “We’re proud to partner with
nonprofit organizations throughout South
Dakota as we believe they are crucial
building blocks for strong communities,”
said Sharon Power, Walmart’s regional
general manager in South Dakota. “Em-
powering residents and combating hunger
are essential for a community’s health,
and we eagerly await the impact St.

Joseph’s program will have on the Lakota
children and families in South Dakota.”

February 27, 2015
MASSACHUSETTS YOUTH
VOLUNTEER AT SHSM: Holy Name
Youth Group from Boston, MA, came to
Mississippi last week to escape the eight
feet of snow at home and work on a laun-
dry list of projects for the Sacred Heart
Southern Missions Volunteer Program.
Unfortunately, when they arrived Missis-
sippi’s first snow and ice of the year land-
ed with them. Not to be deterred, the 30-
plus group of volunteers and their chaper-
ones spent the week tackling five job-sites
and working at the SHSM Thrift Store
and Garden Cafe and Food Pantry in Hol-
ly Springs.

Boston volunteers at SHSM in February.

A year on Facebook

Fr. Peter McKenna

March 2, 2015
VOCATION EVENTS: Staff from our
province vocation office will be at several
youth events in the next few weeks, in-
cluding the Rice High School Vocation
Event on Friday, March 6. Br. Long
Nguyen, SCJ, will represent the commu-
nity in Bloomfield Hills, MI, at the bian-
nual event where religious and diocesan
priests speak to the school’s juniors and
seniors. The school has a history of nur-
turing vocations to religious life and the
priesthood. In the weeks ahead the voca-
tion office will be at events in St. Charles,
IL, Anaheim, CA, Atchison, KS, and Mil-
waukee, WI.
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March 13, 2015
BISHOP JOE PRESIDES AT ST. 
MARTIN OF TOURS CONFIRMATIONS:
Congratulations to the 2015 confirmation
class at St. Martin of Tours Parish School
- Franklin, WI. Our own Bishop Joseph
Potocnak, SCJ, presided at the confirma-
tion last Saturday. He is pictured here
with students and clergy. Participants in-
cluded Michael Neeland - seminarian; Dn.
Bruno Nguyen, Fr. Yvon Sheehy, SCJ -
pastor, Fr. Joseph Dinh, SCJ - assoc. pas-
tor, and Dn. Chuck Schneider.

March 14, 2015
COMMEMORATING THE FOUNDER’S
BIRTH: Each year the superior general
writes a letter to commemorate the
anniversary of the birth of Fr. Leo John
Dehon, founder of the Priests of the Sa-
cred Heart. Fr. Dehon was born on March
14, 1843.
       “Truthfully, it’s not to recall a date
but to remember a man whose approach to
God and whose understanding of the
Kingdom of God generated a movement
that still is alive today and that draws to-
gether many persons into the Dehonian
family: women, men, children, young,
old, parents, unmarried singles, lay and
consecrated people,” wrote Fr. José Or-
nelas Carvalho, SCJ, then superior general
and now bishop of Setíubal, Portugal. 
       “…To all of us it seems obvious that
the theme of mercy [chosen several
months prior as the theme for the 2015
General Chapter] has become ours with
greater force thanks to the magisterial
teaching of Pope Francis. In fact, from the
first day of his pontificate, both by word

and action, Pope
Francis has
proclaimed that the
church must be a
‘Church of Mercy.’
By so doing, he has
touched many peo-
ple and has thus re-
sponded to the wish
of many, both inside
and outside the
church.”

[Editor’s note:
Just a month after
the March 14th let-

ter, Pope Francis proclaimed that there
would be a Year of Mercy which would
begin on December 8.]

of our novices told me they come to St.
Joseph’s from time to time to put
on shows for the residents. The home has
a small auditorium with a stage that lends
itself well to putting on a performance. I
asked Jesu if they do dance routines (he’s
one of the better dancers) and he said
‘yes’ and that sometimes they get the resi-
dents involved as well. In that case they
do what here is called an action dance.
Some of you might be familiar with these
as ice-breakers with youth groups or other
such gatherings; if not, think of the
famous chicken dance and you get the
idea…
       “The dining room serves both men
and women though it seemed to me most
tables were either all men or all women
but I was not really paying too much at-
tention to that. Of course rice was an im-
portant component of the meal. The fa-
vored drink was buttermilk, which,
according to Indians, helps cool you
down…
       “Conversations ebbed and flowed in
one direction or another but one question
kept popping up from group to group: I
wonder who won the cricket match? —
Happy to report India by 109 runs!”

March 23, 2015
WELCOME! On March 21 Henry Minh
Bui Nguyen, 26, was accepted as a candi-
date for the Priests of
the Sacred Heart.
From Orange County,
CA, Henry works as
an agency intern spe-
cialist at State Farm
Insurance. Active in
his local church, Hen-
ry is also a leader with
the Vietnamese Eu-
charistic Youth Movement (TNTT). He
will join the Dehon Formation Communi-
ty in fall and attend St. Xavier University.

March 25, 2015
SHSM THE BIG WINNER IN CASINO
CONTEST: Sacred Heart Southern Mis-
sions and the many people it serves
through the Flanagan Center Food Pantry
were the big winners of a recent casino

Bishop Joseph Potocnak and the St. Martin of Tours confirmands.

St. Joe’s students meet the SD governor.

March 19, 2015
ST. JOE’S STUDENTS MEET SD 
GOVERNOR: Students from the St.
Joseph’s Indian School Explorers Club
met South Dakota governor Dennis Dau-
garrd on a recent visit to the state capital.
The Explorers Club offers middle school
boys in the community lessons in things
like government, parliamentary procedure
and even tying a tie. But even more than
that, the Explorers teach service. Since the
club was founded in 2001 more than
$70,000 has been donated back the com-
munity from the Explorers’ fund-raising
activities.

March 21, 2015
FROM INDIA: On the province blog Fr.
Tom Cassidy, SCJ, writes a post from In-
dia where he assists in the formation pro-
gram for several months of the year. 
       “Yesterday we went to St. Joseph’s
Home for Seniors run by the Little Sisters
of the Poor,” wrote Fr. Tom about a trip
he made with the SCJ students. “Several

Henry Nguyen
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contest among three MGM
properties: the Gold Strike
Casino Resort in Tunica (MS),
Beau Rivage in Biloxi (MS)
and MGM Grand Detroit (MI).
Begun three years ago, the re-
gional “Food Fight” is both a
contest and a challenge to the
employees of each casino to
replenish their local food pantries. This
year Gold Strike collected over 7,000
pounds of food during the contest, filling
a cargo van, two pick-up trucks and an
SUV. The group also did the grunt work
of unloading all the goods. The Gold
Strike has a long history of generosity to-
ward SHSM.

March 31, 2015
CONGRATULATIONS! Nine seminarians
from Sacred Heart Seminary and School
of Theology were instituted as readers by
Bishop William Callahan, bishop of
LaCrosse, during a Mass at SHSST earlier
this month.

April 14, 2015
NORAM ADMINISTRATIONS MEET:
The SCJ administrations of Canada and
the US gathered in Ottawa for their bian-
nual meeting April 13-14. Discussion top-
ics included the upcoming General Chap-
ter, the welcoming of international SCJs,
possibilities for sharing the Dehonian
charism among laity, and renewal/retreats
for SCJs in North America. The meeting
was also an opportunity for the two coun-
cils to visit with members of the local SCJ
community in Ottawa.

April 23, 2015
KINDERGARTEN WINDMILLS: Holy
Family’s kindergarten class has been busy
with all types of interactive learning. Stu-
dents are pictured here testing their hand-
made windmills. Ms. Rayford and Ms.
Isom’s class has also been studying farm-
ing with the help of the Mississippi State
University Extension Service. Holy Fami-
ly, in Holly Springs, MS, is a part of Sa-
cred Heart Southern Missions.

April 24, 2015
THANK YOU AND FAREWELL: Barb
Haag, food services director for Sacred
Heart at Monastery Lake, has left Sodexo,
the company with which the province con-
tracts for food service and other operations
at SHML and Sacred Heart Semoinary and
School of Theology. Barb had worked with
the Priests of the Sacred Heart for 18 of her
33 years with Sodexo. On April 24 the resi-
dents at Sacred Heart at Monastery Lake
had a farewell party for her.

April 29, 2015
THE TRANSITION TO HS: Bridget Mar-
tin, principal of Sacred Heart School in
Southaven, MS (Sacred Heart Southern
Missions) recently had an article published
by the Mississippi Catholic. Ms. Martin is
both principal of the school and an alumna!
Excerpted from the article:
       “…One of the largest transitions for
children may be transitioning from middle
school into high school. This transition
ignites an enthusiasm and strikes a fear in
young teens and parents alike. The
thought of a new school, new teachers,
new friends, and new expectations elicits
a range of emotions all at one time.
       “Interestingly enough, both parents
and students feel the same pressure before
the transition to high school. I recently

asked eighth grade students
in my school what concerns
them most about transition-
ing to high school. Then I
asked their parents the
same question. Students
worry whether or not they
will make friends. Parents
worry about the type of

friends they will make in high school.
Students worry about the clubs they will
join while parents worry about the cost of
the clubs. Both were equally concerned
about the academic rigor of high
school...”

Members of the administrations of Canada
and the United States at their joint meeting in
Ottawa.

Students at Holy Family School in Holy Springs, MS, test their windmills.

Fr. Steve introduces members of the US
Province taking part in the XXIII General Chapter.

May 19, 2015
GENERAL CHAPTER BEGINS: From
May 17 - June 6 delegates from around
the world meet in Rome at the General
Chapter. It is a time to review the activi-
ties of the congregation and to set a
course for the future. It is also a time to
select a new general administration.
Check the DehoniansWorldwide Facebook
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page for reports, videos and photos:
www.facebook.com/dehoniansworldwide.

May 26, 2015
FR. STEVE ELECTED: Our own Fr.
Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, provincial supe-
rior of the US Province, was elected to the
General Council of the Priests of the Sa-
cred Heart. The election took place this
afternoon (May 26) during the congrega-
tion’s General Chapter in Rome. Congrat-
ulations Fr. Steve!

SCJ. Fr. Steve, the former provincial su-
perior of the US Province, was elected to
the General Council in Rome just weeks
ago. He is currently in Rome, preparing
for his new ministry.

June 22, 2015
BRUTAL STORMS IN SOUTH DAKOTA:
Brutal storms with high winds did signifi-
cant damage in South Dakota over the
weekend. The SCJs were among the lucky
ones. Fr. Hendrik reports that the commu-
nity house and churches ministered to by
the Lower Brule Pastoral Team escaped
damage. “Trees fell, but none did damage
to the churches or our house.” 
       Unfortunately, many of the SCJs’
neighbors were not as lucky. Several
homes suffered extensive damage and in
Fort Thompson a parishioner (Wilford
Wind) died when his trailer home was de-
stroyed. St. Joseph’s Indian School was
also affected by the storm. Trees were up-
rooted throughout the Chamberlain cam-
pus and the power was knocked out.
       “Please keep those affected by the
storm in your prayers,” said Fr. Hendrik.

June 30, 2015
OLG GRADS: Congratulations to the
2015 graduating class of Our Lady of
Guadalupe School in Houston — each
member of the class was accepted to and
will be attending a Catholic high school
this fall. Enjoy your summer break!

July 7, 2015
PROVINCE JUBILEES: The US Province
celebrated the religious jubilees of 11
SCJs on Monday evening, July 6. Fr. Ed
Kilianski, SCJ, interim provincial superi-
or, as well as one of the jubilarians (40
years of vows), was the main celebrant.
Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, newly elect-
ed general councilor, was the homilist.
The rest of the jubilarians included: Fr.
Steve Wiese, SCJ (60 years of
profession); Br. Francis Snider, SCJ (50);
Fr. Gary Lantz, SCJ and Fr. Robert Tuck-
er, SCJ (40); Fr. Zbigniew Morawiec, SCJ
(30); Fr. Christianus Hendrik, SCJ (25),
Fr. Joseph Thien Dinh, SCJ, Br. Andy

Gancarczyk, SCJ, Fr. Quang Nguyen, SCJ
and Fr. Edward Zemlik, SCJ (20)

July 20, 2015
THE BELL HAS ARRIVED! Many thanks
from our Indian SCJs who recently sent
photos of the new bell for Sacred Heart
Church in Eluru. Benefactors in the United
States contributed to the construction of
the church’s bell tower. Among the other
projects that the US Province is helping to
sponsor in India is the installation of toi-
lets in 180 homes that are currently with-
out. Thank you, as always, for your gen-
erosity and prayers.

July 22, 2015
SHSST GRAD TEACHES COURSE ON
DEAF MINISTRY: Fr. Christopher Klus-
man, a Sacred Heart alum and one of only
a handful of deaf priests in the United
States, will teach a course on American
Sign Language and deaf culture at Sacred
Heart Seminary and School of Theology
this fall. The class is open to the public.
This is the first time a course like this,

Fr. Steve was the main celebrant on the day of
his election to the General Council in Rome.

June 7, 2015
NEW ADMINISTRATION BEGINS
TERM: On Saturday, June 6, the 23rd
General Chapter of the Priests of the Sa-
cred Heart came to an end. Fr. Stephen
Huffstetter, SCJ, begins his six-year term
as a member of the General Council. Of
course, Fr. Heiner Wilmer, SCJ, also starts
his term as superior general. 
       Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ, vice-provin-
cial, assumes the duties of interim-provin-
cial of the US Province until a new ad-
ministration is chosen during the election
assembly at the end of August. 

June 12, 2015
FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART: Sa-
cred Heart Monastery hosted its annual
feast-day liturgy for the feast of the Sa-
cred Heart. The main chapel was just
about filled to capacity with friends, fami-
ly and fellow religious and clergy. Fr. Jim
Schroeder, SCJ, was the main celebrant,
stepping in for Fr. Stephen Huffstetter,

Fr. Steve Wiese is congratulated by fellow jubi-
larians on his 60 years of religious life. 

Fr. Christopher Klusman, SHSST alum and teacher.
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with a focus on ministry, has been offered
in the Milwaukee Archdiocese, according
to Fr. Klusman.
       “This is a comprehensive course, in-
corporating many facets such as American
Sign Language, deaf culture, ministry
with the deaf, and related topics,” he said.
       Fr. Klusman, deaf since birth, is the
associate director of the Deaf/Hard of
Hearing Ministry for the archdiocese.
       

August 6, 2015
ON THE WAY TO MARIAN DAYS! Br.
Long, Nguyen, SCJ and Fr. Quang
Nguyen, SCJ, from the vocation office
loaded up the van this week to head to
Carthage, MO, for Marian Days. Marian
Days is a pilgrimage of Vietnamese
Catholics and their descendants done in
honor of the Immaculate Heart of the Vir-
gin Mary, as well as in memory of their
homeland across the Pacific. The festival
is highlighted by a huge outdoor Mass
held on the grounds of the Congregation
of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. The voca-
tion office staffs a booth at the celebration
to share information about the Priests of
the Sacred Heart and about vocations to 
the Church in general.

August 13, 2015
CANADIAN ASSEMBLY: During its an-
nual assembly, members of the Canadian
Region gathered at the community house
in Montréal to celebrate the jubilees of Fr.
John van den Hengel, SCJ (50th anniver-
sary of priesthood), Fr. Walter van As,
SCJ (65th anniversary of priesthood) and
Fr. Richard Woodbury, SCJ (50th anniver-
sary of profession). Also during the cele-
bration Br. Vermont Kifack Bengourion
Zebaze, SCJ, made his perpetual profes-
sion. 

August 16, 2015
VOW RENEWALS: Congratulations to
SCJ Fraters Justin Krenke, James Nguyen,
Juan Carlos (“Juancho”) Castañeda Rojas
and Joseph Vu who renewed their
religious vows during the past week. They
are pictured here working on a project at
last year’s Provincial Chapter. 
       “What drew me to the Priests of the
Sacred Heart is the charism and spirituali-

the Provincial Council. He is pictured
here to the right of Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ.
Fr. Ed stood with the new council at the
end of the “business” session of the as-
sembly. The closing Mass and installation
will be this evening at Sacred Heart at
Monastery Lake. The new Provincial
Council includes: Fr. Quang Nguyen,
SCJ, Fr. Duy Nguyen, SCJ, Fr.
Christianus Hendrik, SCJ, Fr. Jack Kurps,
SCJ and Br. Frank Presto, SCJ. They be-
gin their three-year term immediately.

September 11, 2015
ESL CULTURAL FAIR: Each year students
in the ESL program at Sacred Heart Sem-
inary and School of
Theology share a bit
of their home cul-
tures with the semi-
nary community,
SCJs and local staff.
Among those taking
part was SCJ candi-
date Liem Nguyen,
pictured at right. 

September 18, 2015 
REUNITED WITH BISHOP JOE: Fr.
Michael Benedict, SCJ, from India writes
that his favorite moment from his visit to
Florida wasn’t Disney, instead it was
“visiting with Bishop Joseph Potocnak in
Pinellas Park!” he said. Fr. Michael min-
istered with Bishop Joe in South Africa
in 2009. “When I left South Africa I nev-
er thought that I would see the bishop
again but God gave me a chance here.
We had a few good hours of sharing and
laughing and I also had the opportunity
to concelebrate Mass with him. I am very
grateful!”
       

October 9, 2015
WRITING FROM INDIA: Fr. Tom Cas-
sidy, SCJ, will soon conclude his time in
India… at least for now. He returns to the
district every few months to assist with
formation and administration. In today’s
entry he writes about celebrating the Feast
of the Holy Rosary at Sacred Heart parish
in Nambur:

ty found in Fr. Leo Dehon’s writings,”
wrote Frater James after his first vow re-
newal. “Fr. Dehon always found comfort
in the knowledge that God loves him
tremendously, which is symbolized in the
burning Heart of Christ. Fr. Dehon wants
those of us who are dedicated to the love
of God to be living examples of the love
that Jesus had. I strive to live in that spirit
of our founder daily through my religious
vows: ‘In poverty, I desire to give all I
have. In chastity, I desire to give all I am.
And in obedience, I desire to give all I
will become.’”

August 25, 2015
FR. ED KILIANSKI ELECTED AS NEW
PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR! On Tuesday,
August 25, the US Province elected Fr.
Ed Kilianski, SCJ, as its 15th provincial
superior. 

August 27, 2015 
A NEW ADMINISTRATION: Congratu-
lations to Br. Frank Presto who was
elected as the fifth and final member of

Fraters Juancho, Joseph, Justin and James

The newly elected administration 

Liem Nguyen
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November 2, 2015
ALL SAINTS DAY IN TORONTO: The
Priests of the Sacred Heart minister to two
ethnically diverse parishes in the Archdio-
cese of Toronto –– St. Thomas More and
Our Lady of the Rosary. Over 40 national-
ities are represented at St. Thomas More.
Masses are celebrated in several
languages, including English, Spanish and
Portuguese. The pastoral team is also di-
verse: the pastor, Fr. Willyans Rapozo,
SCJ, is from Brazil, as is associate pastor
Fr. Benedito Machado, SCJ. Fr. Aegidius
Warsito, SCJ, another associate, is from
Indonesia. Photos from All Saints Day:
http://tinyurl.com/TorAllSaints

November 5, 2015
COME AND SEE! Members of the Dehon
Formation Community introduce
themselves at: http://tinyurl.com/forma-
tion2015. Do you feel called to a life of
prayer, community and ministry as a priest
or brother based in the love of the Sacred
Heart? Contact our vocation office for in-
formation on how you can “Come and
See” what religious life as an SCJ is all
about: 800-609-5559 or email vocation-
central@wi.twcbc.com.

November 11, 2015
THANKING OUR VETERANS: One of
our SCJ veterans, Fr. Mark Mastin, SCJ,
took part in today’s Veterans Day Com-
memoration Ceremony in Chicago. He
wrote that “I am grateful for having partic-
ipated in it. I was glad to meet so many
veterans such as Illinois Congresswomen
Tammy Duckworth (former Army Black-
hawk pilot who lost part of her legs to an

       “Yesterday
evening the en-
tire community
traveled the short
distance from the
novitiate house
to Sacred Heart
Parish in Nam-
bur to celebrate
the feast of the
Holy Rosary
with the parish…
       “The one
lane bridge that
we needed to cross from the novitiate side
to the parish side was partially closed and
had been reduced to perhaps half a lane.
The Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi of Ig-
natius Gonzaga, Br. Bapuji, one of the
novices, and I all piled in a motor taxi to
make the journey. Originally only a cou-
ple of sisters were to go with us but our
driver learned the motor-taxi coming from
the other side of the bridge was not able
to make it over the bridge so our numbers
increased.
       “Well when we got to the bridge it
was absolute chaos. It reminded me of how
Italians can blur lines to the point it almost
feels like every man for himself! The dif-
ference between the two cultures? Often in
Italy when a traffic light went out someone
would get out there and direct traffic and
sooner or later everyone would obey as it
was the best way to get traffic flowing.
Alas no volunteers appeared at the bridge
and no one would budge! We were at a
disadvantage in that part of the bridge still
open was on the side of the traffic going
the other way and they just kept coming.
After sitting there for about 10 minutes
Bapuji and I got out and decided to walk
the rest of the way to the Church.”

October 12, 2015
NEW VICAR GENERAL INSTALLED!
On October 9, Fr. Car-
los Enrique Caamaño
Martín, SCJ, 48, was
installed as the new vic-
ar general for the Priests
of the Sacred Heart. He
is an alumnus of Sacred
Heart Seminary and
School of Theology’s

ESL program.
       Fr. Carlos Enrique was regional supe-
rior of Venezuela when elected to the
General Council in May. He was
professed in 1994 and ordained in 1999.
Much of his ministry in Venezuela was in
education and formation. 

October 15, 2015
FR. QUANG NGUYEN NAMED AS
VICE PROVINCIAL: During a Provincial
Council meeting held October 14th Fr.
Quang Nguyen, SCJ,
was named vice
provincial of the U.S.
Province. He is pic-
tured here during the
August Election As-
sembly shortly before
his election as the first
member of the Provin-
cial Council. Fr. Quang is currently
province vocation director.

October 23, 2015
FR. DON BARND DIES: Please remem-
ber Fr. Don Barnd, SCJ, who died this
morning in suburban Milwaukee. He was
93 and had been a
member of the Priests
of the Sacred Heart
since 1952. For many
years he served the
congregation as a reli-
gious brother, includ-
ing time as a mission-
ary in South Africa,
before pursuing a call
to the priesthood. He was ordained in
1978 on his mother’s 81st birthday. 

October 26, 2015
NORTH AMERICA REPRESENTED AT
BISHOPS’S ORDINATION: Fr. Ed Kil-
ianski, SCJ (US Provincial Superior), Fr.
John van den Hengel, SCJ (newly elected
Canadian Regional Superior) and Fr. Jack
Kurps, SCJ, of the US Provincial Council,
represented North America at José
Ornelas Carvalho’s ordination as bishop
of the Diocese of Setúbal, Portugal, on
October 25. Bishop Ornelas recently con-
cluded two terms as SCJ superior general. 

Sacred Heart, Nambur

Fr. Carlos 
Enrique

Fr. Don

Fr. Quang

Fr. Aegi Warsito with parishioners in Toronto
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RPG), Air Force Col. Robert Buckley, a
World War II vet, and CPT William Al-
brecht, Vietnam U.S. Army Green Beret
Special Forces (Ret). 
       “Mr. Albrecht gave the keynote
speech, which was tearfully moving. He
was the recipient of three Silver Stars,
three Purple Hearts and five Bronze Stars.
To top that off, he served six U.S. presi-
dents as a Special Agent of the U.S. Se-
cret Service. A very humble man. I met
another veteran, Jose Santiago, who is
now the Fire Commissioner for the Chica-
go Fire department. These are just a few
of the exceptional men and women whom
are dedicated to helping our veterans.”

November 15, 2015
WELCOME! Phong
Hoang, 24, has been
accepted as a candidate
with the Priests of the
Sacred Heart. He gradu-
ates from the University
of Houston in Decem-
ber and will join the

Dehon Formation Community in January.

November 17, 2015
CONGRATULATIONS! Yesterday the
Canadian Region installed its new
administration. Fr. John van den Hengel,
SCJ, succeeds Fr. Bill Marrevee, SCJ
(who replaced Fr. John when he was
elected to the General Council in 2009).
The regional council includes Fr. Paul
Tennyson, SCJ, a chaplain at a veterans’
hospital in Ottawa, Fr. Aegi Warsito,
SCJ, the assistant at St. Thomas More
parish in Scarborough and previously

chaplain of the Indonesian community in
Toronto, and Fr. Richard Woodbury, SCJ,
the pastor of Grenville sur la Rouge and
chaplain at Sacred Heart Seminary High
School in Pointe-au-Chêne.

November 30, 2015
SEMINARIANS LEAD YOUTH
RETREAT: SCJ Fraters James Nguyen and
Joseph Vu of the US Province joined SCJs
in Toronto on Saturday to lead an inter-
parish youth retreat in preparation for Ad-
vent. 
       “As Fr. Peter McKenna always says,
‘Nothing is by chance, nothing by acci-
dent, all is God’s Providence.’” said Fra.
James. “Working in youth ministry for
many years, I think it is certainly God’s
Providence indeed for youths to be will-
ing to sacrifice their entire Saturday to
come to a retreat. We had a wonderful
time journeying with them as they prepare
to welcome and reflect on the season of
Advent.”

energy resources. 
       “The folks there were truly dedicated
and that inspires me,” said Fr. John of fel-
low marchers. “There was a lot of energy
in the group. However, what is sad is that
everyone who was there already believes
in the need to do something to respond to
the climate change crisis –– the people
who are able to do something about it
were not there. I hope that somehow our
presence helped others know about what
is going on and what needs to be done.”
       

December 7, 2015
SHSM HELPS NEW HOME BUYERS:
The DeSoto Times-Tribune recently did a
feature on the Housing Resource Fair
sponsored by Sacred Heart Southern Mis-
sions in partnership with the Mississippi
Home Corporation.
       The fair covered topics such as home-
buyer basics; affordable mortgage prod-
ucts, including reverse mortgages; fore-
closure prevention for struggling home-
owners; refinancing; first-time home-buy-
ing; plus financial fitness, credit and debt-
management tips.
       “It’s important for people to know
about interest rates, closing costs and
down payments,” said Cynthia Loyd-
Johnson, SHSM housing coordinator. It’s
all about building “financial literacy.”

December 8, 2015
YEAR OF MERCY: The Year of Mercy
begins today, December 8, and runs
through November 20, 2016, Christ the
King Sunday. 
       Our Lady of Guadalupe, Houston,

Fr. Mark Mastin (left) with a fellow veteran

Phong Hoang
Youth retreat in Toronto with Fraters James
Nguyen and Joseph Vu.

December 1, 2015
SCJs PARTICIPATE IN MARCH: Around
the world people took to the streets last
weekend to urge leaders at the climate
talks in Paris to take significant action in
addressing climate change on a global lev-
el. In Milwaukee, Fr. John Czyzynski,
SCJ, Fr. Johnny Klingler, SCJ and Mark
Peters (JPIC director for the US Province)
joined approximately 200 other concerned
citizens in a march from City Hall to the
WE Energies building where they chal-
lenged the company to do more to pro-
mote and utilize sustainable alternative

Fr. John and Fr. Johnny marching in Milwaukee
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was named by Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo as one
of the places in the
Archdiocese of Galve-
ston Houston where a
Holy Door will be
opened; it will serve as a
pilgrimage site through-
out the Holy Year. The
cardinal will celebrate a
Mass at OLG with the Rite of the Open-
ing of the Door of Mercy at 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday, December 19. 
       “When I learned that the cardinal
would preside at the rite at Our Lady of
Guadalupe I wrote to him to express my
joy and appreciation,” said Fr. Ed Kilian-
ski. “I let him know of the SCJs’ particu-
lar emphasis on mercy in our spirituality
and our ministries.
       “I shared with him that ‘Merciful, in
Community, with the Poor,’ was the theme
of our 2015 General Chapter. All of the
discussions and decisions made at that
chapter were based in the concept of mer-
cy, the love and mercy of our Lord. Pope
Francis received our delegation at the end
of the General Chapter. In his words to us
he confirmed the place of mercy as the
center of our vocation, telling us that
‘Mercy is the word that sums up the
Gospel; we can say it is the face of
Christ.’”
       Fr. Ed concluded his letter to Cardi-
nal DiNardo, noting that “As you can
see, the Year of Mercy has a very special
meaning to the Priests of the Sacred

sands, but also in causing us to abandon
the ideals that have made us a great coun-
try. Welcoming these refugees will show
the terrorists that they cannot win, and
will do far more than bombs ever can do
to win the hearts and minds of people in
the Middle East and around the world.”

Dec 25, 2015
DEVASTATION IN MISSISSIPPI: Please
say a special prayer for the families and
staff of the SCJs’ Holy Family School in
Holly Springs, Miss. At least two teachers
completely lost their homes during the
devastating storms that swept through the
area on Wednesday. Many other houses
suffered extensive damage, displacing stu-
dents and teachers. Sacred Heart Southern
Missions opened its social service office
in Holly Springs on Christmas Eve to sup-
plement efforts by the Red Cross, feeding
and sheltering those most significantly
affected by the devastation.

Heart. We are grateful that you have cho-
sen a parish at which we minister to open
this special year in the Archdiocese of
Galveston Houston.”

December10, 2015
OTTAWA PARISH WELCOMES
REFUGEES: Today, December 10, the
first airlift of Syrian refugees are sched-
uled to arrive in Toronto, Canada. A sec-
ond flight is expected to land in Montréal
on December 12. These are the first steps
toward the Canadian government’s goal to
resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees by the end
of 2016. Among the many who are step-
ping forward to greet the refugees are the
parishioners of Resurrection of Our Lord
parish in Ottawa. The parish is ministered
to by the Priests of the Sacred Heart; Fr.
Greg Murray, SCJ, is pastor.

December 21, 2015
STATEMENT ON THE REFUGEE CRI-
SIS: During its December 15-16 meeting,
the Provincial Council of the US
Province of the Priests of the Sacred
Heart approved a public statement
regarding the growing refugee crisis. It
was sent to national elected leadership
and media. 
       “Let us re-commit ourselves to our
cherished principles of compassion and
courage,” wrote members of the council.
“Otherwise terrorism will have succeeded
not only in killing and displacing thou-

Devasting storms on Dec. 23 destroyed the
homes of teachers and students of Holy Family
School in Holly Springs, MS.


