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            strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good people.” ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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WARD 7 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IS FINALLY HERE!! 

 Are you a Lion from St. Martin 
DePorres or a MLK Knight? Do 
you want change in your commu-
nity? Maybe you want an arts 
event or a concert? Share your 
family recipe? Tell us what res-
taurant has the best ribs in Ward 
7 or Cleveland? Got the latest in-
fo about our community? Have 
dreamed about writing or taking 
photographs and having them 
published? How about sharing 
your perspective on something 
you are good at?  This is your pa-
per. This is your chance to ex-
press how you feel about the is-
sues. How? Simple, on your com-
puter, or on one of our great li-
braries computer. You could uti-
lize Thurgood Marshall’s Recrea-
tion Center computer lab donated 
by The Cleveland Cavaliers. Go to 
ward7observer.com and submit 
an article. All you have to do is 
register on the web site.   
 Do you have the passion to bet-
ter and uplift  your community? 
Do you have the confidence? Got 
some hot topics? I dare you! Are 
you scared? Go to the Members 
log-in page. Or send an article to: 
wardsevenobserver@gmail.com  
 

Start writing today!  
Ward7observer.com 
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 Hough is a neighborhood situated 
along the midtown corridor on the 
east side of Cleveland, Ohio. Originally 
Cleveland was know as the “Forest 
City”. Howard Williams, a Columbia 
University Senior Lecturer writing on 
the history of Hough, says the neigh-
borhood's earliest records go back to 
1799 when Oliver and Eliza Hough 
settled in the area and carved out a 
farm. "The street, called Hough Ave-
nue went through their farm and was 
referred to as the Hough Road," ex-
plains Williams. When the Houghs  

Where Did Hough Get Its Name?  

died in 1866, it was divided into 
several small farms. "A lot of 
the farms were catering to the 
city trade. People who raised 
vegetables. People who raised 
fruit," says Williams. "As the 
nearby city of Cleveland grew, 
the Hough area felt the pressure  
to grow with it. There was a vote 
to be annexed to Cleveland.  
Once that happened in 1872 
there were a lot of improve-
ments like sewer lines and wa-
ter lines." By 1888, the sounds 
of home-building drowned out 
the last tranquil peeps of peace-
ful, country life. "Street after 
street after street was built up 
in the 1890’s so within a dec-
ade, ¾ of the real estate that 
was ever in the Hough area was 
already built," said Williams.  
 Then in 1890, two electric 
streetcars started running 
through, one along Euclid and 
the other along Hough. Large 
elaborate houses were built. 
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  Exclusive private schools, including 
Laurel and University Schools, 
opened on Hough. Euclid Avenue 
became known as "Millionaires 
Row" and Hough became known as 
"Little Hollywood."   During the period 
between the two World Wars, Hough 
was resettled by a mostly middle-
class European ethnic population. 
Large apartment buildings, as well 
as modest single and double family 
frame houses were built in the 
1920’s.  The area also maintained 
several small, thriving commercial 
strips. Housing deterioration began 
to take hold in the depression of the 
1930’s as owners of Hough’s rela-
tively large houses were forced to 
defer maintenance and take board-
ers. Overcrowding and deterioration 
worsened in the 1950’s as Urban 
Renewal and freeway construction 
displaced thousands of lower-
income African-American residents 
from nearby Central. The proportion 
of African-American residents in 
Hough climbed from 14% in 1950 to 
over 75% in 1960. Frustration over 
worse-ening living conditions and 
 joblessness mounted during the  

1960s and racial turmoil erupted on 
the night of July 18, 1966. Hough was 
the site of one of the most serious out-
breaks of civil disorder in the nation’s 
history. As the flow of residents was 
reduced to a trickle, the exodus of 
middle-income residents from Hough 
resulted in the population plummeting 
from 76,000 in 1960 to under 
20,000 in 1990. Despite the persis-
tence of poverty and widespread dete-
rioration, the people of Hough, togeth-
er with city officials (Fannie Lewis) and 
private developers have forged part-
nerships to rebuild the neighborhood 
and restore its pride. The 1980s and 
1990s, with a need for affordable 
housing, witnessed signs of rebirth in 
the Hough community. The new con-
struction of Lexington Village town-
house complex, numerous custom 
homes, recent renovation of the for-
mer Temple-Tifereth Israel, now the 
Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center, 
the recent construction of Innova resi-
dential community and soon the 
opening of the Cleveland Clinic Den-
tal School can be added to the rebirth 
of Hough. 

www.nhlink.netClevelandNeighborhoods/ 
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Article Submission Policy 

 
The Ward7Observer will take article 
submissions electronically via email or 

through ward7observer.com.  

Registration required. Submitter must 
provide name, email address, and 

phone number with submission. 
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By 
Basheer 
Jones 

Dear Neighbor,  One of my 
dreams in life has come true, 
which is to serve you as your 
Cleveland City Councilman, a 
privilege that I deeply cherish. 
It’s been nearly one year since I 
proudly raised my right hand 
and publicly pledged to serve 
you in Ward 7. And since then, 
much has happened – some 
good things, some not so good. 
Nevertheless, we, with the help 
of God, are coming together as 
a community. A community that 
will stand up to any adversity; 
that will prevail against the 
greatest of challenges. During 
this year, we have had a num-
ber of accomplishments, includ-
ing the building of a new park 
behind Daniel E. Morgan Ele-
mentary School and preliminary 
work to advance plans for a 
brand new EJ Kovacic Recrea-
tion Center.  We established the 
Imani Food Distribution Center, 
feeding more than 12,000 
needy people. For pantry de-
tails, please see page 3. Mean-

while, we are in the process 

of building new homes and tear-
ing down dangerous, dilapi-
dated structures. We have initi-
ated many programs for kids, 
including organized athletics, 
field trips, book-bag giveaways, 
Christmas gift handouts and 
much more.  Ward 7 is home to 
a number of new real estate de-
velopments along Chester Ave-
nue, including the new Universi-
ty Hospital for Women and Chil-
dren, Dave’s Markets and Case 
Western Reserve Dental Clinic. I 
will continue my efforts to en-
sure Ward 7 residents have a 
voice in any development plans 
in our neighborhoods. I wel-
come development in Ward 7, 
but only if it comes with a bene-
fit to the people, not just the 
speculators. My main goal is to 
create a safe and prosperous 
community, boosting police pa-
trols, installing surveillance 
cameras and fighting for jobs. 
And that goal cannot be met 
without your help. As long as we 
work together nothing can stop 
us. We already have the mo-
mentum. Let us keep moving 
forward.  
God Bless,  
Basheer S. Jones Councilman, 
Ward 7  
 

Councilman Jones serves on four  
council committees:  
Development Planning &  
Sustainability,  
Health, Safety and Workforce &  
Community Benefits. 

Community  Events 
 

20th Annual City of Cleveland  
National Arts Program  
Friday, March 1, 2019  
Cudell Fine Arts  
10013 Detroit Ave, Cleveland OH  
 
Women's Health Clinic 
Friday, March 1, 2019  
Langston Hughes Community Health &  
Education Center  
2390 E 79th St, Cleveland, OH 44104  
Time:  1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 
Cleveland Clinic Center for Functional Medicine  
Friday, March 1, 2019  
Cleveland Clinic Main Campus 
Bunts Auditorium  
2045 East 90th Street, Cleveland, OH 44195  
Registration required: Freebeidelm2@ccf.org 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
 
MBE/FBE/Small Business Open Houses  
On the first Tuesday of every month  
City Hall, Room 128 
Time: 10 am to Noon 
 
CWRU-Lions, Archers, and Bears : Dwarf Galaxies 
Thursday, March 7, 2019  
Cleveland Museum of Natural History  
1 Wade Oval Drive  
Cleveland, OH 44106  
Time: 8:00 pm-9:00 p.m. 
 
Freeway City 
A Film Screening  
March 09, 2019   
325 Superior Ave  
Louis Stokes Wing Auditorium 
Cleveland, OH 44114  
Time: 2pm - 4.p.m.   
 
Line Dancing  
Every Monday 
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  
Yoga 
Every Tuesday 
Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Thurgood Marshall Rec Center 
8611 Hough Ave 
Cleveland, Oh 44103 
 
Cuyahoga County Council 
March 12, 2019 
C. Ellen Connally Council Chambers 
4th Floor 2079 East 9th Street  
Time: 5:00 p.m. 
 
Kites, Tombs, and Houses in the ‘Land of Conjecture’: 
New Discoveries in the Black Desert, Jordan  
Wednesday, March 13, 2019, 7:30p.m  
Cleveland Museum of Natural History - 1 Wade Oval Dr - 
Cleveland, OH 44106  
 
Mid-Town Mornings: JobTown 
Wednesday, March 13 , 2019 
RSVP by 5PM on Friday, March 8  
Jamison-Ricca Co.  
1845 E. 40th St. Cleveland, Ohio 44103 
Time: 8:00 am - 9:30 am 
 
Eliza Bryant Village  
Volunteer Appreciation Celebration 
Thursday, March 14, 2019  
The Bop Stop  
2920 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44113  
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 
City Music  15th Anniversary  
Thursday, Mar 14th , 2019 
Maltz Performing Arts Center  
1855 Ansel Rd, Cleveland, OH 44106  
Time: 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  
 
Eliza Bryant Village  
BINGO with Seniors  
Saturday, March 16, 2019 
7201 Wade Park Ave,  
Cleveland, OH 44103 
 Time: 10:00 AM 
 
Housing Court Clinics 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019  
Olivet Institutional Baptist  
8712 Quincy Ave. #14 
Cleveland, OH  44106 
Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
 
Global Cleveland! 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019  
McNulty's Bier Market  
1948 West 25th Street Cleveland, OH 44113  
Time: 5:30 pm  
 
Changing the Politics of Earth  
Thursday, March 21, 2019  
Woodland Hall, Cleveland Botanical Gardens  
11030 East Boulevard     
Time: 6:00 pm-7:00 pm  
 
Solar and Wind Technology 
Thursday, March 21, 2019  
Oswald Building 1100 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44114  
7:30 AM - Registration, networking  
and light breakfast 
Time: 8:00 - 10:00 a.m.  
Fee: $15 
 
(Continued on page 4) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
A  GREAT WAY TO ADVERTISE  
ON A BUDGET. 
 
Website: 
ward7observer@gmail.com 
 
Email: 
wardsevenobserver@gmail.com 
 
 
YOUR AD HERE NEXT MONTH 
 
 

Join the Team! 
What does Ward Seven offer in 
terms of amenities? Successful 
communities have two very dif-
ferent categories of amenities, 
Economic and Social Infrastruc-
ture. Infrastructure can broadly 
be defined as long term physi-
cal assets that operate in mar-
kets with high barriers to entry 
and enable the provision of 
goods and services.   
 Examples of Social Infrastruc-
ture assets are diversity along 
with health, education, commu-
nity, and sports, facilities. Exam-
ples of Economic Infrastructure 
are finance, transportation, tele-
communication, energy, water, 
safety and commerce.  Both in-
frastructures are complemen-
tary to each other and are nec-
essary for the overall develop-
ment of an economy and devel-
opment of a vibrant community. 
Ward Seven has all of them. 
Here is a partial amenities list:  

5. Thurgood Marshall Rec Ctr. 
6.   EJ Kovacic Rec. Center 
7.   Sterling  Rec. Center    
8.   Famico’s Foundation 
9.   Baseball Heritage Museum 
10. Cleveland Sight Center 
11. Milton and Tamar Maltz            
      Performing Arts Center 
12. Rainey Institute 
13. Chateau Hough Vineyards 
14. Cleveland Clinic School of     

   Medicine and Dental 
15. University Hospital's Women 

   and Children Clinic  
16. Dave's Super Market 
17. Asia Plaza 
18. Masonic Cleveland  
      Auditorium 
19. Eliza Bryant 
20. Agora Theater 
21. Gallucci’s Italian Food 
22. American Red Cross 
23. Cleveland Botanical Cultural    

   Gardens 
24. Doan Park 
25. CMSD Headquarters 
26. Dunham Tavern Museum 
27. St. Clair-Superior CDC 
28. Children's Museum 

“Ward 7 AMENITIES”    By Ron Calhoun 
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1. Fatima Family Center 
2. Greater Cleveland Neighbor-

hood Centers Association 
3. Hough Health Center/NEON 
4. Lexington-Bell Community Ctr. 

Classified Ads Here! 



win Williams Women’s Group, 
St. Marks and Sacred Hearts 
Catholic Church, Antioch Baptist 
Church, as well as Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity and Sigma Gam-
ma Rho Sorority, just to name a 
few. Walgreen’s staff provided 
custom gift wrapping for the 
parents during the event. In col-
laboration with these organiza-
tions Fatima Family Center 
turns in to “Santa’s Workshop” 
with tables over-flowing with 
toys, games, books, household 
items, clothes, outerwear, toilet-
ries etc. for all ages and gen-
ders. Children were not allowed 
into this event in order for par-
ents to select freely. The par-
ents were provided a meal while 
they waited to shop and were 
assisted by volunteers in help-
ing to pick gifts for their chil-
dren.  Third District Police part-
nered to help sort and assemble 
the event. The parents were en-
couraged to write a thank  y o u 
card provided by Fatima Center 
and mailed to the donors. Last-
ly, volunteers are community  

residents, community organiza-
tions and members of SAOLF.   
 This wonderful event is one of 
many programs provided by Fati-
ma Family Center. Other pro-
grams and events include adult 
senior activities, after-school, pro-
grams, fundraiser breakfast, 
summer camp and many more. 
Mrs. Ray expressed excitement  
that the Cleveland  Public School 
students will now get free college 
tuition to a variety of schools of 
their choice  She was asked what 
she see as the biggest challenges 
for the center and community? In 
her opinion the biggest challeng-
es in Ward 7 and for the center is 
that our children do not always 
benefit from what the system has 
to offer. For example, School 
Choice Night, hosted by Cleveland 
Public School, is an opportunity 
for parents to come out and 
choose a Cleveland public school 
for their child. However, in most 
cases the child identifies a school   
because it is their friend’s choice 
but may fit that child’s  (continued 

on page 7) 
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Superior provides opportunities 
to organizations that transform 
our community and celebrate 
our diverse heritage. Cleveland 
Asian Festival, Cleveland Kuren-
tovanje Festival, Upcycle Parts 
Shop, Summer Youth Festival 
are are some of our cornerstone 
events that attract people from 
all over Ohio. 

What We Do! 

Real Estate and Business Ser-
vices: Forming the backbone of 
the entire St. Clair Superior 
neighborhood, our commercial 
and residential stakeholders play 
a vital role in shaping the com-
munity. Supported by innovative 
residential and commercial initia-
tives, real estate in St Clair Supe-
rior is ripe with promise. A stable 
industrial sector is surrounded by 
housing for all income levels of 
investment. Youth Programs and 
Services. St Clair Superior Devel-
opment Corporation is a proud 
community partner of the My-
Com youth program. MyCom (My 
Commitment, My Community) is 
a comprehensive youth develop-
ment initiative that stretches 
countywide and is intended to 
connect neighborhood agencies 
through collaboration to increase 
effectiveness 
and fill program gaps in youth 
development. As one of the 
founding MyCom neighborhoods, 
SCSDC partners with local artists, 
businesses, residents, and St. 
Philip Neri for neighborhood 
youth programs. MyCom spon-
sors all SCSDC annual youth 
events, job opportunities through 
Youth Opportunities Unlimited 
(Y.O.U.) afterschool programs to 
build skills and confidence, and 
has helped thousands of youth 
and their families. Art-Culture: 
whether it is murals, creative 
placemaking, upcycling or cultur-
al events and festivals, St. Clair- 
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UH/Mac Donald House Free Baby Shower 
@ Martin Luther King HS 

Organizers Da’Na Langforf and Denisha 
Gaines 

Victoria Lacey  
Frankie Winston 
Are passing out 
pampers for the 
shower. 
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Advertise in  the 
Ward 7 Observer 

 
Full   Page  $1300.00 
 
1/2   Page  $700.00 
 
1/4   Page  $400.00 
 
1/8   Page  $250-$275.00 
 
1/16 Page  $135.00 
 

*Classifieds  $40.00 

 

Rates do not include  

graphic designs. 

Full Rate Sheet available  

apon request. 

 

 

Join the Team! 

 Director LaJean Ray has been 
the Director of Fatima Family 
Center since 1997. Annually in 
the month of December, Fatima 
Family Center hosts a Christmas 
Family Giveaway Event. Fatima 
Family Center partnered with   

Lexington Bell Center, Cleveland 
Umadop and St. Agnes Our Lady 
of Fatima Church for a Christ-
mas give away. The event received 
donations from various contrib-
utors  such as John Carroll Uni-
versity, Gilmore Academy, Sher- 

Fatima Family Center, 6600 Lexington Ave, Cleveland, OH  
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Caring for Someone Who is Depressed  

by Margret Adams 
BSN 

Helping a friend or loved one with 
depression can be challenging. 
For many people with depression, 
the symptoms are severe enough 
to cause problems with day-to-
day activities (e.g., attending 
school or getting to work each 
day), but others might feel miser-
able or overwhelmed without 
knowing why.   
 If someone in your life has de-
pression, whether or not that per-
son has a diagnosis, you might 
feel at a loss for how to best sup-
port that person. The most im-
portant step toward helping a 
loved one with depression is to 
understand the symptoms. The 
course of major depressive disor-
der is variable, and symptoms 
vary from person to person. Fa-
miliarizing yourself with the possi-
ble symptoms will help you better 
understand what your loved one 
is experiencing.  
 The essential feature of a major 
depressive episode is a period of 
at least two weeks marked By  

either depressed mood or loss of in-
terest or pleasure in nearly all activi-
ties. In children and adolescents, the 
mood is  more likely to present as 
irritable than sad.    
 Other symptoms can include the 
following: Feelings of sadness, empti-
ness, or hopelessness angry outbursts 
and irritability Insomnia or hyper-
somnia Loss of interest in normal dai-
ly activities. (sports, interests, even 
sexual activity.) Significant weight loss 
or weight gain due to changes in ap-
petite psychomotor agitation 
(restlessness) or retardation (slowed 
down) Fatigue or loss of energy nearly 
every day Difficulty thinking or concen-
trating or indecisiveness nearly every 
day Recurrent thoughts of death, re-
current thoughts of suicide, or a sui-
cide attempt or suicide plan Symp-
toms cause impairment in social and 
occupational functioning.  
 People with depression might not 
acknowledge that they’re struggling. 
Lack of awareness about symptoms 
of depression can cause people to 
consider their feelings normal or dis-
miss them as a time  limited strug-
gle. The stigma of seeking treat-
ment for depression can also 
cause people to attempt to 
overcome treatment inde-
pendently. Depression seldom 
gets better without treatment, 
and it can actually worsen over 
time. Research shows that both 
anti-depressant medications  

and cognitive therapy are effective in 
alleviating include interpersonal ther-
apy, electroconvulsive therapy, and 
neurofeedback. It can be difficult to 
encourage treatment, particularly if 
the person doesn’t acknowledge the 
depression.   
 It helps to consider some talking 
points: Share what you’ve noticed 
and talk about why you’re con-
cerned. Suggest a physical with a 
general practitioner as a first step to 
rule out any other medical issues 
that might cause the symptoms. 
Explain what you’ve learned about 
the symptoms of depression and 
how depression can negatively im-
pact people. Offer to accompany 
your loved one for the physical and 
to any other appointments. Help 
your loved one prepare a list of ques-
tions to ask the doctor or psychother-
apist. If your loved one tends to inter-
nalize emotions, he or she might feel 
overwhelmed when you share your 
concerns about possible symptoms 
of depression. The best thing you 
can do in the moment is use com-
passionate listening. Your loved 
one’s depression is not for you to fix, 
but being present and listening to 
your loved one talk can help that 
person feel heard and understood.  
Use these phrases: “I  am here for 
you.” “You’re not alone in this.” “I 
might not understand exactly how 
you  feel right now, but I want to help 
you .” “Tell me what I can do to help.” 
Avoid using these kinds of phrases: 
“This is just a phase; it will pass.”  
“Everyone feels this way some  

times“ Why can’t you see the pothe 
positive?” “Snap out of it!” “The more 
you think about it, the worse you will 
feel.” “Think about all the great things 
in your life!” More often than not, sit-
ting in silence and use nonverbal cues 
to communicate support is more help-
ful than trying to find the perfect 
words.  
 Depression can make everyday 
tasks, like driving and grocery shop-
ping, feel impossible. Ask your loved 
one how you can help in small ways: 
Help schedule appointments. Provide 
a ride to and from appointments Gro-
cery shop and do other tasks with your 
friend Offer to take walks together a 
few times a week Ask if you can help 
around the house Offer to go watch 
movies or get out of the house togeth-
er.  The risk of suicide exists at all 
times during major depressive epi-
sodes. The most consistent risk factor 
is a past history of suicide attempts, 
but most completed suicides are not 
preceded by unsuccessful attempts. 
Living alone, being male, and having 
prominent feelings of hopelessness 
also increase the risk of suicide. If you 
believe your loved one is at risk of sui-
cide, do not leave that person alone. 
Dial 9-1-1 and stay with your loved 
one. Caring for a loved one with de-
pression can be complicated and over-
whelming.  
 Be sure to attend to your own per-
sonal needs, create appropriate 
boundaries, and seek help, from a 
therapist or support group.        

“Doan Creek” at East Blvd and 105th. Swings, tables, and grills provide a great spot for a 
festival. One of the jewels of Ward Seven. Tennis Courts across the street.  

The Eight-week Health Challenge 
is a response from the Community 
Health Needs Assessment spon-
sored by the Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation.  
 The challenge uses combined 
resources f rom compet ing 
neighborhoods: East Cleveland, 
Fairfax, Glenville, Hough and Cen-
tral/Kinsman communities. Resi-
dents of each area earn points 
by participating in health and 
wellness classes and events.  
 A variety of classes and physi-
cal workout sessions are offered 
at various locations and times 
to educate participants and to 
help them with their fitness jour-
ney. Classes and events include 
clinical examinations, mammo-
grams, cooking demonstrations, 
art therapy, yoga, Zumba, aero-
bics, line dancing, strength  

training, and self-defense as well 
as  educat iona l  courses on 
healthy eating, diabetes, heart 
disease, COPD and many more.  
Help Hough bring home the tro-
phy.  

For more information please call  
(216) 361-1773. 

Health Challenge  
Community  Events 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
Is Climate Change the End?  
And if so, the End of What?  
Friday, March 22, 2019 
Tinkham Veale University Center Ballroom A  
10038 Bellflower Road, Cleveland, OH 44106  
Time: 5:00 pm-5:45 pm  
 
Buddhism and the Natural World 
Monday, March 25, 2019  
Tinkham Veale University Center Ballroom A  
10038 Bellflower Road, Cleveland, OH 44106  
Time: 5:00 pm-6:00 pm  
 
The Asian Carp Crisis and the Great Lakes 
Monday, March 25, 2019  
Cleveland Public Library 325 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44114  
LSW - 2nd Floor - Main Floor Area  
Time: Noon to 2pm 
 
Hope for the City 2019 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019  
Old Stone Church  
91 Public Square  
Time: 2:00 PM to 1:00 PM 
 
CIM Orchestra  
Guest Conductor Gerhardt Zimmermann  
Friday, March 29, 2019  
Kulas Hall, Cleveland Institute of Music  
11021 East Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 44106 
Time: 8:00 pm-10:00 pm  
 



 March 2019 Volume 1 -  Issue 1 

The Ward Seven Observer  

Community 

5 March  2019 www.ward7observer.com 

Johnny K. Wu Multi-talented, Multi-faceted, and Trilingual  by Vickie Williams 

Photograph provided by Johnny K. Wu 

 What do the One World Day Fes-
tival, the Cleveland Asian Festival, 
and martial art films have in com-
mon? If you said the multitalented, 
multi-faceted, and trilingual Johnny 
K. Wu, you are right. Wu was born 
in Cleveland, Ohio and raised in 
Central America. He is a son of a 
retired diplomat. He speaks Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Chinese. Wu is 
a producer, director, and editor. 
He is the sole producer of the One 
World Day Festival, the co-founder of 
the Cleveland Asian Festival, and 
the owner of Media Design Imaging.  

 The Cleveland Asian Festival  was a  

collaboration. “It’s kind of an 
interesting story I was elected as 
th e  p r es ident  o f  t he  OCA 
(Organization of Chinese Ameri-
cans) back in 2004. I started to 
do outreach to the community 
outside of Asian Town because 
there was a need to let the peo-
ple know who we are. So, we are 
a civil rights organization, non-
partisan.  Our job is to provide 
education and culture within the 
Cleveland Asian Town neighbor-
hood and beyond. We can show 
the diversity of what Cleveland 
can offer.  The whole idea was 
to have a newsletter, but instead 
we made an half-hour TV show 
about Asian Town Cleveland, 
showcasing the talent we have 
on TV 20. We did about 14 epi-
sodes with a Cleveland Founda-
tion’s $25,000 grant. In the mid-
dle of doing that TV show, in 
2009, we said we probably 
should do something a little dif-
ferent. We, Lisa Wong, Vi Huynh, 
and myself, had a lot of set-
backs and we had a lot of sup-
port from mainstream organiza-
tions; the Cleveland Foundation, 
Cleveland Contemporary Chinese 
Culture Association (CCCCA), and 
year we made something differ-
ent. So after 2009, we increased 
it to a two-year event.” 

 “Next year is our ten-year anni-
versary. We’re hoping to have 
more interesting things happen-
ing for next year.” Wu started in 
the film industry in 1998.“My 
genre is martial arts. My father 
was a martial artist. We were a 
family of artistic people. We 
have a long history in this as-
pect of creativity. I like martial 
arts because my dad used to 
own more than 5,000 beta 
tapes. When beta died, he had 
over 7,000 VHS tapes. So, we 
grew up in a movie watching 
like crazy (home.) I make a lot 
of martial arts movies. I did two 
horror films. My first film was 
titled “Twisted.” It was never re-
leased. It was shot in 16mm 
back in 1998. That was a lot of 
work. 
 My latest movie is a comedy-
martial arts-musical.  It’s a little 
different and out of my comfort 
zone, but we pulled it off. We did 
well. For the people who have 
seen it, they say it has a really 
nice message.  It is out already 
for rental or for sale on Amazon. 
The title is, “Innerself.” It came 
out in May of this year. I have 
learned from every movie I 
make to do a better job with the 
next one.  “Innerself” is probably 
one of my best because it’s the  

latest.    
 If I look at my first movie to this 
movie now, I’ll say I grew.  My ex-
perience and everything is a little 
better than before. I would never 
go back to re-editing anything I 
did in the past because that is 
stupid. I want to move forward 
and learn to become a better 
filmmaker. Everything I do and 
every movie I make has to have 
diversity involved. Before I involve 
the community, I need to know I 
am sending the right message 
out to the public.  
 It is my responsibility as a 
filmmaker and a civic leader to 
do something where people will 
say I am not doing it for the privi-
lege of whom I am, I am doing it 
for everybody’s sake. “You live life 
once.” So, do whatever you can 
do. People ask me what I’m going 
for or what I want to do for the 
future. My answer is to make 
noise. It’s to not make noise for 
me, but to make noise for other 
people.   
 
To learn more about Johnny K. Wu and 
what he is involved in visit:   

www.midifilm.com, 
www.clevelandasianfestival.org, 
www.clevelandoneworld.org,  
www.ocagc.org. 

Robertha “Cookie” Spann  

 I didn’t realize until recently that 
I was born in the Hough area (my 
parents lived on East 75th and 
Hough). I’d say I was connected. 
We relocated to East 63rd and 
stayed there until the school was 
built at Chester. My parents later 
moved to East 73rd when I was 
three years old. I remember the 
milk man delivering milk and 
eggs to our home. Where Second 
Ebenezer Church sits, there was 
Crispus Attucks School.  The 
school hours were the same for 
everyone. We had children school 
guards. There were many black-
owned businesses along Hough. 
We had A&P, which was our big 
grocery store (the building still 
stands at E. 76th and Hough). 
Beauty shops, record shops, the 
5&10 cent store (the merchants 
were nice, they always looked out 
for us neighborhood kids – much 
sharing).  We had a movie thea-
ter, a bowling alley, Sears depart-
ment store, Giant Tigers, Nick’s 
shoe shop  and more.  M y  M o m 
had a street club for us kids, 
where we went down the street, 
picking up paper, raking leaves 
and cleaning up the street (East 
73rd). We had fun and we always  

got a treat. We had Canteen at 
the old MLK school site. Here is 
where us youth would gather for 
our Friday evening social gath-
ering (music, food and much 
fun). When we had arguments 
or disputes, we sold wolf tickets 
(we just talked our way out of 
physical fights. If we had to 
fight, we fought and that was 
that!). I remember living through 
the Hough riots, when people of 
color, burnt up our own neigh-
borhood! To this day, I can’t and 
still don’t understand that. As an 
adult, I married and raised my 
three children in the Hough ar-
ea (living on Edmunds–off 93rd 
and Hough). I owned a home 
there for 31 years. I moved 
away to Euclid, Ohio, twice. I 
returned the first time due to a   

cancer diagnosis (I am an eight 
year survivor!). The second time, 
I returned back to the Hough 
area due to my father’s passing; 
returning to the family home, 
Spann House. I am currently in-
volved in teaching an after-
school Bible Club at a school 
located in the Hough area. I was 
involved with the Cleveland 
school system when parent-
teacher meetings were called 
PTAs (Parent Teachers Associa-
tions). Returning and being con-
nected to Hough has its perks. I 
have quick and easy access to 
the freeways. The street I live on 
is quiet. For the most part, peo-
ple are friendly. My home is visu-
ally noted as a Christian home 
that believes in Jesus. Spann 
House is a home for my Chris-
tian family and friends. God has 
rule over my house. Born here, 
raised here, remaining here, 
leaving here, returning and now 
savoring the goodness of the 
reviving Hough. Looking forward 
to a better Hough. Better in em-
bracing the newness of Hough 
prayerfully, my making a godly 
impact within my community – 
my connection.   
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Congratulations Martin Luther King  Varsity 
Boys Basketball for a great season. 10 wins 
8 losses for the season. 

Saint Martin de Porres Varsity Basketball  
Heading to OHSAA Tournaments with 12 wins-
7 loss record. 

In a battle of the Lake Effect 
Conference's Lions, Saint Martin 
takes on Lawrence to advance 
to round 2 of the LEC tourna-
ment and take on Open Door 
Christian. Saint Martin de Porres 
wins with Pressure defense by 
Brian Greer and Rob Gray.  

 Sincere Smith helped lift de 
Porres to victory by dominating 
the glass. The conference semi-
finals game end with a score of 
81 to 66. Game high point honors 
with 11 three's goes to Shame 
Cummings with 37 points.  



Fatima’s Review                   
(Continued from page 3) 

educational needs. Many of the 
children do not recognize that 
they have an option to go to col-
lege.  Another challenge that 
Mrs. Ray identified is that we 
have a less than favorable ex-
ternal perception because of 
where we live. We are trying to 
overcome the old negative per-
ception of Hough and outsiders 
do not recognize the abundance 
of resources and opportunities 
in this ward and through Fatima 
Family Center. Other communi-
ties are not aware of the diversi-
ty here in in terms of educated, 
profession-al middle class fami-
lies in this community.  
 
For more information about pro-
gramming and services through 
Fatima Family Center please 
visit:  
    
     https://www.ccdocle.org. 
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or economic situation . If that teacher 
creates a safe environment of free 
speech, nonracial attitude and a gen-
uine concern to your complete devel-
opment of knowledge an allowing you 
to question.   
 There is a tremendous amount of 
pressure that our youth deal with on a 
day to day basis. Many of their neigh-
borhoods are not safe. They are asked 
at times to participate in their family 
not as a child but as an economic 
partner or a replacement parent. Hav-
ing a positive first experience in the 
education process is key to that child 
wanting to view the education as a 
viable option.  
 We must remember that this must 
be done at every level of engagement 
for a child. First grade, eight grade or 
even the twelfth grade, our young folk 
must be engaged. They must be al-
lowed to fully dream through life a 
lense that doesn’t hide the inevitable 
but creates a path of knowledge and 
self-worth. 

by Keith Schofield 

Saint Martin de Porres High School partners with over 120 greater Cleveland businesses to invest in students.  

It is only through the committed 
partnership of over 120 Corpo-
rate Partners throughout North-
east Ohio and the dedicated em-
p loyees  of  those  o rgan iza -
tions that Saint Martin is able to 
provide this valuable program for 
our students. Our Corporate Part-
ners not only recognize the im-
portance of investing in our young 
people because of the many ben-
efits that are created for our stu-
dents, but also because of the 
broader benefits associated with 
workforce development. Amid the 
roar of the planes and hustle and 
bustle around Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport you will find 
a 5-star company that is vital to 
operations at our busiest airport. 
Constant Aviation specializes in 
airframe maintenance and en-
gine maintenance, major repairs, 
avionics, interior refurbishment, 
paint, parts distribution, and ac-
cessory services.  
 The company understands the 
importance of aircraft availability 
and minimizes the costs for their  

customers. So if your plane 
needs maintenance, this is defi-
nitely the one-stop shop to turn 
to in times of need. It is also 
where Zamir Calhoun’21 re-
sides once a week and 5 times 
a month for his Corporate Work 
Study job. Zamir has never 
flown before so everything 
around him has been new and 
exciting. “The staff actually let 
me board a plane, which was 
really cool,” Zamir said with a 
smile. His supervisor, Jodi  

Schuler added, “Zamir really lit 
up his first day here, it was awe-
some. He went to the hangar, 
saw some of the aircrafts, expe-
rienced what is was like to sit in 
one and it brightened his day.” 
Jodi, who serves as the Business 
Manager of Aircraft on Ground 
department, is thrilled to have 
Zamir as part of the team. She 
keeps him busy working on and 
updating many spreadsheets 
that involve important work or-
ders, and processing invoices  

so they can be submitted on-line. 
 Zamir will also pull labor rates 
for customers and work on com-
puters a lot, which he really ex-
cels at, “I am really good with 
technology, so when Miss Schuler 
breaks down the task for me, I 
pick it up the first time,” he said. 
“I  like it a lot!” It falls right in line 
with what Zamir would like to do 
in the future, and have a technol-
ogy based career after school. 
“The work experience is great, 
you can learn a lot from it, it 
helps in real life and I tell all my 
friends that.” The unique opportu-
nities these organizations provide 
our Saint Martin students is trans-
formational, and the supervisors 
become a significant part of our 
learning community. “I think the 
program is awesome’” said Jodi. 
“I love that it is kids that may not 
have had an opportunity like this. 
I think this is a great experience, 
not only because you see the cor-
porate environment but you expe-
rience different personalities.  

A Positive Educational Experience 

The story of how we educate our youth 
continues to be an on-going discussion 
in our society. Do we motivate our chil-
dren to aspire to continue their educa-
tion till they reach their highest mone-
tary goal or do we prepare our youth to 
quickly join the work force and develop 
a trade or business that makes them 
self-sufficient. This is a societal search 
for which there is clearly no wrong or 
right answer. What becomes the forma-
ble concern is how we reach our young 
minds and engage them fully so that 
education is not an afterthought, but a 
goal to fulfill all ones dreams. I have to 
go back to how that engagement was 
influential on my life. Home is the be-
ginning of our education engagement 
search. A parent, relative or friend close 
to you has to first light the candle for 
knowledge. Allowing you to dream and 
believe that nothing is impossible. 
Opening your mind to the many direc-
tions that education can take you and 
trusting that through effort and dedica-
tion all things are possible. On that first 
day of school, when education becomes 
like an organized gang, does that first 
teacher make this new experience one 
which you trust their judgment and you 
are willing to accept their help and sup-
port through the start of this demanding 
journey. The world to a young mind can 
feel overwhelming with all the re-
determinations made due to your race  

 Say Yes to Education is a non-
profit effort that organizes cities 
and communities “around the 
goals of every public school stu-
dent not only graduating high 
school – but doing so with the 
support to attain, afford and com-
plete a postsecondary educa-
tion.” Cleveland schools were se-
lected by Say Yes to Education 
program to help support students 
with their goals of achieving a 
higher education. Students who 
graduate and meet the require-
ments will have an opportunity 
for scholarships that will cover 
fees and tuition (after federal and 
state aid has been applied). The 
funds can be used at any public 
two-year college, four-year col-
lege or Pell-eligible technical pro-
gram in Ohio. In addition, scholar-
ships can be used at some pri-
vate colleges and universities in-
cluding Case Western Reserve, 
John Carroll, Baldwin Wallace 
and Notre Dame. 
Say Yes to Education will also in-
corporate wrap-around services 
that may include health, mental 
health, tutoring and after-school 
programming to all Cleveland city 
schools. To receive the scholar-
ships, students must live in the 
Cleveland school district and at-
tend Cleveland schools or part-
nering charter high schools.   
Learn more about   
Say Yes to Education (SYTE): 
www.sayyescleveland.org. 

Cleveland  
“Say Yes 
to Educa-
tion” 
by  
Kathryn Speigner  
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RANDY WHITE: 330-283-4084 

CHARLES SMITH: 216-548-4057 

FREEMAN BLADE: 440-829-8926 

BOB FRUCHTER: 440-829-8926 

Article found on Saint Martin de Porres  
work-study web page. 
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1. Fatima Family Center 
2. Greater Cleveland  
        Neighborhood Centers  
        Association 
        Hough Health Center 
        NEON 
3. Lexington-Bell Community                   
      Center 
4. Thurgood Marshall  
        Recreation Centers 
5. EJ Kovacic Recreation  
        Centers 
6. Sterling Recreation Centers 
7. Famicos Foundation 
8. Baseball Heritage Museum 
9. Cleveland Sight Center 
10. Milton and Tamar Maltz                     
      Performing Arts Center 
11. Rainey Institute 
12. Chateau Hough Vineyards 
13. CWRU/Cleveland Clinic                      
   School of Medicine and                 
     Dental 

14. University Hospital's  
15. Women and Children  Clinic 
16. Dave's Markets 
17. Asia Plaza 
18. Masonic Hall 
19. Slovenian Museum 
20. Eliza Bryant 
21. Agora Theater 
22. Gallucci's Italian                                     
      Foods & Market 
23. Red Cross 
24. Cleveland Botanical Gardens 
25. Doan Park 
26. CMSD Headquarters 
27. Dunham Tavern Museum 
28. Cleveland Clinic 
29. University Hospital 
30. St. Clair-Superior CDC 
31. CSU 
32. County Services 
33. Children Museum 


