
The Potato Association of America 
"LAC REPORTS" 

 

1. 2010 LAC 

 a. Phil Hamm provided statistics about the 2010 meeting in Corvallis, OR. They had 
209 attendees, from 11 countries, 6 provinces and 22 states. They received $41,100 

in sponsorships, expenses were $128,000 with just over $37,000 left over. 

 b. He raised a concern about the LAC not having any knowledge or control over the 
symposium speakers being told that their registration fees would be covered by 

PAA. The symposium committee did not communicate with the LAC, and the LAC 
ended up covering some symposium speakers registrations. He indicated the LAC 

should not be paying any symposium speaker expenses. 

 c. The LAC guidelines at the time of the meeting indicated that the EC dictates where 
net income from an annual meeting is deposited. Phil feels the guidelines should be 

changed to allow the LAC to decide where to place excess funds. 

2. 2011 LAC 

 a. Craig Yencho reported that there were 185 registrants at the meeting. To his relief, 
their contracted room night tally has been met. They raised $42,000 in 
sponsorship. For accompanying persons, two 15 passenger vans are available to 

shuttle them around. Golf and the fishing trips were cancelled due to lack of interest. 

 b. Craig Yencho gave the final statistics for the meeting in Wilmington, NC. They had 

185 attendees, from 10 countries, 7 provinces and 21 US states. The meeting ended 
in the black by about $8,500, with $3,500 donated to PAA and the rest covering 
gifts, PAA President fees and insular expenses by Craig Yencho’s program. Larry 

Hiller stressed that LAC sponsors should address their cheques to the LAC and not to 
PAA. 

     There is no update on the status of the manuscripts from the 2011 sweet potato 
workshop. Craig received a round of applause. 

3. 2012 LAC 

 a. Rob Davidson reported that the 2012 PAA Annual Meeting will be in Denver, CO at 
the Crowne Plaza Denver International Airport Convention Center on August 12-16, 

2012. The meeting will follow a traditional format. The LAC does not require a cash 
advance. The committee is already in place. A grower-oriented session, possibly 
about virus management is being discussed. Fund raising is already underway.  

 b. Rob Davidson reported there were 176 registered and 26 accompanying persons 
with 25-30 one day registrants and a few growers. There will be 130-140 at the 

barbecue and 110 at the banquet. He indicated there were a reasonable number of 
papers and posters. 

4. 2013 LAC 

 a. Réal Brière and Laure Boulet reported they have a conference coordinator in place. 
The meeting will be held at the Chateau Laurier, Quebec City, Quebec, Canada on 

July 28 to August 1, 2013. Most of the city is bilingual, English is not a problem. A 
mini-symposium on cyst nematode may be included. An agricultural tour is planned. 
The barbecue will be on the tour day. The EC will work with the 2013 LAC on 

planning 100th anniversary celebration activities. President Campbell offered to 
distribute postcards advertising the 2013 PAA meeting at the Potato EXPO in January 

2013. A poster dedicated to the 100th anniversary of PAA should be displayed at the 
Potato EXPO. 

 


