
108th Stated Meeting – 1 – June 15, 2021 

Registration Information 
Presbytery of the James 108th Stated Meeting 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom Meeting 
June 15, 2021 

 
 

Note: ALL participants (Ministers, Commissioned Pastor (CRE), Certified Christian Educators, 
Ruling Elder Commissioners, and guests) will be required to register in advance. We will 
need to know the names of Ruling Elder Commissioners (those elected by session to 
represent their congregations) in advance. This is a change from in-person meetings. 
 
Ministers and Clerks of Session: We will need to know the names and contact information (email and phone 
number) for your commissioners ahead of time. This is a change from in-person meetings. Please email this 
information to Barbara Espigh at barbara@presbyteryofthejames.org, or if you do not have internet access, 
please leave a message at 804-262-2074 ext. 301.  
 
All attendees: Please use the link below to access registration on our website. You will be asked for your 
name, phone number where you can be contacted the day/time of the webinar, your church’s name and city, 
and whether you are a Ruling Elder Commissioner (a ruling elder who was elected by the church session to 
represent the congregation), ruling elder serving as moderator of a POJ committee, minister member, 
commissioned pastor (CRE), Certified Christian Educator, or guest. It is important that all information is filled 
out.  Once you have registered, information regarding meeting access links, numbers, and passwords will be 
emailed to you. Please save that email to use on June 15 to log in to the meeting.  
 
For security reasons, there will be NO registrations allowed on the day of the meeting, so please be sure to 
register prior to the deadline (Monday, June 14 at 9:00 a.m.) 
 
If you do not have reliable internet access, please call the presbytery office at (804)262-2074 ext. 301 and 
leave a message including your name, phone number, church name and city. Someone will call you back to 
discuss participation options. 
 

Registration:  https://www.presbyteryofthejames.com/stated-meetings/ 
 
 

Thank you for your flexibility as we continue using the virtual format in this uncertain time. If you have 
questions or concerns not covered in the above information, please contact Barbara Espigh at 
barbara@presbyteryofthejames.org. If you do not have reliable internet access you may leave a message at 
(804)262-2074 ext. 301. 
 
 
**Emails and calls will be returned during POJ office hours Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.** 
  

mailto:barbara@presbyteryofthejames.org
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108th Stated Meeting – 2 – June 15, 2021 

General Information 

Presbytery of the James • 108th Stated Meeting 
June 15, 2021 

Via Zoom Meeting 
 
 

 Please thoroughly review Section I and Section II of the packet prior to the meeting to 
become familiar with the topics that will be discussed and voted on. 

 
 

 At their earliest opportunity, each moderator or clerk of session is requested to put this packet in the 
hands of the Ruling Elder Commissioner(s) representing their church. 
 

 Presbytery convenes promptly at 9:30 a.m. You must have completed registration by the deadline (June 
14 at 9:00 a.m.) and be logged in by 9:30 a.m. the morning of the meeting. The Zoom link will open at 
9:00 a.m. for all commissioners and attendees. 

 

 All ministers and sessions are reminded that email excuses are required for absences to be approved. 
Please plan to stay logged in for the entire meeting and attend to all matters. Send excuses to Franklin 
Reding, assistant to the stated clerk, at franklinr@presbyteryofthejames.org. 
 

 If you plan to offer a motion or an amendment to any motion, please raise your virtual hand by using the 
“Raise Hand” icon in the participants window or by using *9 if you are participating by phone. Once you 
have been recognized, you will be asked to unmute using the “Mute/Unmute” icon – phone users may 
unmute by using *6. Please state your motion or amendment, which will be typed out by presbytery staff 
and read back to the body.  
 

 Overtures must be at the presbytery by noon eight (8) weeks prior to a meeting. For the October 16, 2021 
meeting, the deadline will be August 19, 2021 by noon. 
 
 
 

 
  

Future Stated Meetings 

  

 October 16, 2021 ..................................... Invitation Needed (Worship with Necrology and Communion) 

 February 19, 2022 ............................................................................. Invitation Needed (Bible Study) 

 June 21, 2022 ........................................................................................ Invitation Needed (Worship) 

mailto:franklinr@presbyteryofthejames.org


  

108th Stated Meeting – 3 – June 15, 2021 

A G E N D A 
 

 
 

 9:00 Pre-meeting Preparation and Training for Video and/or Audio Participation via Zoom 

 9:30  Call to Order & Prayer .................... Teaching Elder Patrick Dennis, POJ Moderator, Tuckahoe Church 

  Welcome ................................................................................... Teaching Elder Patrick Dennis 

  Welcoming of First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, and Visitors 

  Welcome of New Minister Members .... Teaching Elder Karen Witt, Providence Church, Gum Spring 

  Recognition of Honorable Retirements ......... Teaching Elder Gordon Lindsey, Honorably Retired 

  Recognition of Covenant Pastors ................... Teaching Elder Gordon Lindsey, Honorably Retired 

 9:50 Worship Service ..................................................... Teaching Elder Kerra English, Ashland Church 
   Celebration of the Life and Ministry of Gordonsville Church, Gordonsville 

 10:35 Adoption of the Agenda .................................................................. Ruling Elder Kenna Payne 
 Mission Council Moderator; Westminster Church, Richmond 

  Stated Clerk Report ............... Teaching Elder Fred Holbrook, Interim General Presbyter & Stated Clerk 

  Consent Agenda ........................................................................Teaching Elder Fred Holbrook 

  Mission Council Report ................................................................... Ruling Elder Kenna Payne 
   Recognition of Colleen Earp, Associate for Youth Ministry ................. Ruling Elder Dan Jordanger 
 Vice-Moderator of POJ, former moderator of Personnel Committee 

  Trustees of the Presbytery of the James, Inc. Report................ Ruling Elder Steven M. Hicks 
    President of the Trustees; Mitchells Church, Mitchells 

 11:00 Break 

 11:15 Committee on Nominations ................................. Teaching Elder Denise Hall, Honorably Retired 

  Committee on Ministry .................................. Teaching Elder Gordon Lindsey, Honorably Retired 

  Committee on Preparation for Ministry .... Ruling Elder Linda Coye, St. Andrews Church, Kilmarnock 

 Leadership Connections Team ...................... Teaching Elder George Whipple, Honorably Retired 

 Mission & Service Team ................................................................... Teaching Elder Jess Cook 
 Acting Moderator, MAST; Program and Communications Manager, More Light Presbyterians 

  Camp Hanover ........................................................................... Doug Walters, Executive Director 

 12:30 Adjournment and Closing Prayer ......................... Teaching Elder Patrick Dennis, POJ Moderator 

 108th Stated Meeting 
Presbytery of the James 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

Virtual Meeting 



  

108th Stated Meeting – 4 – June 15, 2021 

A Brief Guide and Reference Sheet to 
Robert’s Rules of Order 

 

Robert’s Rules of Order is a guide for conducting meetings and making decisions. In order for the Presbytery to carry out its 
responsibilities in the most fair and orderly fashion, it is helpful for teaching and ruling elders to understand the rules of order which 
will be followed. Familiarity with the Book of Order is very helpful and, where our constitution is silent, we have the following: 

 
“Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, except when it is 
in contradiction to this Constitution. Councils may also make use of processes of discernment in their deliberations 
prior to a vote as agreed upon by the body.” [Book of Order, G-3.0105] 
 
With this in mind, the following brief overview of parliamentary procedure is provided for you. It will serve as the basis for the 

handling of the Presbytery’s business. Your familiarity and attention to these basic rules of order will be most appreciated. 
 

PRECEDENCE 
ORDER 

 
DESCRIPTION 

Second 
Required? 

 
Debatable? 

 
Amendable? 

 
Vote Required? 

MAIN MOTIONS 

1 Main (Principal) -  
to present a 
recommendation for 
consideration by the body 
 

No – if coming    
from a 
committee 
Yes – if coming 
from the floor  

Yes Yes Majority 

SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS    In order of precedence 

2 Postpone indefinitely Yes Yes No Majority 

3 Amend - substituting, 
inserting, striking out, or 
striking out and replacing 

Yes Yes Yes, but only 
one at a time 

Majority 

4 Refer / Commit to a 
Committee 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 

5 Postpone - to a subsequent 
meeting 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 

6 Limit or Extend Debate Yes No No 2/3 vote 

7 Call for the Previous 
Question - to end debate 

Yes No No 2/3 vote 

8 Lay on the table until later 
in the meeting - to take up 
more urgent business 

Yes No No Majority 

PRIVILEGED MOTIONS 

9 Order of the Day No No No Chair decides 

10 Question of Privilege No No No Chair decides 

11 To Recess Yes No Yes Majority 

12 To Adjourn Yes No No Majority 

13 To Fix a Time to adjourn Yes No Yes Majority 

INCIDENTAL MOTIONS 

 Point of order No No No Chair decides 

 Request for Information No    

 Parliamentary Inquiry No No No No vote taken 

 Question a Voice Vote No No No No vote taken 

OTHER MOTIONS 

 Reconsider - can only be 
made by a person on the 
prevailing side and for a 
decision of the same day 

Yes Yes - if the 
motion being 
reconsidered 
is debatable) 

No Majority  

NOTE – the above list does not include all possible motions or actions included in Robert’s Rules of Order.  

 


