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MAIN THING
In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Love

SCRIPTURE
2 Timothy 3:16-17, John 14:6, Matthew 3:13-17, 1 Corinthians 9:20-23, Acts 26:20, Ephesians 4:2-6

ICEBREAKER
If you went to church as a kid, what’s one thing that your childhood church did differently than Catalyst?

OPENING THOUGHT
The Christian Church was birthed out of the Cane Ridge Revival in Bourbon County, KY in 1800. It was started by a collection of 
Methodist and Presbyterian pastors that were distressed by the disunity they saw among the churches in America. They began a 
new movement stating, “We are not the only Christians, but we are Christians only.” Dismissing any denominational name, they 
chose the name “Christian Church” and started a movement based on the creed, “In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in 
all things love.” This is the church that Catalyst is a part of, and this identity is essential to our mission as a church.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. If a friend were to ask you, ‘What was one thing your pastor said in his sermon on Sunday?’ what would you say?

2. What is the definition of a Christian?

3. What do you think happens to churches, and Christians, who move away from the two essential things (The Bible is the Word 
of God and Salvation is Found Only In Jesus Christ) and base their beliefs on other things?

4. What happens when churches, and Christians, put non-essentials in the “essential” category? What happens when worship 
style, style of dress, certain Bible translations, etc becomes essential to a church?

LIFE APPLICATION
At Catalyst, we want to make sure that the doors of our church aren’t narrower than the doors of heaven. We believe that 
no matter what church you choose to worship at, if we agree on the essentials, we can have Christian fellowship together. 
Many Christians and many churches have made terrible mistakes by confusing the essentials and non-essentials, 
disregarding the essentials and/or making non-essentials too important. 

It is okay to have your own beliefs about which Bible translation to use, how to dress on Sunday mornings, what kind of 
music should be used in church, etc. That’s perfectly fine. However, it is necessary to understand that others may not 
share those same preferences yet still be as deeply committed to Jesus as you are. In the non-essentials, there is liberty. 
Far too many Christians and churches remain divided over things that are non-essential. We need to rid ourselves of 
those conflicts and focus on the essentials.

CHALLENGE
Are the doors to heaven wider than the doors of Catalyst? Are the doors of heaven wider than the doors of your OWN heart? 
Have you given due attention to the essentials? As a group, do some self-reflection and see if the essentials and non-essentials 
are in their right place in your life.
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