
Our camp theme this year was

FEARLESS. The words "fear not" are

used in the bible 365 times. This

summer, we FEARLESSLY tackled

new challenges, explored our faith,

and deepened our relationship

with God. 

While this year was different from

any other year at camp, our

campers, staff, and families bravely

adapted to new expectations, new

rules, and new adventures at

camp. Our new campers and

returning campers alike stepped

up to the challenge and helped

make this a summer to

remember, filled with silly stores,

new friends, and spiritual growth.

Bug Bites
2021

As part of our new camper badge program,

many of our campers earned our 2021

FEARLESS badge for showing courage and

bravery during their time with us at camp.  For

some campers, this meant trying something

new like a muddy creek walk or shooting a

bow and arrow.  Others earned theirs for

stepping outside their comfort zone to lead an

evening reflection or sleep under the stars. 

Thanks to each and every one of our campers

who inspired us to be FEARLESS this summer.



 All of that changed this summer. Once again laughter and singing were ringing through the air and echoing

through Sucker’s Creek. Silly camp songs about frogs, a moose and his juice, another moose and his supper,

one about a child and a bumblebee, how to make a hippopotamus smile and the Backpack Song could be

heard wherever you went this year.

We played a new game called “What’s Wrong with OZ?” this summer and many of you discovered some

things that were out of place around camp. There was nothing wrong with all of the fun that was had in the

mud or Sucker’s Creek or swimming in Lake Huron. These activities along with archery, arts and crafts, gaga

ball and rock hounding with Mulch were on the weekly menu for many of you. And speaking of menus, you

enjoyed some tasty food each week: chicken nuggets, cinnamon rolls, biscuits and gravy, walking tacos, and

hamburgers. Of course we all enjoyed s’mores around the campfire every Friday night before leaving on

Saturday morning.

Camp was unique this year as we stayed with our cabins more and wore our designer Camp Ozanam masks

when we were around others both indoors and outdoors. However, the masks could not hide your smiles and

joy. You were happy to be back at Camp Ozanam or here for the first time. And we were so happy to see you!

Camp is not camp without you! Thanks for making this summer so special. 

Through it all you made new friends and new memories. You taught us how to find happiness in the small

things like morning polar bear swim, finding rare rocks on the beach and running around camp in search of

your counselors during Counselor Hunt. Many you even ran with your imagination and discovered worlds and

adventures through the gift of reading thanks to our first Camp Book Fair. 

98 years ago this magical place called Camp Ozanam was created for you. It was made so that you could

explore the wonders of God’s creation, learn new things, make new friends and to discover the greatest

treasure of all: friendship with Jesus. We hope that you enjoyed this summer just as so many other kids have

done over the years. We are grateful that you came. Thanks for making this summer so special for me and all

your counselors. What are you grateful for? What did you most enjoy about camp this year? Please write to

tell us at: 

Camp Ozanam

7303 Walker Rd.

Carsonville, MI 48419

You are all in our thoughts and prayers as you prepare for the new school year. Keep your minds open to learn

new things and your heart open to make new friends. Kindness makes all the difference. I hope to see you

soon again at camp!

Your friend,

Dear 2021 Camp Ozanam Campers,

Director's Corner

"Yes, we’re open!” It was so nice for Camp Ozanam to be back open this

summer after a 2-year break, the longest in our 98-year history. These

last two years have been so lonely for camp without each of you here.

We missed your smiles and loud and joyful voices that travel from one

side of camp to the other. There was too much silence at Camp

Ozanam, so much so that the bunnies, squirrels and birds were all

wondering, "Where are the campers? Have they forgotten to visit us?”



Our Creative Campers



On Thursday, Fr. Ron Victor (a former Camp Ozanam counselor and

long-time supporter) joined us to celebrate mass.

We're (finally) Back!

This week, we welcomed campers back for the first time in nearly

two years! Even before the first buses arrived on Monday, our

staff, campers, and parents were buzzing with excitement.  It

took a day or two to adjust to some of the changes at camp--

masks, social distancing, and cohorting--but we quickly fell into a

rhythm. 

Despite many changes at camp due to COVID, we were thrilled to

return to some of our favorite activities--singing camp songs,

gaga ball, archery, arts & crafts, and much more!  Our first week

back to camp was a resounding success.

Trip 1 Highlights 

Book fair

Swimming after a

hot day

Ice cream at lunch

Rock Hounding

Mr. & Mrs. OZ

Pageant

Singing (and playing)

in the rain

Mass with Fr. Ron

Adventure Camp

canoe trip

OZ Olympics

Closing bonfire

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Trip 1  |  July 5-10, 2021

We had a hot start to the week and loved spending time in the lake

to stay cool.!  Whether it was an early morning polar bear swim or

an extra evening swim, the lake was one of our favorite places this

week!



Trip 1 Challenges

for our FEARLESS

Campers

Learn all the names of

everyone in your cabin.

Help someone in your

cabin without being

asked.

Write a positive word

around camp using

sticks and rocks.

Help your counselor

during the day.

Forgive someone who

has hurt you.

Share something with a

friend in your cabin.

Wednesday's Mr. & Mrs. OZ pageant featured some wild outfits,

wacky talents, and lots of laughter--Sports & Crafts and Chai were

crowned our Trip 1 winners.

Campers are always excited when our favorite volunteer Mulch joins

us for the day to lead rock hounding.

The Shawnee boys won Cabin of the Week on Friday and enjoyed

some yummy pizza and extra swim time. 



Campers (and counselors) brought some fierce competition to the

gaga ball pits this summer.  We couldn't get enough of it!

Smooth Sailing 

With a week under our belt, we were thrilled to welcome our Trip

2 campers at lunchtime on Monday. Trip 2 was our biggest week

of the summer, which meant extra laughter, fun, and adventure!

We loved the enthusiasm that the campers brought to every

activity, song, and challenge we sent their way.  Our second week

of campers was one for the books!

Trip 2  |  July 12-17, 2021

Fr. Grayson (or "Wigwam" as he was known during his time as a counselor at Ozanam)

joined us for mass on Thursday and spent time talking about Jesus with our campers

before lunch.

Trip 2 Highlights 

Book fair

Evening swim

Backwards Day

Talent show

Adventure Camp

canoe trip

Counselor Hunt

Mass with Fr.

Grayson

What's Wrong with

OZ?

OZ Olympics

Closing bonfire 

Camper badges

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY



Trip 2 Challenges

for our FEARLESS

Campers

Learn all the names of

everyone in your cabin.

Volunteer to be a

“buddy” for someone in

your cabin.

Do 5 random acts of

kindness today.

Write a list of 10 things

that you are grateful for

and thank God for these

things in a moment of

prayer.

Write a cheerful note or

make a card for

someone in your cabin

group. 

Whether we were splashing in the waves, building sand castles, or

just hanging out, the beach was one of our favorite places at camp!

Our Adventure Camp girls were serious about getting their camper

badge holders just right--we love the dedication.

The Chippewa boys pulled off an exciting win for Cabin of the Week

Trip 2 and got to celebrate with pizza and an evening swim!



We never get tired of a good beach walk. You can't beat the

awesome view and the cool rocks along the way!

In the Groove

Trip 3 brought along a great group of campers and awesome

opportunities to try new things, make new friends, and become

closer with Jesus.  We had awesome weather all week and

enjoyed being able to swim, run around, and experience all that

camp has to offer.  Before we knew it, the week had passed by

and it was time to head home.  We hope to see our Trip 3

campers back next year!

Trip 3  |  July 19-24, 2021

Former Ozanam staff member, Fr. Matt (Duke) joined us for mass on

Tuesday.  The birthday fairy also made a special appearance and

surprised him with his favorite camp treat!

Trip 3 Highlights 

Book fair

Evening swim

Mass with Fr. Matt

Mr. & Mrs. OZ

Pageant

Counselor Hunt

Relay races

Adventure Camp

canoe trip

OZ Olympics

Songs at Closing

Bonfire

Camper badges

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY



Trip 3 Challenges

for our FEARLESS

Campers

Learn all the names of

everyone in your cabin.

Let someone go first in

an activity when it is

your turn. 

Write a letter to Jesus

asking for His help and

for His friendship.

Invite your cabin to pray

with you or to sing a

camp grace with you.

Volunteer to help during

cabin clean up or a

meal.

Due to our COVID protocols, we couldn't play Eagle's Eggs with the

full camp, but with a little creativity and some swim noodles, we

were able to adapt the game to play safely with our cabins.

Friendship bracelets are a staple at camp.  We're not sure who

loves them more--the campers or the counselors!

Positive attitudes, patience, and some wild enthusiasm helped the

Shawnee boys win Cabin of the Week for Trip 3. Way to go, boys!



Fr. Steve Blaxton joined us for mass on Wednesday and helped us

grow closer in our relationship with Jesus.

A Whirlwind Week

Trip 4 was packed with so much excitement, it seemed to fly by! 

 On Monday, campers were welcomed to Ozanam with some

extra treats to celebrate the feast day of our patron saint--St.

Anne.  After lots of fun (and a little rain) on our second day at

camp, we all spent some quality time together in the shower

houses while we waited for a big storm to pass. 

After that, things calmed down a little bit and we enjoyed a pretty

normal week at camp with creek walks, archery, crafts, sports,

swimming--you name it!  Saturday arrived much too quickly and

we wished our campers could've stayed just a little bit longer. 

 Trip 4 was a real adventure!

Trip 4 Highlights 

St. Anne's Day treats

Evening swim

Mr. & Mrs. OZ

Pageant

Camp Kindness Day

Mass with Fr. Steve

Counselor Hunt

Relay Races

Adventure Camp

canoe trip

A visit to the farm

Closing bonfire &

camp songs

Camper badges

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Trip 4  |  July 26-31, 2021

The Penobscot boys got to go on a special fieldtrip to our friend

Lori's farm and meet her cows, goats, dogs, and more!



Trip 4 Challenges

for our FEARLESS

Campers

Learn all the names of

everyone in your cabin.

Cheer on your cabin

during an activity or

game.

Write a positive word

around camp using

sticks and rocks.

Share something with a

person in your cabin.

Pray to Jesus and ask

Him to forgive you for

any bad choices that

you have made

recently.

Our Trip 4 Adventure Camp boys were fearless (and covered in mud)

as they hiked through Suckers Creek on Tuesday.

There's always something fun to find down by the water.  There

were a few less rocks (and some heavier camper bags) by the end

of the week!

Our Adventure Camp boys pulled off an exciting win as Cabin of the

Week for Trip 4.  Way to go, AC!



On Thursday, Fr. Chris (or "Sharkbait" as he was known during his

days at camp) joined us to celebrate mass. 

The Final Lap

Trip 5 arrived before we knew it.  Our final week was filled with

excitement and adventure and we cherished it all the more

knowing it would be our last week for the summer.  We tried out

some new evening programs this week and had lots of fun

building shelters in the woods and successfully solving the

mystery of the missing camper badges.  

On Friday night, we had an extra fun closing bonfire.  On top of

our usual songs and stories, counselors and campers took turns

telling jokes.  On Saturday, we waved goodbye to the last group

of campers and started counting down the days until the start of

camp in 2022.

Trip 5 Highlights 

Relay races

Counselor Hunt

Building shelters in

the woods

Mass with Fr. Chris

A game of Clue to

find our missing

badges

Jungle Breakfast

Ice cream at Quest

Rest

Closing bonfire with

lots of silly jokes

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Trip 5  |  August 2-7, 2021

We're always giddy with excitement when campers arrive at

Ozanam on Monday mornings, but day one was extra exciting as

we welcomed our last group of campers for 2021.



Trip 5 Challenges

for our FEARLESS

Campers

Learn all the names of

everyone in your cabin.

Volunteer to help your

counselor throughout

the day.

Go the whole day only

using positive words.

Thank the cooks today

for their hard work in the

kitchen.

Compliment 3 people

today, saying

something nice and

uplifting to encourage

them.

Our Chippewa girls earned their FEARLESS badge and Campout

badge sleeping under the stars on Thursday evening.

No matter how many times we get to swim in a summer, it was

never enough.  We love spending time in Lake Huron!

Grill Master Mike Jones kept us well fed at our Friday evening

cookouts with some delicious burgers.



CAMP OZANAM

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @SVdPCampOzanam

 7303 Walker Rd., Carsonville, MI 48419 | 313-393-2871 | ozanam@svdpdetroit.org

That's a wrap

on our 98th

season at 

CAMP 

OZANAM!
For the first time this year, campers were able to earn badges for

trying new things, completing challenges, and being their best

selves. Stay tuned for new badges to be introduced in 2022!

We miss you already. Stay tuned for opportunities to engage with us over the

holidays and we hope to see you back next year! Our 2022 camping season

will run from July 5 - August 6.


