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About Black Dog Salvage + Salvage Dawgs 

Established in 1999, Black Dog Salvage is a prominent 
architectural salvage company based in Roanoke, Virginia. 
Over the last two decades, the business has evolved from 
a down and dirty salvage warehouse to an interior design 
showroom featuring architectural details, custom upcycled 
designs, furniture paint, regional artisans, and salvage 

inspired furniture. Robert’s attention to detail coupled with 
Mike’s creative problem-solving skills have created the 
framework for this successful partnership. 

 

Since 2012, Salvage Dawgs has chronicled the adventures 
and creativity of Black Dog Salvage and introduced this 

Roanoke based business to an international audience. With 
143 episodes spanning eleven seasons, Salvage Dawgs has 
proven to be an engaging and entertaining television show 

the whole family can enjoy. Salvage Dawgs is co-produced 
by Trailblazer Studios and Figure 8 Films. Watch Salvage 

Dawgs on Amazon, Discovery Plus, DIY Go app, iTunes, 
YouTubeTV, and streaming devices. 
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ABOUT BLACK DOG SALVAGE The Founders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Kulp Mike Whiteside 

Co-Owner of Black Dog Salvage with a keen eye for historical value and a 

constant focus on the bottom line, Robert Kulp is the resident architecturol- 
ogist of Black Dog Salvage. A builder, salvager, Roanoke native and proud 
Virginia Tech Hokie, this former Naval Officer knows how to run a tight 

ship. In the office or in the field, Robert is all about “attention to detail” – 
a source of both great pain and entertainment for the rest of the 
Black Dog Crew. 

With a degree in Building Construction from Virginia Tech, Robert has a 
passion for architectural details and a great understanding of the value 

of reclaimed building parts. As a Class A General Contractor, he offers his 
expertise for period restorations, “new” old houses, and “sympathetic” 
additions. In his spare time, you can find him cheering on the Hokies, kite 

boarding, or navigating behind the wheel of the “Damn Skippy” (Black 
Dog’s Vintage Cabin Cruiser). 

Co-Owner of Black Dog Salvage famous for saying, “go big, go hard, go 
fast, or go home,” Mike Whiteside, the resident optimist of Black Dog 

Salvage, has yet to meet an impossible task – but knows his limits. As a 
former Navy parachute rigger, he traveled the world serving our country. 
Mike’s love of travel and the sea led him to a 15-year career as a profes- 

sional sailor and yacht captain. Some of his other offbeat jobs include ski 
lift operator and chair seat weaver. 

His skill set today involves custom fabrication, ad hoc artistry, and creative 
salvaging. He may have seen a lot, but he is always looking for a way 
to see it all over again. Easily mistaken for a “bull in a china shop,” he 
enthusiastically barrels headfirst into each job, leaving no stone unturned 
in the pursuit of all things salvageable. Always looking for a deal, you’ll 
find Mike calling the shots on the front lines of Black Dog bartering. An 
architectural visionary, Mike loves to tackle design challenges and help 
customers create their own unique treasures. On a rare day off, you can 
find him with a line in the water or riding his Harley through the 

Virginia countryside looking for the next salvage conquest. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT BLACK DOG SALVAGE The Paint 
 

Why Create A Paint Line? 

Black Dog Salvage specializes in transforming reclaimed materials into 
upcycled furniture and accessories in their custom fabrication shop. Custom 
pieces often include a wide range of materials and surfaces, many with 

remnants of old paint, lacquer, varnish, or wax. The shop was challenged 
to find a paint on the market that would adhere to these reclaimed materi- 
als and solved the problem by developing their own paint line. 

 

Combining their talents and knowledge to bring the best product to market, 
the Black Dog Salvage Paint Studio worked directly with a chemist on 
the development of the paint line. Black Dog Salvage on the artistic and 
application side, the chemist on the chemical, safety, and quality of product 
side. Each sample went through multiple tests in the paint studio at Black 
Dog Salvage and was scrutinized for color, coverage, adhesion capability, 
self-leveling properties, and durability. One requirement for the Black Dog 

 

 
paint line was it offer a mixable palette of pure, true colors - something 

not available with other paints on the market. By using a pure white, 
Clean Canvas, and a pure black, Black Dog, any of the 14 other colors 
can be added to tint and shade for unlimited combinations. The resulting 
product is a paint line that is user-friendly, environmentally safe, and with 
an exceptional adhesion rate, self-leveling components and endless color 
capabilities. 

 

The water-based, low VOC, quick-drying formula makes Black Dog Salvage 
Furniture Paint easy to use and easy to clean up. The ultra-matte finish is 

self-leveling so it goes on smooth and feels great to the touch with no brush 
marks. These were all important factors in creating a product line that 
would work with any reclaimed material. 
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ABOUT BLACK DOG SALVAGE What Makes It Special 
 

The Chemistry of the Paint 

Most DIY paints on the market are comprised of two basic elements: Latex 
Paint and Calcium Carbonate. Recipes on the Internet use a latex paint 
base and add one of the following: calcium carbonate, unsanded grout, 

or plaster of paris. The quality of the paint product produced from these 
recipes hinges on the quality of the recipe, the quality of the ingredients 
used, and the ability of the person putting it all together. Unsanded grout 
and plaster are both designed to set up, resulting in a paint product with a 
limited time frame of use. 

Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint is a water-based latex/acrylic blend 
with calcium carbonate and other clay bodies added to acquire its velvety 

smooth matte finish. 

 

Environmental Aspects and 
Unique Properties of the 
Paint 

It was emphasized from the beginning of the paint line development that 
all Black Dog paint would be SAFE for the environment and the user. The 

following is a list of specific attributes of the paint: 

• Low Volatile Organic Compounds 
• Water-Based 
• Safe To Be Used Around Babies, Children And Pets 
• Can Be Used Indoors 
• High Adhesion Rate 
• Self Leveling 
• Ease of Application 
• Mixable Palette 
• Soap and Water Cleanup 
• Strong Durable Topcoat: Guard Dog Topcoat Paint Protector 

• Packaging Is Recyclable Plastic That Will Not Rust Like Metal 
Containers And Discolor The Paint 

Preparation 

There is no strenuous or extensive preparation required before you begin 
painting. Raw wood does not have to be primed. Existing finishes do not 
have to be removed. You only need to sand your piece if there is chippy 
paint, a rough surface area, or a glossy finish. The one important thing 

you must do before you apply the paint is CLEAN the piece to be painted. 
There are any number of good quality general cleaners on the market 
you can use. In the paint studio, Black Dog has found TSP (Trisodium 

Phosphate) works great for removing grease and grime buildup as well 
as silicone-based dusting products and wax. Once clean and dry, you may 
begin painting. 

 

Application 

Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint can be applied using the brush of your 
choice, either natural or synthetic bristle, and it can also be sprayed. Please 
follow your sprayer’s recommended thinning guidelines. Thin 
with distilled water. 

Sponge brush and roller applications of the paint have not proved to be 
successful to date, based on experimentation in the Black Dog Salvage 
paint studio and feedback from customers. Sponge brushes appear to 

“push” the paint versus apply it, and rollers leave a textured finish versus 
a smooth finish. Note: these results involve a certain degree of 
personal preference. 

Black Dog matte finish paint dries quickly, but will take longer to complete- 
ly cure/dry in wet, hot, humid weather. In this type of weather condition, 
please allow extra time between coats of paint application and at least 
24-48 hours before applying topcoat over the final coat of paint. Moisture 
trapped between the coats of paint will cause the surface of the paint to 
crack. If the topcoat is applied over paint that has not had time to cure, al- 
lowing moisture to evaporate, the topcoat will appear to “PULL” away from 
the surface, causing an uneven coating. If this happens, allow the topcoat to 
dry and sand it off. Reapply topcoat to the painted surface. 
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ABOUT BLACK DOG SALVAGE What Makes It Special 
 

Coverage 

The average quart of paint on the market covers 80-100 square feet, and 
the average pint covers between 40-50 square feet. 

Our 32 oz. Quart will cover approximately 150 square feet. The 16.9 oz. 

Pint Plus covers approximately 80 square feet. 

This illustrates the paint’s exceptional coverage qualities. Depending on 
what you are painting, one coat coverage is attainable, but two coats are 

suggested. 

 

Adhesion Qualities 

Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint was designed to adhere to most existing 

finishes. Black Dog has successfully tested it over: 

• Glass 

• Metal of all sorts including rusted 
tin, brass, silver, stainless steel, 

rusted iron, and aluminum 
• Plastic 
• Polyurethane 
• Shellac 
• Lacquer 
• Varnish 

• Latex, Acrylic, and 

Oil-Based Paint 
• Stained wood, both water-based 

and oil-based stains 
 

 

The only base materials that have caused adhesion problems are heavily 
oiled finishes such as Scandinavian-style teak furniture. Black Dog does not 
recommend application over this type of finish. 

 
Bleed Through 
Some furniture manufactured between the 1940’s through the late 1960’s 
was coated with a substance that bleeds through most paint. It usually 

does not happen on the whole piece, but is contained around a drawer, the 
apron of a table, or a veneered tabletop. If this happens, immediately stop 
painting. Allow the paint to completely dry, and apply clear shellac over the 
affected area. You do not need to remove the discolored paint. Allow the 

shellac to completely dry before you resume painting. The shellac will seal 

the surface and allow you to continue painting without any bleed through 
problems. One coat of shellac should be sufficient; occasionally two coats 

may be required. 

 

Endless Palette of Colors/Mix-ability 

The team wanted to ensure that the paint line was versatile in every aspect, 
including COLORS. We have 16 premixed colors, including a true white and 

a true black. The whole palette is intermixable. See more about mixing 
colors on pages 12 - 16. 

 

Topcoat Paint Protector 

A number of paint companies suggest applying a wax product over their 
paint. Wax does not provide a stable, solid, cleanable surface. It can be dif- 
ficult to apply and most certainly difficult to remove. For these very reasons, 
we developed Guard Dog & Show Dog Topcoat Paint Protector as our final 

finish for the paint. 

Guard Dog, a water-based polyurethane, is our toughest topcoat but may 
amber when used over lighter colors. Show Dog is made from the clearest, 
non-amber urethane and the clearest acrylic to offer superb surface 
protection without color alteration. They come in two finishes: Clear Matte 

and Clear Satin. It can be applied with a good quality synthetic or natural 
brush, a sponge brush or sprayed. The topcoats build quickly and self 
levels. It was formulated to be used as the topcoat to protect your pieces 

painted with Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint, but it can also be used to 
protect any project surface, be it wood, plastic, ceramic, glass, or metal. It is 
for interior use only. 

The average coverage of 75-80 sq. ft. per pint & 150 sq. ft. per quart. 
Cleanup is easy using warm soapy water. 

Surface preparation: Use a lint-free cloth to be sure the surface to be 

coated is free of lint or debris. Do not use a tack cloth to remove dust. 
Tack cloths will leave a waxy/oily residue that will keep the product from 
adhering to the surface of the piece. 

Before applying Topcoat stir gently. 
NEVER SHAKE this product. 

If needed, sand lightly between coats. Two 
coats are highly recommended for most 

surfaces. For heavily used areas such as 
tabletops, we recommend three to four coats. 
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FURNITURE PAINT  

WATER-BASED 

 

 
PAINT APPLICATION 

Our paint is a water-based acrylic/latex paint. It cleans up easily with soap 
and water. Do Not Shake, Gently Stir. 

 

LOW VOC (Volatile Organic Compound) 
Our paint has low to no odor and is exceptionally environmentally friendly. 

Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint can be used indoors, around children and 

pets. The paint contains no harmful chemicals or odors. 

 

HIGH ADHESION & COVERAGE RATE 
Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint will adhere to other paint, varnish, 

lacquer, poly, plastic, metal, unfinished wood, water-based or oil stains, glass 
and ceramic. Coverage: 75-80 square feet per PintPlus™, 150+square feet 
per quart. Use only Distilled Water to thin the paint. 

 

PREP BEFORE PAINTING 
Our paint can be used over most CLEAN surfaces. You must clean your piece 

before painting. We suggest TSP (Trisodium Phosphate), a TSP substitute 
or any good degreasing, degriming, general cleaner. Do not use a cleaner 
that contains any petroleum products or silicones. No stripping or priming is 

required. Sanding is only necessary if you have “chippy,” peeling, glossy or 
blemished areas. We do not suggest our paint be used on furniture that has 
been oiled continuously such as teak or Scandinavian style furniture. 

 

INTERIOR PAINT 
Our paint is an interior furniture paint that must be sealed with a topcoat. It 

is not wall paint. Our paint can be used on furniture and accessories and will 
adhere to other paint, varnish, lacquer, poly, plastic, metal, bare wood, glass 

and ceramic. If applying over a glossy surface we suggest a light sanding 
before painting. 

 

MIXABLE PALETTE 
The paint is completely customizable. You can mix the colors to create your 

own custom hue. Our white–Clean Canvas–is a true white. It can be mixed 
with any of the colors to create a TINT (lighter hue of a color). Our black– 

Black Dog–can be mixed with any color to create a SHADE (darker hue of 
a color). You may view our color recipes at our store and on our website, 
blackdogsalvage.com. There are no limits to the colors that can be created. If 
you create a new color please let us know! 

Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint can be brushed or sprayed. You 
may use the brush of your choice, synthetic or natural bristle. We do not 
suggest the use of foam brushes with the paint. If spraying, follow the 
thinning suggestions of your sprayer’s operating manual. Use Distilled 

Water only when thinning paint. 

 

TOPCOAT APPLICATION 
Our paint must be top coated in order to protect the painted surface. 

Choose either Guard Dog or Show Dog, in satin or matte finishes, to 
guard against the abuses of everyday use. Guard Dog, a water-based 
polyurethane, is out toughest topcoat but may amber when used over 
lighter colors. Show Dog is made from the clearest, non-amber urethane 
and the clearest acrylic to offer superb surface protection without color 
alteration. Both topcoats can the sprayed or brushed. Apply a minimum 
of two coats. We suggest allowing the paint to cure for 24 hours before 
top coating. If working in a non-air-conditioned space in high humidity 
all for extra drying time. As with all polyurethane products: Do Not 

Shake, Gently Stir. If you like a waxed finish, you most certainly can 

use wax over our paint. Wax will darken the color. Wax is very stable, but 
not durable. Wax offers only modest protection against water damage, 
provides no protection against solvents, makes the paint difficult to 
remove, and at best is very challenging to paint over. 

 

BLEED THROUGH 
If you have a pink, yellow, orange or brown color bleeding through the 

paint, you have a condition called “Bleed Through.” A substance used 
on manufactured furniture during the 1940’s to the late 1960’s causes 

Bleed Through. If this happens, quit painting. Allow the paint to dry and 
paint the affected area with clear shellac. Allow to dry and paint over the 
shellac. The shellac seals the affected area. 

 

PAINT WON’T ADHERE 
If you are having issues it is most likely due to one of the following: 

A) The piece is not clean, or you used a cleaner that contains silicone 
or petroleum substances. Cleaners that contain petroleum or silicone 
substances will repel the paint. We have found TSP to be a good 
all-around cleaner for preparing your piece for paint. 

B) The piece has been highly oiled. The paint will not adhere to teak or 
Scandinavian style furniture that has been consistently oiled. Sorry… 
no paint will adhere to these surfaces. 
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THE COLOR WHEEL Let’s Mix It Up! 
 

Basic Color Schemes – Introduction to 
Color Theory 

With colors you can set a mood, attract attention, or make a statement. 
You can use color to energize, or to cool down. By selecting the right color 
scheme, you can create an ambiance of elegance, warmth or tranquility, or 

you can convey an image of playful youthfulness. Color can be your most 
powerful design element if you learn to use it effectively. 

Color affects us in numerous ways, both mentally and physically. A strong 

red color has been shown to raise the blood pressure, while a blue color has 
a calming effect. Being able to use colors consciously and harmoniously can 
help you create spectacular results. 

Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 
In the RYB (or subtractive) color model, the primary colors are red, yellow 
and blue. The three secondary colors (green, orange and purple) are creat- 
ed by mixing two primary colors. Another six tertiary colors are created by 
mixing primary and secondary colors. 

The illustration below shows the color circle with the primary, secondary 

and tertiary colors. 

 
Primary 

Tertiary Tertiary 

 
Secondary 

Secondary 

 

 

Tertiary Tertiary 

 

 

Primary Primary 

 

Tertiary Tertiary 
Secondary 

 

 

Warm and Cool Colors 
The color circle can be divided into warm and cool colors. Warm colors 
are vivid and energetic and tend to stand out in space. Cool colors give an 
impression of calm and create a soothing impression. White, black and gray 
are considered to be neutral. 

 
 
 

 

The color wheel or color circle is the basic tool for combining colors. The 

first circular color diagram was designed by Sir Isaac Newton in 1666. 

The color wheel is designed so that virtually any colors you pick will look 

good together. Over the years, many variations of the basic design have 
been made, but the most common version is a wheel of 12 colors based on 
the RYB (or artistic) color model. 

Traditionally, there are a number of color combinations that are considered 
especially pleasing. These are called color harmonies or color chords, and 

they consist of two or more colors with a fixed relation in the color wheel. 

The Color 
Wheel 

Wa
rm 

Co
ol 
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THE COLOR WHEEL Let’s Mix It Up! 
 

Tints, Shades, and Tones 
These terms are often used incorrectly, although they describe fairly sim- 
ple color concepts. If a color is made lighter by adding white, the result is 
called a tint. If black is added, the darker version is called a shade. And if 
gray is added, the result is a different tone. 

Tints – Adding White To A Pure Hue: 

 
 

Shades – Adding Black To A Pure Hue: 

 

 
Tones – Adding Gray To A Pure Hue: 

 
 
 
 

Color Harmonies – Basic 
Techniques For Creating Color 
Schemes 

Complementary Color Scheme 
Colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel are considered to be 
complementary colors (example: red and green). 

The high contrast of complementary colors creates a vibrant look, especially 
when used at full saturation. This color scheme must be managed well so 

it is not jarring. Complementary color schemes are tricky to use in large 

doses, but work well when you want something to stand out. 

Analogous Color Scheme 
Analogous color schemes use colors that are next to each other on the color 
wheel. They usually match well and create serene and comfortable designs. 
Analogous color schemes are often found in nature and are harmonious 
and pleasing to the eye. 

Make sure you have enough contrast when choosing an analogous color 
scheme. Choose one color to dominate, a second to support. The third color 
is used (along with black, white or gray) as an accent. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Triadic Color Scheme 
A triadic color scheme uses colors that are very evenly spread around the 

color wheel. Triadic color schemes tend to be quite vibrant, even if you use 
pale or unsaturated versions of your hues. To use a triadic harmony success- 
fully, the colors should be carefully balanced – let one color dominate and 

use the two others for accent. 

 

  

 

Complementary colors 

are really bad for text. 
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THE COLOR WHEEL Let’s Mix It Up! 
 

Split-Complementary Color Scheme 
The split-complementary color scheme is a variation of the complementary 
color scheme. In addition to the base color, it uses the two colors adjacent 
to its complement. This color scheme has the same strong visual contrast 
as the complementary color scheme, but has less tension. The split-com- 
plimentary color scheme is often a good choice for beginners, because it is 
difficult to mess up. 

Rectangle (Tetradic) Color Scheme 
The rectangle or tetradic color scheme uses four colors arranged into two 

complementary pairs. This rich color scheme offers plenty of possibilities for 
variation. Tetradic color schemes work best if you let one color be dominant. 
You should also pay attention to the balance between warm and cool colors 

in your design. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Square Color Scheme 
The square color scheme is similar to the rectangle, but with all four colors 
spaced evenly around the color circle. Square color schemes works best if 
you let one color be dominant. You should also pay attention to the balance 
between warm and cool colors in your design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE COLOR WHEEL 

Color Descriptions 

Let’s Mix It Up! 

 

Appalachian Sunset: Rich strawberry red as seen across 

the Virginia skyline on a clear night as the sun slips behind 

the mountains. 

Baby I’m Amaized: A cross between clean straw and 

butterscotch, warm and comfy. 

Black Dog: The signature color of Black Dog Salvage 

Furniture Paint. A true, deep velvety black that can be used 

on its own or mixed with any of our other colors to create a 
deeper, darker shade of any color. 

Blue Ridge: Aptly named for the beautiful mountain 

range that graces the Roanoke area. This blue captures the 
true essence of that landscape. 

Caution Dogs At Work: A bright, fresh tangerine orange 

sure to brighten up and enliven your project piece. 

Clean Canvas: A true white, crisp and clean. It can be 

applied to your project by itself or mixed with any of 
our colors to create the tint of your choice. 

Dirt: Black Dog deals with a lot of real dirt in salvage, but 

this brown dries to a rich velvety chocolate. 

Dog Bone: Creamy neutral linen that goes with 

everything across the board – the color that pulls every 

ensemble together. 

 
Galvanized: This tranquil, smoky gray is a great neutral 

you can add to any project. 

Go Green: A vibrant emerald green created to breathe 

new life into your next upcycled piece. 

Keep It Teal: Reveals a deep blue-green, dark cyan 

reminiscent of rejuvenating island waters. 

I Need A Bandage: Named for Mike Whiteside’s pro- 

pensity for hurting himself on the job. We’ve all heard him 

say it. This deep, rich red will add a great “pop” of color to 

your next project. 

Patinio Greenio: They love a good patina at Black Dog. 

This crisp apple green will add a touch of fresh spring color 

to any project. 

Roanoke Rain: Conveys as a tranquil, soothing, dusty 

blue. Think robin’s egg, sea glass, and the sound of rain on 

a tin roof. 
 

 

Star City Sunshine: Named for the Roanoke Star, a 

bright and welcoming lemon yellow. 

That’s Gonna Leave A Mark: Another Mike White- 

side-ism, named for all the purple bruises acquired by the 
crew on their adventures in the salvage field. A true plum 
that looks better on your project than the crew’s thighs. 

1
2 



THE COLOR WHEEL 

Color Recipes 

Let’s Mix It Up! 

 

I NEED A BANDAGE 

Premixed Signature Color 

STAR CITY SUNSHINE 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

BARN RED 
2 Parts I Need a Bandage 

1 Part Dirt 

BRICK YARD 
1 Part I Need A Bandage 

1 Part Dirt 

 
CORAL RUST 

2 Parts Appalachian Sunset 

1 Part Caution: Dogs at Work 

 
VINTAGE BLUSH 

1 Part Baby I’m Amaized 

1 Part I Need a Bandage 

 
SALMON 

2 Parts Clean Canvas 
2 Parts Appalachian Sunset 
1 Part Caution: Dogs At Work 

PERSIMMON 
1 Part Caution: Dogs at Work 

1 Part Appalachian Sunset 

 

CANTALOUPE 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Appalachian Sunset 
1 Part Caution: Dogs At Work 

CAUTION: DOGS AT WORK 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

JUST PEACHY 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Caution: Dogs At Work 

LEMON SORBET 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Star City Sunshine 

 

LEMON BUTTER 
1 Part Dog Bone 

1 Part Star City Sunshine 

 
BABY I’M AMAIZED 
Premixed Signature Color 

 
 

BANANA 
2 Parts Dog Bone 
1 Part Baby I’m Amaized 

 
FIELD MUSTARD 

1 Part Patinio Greenio 

1 Part Baby I’m Amaized 

 
SPRING WILLOW 

1 Part Patinio Greenio 
1 Part Clean Canvas 

 
PATINIO GREENIO 
Premixed Signature Color 

 
 

WASABI 
1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Patinio Greenio 
 

MOSS 
1 Part Dirt 

1 Part Galvanized 
1 Part Go Green 
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THE COLOR WHEEL 

Color Recipes 

Let’s Mix It Up! 

 

GO ARMY 

1 Part Go Green 

1 Part Dirt 

 

GO GREEN 
Premixed Signature Color 

OUR NAVY 
2 Parts Blue Ridge 
1 Part Black Dog 

 
BLUE RIDGE 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

 
GREEN TEA 

1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Go Green 

 
JADITE 

3 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Go Green 
1 Part Keep It Teal 

EMERALD CITY 
2 Parts Keep It Teal 
1 Part Go Green 

 

CADET BLUE 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

1 Part Appalachian Sunset 

 
ARCHITECT BLUE 

1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Blue Ridge 

 
VIRGINIA SKY 

1 Part Blue Ridge 
1 Part Roanoke Rain 

 

THE GRASS IS 

ALWAYS GREENER 
1 Part Go Green 

1 Part Keep It Teal 

HEATHERED MOSS 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

2 Parts Patinio Greenio 

 

EUCALYPTUS 
1 Part Go Green 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

1 Part Keep It Teal 

DEEP SEA 
3 Parts Keep It Teal 

1 Part Black Dog 

 
AFTER MIDNIGHT 

2 Parts Keep It Teal 

1 Part Black Dog 

BLUEBIRD 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

 
CARIBBEAN BLUE 

1 Part Patinio Greenio 

2 Parts Blue Ridge 
 

PEACOCK 
2 Parts Keep It Teal 

1 Part Blue Ridge 

 
BLUE SPRUCE 

1 Part Go Green 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

 
LAGOON 

1 Part Blue Ridge 

1 Part Patinio Greenio 
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THE COLOR WHEEL 

Color Recipes 

Let’s Mix It Up! 

 

KEEP IT TEAL 
Premixed Signature Color 

 
 

ISLAND BLUE 
1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Keep It Teal 

SOUTHERN TURQUOISE 
1 Part Roanoke Rain 
1 Part Keep It Teal 

 
RETRO BLUE 

2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Keep It Teal 

 
ROANOKE RAIN 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

 
MOUNTAIN MIST 

1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Roanoke Rain 

 
FOG 

3 Parts Roanoke Rain 
1 Part Black Dog 

 
GUNMETAL 

1 Part Blue Ridge 

1 Part Dirt 

 
DENIM HAZE 

2 Parts That’s Gonna Leave A 
Mark 

1 Part Blue Ridge 

 
DAMSON PLUM 

2 Parts Blue Ridge 

1 Part That’s Gonna Leave A 
Mark 
1 Part I Need A Bandage 

WORN DENIM 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

1 Part I Need A Bandage 
Wet Distress With Galvanized 

GRAPE NEHI 
2 Parts I Need A Bandage 
1 Part Blue Ridge 

 

THAT’S GONNA LEAVE 

A MARK 
Premixed Signature Color 

 
SPRING LILAC 

1 Part Galvanized 
1 Part That’s Gonna Leave A Mark 

 
THISTLE 

2 Parts Clean Canvas 

1 Part That’s Gonna Leave A Mark 

 
DUSTY LAVENDER 

1 Part Galvanized 

1 Part Appalachian Sunset 

 
PICKLED BEET 

2 Parts That’s Gonna Leave A Mark 
1 Part I Need A Bandage 

 
APPALACHIAN SUNSET 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

CAMEO PINK 
2 Parts Dog Bone 
1 Part Appalachian 
Sunset 

WATERMELON 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part I Need A Bandage 
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THE COLOR WHEEL 

Color Recipes 

Let’s Mix It Up! 

 

CLEAN CANVAS 
Premixed Signature Color 

 
 

LINEN AND LACE 
1 Part Dog Bone 
1 Part Clean Canvas 

 

DOG BONE 
Premixed Signature Color 

SILVER LAB 
3 Parts Galvanized 
2 Parts Dirt 
1 Part Black Dog 

COAL DUST 
2 Parts Black Dog 
1 Part Galvanized 

BLACK DOG 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

611 STEAM 
2 Parts Clean Canvas 
1 Part Dog Bone 
1 Part Galvanized 

 

PUTTY 
1 Part Dog Bone 

1 Part Galvanized 

MUSHROOM 
1 Part Dirt 

1 Part Galvanized 
 

MOCHA 
1 Part Dirt 
1 Part Baby I’m Amaized 

 

MUDDY RIVER 
1 Part Dirt 

1 Part Caution: Dogs at Work 

 
DIRT 
Premixed Signature Color 

 

GALVANIZED 
Premixed Signature Color 
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PAINTING TECHNIQUES 

Painting Techniques 
 

Single-Color Application 

Supplies: 

• Crown Molding Pieces 
Cut 4.5" w x 4" H 

• Chip Brush 
• Water 
• Rags 
• Paint 

• Hair Dryers For Faster 
Drying Times 

 
When learning painting techniques, begin with a simple, one-color 
application.  

Be sure to not apply so much paint that it is dripping and/or pooling, 

as it will take forever to dry and also create a mess.  
 

• Reminder:  stir the paint gently– never shake the paint. One should 
stir the paint for approximately 5 minutes before painting. If your 
paint has been sitting for a long time before you are going to use it, 
turn your can upside down to allow all the “solids” in the paint to 
unsettle. 

 
 

 

• Use each piece of painted trim painted for the following 
distressing techniques. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Altering Your Paint Brush For Dry 
Brush Distressing Technique 
For great distressing effects, use a sharp pair of scissors to alter the 
straight machine cut edge of the brush bristles. Using your scissors, cut 
into the bristles at an angle, not deep, just about a quarter of an inch. 
Bang the brush on a level surface to knock out any loose hairs. Dampen 
the brush in water and blot on a rag. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Two-Color Wet Distress is one of the easiest techniques to learn. Using 
contrasting colors creates dramatic visual results. This technique 
produces a soft, distressed, worn paint appearance. 

Instruction: 

• Choose a second color to use over one of the pre-painted crown 
molding samples. 

• Grab a damp brush and a damp, non-dripping rag. 

• Apply a coat of the second color over the base coat. 

• When finished applying the coat of paint, take the damp rag and 
wipe off some of the paint in the direction it was applied. If too 
much is removed, reapply paint and wipe again until desired effect 
is achieved. 

 

 
 

Supplies: 
• 1"-2" Chip Brush 
• Pre-Painted Trim Piece 
• Paint Color Choice 
• Scissors 
• Rags 
• Water 

 

 
This is one of the hardest techniques to accomplish, but also one of the 
most satisfying once achieved. Dry brushing can be used to acquire a 
layered, worn look. 

Instruction: 

Choose your paint color. 

• Dip the damp altered brush head into the paint no further than one 
quarter of an inch. 

• Blot the dipped brush onto a lint-free rag, allowing the paint to work 
further up the bristles while removing excess paint from the brush. 

• Holding the brush almost parallel to the surface, lightly pass the 
brush over the surface using the whole brush head. 

• Continue until the desired level of dry brushed paint is achieved. 

• Always brush with the grain of the wood or the way the first coat of 
paint was applied. 

• Apply topcoat when dry. 

 
 
 
 

PAINTING TECHNIQUES 

Two-Color Wet Distress 

Supplies: 
• Pre-Painted Trim Piece 
• 2" Chip Brush 
• Water 
• Rags 
• Paint Color Choice 

1
8 

Dry Brush 
Technique 



PAINTING TECHNIQUES 

Two-Color Dry 
Distress 

Supplies: 
• 1"-2" Chip Brush 
• Pre-Painted Trim Piece 
• Paint Color Choice 

• Sandpaper 120-150 Grit, 
Cut In Two 3"x 4" Pieces 

• Water 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This paint technique provides a very worn, rustic, distressed finish. 
You can sand through to the wood beneath the paint, or just to the first 
paint color. Start out soft and work your way down to the desired finish. 

Instruction: 

Choose a second color to cover your pre-painted trim piece. Take a 
“walk on the wild side,” choose a color you would not normally combine 
with the base coat color, or pick a color combination you would imagine 
using for one of your own future projects. 

• Paint over the base color and set aside to dry. (If using a hair 
dryer to speed up drying time, make sure you not applying heat 
too closely to the wet painted surface. Paint will pull and crack if 
forced to dry too quickly.) 

 
 

Washes 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Supplies: 
• Brush of Choice 
• Rags 
• Paint Color Choice 
• Water 

• Allow second coat of paint to completely dry. 

• Once dry, sand using a light hand to remove areas of top paint 
color to expose base color and the wood beneath the paint. 

• Apply a topcoat to your finished piece. 

Washes are a wonderful way to add color while allowing the grain of 
the wood to show through. A wash is simply paint diluted or thinned 
with distilled water to create a more translucent effect. How much water 
you add to the paint depends on the level of color you desire. 

Instruction: 
• You can apply a wash over a pre-painted piece or a bare wood piece. 

• Mix water into the paint a little at a time to create the wash. Less 
water provides for a deeper color. More water will give you less color. 

• Apply wash with a dampened brush as if you were using 
the paint full strength. 

• Once applied, you may want to use a rag to rub the wash 
into the surface. 

• If desired, apply a second coat. Allow to dry. 

• Apply topcoat when dry. 
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This effect takes more time than the other distressing techniques (most 
of the time is spent waiting for the paint to dry), but the multiple layers 
of color create a richness and depth that make it worth the extra effort. 
Another advantage is that this technique is a little more forgiving than 
a single-color topcoat, since any uneven spots can be concealed under 
subsequent coats of paint. 

Instruction: 

• Apply your base color. After allowing time for the base to dry 
completely, apply the glaze with a dry brush, then gently wipe it 
with a rag to blend it in. 

 

• Continue adding the glaze in stages until it achieves the desired effect. 
 

• Give your project time to dry. Depending on the weather, you 
might be able to continue painting in a few hours. 

 

• For the next layer, you’ll reapply the base color. You can either 
use the dry brush technique or a wash of the base color. 

 

• You can continue layering the base and top colors but be sure to 
apply less paint with each successive coat. The goal is not to hide 
underlying layers, but to allow them to shine through. 

 

• Apply topcoat when dry. 

PAINTING TECHNIQUES 

Glazing 
Technique 

Supplies: 
• 1"-2" Chip Brush 
• Pre-Painted Trim Piece 
• Glaze Color Choice 
• Scissors 
• Rags 
• Water 
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PAINTING TECHNIQUES 
 

How To Clean And Maintain Your Brushes 

Brush maintenance is an important part of painting. For your brushes 
to continue to help you produce great work, they need to be cleaned 
correctly. 

Always rinse your brushes thoroughly with the handle facing up and 
the brush head down. Use a brush comb to free as much paint as 
possible out of the bristles before adding soap. Use a bleach-free 
soap to clean your brushes. Dispense a fair amount of soap into the 
palm of your hand once the majority of the paint has been rinsed 
from the brush. Mash the brush head into the soap and swirl around 
your palm. Rinse and repeat as needed. Use the brush comb to keep 
the bristles in alignment and remove any paint or soap from the 
bristles. Continue 
rinsing in water. Once you are satisfied all paint and soap are 
removed from the bristles, apply an inexpensive hair conditioner to 
the bristles, rinse, and hang to dry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Have Any Questions? 

Please visit us at: FurniturePaint.com 

Or call us at (540) 343-6200 


