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OCTOBER	EVENTS	[on	cover]	
In	this	era	of	disinformation,	National	Council	of	Jewish	Women	South	Cook	
and	Chicago	North	Shore	Sections	have	collaborated	to	present	three	Spotlight	
Zoom	programs	to	educate	their	members	and	the	public	about	propaganda	
and	manipulation.		Each	program	is	self-contained	and	will	be	closed	
captioned	and	recorded.		Please	mark	your	calendars	with	the	dates	below.		
Ellen	Kaplan	and	Debby	Pebworth,	NCJW	South	Cook	Illinois	State	Policy	Advocates	
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Ravensbruck Concentration Camp 
for Women (1939 - 1945)

A Story of Courage & Hope

Judy Winnick presents an extraordinary lecture 
about Ravensbruck, the only All Women’s 
Concentration Camp established by the Nazis 
during WWII. Torn from over 20 countries, 
imprisoned under horrifi c conditions, these 
women defi ed SS Authority when they conspired 
at great risk to commit imaginative acts of 
resistance. Heroic bonds of friendship fostered 
hope for survival: a survival never assured.

National Council of Jewish Women South Cook 
is pleased to partner with Jewish United Fund 
in serving our community through the South 

Suburban Mini-Grant Kehilah Program
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EXCITING NEWS!
Judy Winnick is returning to 

Homewood Live on Wednesday night, 
October 20th at Shir Tikvah, 7 PM 

Vaccination & Mask Required

OCTOBER EVENTS
In this era of disinformation, National Council 
of Jewish Women South Cook and Chicago 
North Shore Sections have collaborated to 
present three Spotlight Zoom programs to 
educate their members and the public about 
propaganda and manipulation.  Each program 
is self-contained and will be closed captioned 
and recorded.  Please mark your calendars 
with the dates below. 

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth, NCJW South Cook 
Illinois State Policy Advocates

“Resurrection” The Ravensbruck Rose



PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

One of the biggest challenges facing our COVID 
impacted world is the continuity of all the valued 
and important mile-markers of our lives. We have 
been unable to celebrate and mourn those events 
that shape our lives in a social setting, receiving 
the in-person love and physical support that mean 
so much.

We have had to make adjustments and move 
forward.  Technology has certainly helped, but 
cannot replace a warm hug or a kind shoulder to 
lean upon.  I feel uplifted by the fact that we have 
always “found a way” to persevere.

Graduations, weddings, baby showers, funerals, 
concerts, sports, and many more events have 
been reshaped to fit the requirements we now 
all live with on a daily basis. I am amazed by 
the ingenuity and creativeness that has been 
displayed in organizing these adjustments.  We, 
as a society, need each other so we can continue 
to accomplish our goals and make improvements 
in all aspects of our lives and the lives of those 
who depend upon us.

Even now, as we face the threat of a deadly 
variant(s), I am hopeful that our need to give and 
support outweighs our fears and biases.  I certainly 
see this in every event and program NCJW 
South Cook Section has adapted and maintained 
throughout 2021.

We were able to: bring back our “Honey for 
the Holidays” gift packages (including the 
continuation of cards in addition to the honey); 
pack and present 62 beautiful layettes to Aunt 
Martha’s New Mom program via our Albine Gerson 
Layette Project; continue via ZOOM to hold our 
monthly South Suburban Book Club; and present 
advocacy programs such as Promote the Vote/
Protect the Vote, and Marion Blumenthal Lazan’s 
Four Perfect Pebbles – A Holocaust Story. We will 
be bringing back the popular Judy Winnick to Shir 
Tikvah (in person) on October 20th to perform her 
new show – Women of Ravensbrück (1939-1945), 
the SS concentration camp built exclusively for 
women

Even if we are required to take a few steps back, 
it has been wonderful to see and interact with so 
many of our members and supporters.  This is what 
makes us “come alive” and effectively continue, 
inspired by Jewish values, our mission of striving 
for social justice, improving the quality of life of 
women, children, and families and safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.

Thank you for being a member and supporter.

Sharon E. Johnson,
President of NCJW South Cook Section
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CONTINUITY

PPrreesseennttiinngg  ttwwoo  sshhoorrtt  ffiillmmss,,  ““SSttrroonnggeerr  tthhaann  SStteeeell””  aanndd  ““MMaakkee  MMee  aa  SSaannccttuuaarryy””  

WWaattcchh  aatt  hhoommee  aanndd  tthheenn  jjooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  aa  ddiissccuussssiioonn  oonn  ZZoooomm  OOccttoobbeerr  44  aatt  77PPMM..  

Director Biography - Jacob Pincus 
Jacob Pincus was born and grew up in 
Pittsburgh. Jacob recently graduated from 
high school and is taking his gap year in 
Israel. He will then attend University of 
Southern California and major in Film 
Production.  

SSuuzzaannnnee  PPaatttteerrssoonn  wwiillll  lleeaadd  aa  qquueessttiioonn--aanndd--aannsswweerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiirreeccttoorr,,    
JJaaccoobb  PPiinnccuuss..  LLiinnkkss  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoovviieess  aanndd  ZZoooomm  wwiillll  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo  yyoouu  pprriioorr  ttoo  eevveenntt..  

Three days after the Tree of Life synagogue 
shooting in Pittsburgh, thousands of people 
came together to protest the hate and 
violence in the country. Jacob Pincus had a 
connection to the city and the synagogue so 
he got in his car and drove down to 
document the event.  “Stronger than Steel” 
was shown at The Chicago Southland 
International Film Festival (CSIFF) in 2020 
and nominated for Best High School Short & 
Best Documentary Short.  

In “Make Me a Sanctuary”, members in a 
synagogue in Beachwood, Ohio reflect on 

their congregation’s history and how they 
have come to need a new house of prayer 
after nearly fifty years in a building built by 
Holocaust survivors. 

Suzanne Patterson is a co-founder and judge 
for CSIFF at Governors State 
University.  Suzanne also manages The 
Knowledge Exchange at Governors State 
University’s School of Extended Learning 
where she teaches a Cinema Studies course.  

Shir Tikvah is pleased to partner with Jewish United Fund in serving our community  
through the South Suburban Mini-Grant Kehilah program.  

Click the red button to register! Zoom & 
movie link will be sent prior the event. 

  Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing them to dbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling 
her at (708) 798-8049. If you know of changes or additional information about other members we should put in the 
Directory, please tell Debra. If she’s not home, please leave a message with your changes.  
Note: there are no updates on addresses in this bulletin since a new Directory will be out in October.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!
Frances (Francie) Gerson
8631 Beall Street
Dyer, IN 46311
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Honey for the Holidays

Honey in 
Numbers

Funny Bee Jokes

Time to say Thank You and Shana Tova!
It is still July and we are already writing the Thank You 
letter in recognition of all the volunteers who came 
this year and helped with our Honey Project.  2021 
has been an amazing season and the Queen Bee 
Team has many things to be thankful for.  You may 
have noticed our “new digs.” Shir Tikvah opened 
their doors to us, generously gave up their social hall 
for us to use for three weeks and Deidre and Bob 
were always nearby in case we had any questions or 
needed their help.  Moreover, the Queen Bee Team 

was enriched with the addition of two 
new members who brought their own 
strengths to the team, Judy Budrow 
and Gayle Weil; their hard work was 
invaluable. Both contributed with their 
own knowledge and life experiences to 
make the project more successful.  The 

team has two hidden Queen Bees.  Laura Mizrahi who 
works behind the scenes and is the only one holding 
the fort right side up.  Laura keeps records of all our 
orders, calls with individual reminders, supervises the 
teenager volunteers who fold our little boxes and 
does it all while working summer school. The motor of 
our group, the one without whom the Honey Project 
wouldn’t happen, is Debra Borodkin. This year she was 
present at Shir Tikvah everyday but one, 10:00 to 4:00, 
walking 5,000 steps daily sorting and organizing our 
boxes. That’s the part that everyone saw. The hidden 
Debra went back home every afternoon and sat down 

at her computer until after 
10:00 PM printing the senders’ 
names in all 2800 L’Shana Tova 
cards that went along with the 
honey, matching names and 
orders and labels. Queen Bee 
Bonnie Ribet, who all by herself 
hand delivers over 100 bottles 

of honey in the city; sometimes 
she bikes, sometimes she 
walks, and always she gets 
the job done. And then 
there is Elena Morone.  For 
two weeks each summer Elena 
abandons her cozy apartment in 
the city and comes back to the suburbs 
to work, anywhere she is needed, no job 
too small. 
As in any other beehive, this project can’t survive 
without the Worker Bees who label, wrap, and box 
our honey.  Thanks a thousand to Aden Kozel, Sharon 
Johnson, Vicki Weiss, Susan Bayer, Ellen Kaplan, Judy 
Mischel, Gwen Nodiff, Marianne Switt, Stuart Switt, 
Pat Arnold, Leslie Sigale, Stephanie Sigale, Marian 
Kirschenbaum, Cheryl Sugar, Barbara Gordon, Evelyn 
Rosen, Lois Fine, Robin Latman, Vicki Wiggenhauser, 
Valerie Birk, Susie Goldberg, and Rori Narter. 
To our drivers who load their cars and vans with heavy 
bags and deliver them to the post office: Jim Kelly, 
Gayle Weil, Vicki Weiss, Vicki Wiggenhauser, Judy 
Budrow, Jeffrey Lippert, Sharon Johnson, Pat Arnold. 
Cathy Davis and Louie Bloomberg. A special thanks to 
Lisa Greenebaum for delivery to Highland Park.
And to all of those in the NCJW Board who hand 
deliver the honey so we can save in postage.  
We want to thank Greg Budrow for offering us better 
quality paper on the colorful Rosh Hashanah Greeting 
cards we sold this year.
The 2021 season was a huge success and it’s due to 
all of you.   Thanks so much from the bottom of our 
hearts.  May this year bring out the best in all of us.
Shana Tova u Metuka, Osher be Briut [A Good and 
Sweet Year, Joy and Good Health] 
The Queen Bee Team

Judy & Gayle

Elena & Debra

8 days to pack  Over 30 volunteers involved
1 day to bag    ½ day to haul it all to the post office
2439 honey bottles sold 4 high schoolers earned credit
445 greeting cards sent 7 oz of honey in each bottle

What kind of bees make milk? Boo bees.

What do bees say when they return to the hive? “Honey, I’m home”
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Albine Gerson Layette Project
As our post COVID season came to an end in July 
2021, we have every reason to feel proud of our 
accomplishment as a team! We have assembled 
62 lovely Layettes for Aunt Martha’s New Mother’s 
program, in equal number for Spring/Summer and 
Fall/Winter. Then we topped off our successful year 
by adding an inventory-cleaning session in August to 
prepare for 2022. 
The packages are assembled with much care and love 
by South Cook Team members. The love just shines 
through! As Aunt Martha’s range of services has grown 
over the years, we have responded by increasing the 
numbers from an average of 50 layettes in prior years. 
When we see photos of infants and their young Moms 

receiving our packages, 
it is a special joy for us to 
see the big smiles of the 
Moms! 
We are grateful to those 
who helped by donating 
to our project gently 
used baby items, with the 
physical assembly of the 
layettes, or financially. 
Thank you to team 
members: Pat Arnold, 
Susan Bayer, Debra 
Borodkin, Lynn Brown, 
Nancy Burrows, Lois Fine, 
Ellen Freedman, Sharon 

Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, and also Lynne Oberman, 
Barbara Gordon, Wendy Friedheim and Gloria Lippert 
for all the lovely items. 
We finished packing for this year, but there is still 
time for our members to participate by donating the 
following much needed items: bibs (boys and girls); 
snow suits (we especially need them for boys); 5 snow 
suits for girls; hooded towels; summer hats; and many 
blankets! If anyone would prefer to help the project 
financially, money is most certainly always welcome. 
If writing a check, please designate the donation to 
Layettes in the memo line. 
For more information, e-mail Marianne Switt at           
stu_mari@Yahoo.com.
Marianne Switt, Chair of Albine Gerson Layette Project

Celebrating South Cook Members’ Graduates  

Thank you for your donations to NCJW South Cook Section honoring our Members’ 
Graduates: Debbie Berman, Debra Borodkin, Cathy Davis, Teri Gaby, Bari Kessler, Anita 
Lebowitz, Debby Levinson, Joan Mahler, Jody Markus, Judy Mischel, Anne Oppenheimer 
and Janis Feldman Siner.

South Cook congratulates Lauren Kessler (daughter of Bari and Todd Kessler, 
granddaughter of Paul Kessler) on her college graduation (she was not in the prior 
bulletin’s list of graduates).

Thank you to everyone who contributed to my college graduation. 
Appreciate your thoughtfulness.
— Melinda Berman



~South Cook Receives Thank You’s~  
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  Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB

South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of the 
month. Books are available at Flossmoor Library. For more 
information call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail 
annabellelake@gmail.com.

Oct. 7  THE FAST GIRLS
  by Elise Hooper

Nov. 4  BEFORE WE WERE YOURS
  by Lisa Wingate

Dec. 2  ORPHAN’S INHERITANCE
  by Alice Ohanesian

 CHICAGO BOOK CLUB 
For information about joining the Chicago Book Club, please 
contact Susan Nusbaum at maestrasu@gmail.com.  New 
members are always welcome! We’ve decided to Zoom 
monthly for the foreseeable future, with in-home meetings 
only if we all feel safe. Meetings will be the third Thursday of 
the month at 7PM Chicago time. 

South	Suburban	Book	Club		
	

              

    
NNCCJJWW  SSOOUUTTHH  SSUUBBUURRBBAANN  BBOOOOKK  CCLLUUBB  

RREEIIMMAAGGIINNEEDD!!  
Following the parameters of safe distancing, the NCJW South Suburban Book 
Club has developed a new way of continuing our rewarding and satisfying 
monthly event. 
Our monthly meetings (first Thursday evening of the month) are conducted via 
ZOOM with our latest event featuring a twist.  Due to the limited availability of 
getting books from the library during the virus, it was decided to pick a relevant 
movie that most members could easily access.   
Our first film choice was “Brian Banks”, a riveting movie detailing the tragic 
circumstances of our often-faulty justice system.  Brian Banks was a 16-year-old 
football star with a scholarship and hopeful NFL career in his future when falsely 
accused of rape by a fellow student.  The film depicts his struggle through a 
series of disastrous events including his court appearances, his 6-year prison 
term, and his struggle to rebuild his life after prison. 
Based on a true story, NCJW South Suburban Book Club was thrilled (through 
the efforts of Elyse Miller) to have one of the major players of this drama, Justin 
Brooks, join us for our discussion.  Justin Brooks (portrayed by Greg Kinnear in 
the film) is the co-founder and current director of the California Innocence 
Project.  Justin is an American criminal defense attorney, known internationally 
for his work in exonerating wrongfully-convicted people and training judges, 
prosecutors and defense attorneys.  
It was an entertaining, inspiring, and greatly informative evening.  Mr. Brooks 
graciously gave us an hour and a half from his busy schedule to discuss the 
movie and many legal questions. We can’t promise this level of special guest in 
the future, but you will not be disappointed in the level of discussion engendered 
by our book club members. 
Our next film choice for August 6th at 8 pm is “Crip Camp: A Disability 
Revolution.”  It is a 2020 American documentary film, directed and produced by 

			

Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will 
send notes to members observing life cycle events for 
themselves or immediate family members, including 
spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for births 
and deaths, speedy recoveries, marriages and bar/
bat mitzvahs.  Please let Sheri know... Email her at 
sherbear1229@yahoo.com or call her at (708) 798-
4992.

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Pat Adelman Birth of grandsons 
Stephanie Applebaum Marriage of son
Judy Budrow Bar Mitzvah of grandson
Alice Davis Birth of grandson
Laura Eisenwasser Birth of granddaughter
Julia Erderly Happy “Special” Birthday
Lois Fine Bar Mitzvah of great grandson
Stephanie Fine Roughton Bar Mitzvah of son
Marian Kirschenbaum Marriage of granddaughter
Gloria Lippert Happy “Special “ Birthday
Lora Marks Birth of son
Shelly Marks Birth of grandson
Robin Mintz Birth of granddaughter
Michele Palomo Marriage of son
Rhonda Singer Marriage
Carrie & Jerry Tenny Birth of grandson

GET WELL SOON/SPEEDY RECOVERY
Norma Anderhous
Jean  Browne                                     
Suzy Dritz
Sheri Larks    Husband                                 
Anita Lebowitz
Dory Machtinger                                 
Taffy Mack
Rita Sachs                                        

CONDOLENCES
Nancy Aaronson Sister
Helen Arkes Father-in-law
Debbie Berman Stepfather
Melinda Berman Grandfather
Margaret Dantico Brother
Cathy Davis Father-in-law
Susan Davis Father
Charlene Gordon Husband
Linda Gordon Father-in-law
Marcy Grayer Sister-in-law
Marcie Hass Brother
Scott Hite Brother-in-law
Marta Krengel Mother
Sheri Larks Stepfather
Fran Moeckler Licht Husband
David Lubeck Mother
Jody Markus Father
Jeanne McInerney Mother-in-law
Lorrie Salk Husband
Leslie Sigale Stepfather
Marianne Switt Brother-in-law
    
We mourn the deaths of NCJW Life Members Murray 
Gordon and Chuck Licht.  We extend our heartfelt 
condolences to their families. May their memories be 
a blessing. 

	
	
Tributes	[place	Tributes	next	to	Friendship	Notes	in	all	bulletins]	

	
Express	your	good	wishes	or	condolences	and	support	NCJW	projects	by	purchasing	
NCJW	Tribute	cards.		To	purchase	or	send	a	tribute,	please	contact	Bonnie	
Mosbacher	at	(708)	342-6275	or	bmoss1121@yahoo.com.	
	
	
Friendship	Notes	
Sheri	Larks	is	our	Friendship	Notes	chair.		She	will	send	notes	to	members	observing	
life	cycle	events	for	themselves	or	immediate	family	members,	including	spouses,	
parents,	siblings,	children,	grandchildren	and	great-grandchildren.	Notes	are	sent	
for	births	and	deaths,	speedy	recoveries,	marriages	and	bar/bat	mitzvahs.		Please	let	
Sheri	know...	Email	her	at	sherbear1229@yahoo.com	or	call	her	at	(708)	798-4992.    
	
Congratulations/Mazel	Tov	
Marcia	Gevers	 Bar	Mitzvah	of	grandson	
Isa	Gloger	 	 Birth	of	grandson	
Alvina	Shutan		 Happy	100th	Birthday!	
	
Get	Well	Soon/Speedy	Recovery	
Nancy	Aaronson	 Sister	
Teri	Gaby																				
Sue	Gertz																				
Sue	Kluger	 	 Husband	
Alvina	Shutan	
Priscilla	Sutker	
Julia	Ziev																					
	
Condolences	
Sheri	Larks	 	 Stepfather-in-law	
Vivian	Zimmerman	 Mother	in-law	
Vivian	Zimmerman	 Sister-in-law										
	
[Add	box:]			

TRIBUTES 
Express your good wishes or condolences and support NCJW 
projects by purchasing NCJW Tribute cards.  To purchase or 
send a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-
6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.
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SEPTEMBER
Sept 21-27 Sukkot
Sept 27 Executive Committee Meeting
Sept 28-29 Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah

OCTOBER
Oct 5 Board Meeting
Oct 7 South Suburban Book Club
Oct 13 Let’s Talk: My Truth Your Truth
Oct 20 Judy Winnick Lecture
Oct 21 Let’s Talk: Truth or Consequences
Oct 25 Let’s Talk: My Rights Your Rights
Oct 26 Executive Committee Meeting

NOVEMBER
Nov 2 Board Meeting
Nov 4 South Suburban Book Club
Nov 28 First Night of Chanukah
Nov 30 Executive Committee Meeting

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and 
advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. 
Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice 
by improving the quality of life for women, children, 
and families and by safeguarding individual rights and 
freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook 
online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org

P.O. Box 982
Homewood, IL 60430-0982

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Hot Tix via MAIL 
Members can purchase as many Hot Tix tickets as they would like by sending a request via 
MAIL to Susie Goldberg at 1326 Hillview Road, Homewood, IL 60430. We need the name 
and phone number of each ticket holder and payment at the time of ordering.  Please enclose 
your check payable to NCJW South Cook and write Hot Tix in the memo line.

Please enclose your address labels for the ticket stubs or hand-written labels if you want 
the tickets to have different names and phone numbers.

Tickets will be drawn monthly at our Zoom South Cook Board meetings.

Remember, each month from October through May three winning tickets will be drawn for 
$100, $50 and $25. Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle. You have 24 chances 
to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time. Hot Tix make great gifts too. 
They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”

1921 - 2021 

All articles for the next bulletin should be emailed to  
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com 

by October 15th

  GO GREEN!
Join your fellow members and sign up to 
receive your South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com 
and save a tree! 

  GO ONLINE!
NCJW South Cook has a website!  Check it 
out www.ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll find up to 
date events and information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d like listed on 
the website?  Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

f  SOUTH COOK ON FACEBOOK
If you would like to post on South Cook’s 
page, please contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com.




