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Honey for the Holidays

A work of handmade love
Dear bumblebee friends and supporters,
Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown Friday, September 18, and although 
it seems far away, at NCJW South Cook Section it is time to think about 
the Holidays. We hope this letter finds you and your family joyful and in 
good health. We wanted to thank you for your support all these years. 
Honey for the Holidays is a work of handmade love. A group of over 
50 volunteers gets together during three weeks in August to label, 
wrap, box, sort, and mail jars of honey every year. We are not sending 
just honey, we are sending you a big hug from the South Suburbs of 
Chicago in the form of our commitment to NCJW. This year, however, 
due to coronavirus precautions, we decided we will take a “sabbatical” 
to protect our volunteers who are our most precious asset.  For this 
reason, we are switching to Greeting Cards.

NCJW South Cook has been delivering Honey for the Holidays for 21 
years and having your partnership in this sweet enterprise has been key.  
We have brought your greetings and blessings to loved ones all over 
the United States and beyond. Honey for the Holidays travels all over 
the world to Canada, Mexico, England, Israel and as far as Australia 
and Argentina. The money we fundraise goes towards funding projects 
in over 15 public schools each year, helping families suffering through 
domestic violence, bringing needed supplies and gifts to youth houses 
and single mothers, supporting food pantries, and educating our 
community in current events.

If you are eager like we are to continue this beautiful tradition of bringing 
greetings and blessings across the world, join us by sending a card.  The 
cost of each card [5x7 in a 5x7 envelope] is $3, which includes the card, 
postage, and the trip to the post office.☺ International addresses will 
have a different cost.  As usual, you will receive your previous-year list 
and the order form. This year you will also receive a sample of the Rosh 
Hashana card we have designed for you (see below). The one going 
to your loved ones will have your name professionally printed on it. 
After deciding who your recipients are you can send the form back 
with a check and we will take it from there.  By making this change 
we are hoping to resume our 23rd year in 2021 in business as usual, 
with a healthy, caring, and happy group of volunteers to spread Rosh 
Hashana cheers across the globe.  Please send your check and order 
form no later than August 1, 2020 to Laura Mizrahi, 1458 Olive Rd, 
Homewood IL 60430.

Breaking news! We just discovered that we are in our 27th year of 
delivering honey, according to a recently found 1993-94 directory!

Shana Tova u Metuka - stay safe and healthy,
The Queen Bee Team

A Good and Sweet Year
Shana Tova Umetukah

May the New Year bring a harvest rich and sweet 
in all the good things of life

159613-NCJW-JewishNewYear.indd   1 6/4/20   4:47 PM

NCJW South Cook Section Presents

ON PURPOSE: 
Rabbi Deborah Zecher’s 

One-Woman Show

Via ZOOM
October 21, 2020 – 7 PM

RSVP contact,  Zoom ID, and Password to be 
provided in SEPTEMBER 2020.

Nominated as “Best Debut” in 2018 by BroadwayWorld.com 
& the Manhattan Association of Cabarets

Using music of the American songbook and contemporary 
cabaret songwriters, Rabbi Zecher shares her talent and her 
spirit in a way that moves audiences across the generations.
Rabbi Zecher grew up at Temple David in Monroeville and 
was the first woman rabbi from the Pittsburgh area. She is 
a graduate of Brandeis University and was ordained by the 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) 
in New York in 1982 where she also received her Doctor of 

Divinity degree in 2007.

Presented by the National Council of Jewish Women South 
Cook Section in partnership with the Jewish United Fund in 

serving our community.
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PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

Illinois State Policy Advocate Updates 
New Voting Rules for November 2020
Governor JB Pritzker signed new legislation on June 16th that makes changes to the way 
voters can cast their ballots in November’s General Election. The legislation, SB1863 and 
HB2238, among other things, expands vote-by-mail, expands early voting and provides safe 
social distancing for in-person voting on Election Day to make voting safer for everyone 
during this COVID-19 pandemic. On June 25, 2020, NCJW South Cook Section and The 
Links, Inc. presented a webinar to the community, titled Vote Safe in Illinois In 2020, to 
educate the public about this new voting legislation.  Our guest speakers were Tyler St. Clair 
of Common Cause and Lauren Staley Ferry, Clerk of Will County. 

Mr. St. Clair gave us very relevant information on the history of voting by mail, the safeguards 
in place, and the differences in voting regulations among the states.  Five states vote entirely 
by mail and have been doing so safely for a number of years. 

Ms. Staley Ferry addressed how her office is dealing with the new voting legislation in terms 
of allocation of resources, social distancing, increased voting by mail, and security of the 
vote. Everyone who voted in the elections of 2018, 2019, and 2020 will automatically be 
sent an application for a ballot.   Ballots can be tracked online.   All mail-in ballot signatures 
are verified just as they would be if you voted in person.  If there is a question about the 
signature, a bipartisan panel of three election judges will decide. 

A Q&A followed the presentations, and the audience was able to have any questions 
answered. If you missed this event, you can see a written transcript of the webinar at our 
website: www.ncjwsouthcook.org. A recording of the event will be uploaded to the website 
as well.

We want to thank the members of the “Promote the Vote” committee:  Barbara Dutton, Ellen 
Kaplan, Elena Morone, Debby Pebworth, and Magda Roth for their enthusiasm and hard 
work in developing this webinar.  Thank you also to Sharon Johnson and Mallory Sutton for 
participating, and to Lindsay Morris and Ari Solomon of NCJW National for their technical 
help.

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates
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Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section

 
Shana Tova u Metuka - stay safe and healthy, 
The Queen Bee Team  
 
 
	
[on	cover]	
SAVE	THE	DATE!	[add	flyer	sent	separately]	
On	Purpose,	the	Mini-Grant	Program	originally	scheduled	for	April,	has	been	
rescheduled	for	WEDNESDAY,	OCTOBER	21,	2020,	when	this	program	will	be	
presented	via	Zoom	for	all	members	and	anyone	in	the	community	who	is	
interested.	This	program	is	offered	in	partnership	with	JUF.		
	
	
[on	cover]	
[Include	graphic	on	NCJW	support	of	BLM]	
	
	
	
President’s	Message	[on	p.	2	–	include	picture	of	Sharon	Johnson]				

 
 

 
 

THE MOST IMPORTANT WORD IN 2020! 
	
Sharon	E.	Johnson,	President	of	NCJW	South	Cook	Section		
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Follow the 4 Rs so you are ready to vote:
Be sure that you are only using secure government websites

REGISTER ONLINE NOW AND/OR REQUEST A BALLOT ONLINE at https://ova.elections.il.gov/
You need two forms of ID, an IL Driver’s License or IL State ID number and the last 4 digits of your SSN.
If you’re already registered, update and verify your registration at https://ova.elections.il.gov/

For Chicago residents only:
You can also verify your registration, update your information, at 
https://chicagoelections.gov/en/register-to-vote-change-of-address.html
 
REQUEST YOUR BALLOT ONLINE NOW
If you plan to vote by mail, request your ballot now!
Chicago residents:  https://chicagoelections.gov
Suburban Cook: https://mailvoting.cookcountyclerkil.gov
Will County:  https://www.thewillcountyclerk.com
Lake County: https://www.lakecountyil.gov//163/Elections
Dupage County: https://www.dupageco.org/election/
 
RECEIVE YOUR BALLOT in the mail after September 24. 

RETURN YOUR BALLOT via US mail or at a drop box (if available in your voting jurisdiction) on/ or
before November 3, 2020.
 ***EARLY IN PERSON VOTING BEGINS OCTOBER 19TH***

Safeguards for Voting

We are deeply concerned about misinformation that it is easy to commit fraud with vote by mail. We want 
voters to know that their vote counts and will be counted. The media rightly states in many news stories that 
voting by mail fraud is extremely low. We believe the electorate needs more information than that to have 
their concerns eased. 

Vote by mail in Illinois has many controls built in to ensure secure voting and to prevent fraud:
1. Bar coding the ballot envelope
2. Tracking the ballot envelope
3. Verifying voter’s signature 
4. Assuring that ballots can’t be counted twice.
    
These are details of the safeguards to prevent fraud in voting by mail:
1. Registered voters in Illinois are verified through one’s signature on file. 
2. If registering before the election, the voter’s signature is matched to the voter’s ID on record. Address 
and/or other identification information is updated. When a ballot is mailed to the registered voter, it has a 
barcoded tracking number printed on the envelope. That barcoded tracking number is specific to the name 
and signature. 
3. Once the ballot is mailed in, the barcoded tracking number on the envelope, name and signature on file 
must match up in order for the ballot to be accepted. All barcode tracked voters will be notified once the ballot 
is received by the Chicago Board of Elections, and given a number to call if the ballot was not issued by that 
voter. This may vary in different county Boards of Election.
4. Once the ballot is counted, the election software will discard any other ballot that comes with the same 
tracking number or voter name on an envelope. The system does not allow for anyone’s vote to be 
counted twice. 
Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates
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The National Council of Jewish Women Voices 
Outrage and Demands Action Over George Floyd’s Murder

WASHINGTON / MINNEAPOLIS – The National Council of Jewish Women and the National Council of Jewish Women-
Minnesota released the following statements in response to the murder of Minnesotan George Floyd:

Beth Gendler, Executive Director of NCJW Minnesota:

“As a Minnesotan, I am grieving today. I am appalled that George Floyd is dead. I am shaken to know that this kind of crime 
happens nearly every day nationwide.  I am thinking of the millions of Black and Brown families across America who yet 
again have to explain to their children why George Floyd was killed, why his words of ‘I can’t breathe’ were simply ignored. 
And we are horrified that organized white supremacists are preying on our grief to incite violence and wreak havoc in our 
communities.

“What happened on Monday in my state is a microcosm of communities all over the country right now, from Atlanta to 
Louisville to Tallahassee. No parent should have to worry about the safety of their child when they leave home to go to 
school, to pick up groceries, to get gas to drive, to live, to work, and to be Black in America. I continue to be outraged 
that this is still the case today. Affirming dignity, sanctity and fairness for all of humanity is at the core of our Jewish faith. 
It is imperative that we ensure that all of us, particularly those most impacted by hatred and violence, are protected and 
cared for equally.” 

Sheila Katz, CEO of The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW): 

“We will not remain silent. As a national organization made up of over 100,000 advocates in communities around the country 
— including Minnesota — we are outraged and devastated by the murder of George Floyd. Mr. Floyd was murdered by 
multiple police officers who held him down with their knees, however, the underlying cause of his death is systemic racism. 
It is both unacceptable and exhausting that in 2020, we still need to insist over and over again: Black Lives Matter. 

“The arrest of one involved officer on third-degree murder charges is a necessary step towards accountability for George 
Floyd’s death, but ultimately all officers who were present and did nothing to intervene must be brought to justice. And 
Minnesota officials must do a full investigation into police brutality and racism in their state and must commit to changes 
that confront these cycles of violence.

“Mr. Floyd’s family has shared a hope for justice that includes systematic changes to prevent such atrocities from happening 
again. We share this hope and recommit as an organization to ending the hate-filled and senseless violence that has 
taken the beautiful souls of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, and countless others. Through 
legislative reform, local activism, and by educating NCJW advocates, we will make sure each individual we engage helps 
end the toxic culture of racism that permeates our country. 

“For now, it is important to support Black and Brown communities and the leaders spearheading the peaceful, anti-racist 
responses unfolding. Together, we will make sure the memory of George Floyd will be for a blessing.”
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Opening Luncheon & Gift Galleria News

Due to COVID-19, Opening Luncheon will not take 
place this year. We are working on finding an alternative 
opportunity for our Gift Galleria vendors. Stay tuned!

Camp 
Quality 
News

April 30, 2020
CAMP QUALITY ILLINOIS
Ms. Monica Lockton

Dear Monica:

Camp Quality Illinois has always been a great favorite 
of National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) South 
Cook Section.  Every year we look forward to spending 
a wonderful day with campers doing an art project in the 
morning and serving lunch outdoors!

Due to the restrictions placed on our society due to 
COVID-19, we are aware of the need for you to cancel 
this year’s event at Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort at 
the beginning of August.  Although we are unable to 
be there for you in person, we would like to offer our 
support to Camp Quality Illinois with the enclosed check 
to be used to provide “care packages” to all the children 
who would have attended this year.  We understand the 
packages will include art projects, games, and books for 
the children to enjoy.

We appreciate and support your efforts to bring a 
summer camp experience to children with cancer to 
enhance their quality of life and encourage quality family 
time.  Fun experiences allow these warriors to embrace 
their childhood and be free to express themselves.

We hope Camp Quality Illinois 2021 will bring us all 
back together again for one of the most rewarding 
experiences for our volunteers. 

With great appreciation and respect,
Sharon E. Johnson
President – National Council of Jewish Women – South 
Cook Section

Send your good wishes to the children and grandchildren 
of your friends and fellow South Cook members by making 

a donation in honor of all our recent graduates. Please 
send your check (in any amount), payable to NCJW with 
the notation “Graduation Tribute” to: Cathy Davis, 2506 

Braeburn Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422. Thank you for your 
generosity in honoring our recent graduates! A list of all 

donors will be included in the next bulletin.

8th Grade Student  Member
Louie Bloomberg  Amy Bloomberg
Mason Duda   Judy Budrow (GP)
Joshua Jury   Jessie Jury
Maddy Levy   Tracey Levy
Simon Zuckert   Susan Zuckert
Sydney Zuckert   Susan Zuckert

High School Student  Member
Ethan Bayer   Elaine Bayer (GP)
Jordan Berlin   Julie Berlin
    Shellie Berlin (GP)
    Gloria & Jeffrey Lippert (GP)
Louis Berman   Debbie Berman
    Fran and Charles Licht (GP)
Adam Brodsky   Marla Brodsky
    Anna-Marie Brodsky (GP)
Ellie Eisenberg   Marti Eisenberg
    Mona Rosenthal (GP)
Jessica Hunt   Annette Roos (GP)
Isaac Latman   Robin Latman
Isabel Sices   Marsha Sices (GP)
Allison Stern   Michelle Stern
Nate Stern   Marcie Stern

College Student   Member
Phoebe Bloom   Arlene Bloom (GP)
Michael Havighorst  Deborah Havighorst
Hannah Lichtenberg  Beth Lichtenberg
Danielle McCarthy  Judy Lohr-Safcik (GP)
Zoe Mintz   Julie Mintz
Max Edward Mogilner  Lynda Mogilner (GP)
Ari Mosbacher   Bonnie Mosbacher (GP)
Tabitha Raskin   Arlene Bloom (GP)
Mandy Sigale   Leslie Sigale
    Fran & Charles Licht (GP)
Jamie Schlacter   Glenda Sirota (GP)
Matt Stern   Marcie Stern

Post-College Student  Member
Zachary Levinson  Debby Levinson
Kala D. Marks   Corrine Marks
Caley Mintz   Julie Mintz

Congratulations to Graduates of 
our NCJW Members!
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NCJW Nourishes the Community 

NCJW recently joined JUF in supporting the delivery of five full SUV’s of food to South Suburban Family Shelter.

 

Idlewild & National Council of Jewish Women  
South Cook Section Donate Meals to  
Homewood Police & Fire (June 12, 2020) 

 
The National Council of Jewish Women - South Cook Section & 

Idlewild teamed up to donate meals to Homewood Police & Fire! 

We appreciate all that you do for the community! Thank you for 
keeping us safe 

 
 
 

 

Idlewild & National Council of Jewish Women South Cook Section Donate Meals to Homewood Police & Fire 
(June 12, 2020)

          
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes chair.  
She will send notes to members observing 
life cycle events for themselves or immediate 
family members, including spouses, parents, 
siblings, children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Notes are sent for births and 
deaths, speedy recoveries, marriages and 
bar/bat mitzvahs.  Please let Sheri know... 
Email her at sherbear1229@yahoo.com or 
call her at (708) 798-4992.  

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Gabrielle Carr  son’s Bar Mitzvah
Steven Horowitz  birth of grandson
Marian Kirschenbaum  marriage of  

granddaughter
Tracey Levy daughter’s Bat  

Mitzvah
Glenda Sirota  birth of great  

granddaughter
SPEEDY RECOVERY/THINKING OF YOU
Laura Eisenwasser           husband
Barbara Gordon               son and
                                          granddaughter
Nancy Safron                    husband
Glenda Sirota                    husband

CONDOLENCES
Pat Adelman daughter
Ellen Dreyfus                   mother-in-law
Phyllis Glassman husband
Barbara Gordon  sister and sister-

in-law
Jay and BJ Heiferman mother/mother- 

in-law
Donna Isaacson  brother
Alissa Kahn uncle
Marea Kahn brother
Marcia Lippert son-in-law
Sharon & Henry Lorsch sister-in-law 
Rori Narter husband
Nancy Rosenblum mother
Jenny Wax brother-in-law
Helen Wolkow husband

  Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK 
CLUB REIMAGINED
Following the parameters of safe distancing, 
the NCJW South Suburban Book Club has 
developed a new way of continuing our 
rewarding and satisfying monthly event.
Our monthly meetings (first Thursday evening 
of the month) are conducted via ZOOM with 
our latest event featuring a twist.  Due to the 
limited availability of getting books from the 
library during the virus, it was decided to pick 
a relevant movie that most members could 
easily access.  
Our first film choice was “Brian Banks,” 
a riveting movie detailing the tragic 
circumstances of our often-faulty justice 
system.  Brian Banks was a 16-year-old 
football star with a scholarship and hopeful 
NFL career in his future when falsely accused 
of rape by a fellow student.  The film depicts 
his struggle through a series of disastrous 
events including his court appearances, his 
6-year prison term, and his struggle to rebuild 
his life after prison.
Based on a true story, NCJW South Suburban 
Book Club was thrilled (through the efforts of 
Elyse Miller) to have one of the major players 
of this drama, Justin Brooks, join us for our 
discussion. Justin Brooks (portrayed by Greg 
Kinnear in the film) is the co-founder and 
current director of the California Innocence 
Project.  Justin is an American criminal 
defense attorney, known internationally for 
his work in exonerating wrongfully-convicted 
people and training judges, prosecutors and 
defense attorneys. 
It was an entertaining, inspiring, and greatly 

  Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing 
them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling her at (708) 798-8049. If you 
know of changes or additional information about other members we should 
put in the Directory, please tell Debra. If she’s not home, please leave a 
message with your changes.  

Welcome to our NEW 
Member!

Amy Berk
6000 Lake Blu� Dr, 
Unit 401
Tinley Park, IL 60477
Cell: (708) 227-2112
ajberk2012@gmail.com

Corrections:

Susan Bayer – 
New address: 3504 
Lakeview Drive, Unit 109, 
Hazel Crest, IL 60429

Marla Gordon – New 
email: marlagordon17@
gmail.com

Vera Greenebaum – Cell 
phone: (708) 557-9232 
(Remove landline)

Barbara Greenman - Re-
move telephone #

Carol Heller - Remove 
telephone #

Pat Levenberg – Cell 
phone: (312) 498-1937

Nancy Lipschutz – Cell 
phone: (708) 790-2961 
(remove landline)

Marci Lorts - Remove 
landline

Judy Palmer – Cell 
phone: (708) 536-0926 
(no other phone #)

Rochelle Panner - Cor-
rected email: rochelle@
panner.us

Janet Parker – Cell 
phone: (773) 865-8235 
(remove other number)

Elaine Reitmeister - Re-
move telephone #

Joni Reuben – Use cell 
only (remove landline). 
New address: 3028 
Mitchell Road,
Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978

Deborah & Richard Rudy 
– Cell phone: (512) 329-
6860 (Remove present 
#)

Suzy Silverman – Home 
phone: (480) 451-0631. 
Cell phone: (312) 925-
0799

All articles for the next bulletin should be emailed to Beth 
Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com by August 15th

7

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
For information about joining the Chicago 
Book Club, please contact Susan Nusbaum 
at maestrasu@gmail.com.  New members 
are always welcome! We’ve decided to 
Zoom monthly for the foreseeable future, 
with in-home meetings only if we all feel 
safe. Meetings will be the third Thursday 
of the month at 7 pm Chicago time.  Future 
books to be announced at a later date.

We mourn the deaths of NCJW Life Members 

CLAIRE CHANENSON & HARRIET GILLMAN
We extend our heartfelt condolences to their 
families. May their memories be a blessing.

TRIBUTES
Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW Tribute 
cards.  To purchase or send a tribute, please contact 
Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@
yahoo.com.

informative evening.  Mr. Brooks graciously 
gave us an hour and a half from his busy 
schedule to discuss the movie and many 
legal questions. We can’t promise this level 
of special guest in the future, but you will not 
be disappointed in the level of discussion 
engendered by our book club members.
Our next film choice for August 6th at 8 pm 
is “Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution.”  It is 
a 2020 American documentary film, directed 
and produced by Nicole Newnham and James 
LeBrecht. The film follows Camp Jened, a 
summer camp for teens with disabilities.
If you are interested in joining us please 
contact Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or 
email her at annabellelake@gmail.com.  
Everyone is welcome!  Our ZOOM meetings 
require an ID and password so please provide 
an email address.
Sharon Johnson

South	Su ur an	Boo 	Clu 		
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AUGUST
August 1 Honey for the Holidays deadline
August 4 Board Meeting
August 6 South Suburban Book Club
August 25 Executive Committee Meeting

SEPTEMBER
Sept 1 Board Meeting 
Sept 3 South Suburban Book Club
Sept 19 Rosh Hashana
Sept 28 Yom Kippur
Sept 29 Executive Committee Meeting

OCTOBER
October 3 Sukkot
October 6 Board Meeting
October 8 South Suburban Book Club
October 10  Shemini Atzeret
October 11  Simchat Torah
October 27  Executive Committee Meeting

$25    David Noskin
$50   Fran Lichtenberg
$100 Mona Rosenthal

NEW PROCESS
Since we do not know when our next in-person meetings 
will be held, NCJW South Cook will be o�ering Hot 
Tix via mail.  Members will be given the opportunity to 
purchase as many $10 Hot Tix tickets as they would like by 
sending a request via mail or email. We will need the name 

      GO GREEN!

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 
a tree! 

      

      GO ONLINE!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website!  Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll 
find up to date events and 
information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

      SOUTH COOK ON 
FACEBOOK

If you would like to post on 
South Cook’s page, please 
contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com.

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org

f
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and phone number of each ticket holder and payment at the time of ordering.
Sadly, we are losing Anita Lebowitz as our wonderful Hot Tix chair as she is moving 
from the area.  As soon as we have a new chair and details of email and phone number 
information, all members will be advised via a member email blast.  Tickets will be drawn 
monthly at our Zoom Board meetings. 
Remember, each month from October through May three winning tickets will be drawn 
for $100, $50 and $25. Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next ra®e. You have 24 
chances to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time. Hot Tix make 
great gifts too. They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”

MAY WINNERS




