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You may be familiar with NCJWs here in Chicagoland, but do you know what NCJW 
does in Washington, DC?  That’s where the federal advocacy action is.  NCJW is a strong 
presence on the hill and has developed a wonderful relationship with both progressive and 
conservative members of Congress.  Join NCJW Chicago North Shore and South Cook 
Sections for a lovely brunch with Jody Rabhan, Director of NCJW Washington Operations 
for a look at NCJW in Action – what’s happening in DC and NCJW’s advocacy history and 
legacy.

Early bird reservations are $25.  After March 15, registration will be $30.  Advance 
registration will close on April 6.  Walk-ins are welcome as space allows.  At the door 
registration is $36.

To register online, go to ncjwcns.org/ncjw-washington-an-insiders-view. 

Questions? Contact Bonnie Ribet at frogmom3@aol.com.
Continued on Page 7

NCJW SOUTH COOK SECTION PRESENTS 

NCJW Washington DC: 
An Insider's View

Music & Hope

Wednesday, April 11, 2018
10:30 AM

Lloyd’s Chicago, 
1 South Wacker Drive,
Chicago

The Life of Alice Herz-Sommer

Questions? Contact Debra Borodkin 
at dbbor@sbcglobal.net for more 
information.

A partnership with JUF in serving our 
community.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR ANOTHER 
MEMORABLE EVENING

Wednesday, April 18th @ 7PM
Temple Anshe Sholom
20820 Western Avenue
Olympia Fields 
Refreshments will be served
Community is welcome
Free Admission

Renowned Jewish Czech concert pianist Alice Herz-
Sommer (1903-2014) performed in over a hundred 
concerts for her fellow prisoners in the Theresienstadt 
(Terezín) concentration camp during WWII, giving 
them beauty and hope. She survived the horrors there, and spent her 110 years 
not only as a gifted musician and piano teacher, but a teacher of life–a sage!

She said, “My world is music. Music saved me. It takes you to paradise and helps you 
with everything in life. Life is a present. Music is a dream.”

Alice’s passion for music and her optimism, gratitude, and love of learning teach 
us how to live a full and joyful life.

Join us as Judy Winnick returns to portray Alice Herz-Sommer. You may 
remember Judy’s wonderful performance of Irena Sendler last year!

NCJW South Cook 

Mini-Grants

Meet Alice Herz-Sommer
Pianist, Sage, Holocaust Survivor

“A really good teacher can 
change people’s lives.”  

This statement made by one 
of the Mini-Grant committee 
members pretty well sums up 
the reason our Section has 
sponsored Mini-Grants for over 
20 years.   

In mid-December, the NCJW 
South Cook Mini-Grant 
committee met to choose the 
recipients of this year’s funds. 
The grants are made available to 
area schools for special projects 
that foster critical thinking 
and enrich the classrooms of 
local elementary and junior 
high students.  This year almost 
30 teachers applied for the 
competitive grants.  
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New Year  2018 , 
traditionally the time 
to review and reflect 
on  the  prev ious 
year and plan for 
the new year with 
all its possibil ities 
and opportunities.  
This is  especia l ly 
true for those of us 
in the United States 

who feel frustrated and appalled at the divisiveness, 
hatred, and even vulgarity that has become the face 
we show to the rest of the world.

What can we do as individuals to counteract this 
conflicted and confusing message of unrest within a 
country that has always been the symbol of individual 
rights and freedoms?

I have made a list of resolutions that I would like 
to share in the hopes that each of you take the 
opportunity to also review and reflect on your lives 
and how you as an individual affect the lives of those 
around you.  It is important to set goals, even if we 
cannot always accomplish those goals in one year 
or many years.  These common goals unite us and 
give us power as an organization to champion our 
progressive ideals inspired by Jewish values.  

• I resolve to turn my beliefs into positive actions.

• I resolve to listen to understand, rather than to 
respond.

• I resolve to keep an open-mind and honor the 
beliefs of others as I hope they will honor mine.

• I resolve to make my voice heard at the local, 
state, federal or world-wide level via any means 
open to me; phone calls, emails, letters, volunteering, 
donating and active participation in events designed 
to draw attention to persecution, injustice, slavery, 
and threats to our individual freedoms.

• I resolve to meditate and contemplate my course 
before I act.

• I resolve to spend more time with all the positive 
influences in my life; my family, my friends, and 
NCJW South Cook (a source of many wonderful 
friendships).

• I resolve to be better informed and pay attention 
to what my government, representatives, and courts 
are doing in the name of democracy.

• I resolve to take better care of myself as to my 
health as who knows how the healthcare system will 
survive in the current political climate.

• I resolve to be the best that I can be as a person 
(whatever that may be) and hope to be a part of the 
solution, not part of the problem.

There are many more resolutions I could list, such as 
eating less bread, but I know you all understand my 
request.  Not every person can change the world, 
but we can effect change in our neighborhoods 
and communities as individuals and as a part of 
organizations such as NCJW South Cook that give 
us the tools to accomplish so much!

Please join us in 2018 as we strive to improve 
the lives of women, children, and families and to 
safeguard our individual rights and freedoms through 
our many events and programs.  We need you in 
whatever capacity you are able to give us!

A happy and healthy new year to all of us and to the 
United States of America.

Sharon Johnson
President of NCJW South Cook Section

President’s Message  



I missed the Women’s March in 2017. I had my 
granddaughter and her friend (8-10 years old) 
at my house, and the logistics did not permit us 
to go downtown. So, I did the next best thing 
possible: I ran to some stores with the girls 
proudly displaying my collection of Hillary pins, 
gave some to them and explained what was 
going on.

I was determined to make it to the Women’s 
March this year, even if cats and dogs were 
falling from the sky and it was 2 degrees!  Lucky 
for me, it wasn’t that bad. Still, the weather was 
much colder than last year, so I worried that 
we would have a much smaller turnout. I had 
plans to go downtown with my friends from the 
Indivisible movement. I know, NCJW also had 
a strong showing, but I had committed myself to the first group 
early. We were to meet at the Art Institute’s north lion, and on 
the train downtown we were a boisterous group of gals and guys, 
with posters and flags (yes, US flags belong to us also, not just to 
Trump supporters). I “harassed” a gentleman on the train who 
confessed that he had not voted in years. By the time we arrived 
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at our destination, I had given him voter registration information 
and received an “I will think about it” declaration. Progress, I think.

The rally was amazing, with plenty of people. We went to 
Columbus Drive, occupying a “strategic place:” close to the Porta-
Johns. Laughter, picture taking, talking, yes lots of people. At last 
we started to move. Proceeding across the bridge to Michigan 
Avenue, it was crowded. And then I looked to my left: on the 
other bridge it was another mass of people. I have never seen such 
a mass of humanity in the same place, at the same time. It struck 
me: THIS IS HOW DEMOCRACY WORKS. For me, an immigrant 
from Eastern Europe, with my family history of discrimination and 
concentration camps, I knew why I was there. It was so reassuring 
to be surrounded by approximately 300,000 of my fellow resisters, 
and many more all over this wonderful country.

Magda Roth

Following are the reflections of South Cook member Magda Roth on her experience at the Chicago 
Women’s March on January 21.

2018 Women’s March on Chicago



This holiday season we provided Aunt Martha's with gifts for young 
children who are in foster homes or crisis situations. We gave $500 
worth of gift cards to Target and Meijer to foster parents to get 
children and teenagers things they need to brighten their holidays. 
Jim Caporusso, Aunt Martha's Director of Corporate Relations and 
Development, was very appreciative of our efforts to make the 
holidays more enjoyable for those less fortunate than we are.

This year we also bought gifts for 24 girls and boys at Glenwood 
Academy, a residential school in the south suburbs that offers less 
fortunate families a supportive and safe environment in which to 
learn. NCJW members shopped and made monetary donations to 
purchase three items on each wish list. We once again joined with 
employees from Hunter Douglas Metals, who donated, shopped 
and wrapped. On December 18th, we had two wonderful pizza 
parties in their cottages (one boys and the other girls) with a few 
members from NCJW South Cook and Hunter Douglas Metals. 
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Holiday Gift
 P R O J E C T

The children were so appreciative of their gifts of Slime Kits, 
Password Journals, Legos Kits, Pokémon sets and more. There 
were screams of joy that warmed our hearts.  The children were 
thrilled and wrote adorable thank you notes.   

Bonnie Ribet, Holiday Gift Project chair

Peggy Eisenstein
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On Tuesday, January 9, South Cook Section members and guests attended a “potluck lunch and learn“ supporting the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  Lindsay Morris,  Associate Director of NCJW DC Operations, spoke about the current 
state of reproductive rights v. reproductive justice in the United States.  Reproductive rights include the laws 
that pertain to women’s reproductive health care, access to birth control, and abortion. Though women have the legal 
“rights” to these things, many cannot access them due to economic status and geographic distance from clinics (in some 
states there may be only one or two clinics that perform abortions). Reproductive justice is the goal for which NCJW, 
along with our coalition partners, is striving.  

Illinois State Representative Al Riley, 38th District, was on hand to give us an Illinois update.  HB 40 was recently 
challenged in court, but that challenge failed.

It was a very informative afternoon for a “standing room only” crowd.  Those attending sent postcards to Illinois 
Senators Durbin and Duckworth to let them know how concerned we are by the nomination of Alex Azar for the U.S. 
Health and Human Services position. We urged our Senators to reject Mr. Azar’s nomination for this important post.

Following the program, South Cook board members had the opportunity to meet with Lindsay to discuss changes in the 
National NCJW website and the new directions for training our members on advocacy.

We want to thank Gloria Lippert for suggesting this program and graciously hosting this event in her home.  It was a 
lovely afternoon with great food and great opportunities to network with others in the community who are interested 
in supporting NCJW and reproductive justice.       

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

ROE V. WADE – 45 YEARS LATER 
Potluck
Lunch & Learn



Book Clubs

Directory Updates
Please email changes to the Directory to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net. Not on the 
Internet? Her phone number is (708) 798-8049 and if she’s not home, please leave a message. 
Thanks for helping keep the Directory current! 

Updates:

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 
bethlich5@gmail.com by March 15th.  

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 

South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please join us at 
7:30 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information, 
call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

APRIL 12
BEHOLD THE DREAMERS
by Imbolo Mbue

MAY 10
AL FRANKEN: GIANT OF 
THE SENATE 
by Al Franken

Welcome to our
Newest Member!

Marilyn Ruche
2736 Marlin Court
Homewood, IL 60430
(708) 799-4311
cell phone: (708) 715-2736 

Welcome to our Newest 
Life Member!

Susan Zuckert

MARCH 1
THE AWKWARD AGE 
by Francesca Segal
Hostess: Debra Borodkin  
Facilitator: TBA

APRIL 5 
THE NIGHTINGALE 
by Kristin Hannah 
Hostess: Marsha Sices 
Facilitator: Elyse Miller 

MARCH 8
THE FORTUNATE ONES 
by Ellen Umansky

JUNE 14
ALL WHO GO DO NOT 
RETURN
by Shulem Deen

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB

Please contact Deborah Davidson at mrsdebdav@gmail.com or (312) 643-3883 for more 
information.  Also, check out our website: ncjwchibookclub.wordpress.com. New members 
are always welcome!

Friendship Notes
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  
She will send notes to members observing life 
cycle events for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, siblings, 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy 
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs. 

Please let Leslie know... Email her at lsilverman@
amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Congratulations/Mazel Tov
Deborah Davidson – Birth of Granddaughter 
Kenneth Kates - Birth of Grandson and 
Granddaughter
Melanie Kates Rosenbloom - Birth of Son
Mimi Mesirow – Birth of Granddaughter
Rachel Murphy – Birth of Daughter
Gwen Nodiff - Birth of Grandson and 
Granddaughter
Sherrie Rosen – Bar Mitzvah of Grandson
Alvina Shutan - Birth of Great-Grandson 

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of you
Peggy Butler – Brother
Susan Farbstein
Dorothy Finder - Grandson
Lois Fine
Susan Fine – Mother-in-Law
Stephanie Fine-Roughton - Grandmother
Susie Goldberg  - Son
Fran Licht - Husband
Frima Margolin - Husband
Judy Lohr-Safcik
Marsha Sices – Husband

Condolences
Susan Dritz – Mother in Law
Dr. Scott Hite and Dr Marcie Hass – Sister/
Sister in Law
Rita Sachs - Mother

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences 
and support NCJW projects by purchasing 
NCJW Tribute cards.  To purchase or send 
a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at 
(708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.
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We mourn the loss of NCJW Life Members 
Roslyn Sheppard and Barbara Sporn. We 
extend our heartfelt condolences to their 
families.   May their memories be a blessing.

Lindsay Jacobson
1436 20th Street #14
Santa Monica, CA 90404
 
Sara Michelle King
Corrected ZIP:  44124
 
Elaine Lowenthal
Remove landline
(cell phone okay)

Tova Meron
Remove landline
Add cell phone: 
(708) 805-2112

June Shifrin
3633 Breakers, Unit #203
Olympia Fields, IL 60461 

Roz Zimmerman
3633 Breakers #144
Olympia Fields, IL 60461
Corrected cell phone: (708) 
220-1948
 

tel:%28708%29 799-3355
mailto:annabellelake@gmail.com
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Personal Giving Campaign
Over the next few weeks be on the lookout for South Cook Section’s personal giving campaign request card.  Please reaffirm 
your commitment by returning a check in support of our many community service programs.  Everyone agrees these projects 
exemplify the Jewish values our organization is based upon.

This is the only time during the year we request funds that are not linked to a specific fundraiser. Fifty percent of the money 
raised during the year from events such as Garden Walk and Honey for the Holidays comes from non-members.  This is your 
opportunity as a South Cook member to express your support and belief in NCJW’s goals.  We appreciate and thank you for any 
help you can provide.

Respond Now is in need of hygiene items for 
their clients. Requested items include bar soap, 
deodorant, shampoo, lotion and toothpaste. Please 
deliver your donations to Gloria Lippert’s home, 
1415 Braeburn Avenue, Flossmoor, and NCJW 
will deliver them to Respond Now.  Thank you in 
advance!

~ From our Community 
Service Partner ~If you know of students graduating this academic 

year from eighth grade, religious school, high school, 
college or graduate school, please email their names 
to Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com. We will print a full 
list in the spring bulletin.

Calling All Graduates!

From a diverse selection of applications, funds were 
awarded to schools in Park Forest, Flossmoor, Olympia 
Fields, Matteson, Homewood, Frankfort and Chicago 
Heights.  Winning applications focused on reading; 
biodiversity; manipulatives to enhance math, reading and 
writing; history; music; robotics; fostering self-esteem; and 
technology. 

Each application is read prior to the meeting by all 
committee members and then discussed individually 
by the committee before the grants are approved. The 
discussion is lively, and the committee members bring 
many different points of view and expertise to the table.  

This year there were so many worthwhile projects.  It was 
both gratifying and difficult—gratifying because we realize 
how many devoted, energetic teachers there are in our 
area, and difficult because we would have liked to have had 
more money to give out and because some of the “wants” 
are for items we believe should be part of general school 
funding.

Everyone who has served on the Mini-Grant committee 
feels it is one of the most rewarding experiences you can 
have as an NCJW member. Nancy Burrows and Evie Rosen, 
co-chairs of the committee, offer a big thank you to this 
year’s committee:  Debra Borodkin, Lois Fine, Sharon Johnson,  
Ellen Kaplan, Dory Machtinger, Jody Markus, and Lynne 
Oberman. 

Nancy Burrows

Continued from Page 1

NCJW South Cook 

Mini-Grants
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Feb/March 2018

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish 
values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.

MARCH

Mar 1 Purim

Mar 1 South Suburban Book Club

Mar 6 Board Meeting

Mar 8 Chicago Book Club

Mar 27 Executive Committee Meeting

Mar 30-April 7 Passover

APRIL

April 3 Board Meeting

April 5 South Suburban Book Club

April 11 NCJW Washington DC: An  
 Insider’s View

April 12 Chicago Book Club

April 18 Alice Herz-Sommer Event

April 24 Executive Committee Meeting

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook’s website at www.ncjwsouthcook.org

Support our Section through this worthy 
fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you 
like.  Each month from October through May 
three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, 
$50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the 
pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances to 
win each year, with eight drawings and three 
winners each time.  Hot Tix make great gifts too.  
They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no 
gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 
or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

GO ONLINE

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 
a tree!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website!  Check it out: www.
ncjwsouthcook.org.
 You’ll find up to date events, 
information, and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

$25
$50
$100

Michelle Stern
Dr. David Noskin
Fran Moeckler

January Winners
$25
$50
$100

Jamie Benovic
Cathy Davis
Josh Snedden

February Winners


