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On Wednesday, October 4, South Cook Section members and guests attended our 
annual kickoff event and enjoyed the moving and entertaining presentation of our 
speaker, Chicago White Sox announcer Jason Benetti. Jason's words resonated with 
each of us as he described his experiences growing up with a perceived disability and 
joining the workforce in the TV sportscasting industry.  He challenged each of us to 
look beyond appearances and to be kind and respectful to our fellow human beings.  At 
the conclusion of his speech, we felt proud of and inspired by our homegrown prodigy.

This year's raffle baskets of local restaurant gift cards, items from the Frankfort 
Historic Business Association, and hot tix sales raised needed funds for South Cook's 
community service projects. Thank you to everyone who made donations to the Albine 
Gerson Layette and Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School projects. Many thanks also to 
our Gift Galleria vendors and shoppers whose participation raised additional funds for 
these projects.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of the following people who helped make the event 
a success: Shelly Marks, for contacting Jason Benetti and encouraging him to speak to 
our organization; Carrie Tenny, for taking on the big job of collecting the RSVP's and 
overseeing the table seating and food choices; Whitney Finkelstein and Michelle Stern, for 
creating the fabulous (and edible!) centerpieces and making the room look beautiful 
and in theme; Allison Stern, for folding and stuffing hundreds of invitations; Lynn Gaby, 
Betti Goldberg and Sue Kluger, for coordinating the Gift Galleria vendors and ensuring 
it ran without a hitch; Gloria Lippert, for displaying and showcasing NCJW's numerous 
projects; Susie Goldberg, for selling raffle tickets; Sharon Johnson, for obtaining the raffle 
basket for Gift Galleria shoppers; the Board Members who pitched in with last minute 
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Supporting the 45th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade

Tuesday, January 9, 2018
Noon
@ Gloria Lippert’s Home

JOIN US FOR A DELICIOUS & 
INFORMATIVE AFTERNOON

Lindsay Morris, Associate 
Director of NCJW DC 
Operations will present a 
discussion of NCJW’s work on
Reproductive Health, Rights & 
Justice

RSVP to Ellen Kaplan at (708) 
957-3781 or ellenkaplan@
sbcglobal.net

By Tuesday, January 2

And include the following 
information:

• I will attend and bring (specify 
one): soup, salad or dessert

• I will send $5.00 to reserve my 
place

• Sorry, I am unable to attend, 
but would like to donate

Potluck
Lunch & Learn
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The end of another year, 
with all the emerging holidays 
for people of all religions, 
always makes me think of 
families.  We are all part of 
an immediate family of our 
parents, siblings, children, 
aunts and uncles, in-laws, 
and grandparents.   We 
experience every joy, every 

sorrow, every triumph and every defeat with them.  We 
strive to protect, empower, enlighten and enhance their 
lives as much as it is within our power to do so.  They 
are our strength and sometimes our weakness, but there 
are even more families that we can call our own and 
claim with as much pride and love.

I feel that I, along with all of you, am part of the NCJW 
family.  This is a family that has given me purpose, 
direction, friendship, compassion and the power to 
effect change in our world.  This family gives me the 
opportunity to be heard on a local, state, federal, and 
worldwide stage.  I can protect those ideals I hold most 

valuable as I join all NCJW members in striving for 
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, 
children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights 
and freedoms.  Inspired by Jewish values, this is NCJW’s 
mission statement.  It is a family pledge to those around 
us who do not have the resources to fight alone.

We are all part of the family of humanity.  We cannot 
allow that family, whether it be across the globe or in 
downtown Chicago, to fall prey to injustice, slavery, and 
persecution.  NCJW gives us that power, that voice, that 
opportunity to intervene in so many ways.

“In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay 
ourselves the highest tribute.” 

~ THURGOOD MARSHALL

Have a wonderful holiday season with your friends 
and family!  Celebrate a new year with hope and a 
determination to improve the lives of all families.

Sharon Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook 
Section

President’s Message  

April 18, 2018
Join us as actress Judy Winnick returns to the South 
Suburbs to enact the story of Alice Herz-Sommer, 
a renowned concert pianist believed to have been 
the world's oldest Holocaust survivor. Born into a 
German-speaking Jewish family in Prague when it was 
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Herz-Sommer 
endured the city's ghetto following the Nazi invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. She then spent two years in the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp where nearly 
35,000 prisoners perished but she survived, performing 
in over 100 concerts. She died at the age of 110. Her 
extraordinary life was the subject of the film, The Lady 
in Number 6, nominated for Best Short Documentary at 
the 2014 Academy Awards.

April 11, 2018
Come hear Jody Rabhan, NCJW’s Director of 
Washington Operations in the Policy and Grassroots 
Advocacy division.  This event is co-sponsored by the 
Chicago North Shore and South Cook Sections and will 
take place in downtown Chicago.  Further details will be 
in the next bulletin.



AUNT MARTHA'S - 

IMPROVING LIVES SINCE 1972 

What an appropriate way to observe 
Thanksgiving, a season that brings out the spirit 
of love and generosity. Our mission statement 
says, "NCJW strives for social justice by 
improving the quality of life for women, children, 
and families." In the spirit of this mission, Aunt 
Martha’s Health & Wellness representatives 
James Caporusso, Director of Corporate 
Relations and Development, Jamie Eisenstein 
Dornfeld, Senior VP, Health Operations, and 
Michelle Padilla, Marketing, addressed South 
Cook members at our Fall Program on November 27.

Aunt Martha's is an organization that changes lives, encompassing 
health care, child welfare, community wellness and care 
coordination. It serves children and young adults across Illinois.  
At the event we learned how Aunt Martha's helps 70,000 people 
every year and is the state's largest provider of services to families 
in crises.

James, Jamie and Michelle educated us about where their 
organization has been, where it is now and its vision for the future.  
We will continue to research our role in that partnership while 
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Fall Program

providing personal care and giving to children in need.

While the topic was serious, the afternoon was also light hearted. 
We shared interesting conversation, laughs, friendship and delicious 
teatime snacks. Many thanks to Leslie Sigale for graciously opening 
her lovely home to us. Thanks, too, to those who provided treats 
and shlepped chairs, coffee and tea machines.

Once again, I am proud to be part of our NCJW community 
of intelligent and caring women who strive for social justice for 
families.

Happy holidays from my family to yours!

Lynne Oberman, Fall Program Chair

 

Aunt Martha’s Health and Wellness (its new name) just 
celebrated 45 years of service to youth and families in Illinois 
with a successful Gala in Chicago. From the Southern suburbs 
and Chicago to Danville, Waseka and Rockford, there are clinics 
run by Aunt Martha’s within hospitals or as stand-alone facilities. 
Doctors, nurses, dentists and mental health practitioners offer 
integrated care face to face and via telemedicine in some lightly 
populated areas. As your representative on Aunt Martha’s Board,

Continued on Page 6



For the fall semester, South Cook Section chose a worthy young 
woman to receive the Prairie State College Book Scholarship. 
She is pursuing a nursing degree that she hopes will ultimately 
take her into a career in surgical nursing. She is someone who 
works hard at school but has a long list of places at which 
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Continued from Page 1

Prairie State College 

Book Scholarship

assistance; and lastly, our members and guests, whose attendance and enthusiasm 
made the day so special and inspiring.

Beth Lichtenberg and Jody Markus, co-chairs

Appreciation for HB40

At Opening Luncheon, attendees signed petitions thanking Governor Rauner for his 
support and signing of the HB40 abortion bill. This law prevents a "trigger" that would 
have made abortion illegal in Illinois if the U.S. Supreme Court were to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court case that affirmed the legality of a woman's right to 
have an abortion. HB40 also includes the expansion of taxpayer-subsidized abortions 
for women covered by Illinois Medicaid and the State Employees Health Insurance 
Program. The petitions were collected after the luncheon and mailed to the Governor.

Thank you to all who recognized my grandchildren, Justin McCarthy and Sierra Safcik-Eastman, on their graduations from high school.  

Judy Lohr-Safcik

In Appreciation

& Gift Galleria

she volunteers. From church to community, she always gives 
back, and wants to continue doing so by becoming a nurse. 
This young woman stood out among all the candidates with 
her outstanding grade point average and her desire to help 
others through volunteering. She is truly deserving of NCJW’s 
book scholarship.

Lois Fine and Mindy Miller, PSC Book Scholarship chairs
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On December 5th, our South Suburban communities 
were privileged to welcome Marion Blumenthal Lazan, 
an internationally known holocaust speaker and the 
author of Four Perfect Pebbles - A Holocaust Story, 
to speak at an open-to-the-public event at James Hart 
School in Homewood.

Marion Blumenthal Lazan is an exceptional speaker 
who mesmerized her audience with her soft-spoken, 
but horrifying recounting of her experiences in the 
concentration camps of Westerbork in Holland and 
Bergen-Belsen in Germany.  There was complete 
silence in the James Hart gym as Marion described 
the degradation and almost unbelievable cruelty and 
hardships she and her family faced on a daily basis as 
prisoners of the Nazi regime.

The astonishing message that Marion brings to all 
who listen to her story is one of religious tolerance, 
peace to all people, and resistance of prejudice in all 
forms.  From the tender age of 4 until she regained 
her freedom 6 ½ years later, Marion suffered the 
worst of mankind, but she was able to maintain her 
spirit and was determined to survive and help others 
through her story.

Marion also shared her story with local students in 
ten separate lectures.  As she stated on Dec. 5th, 
this is her most important goal:  To make sure the 
children are aware of what happened in the past so 

it can never happen 
again. Junior high 
students at James Hart 
welcomed Marion and 
her husband, Nathaniel 
Lazan, by singing 
"Peace Be With You" 
in three languages. 
Over 650 seventh 
and eighth graders at 
Parker Junior High 
in Flossmoor were 
transfixed by Marion's 
presentation, and 
afterwards she shared 
hugs with them, many 
moved to tears by her 
story.

Marion Blumenthal 
Lazan's appearances 
were supported by 
the NCJW South Cook Iris Dreyfuss Fund.  I’m sure everyone who 
attended would agree it was an unforgettable experience.

Sharon Johnson

Marion Blumenthal Lazan Presents

Holocaust Program
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Holiday Dinner Board Meeting

Continued from Page 3

I have seen the dedication and service that the staff and 
professionals provide to the underserved and uninsured of our 
area. The development of programs to fit the needs of teens, babies 
and seniors has been 
exciting and invigorating 
for me. As a retired 
senior, representing 
NCJW South Cook on 
this Board has given me 
a new outlook on life 
in the South Suburbs.  
Our direct participation 
through gifts to the Peggy 

Fall Program
Eisenstein Holiday Gift Program and the Albine Gerson Layette 
Project makes a difference in many lives in our area.

Susan Bayer
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US Supreme Court Term: What’s at Stake?

October 2, 2017 marked the first day of a high-stakes US Supreme Court term. The Court will examine a variety of cases 
and reconsider at least two cases from last term now that it has a ninth (and presumably tie-breaking) member in Justice 
Neil Gorsuch. Here are three Supreme Court cases that NCJW will be watching this term:

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth, NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

ILLINOIS STATE POLICY ADVOCACY UPDATE

Gill v. Whitford

Voting

In 2011, the Republican-controlled legislature of Wisconsin implemented a redistricting plan. William Whitford 
challenged the plan in court, arguing that Wisconsin Republicans could control the legislature even if they lost 
the majority of popular support by dividing Democrats into different districts to prevent a majority and drawing 
districts around heavily Republican districts to rack up high vote margins. Last year the District Court ruled that the 
redistricting amounted to partisan gerrymandering and was unconstitutional. The Court will determine whether it 
can rule on partisan gerrymandering claims, and if so, what test the Court should use to evaluate them.

NCJW supports election laws, policies and practices that ensure easy and equitable access and eliminate obstacles 
to the electoral process so that every vote counts and can be verified.

 

Janus v. American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees

Workers’ Rights

Mark Janus is a public sector employee in Illinois. Though not a union member himself, he benefits from AFSCME’s 
collective bargaining agreements, and is required to pay a fee that goes towards the union’s collective bargaining and 
contract administration costs, known as a “fair share” fee. The District Court and the Seventh Circuit, citing existing 
Supreme Court precedent, rejected Janus’s argument that requiring him to pay the fee violated his rights under the 
First Amendment. The Supreme Court will determine whether to overrule its 1977 case allowing unions to charge 
“fair share” fees.

NCJW believes that strong unions are a vital tool in furthering economic justice. Doing away with “fair share” 
fees would take a significant financial toll on unions, weakening their bargaining power and minimizing the political 
presence of organized labor.

 

Masterpiece Cakeshop Ltd. v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission

Anti-Discrimination

In 2012, the owner of Masterpiece Cakeshop refused to bake a cake for the wedding celebration of a gay couple. 
The Colorado Civil Rights Commission ruled against the owner for discriminating against the couple on the basis 
of sexual orientation, which is not permitted under the state’s public accommodations law. The Supreme Court will 
determine whether enforcing public accommodations laws violates the First Amendment.

NCJW believes that this case will set a precedent in future cases in which businesses defy civil rights laws on the 
grounds of their personal religious beliefs.

Please correct the address and phone in your 2017-2018 South Cook Directory for Congressman Bobby Rush’s local 
office: 11750 S. Western Chicago, II 60643. (773) 339-2400.



Book Clubs

Directory Updates
Please email changes to the Directory to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net. Not on the 
Internet? Her phone number is (708) 798-8049 and if she’s not home, please leave a message. 
Thanks for helping keep the Directory current! 

Updates:

All articles for the 
next Bulletin should 
be emailed to Beth 

Lichtenberg at 
bethlich5@gmail.com by 

January15th.  

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 

South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please join us at 
7:40 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information, 
call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY 8
WHAT HAPPENED
by Hillary Clinton
Hostess/Moderator: Susan 
Nusbaum

Marianne Switt
Remove landline #
Cell only
 
Welcome to our New 
Member!
Linda Stanford
1431 Braeburn Avenue
Flossmoor, IL 60422
(847) 736-6251
lindanstanford@gmail.com 

Welcome to our Newest 
Life Member!
Jessie Jury (Timothy) 
2152 Pine
Homewood, IL 60430

JANUARY 4 
ALL THE LIGHT WE 
CANNOT SEE
by Anthony Doerr 
Hostess: TBA 
Facilitator: Lynne Oberman

JANUARY 11 
WINDY CITY BLUES
by Renee Rosen
Hostess: Judy Whelan        
Moderator: Susan Nusbaum

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB

Please contact Irene Newman at inewman680@aol.com or (312) 867-0850 for more 
information.  New members are always welcome!

Friendship Notes
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  
She will send notes to members observing life 
cycle events for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, siblings, 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy 
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs. 

Please let Leslie know... Email her at lsilverman@
amli.com or call her at 
(312) 283-4885. 

Congratulations/Mazel Tov
Nancy Burrows – Marriage of Son
Natasha Dobrin Rhine  - Birth of Son
Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus – Birth of Granddaughter
Teri Gaby - Birth of Granddaughter
Robin and Keith Frank – Birth of Grandson
Sharon Johnson - Birth of Grandson
Dr. Patricia Levenberg – Birth of Grandson
Dr. Michael Peck - Birth of Grandson
Beverly Sandler – Birth of Grandson
Diane Schaar – Birth of Granddaughter
Barbara Schwarz  - Birth of Granddaughter
Marsha Sices – Bat Mitzvah of Granddaughter
Andrea Stark - Marriage of Granddaughter
Louise Stein - Birth of Great Granddaughter

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of you
Debbie Berman - Husband
Melinda Berman – Father
Marla Brodsky - Father
Robin Frank
Keith Frank – Wife
Carol Heller
Renee Kaminsky - Husband
Shari Kaminsky - Father-in-law
Vicki Meilach – Son
Judy Mischel – Mother
Lea Pierson
Cheryl Sugar - Husband
Lenore Zeiger - Son
Vivian Zimmerman - Husband
Roz Zimmerman - Son

Condolences
Debbie Banach – Mother-in-Law
Ilene Banach – Mother-in-Law
Cantor Deborah Bard - Mother 
Iris Blumenthal - Husband
Dr. Fawn Gottlieb - Mother
Risa Graff - Brother-in-law
Lois Joseph – Husband
Maureen Kelly - Sister
Marlene Liberman - Husband
Michel Palomo – Father-in-Law
Joan Plusser – Husband
Kathy Rovner – Husband
Gayle Weil - Father Tributes

Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW 
Tribute cards.  To purchase or send a tribute, 
please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-
6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.
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We mourn the loss of NCJW Life Member 
Pearl Saleh and NCJW Members Jerome 
Broutman and Marlene Drucker. We 
extend our heartfelt condolences to their 
families.  May their memories be a blessing.

Debbie Banach
9178 Holland Harbor Circle
Frankfort, IL 60423
remove landline #
 
Tedi Cohen
Remove landline #
Add cell
(708) 903-4294
 
Barbara Daniels
Snow bird info:
3761 E. Calle Del Cacto
Tucson, AZ 85718
(520) 529-1929

Judy Lohr-Safcik
name correction

 Frima Margolin
3633 Breakers Drive
Apt. 133
Olympia Fields, IL 60461
Cell: (708) 601-3430
Remove landline #

Rochelle Panner
Remove landline #
Cell only
Add email: 
rgpan1@aol.com
 
Sandi Reich
New email: 
slreich58@gmail.com 

tel:%28708%29 799-3355
mailto:annabellelake@gmail.com
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Looking to Volunteer your Time?
Shalom over 50’s Garfield School

Volunteer at Garfield School! Please let Bonnie Ribet 
know if you’re interested in reading at library time to 
students or doing art history presentations. Thanks so 
much! Contact Bonnie at Frogmom3@aol.com or 708 
212-6366.

We are in great need of afternoon (2:30 PM) drivers 
for Shalom Over 50’s while some of our snowbirds are 
away for winter. It takes less than an hour one Tuesday a 
month, but you’ll need to drive a sedan. If you could do 
the morning (10:30 AM) drive, that would be helpful too. 
Please call Ellyn Eisner at (708) 747-0669 if interested.

~ FROM OUR COMMUNIT Y SERVICE PARTNER ~

South Suburban Family 
Shelter Seeks Donations 
for Adopt-A-Family
South Suburban Family Shelter is looking for individuals, 
families or businesses interested in participating in its 
annual Adopt-A-Family Holiday Program.  Adopt-A-Family 
is designed to help victims of domestic violence and their 
children during the holiday season. The victims and their 
children who participate in Adopt-A-Family are experiencing 
financial hardship as a result of their family circumstances. 
They would likely have nothing for the holidays without 
the help of generous donors. Donors purchase and wrap 
gifts for their adopted family. Food is also needed including 
turkeys, chickens, and non-perishable items for holiday meals. 
Contact Vicki Meilach at vmeilach@ssfs1.org for specific food 
items needed. Monetary contributions and gift cards are 
also welcome and may be mailed to: South Suburban Family 
Shelter, P.O. Box 937, Homewood, IL, Attn:  Adopt A Family.

South Suburban Family Shelter is a not-for-profit agency that 
provides comprehensive services for families who experience 
domestic violence. These services include: 24-Hour Hotline; 
Emergency Shelter; Counseling for adult victims and their 
children; Abuser Intervention; Court and Medical Advocacy

Prevention Program; Outreach/Training programs; and 
Transitional Housing. All victim services are provided free of 
charge and all programs are available in English and Spanish.

For more information about Adopt-A-Family, call (708) 
283-1421, ext. 23 or latishianame@gmail.com. For general 
information about South Suburban Family Shelter, call (708) 
794-2140.

Thank you to Debra Borodkin, Gloria Lippert and their committee 
for their hard work putting together this year's Directory.  
Local South Cook and Chicago area directories have been 
delivered.  Please contact Carrie Tenny if you have not received 
your directory.

If you live outside the South Cook area and would like a 
directory mailed to you, please email, call or text Carrie. A 
$5 donation to cover the postage is requested.  Mail checks, 
payable to NCJW, to P.O. Box 982, Homewood, IL 60430.

Carrie Tenny

NCJW South Cook Section 
2017-2018 Directories! 

NCJW South Cook Section extends its sincere 
congratulations to the new HIPPY USA Chairwoman, 
Robin Frank.  We wish you a very successful year! The 
Iris Dreyfuss Fund has made a donation in honor of 
Robin and her new position.

Congratulations!

If you know of students graduating this academic 
year from eighth grade, religious school, high school, 
college or graduate school, please email their names 
to Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com. We will print a full 
list in the spring bulletin.

Calling All Graduates!
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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish 
values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.

JANUARY
Jan 2  Board Meeting

Jan 4  South Suburban Book Club

Jan 9  Potluck Lunch and Learn

Jan 11  Chicago Book Club

Jan 30  Executive Committee Meeting

Jan 30-31 Tu B’Shevat

FEBRUARY
Feb 1 South Suburban Book Club

Feb 6 Board Meeting

Feb 8 Chicago Book Club

Feb 27 Executive Committee Meeting

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook’s website at www.ncjwsouthcook.org

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  
Purchase as many $10 tickets as you like.  Each month from 
October through May three winning tickets will be drawn 
for $100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the pot 
for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances to win each year, 
with eight drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix 
make great gifts too.  They are perfect when the occasion 
calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-
4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

GO ONLINE

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive 
your South Cook Bulletin 
by email.  Simply email 
Cathy Davis at kashazi@
aol.com and save a tree!

NCJW South Cook has 
a website!  Check it out: 
www.ncjwsouthcook.org.
 You’ll find up to date 
events, information, and 
more! Have information 
or an event you’d like 
listed on the website?  
Send your email to 
website@ncjwsouthcook.
org. 

$25
$50
$100

$25
$50
$100

$25
$50
$100

Ellery Marks (Evie Rosen's granddaughter)
Amanda Marks (Evie Rosen's granddaughter)
Susan Bayer

Mona Rosenthal
Jordan Sigale
SueAnne Copeland

Barry Bayer
Betti Goldberg
Fran Moeckler

October Winners

November Winners December Winners


