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Reminder . . .

Iris Dreyfuss Volunteer Recognition Award Event 
honoring

BONNIE RIBET
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 ~ 7 PM 

Dessert and Coffee Reception

Idlewild Country Club, Homewood IL
In keeping with our commitment to the issues of Sex Trafficking, our guest speaker 
will be Donna Fishman, Co-Chair for the Jewish Coalition Against Sex Trafficking 
Chicago [JCAST] and Chair of the Illinois State Policy Advocacy Network for the 
National Council of Jewish Women.  

Free admission for NCJW South Cook members ~ $18 for guests

RSVP to Maureen Kelly at
mmkelly959@yahoo.com

1921-2016Please contact Beth Lichtenberg or Jody Markus for more information

Join the NCJW Illinois State Policy Advocacy 
Committee, NCJW South Cook and NCJW 
Chicago North Shore Sections as they co-sponsor 
a Reproductive Justice event during a special 
“Week of Action” scheduled to remember the 40th 
Anniversary of the Hyde Amendment. (The Hyde 
Amendment bans federal funding for abortion 
except in cases of rape, incest or life endangerment 
to the mother.)

We will have an interactive discussion about the 
current state of abortion access and policies 
in Illinois, parental notification of abortion, and 
sexual health education. This free event will feature 
speakers who can give us a unique perspective on 
these issues and leaders working to reduce barriers 
so our communities can thrive and then we'll TAKE 
ACTION together!

Co-sponsors include speakers from the ACLU, the 
Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health, and Chicago 
Abortion Fund. Judge Susan Fox Gillim, a judge who 
hears judicial bypass cases, will also be a presenter.

When:  Tuesday, September 27

5:30 PM - sign in & refreshments

6-8 PM program

Where: Downtown Chicago, close to the Metra 
train. Exact address will be given after registration 
is received. We will be forming a group to travel 
downtown.

Why: Because our communities deserve access to 
any and all information necessary to make decisions 
about their lives and bodies and should have the 
resources to make those decisions a reality. 

Register at http://ncjwcns.org/hyde

For more information or questions email:
Ellen Kaplan at ellenkaplan@sbcglobal.net or 
Debby Pebworth at dpebworth325@sbcglobal.net
NCJW State Policy Advocates

Health Access 
for All

• hooded towels
• receiving blankets
• snowsuits for children up to age 18 months
• dry erase markers
• crayons
• markers
• glue sticks

• colored pencils
• poster paint
• sidewalk chalk
• new or gently used books for K-8
• playground balls
• jump ropes
• Box Top for Education coupons

Items we will be collecting for our community service partners:

mailto:mmkelly959@yahoo.com
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On August 6th, more than 70 members, 
spouses and friends celebrated NCJW South 
Cook’s 95 years of service to both the local 
and international community at Idlewild Country 
Club.  The Birthday Bash was an evening designed 
to reminisce about our past achievements and 
look forward to our future endeavors.

There was time to remember friends who are no 
longer with us, catch up with our fellow members 

and inspire participation in the future, but most of all to have FUN.  We 
deserve it!

In addition to a fabulous meal and special birthday dessert provided by 
Idlewild Country Club, attendees were encouraged to participate in 
a trivia contest, guess the number of candies in a jar, play Pictionary, 
pose in Roaring Twenties garb for our selfie photo booth, and use 20 
questions to guess the hidden celebrity name put on their back.

Many thanks to our wonderful committee 
chairperson, Lynne Oberman and her committee 
members:  Debra Borodkin, Jody Markus, Gloria 
Lippert and Sharon Johnson.  

Special thank you to Ellen Kaplan for a 
retrospective slide presentation and Nancy 
Burrows for providing the video equipment.  Flora 
Alderman and her group of readers inspired and 
amazed us with a presentation of South Cook’s 

history and past achievements.

A big cheer for the Elyse Bell Traveling Players who provided a lively 
original song showcasing ongoing NCJW South Cook projects, lead by 
Leslie Sigale with original lyrics by Frima Margolin. 

Prizes were donated by MJ Holding Company in Bedford Park with 
any remaining prizes going to our Adopt-A-School, Garfield School in 
Chicago Heights.

Most of all, thank you to all who joined us to celebrate this milestone.  It 
was such a fun event!  To quote our motto, we truly have “A Faith in the 
Future, A Belief in Action”.  Here’s to another 95 years of service to the 
rights of women, children and families everywhere.

Happy 95th NCJW South Cook!! 

Sharon Johnson
President of South Cook Section

President’s Message  
NCJW SOUTH COOK CELEBRATES 95TH YEAR!!

Following is Flora Alderman’s presentation at the 
95th Birthday Bash. Thanks for the history lesson, 

Flora! Special thanks also go to Julia Ziev for 
rescuing and storing the publications from which 

much of this information was gathered.

Family, friends and fellow members gathered at Idlewild Country Club on July 
14 to honor Bonnie Ribet as NCJW South Cook’s newest Iris Dreyfuss award 
recipient.

The Iris Dreyfuss Volunteer Recognition award is given to those members of South 
Cook Section who, by their service to NCJW, are a model to all.  This award is 
not given every year, but is reserved for those special women who exemplify all 
that is admirable in our membership.  Like Iris Dreyfuss, Bonnie Ribet and all past 
recipients have combined the traits of unlimited energy, dedication to service and 
a generosity of spirit that we all hope to emulate. 

Donna Fishman, co-chair for the Jewish Coalition Against Sex Trafficking Chicago 

IRIS DREYFUSS VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARD EVENT

(JCAST), was the guest speaker and delivered an impressive and at times 
horrifying speech on the evils of this form of modern day slavery.

A special thank you goes to Debra Borodkin (a past Iris Dreyfuss winner) 
and Maureen Kelly for their wonderful work on this program, and a thank 
you to Idlewild Country Club for another lovely event venue. And of 
course, thank you to the Dreyfuss family for their generosity in hosting 
this event, preserving the memory of Iris, and inspiring our members to 
carry on her legacy.

Congratulations, Bonnie! So well deserved!

Sharon E. Johnson, President, NCJW South Cook Section

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

So here we are - 95 years old.  It was given to Diane Kessler and me to 
look back at our history. I couldn’t help but notice that I am the oldest 
past president around, having served from 1968-70.

I moved to Homewood in 1957, not knowing a soul.  I don’t even 
remember how I got involved with NCJW.  The Jewish community 
was small at the time but active and growing. Many things I learned 
about NCJW, I learned in the basement kitchen of Temple Anshe 
Sholom when it was in Chicago Heights. At that time, Wednesdays 
were set aside for different organizations: NCJW, Sisterhood, and 
Hadassah.  Same women wearing different hats. That’s where I learned 
that the NCJW ladies were the first Sunday School teachers of Temple 
Anshe Sholom, rolled bandages for the Red Cross, and sponsored a 
community lecture series in Chicago Heights where Eleanor Roosevelt 
was one of the speakers. 

But going thru some old bulletins, I found a couple of things we can 
relate to now.

In 1946, President Truman declared “I AM AN AMERICAN DAY” 
and Jeannette Gordon, South Cook President, announced we would 
organize appropriate ceremonies for the community.  Nina Broder, 
Legislative chairperson (mother of David Broder, the late journalist), 
urged people to write to Truman to raise the immigration bar. “No 
bulletin has ever carried a message or appeal of greater urgency.”

At that time, we actually packed and shipped our Ship-A-Box items. 
These boxes were sent to specific places in Europe and they received 
notes from recipients. Here is one of the thank you’s they received 
from Belgium:

“Having been thru all the terrors of the Nazi regime and having lost all my 
family and friends, the only thing I care for is the welfare and education of 
those little number of Jewish children who escaped the fate of their millions of 
brothers and sisters. You in America are the only ones who can help.”

Many of us got involved with NCJW thru Ship-A-Box. For several years, 
in my basement were crayons, coloring books, small games, books, and 
balls. Women with their young children arrived and while the kids 
played with the balls, we packed boxes for Israel.

What sticks out in my mind in the 60’s were two programs National got 
involved in and so did we.

The oral polio vaccine was available but people were afraid of it. Our 



Section mounted a big campaign in Chicago Heights advertising and 
encouraging families to come to the sites selected to receive their polio 
vaccine.  When it finally came down to administering the vaccine, each 
team was made up of a doctor, a nurse, and two NCJW women. Often, 
the doctor and nurse were NCJW members.  People were scarred and 
one of our jobs was to assure them this was a good thing.

The second big program National committed us to was Sesame Street. 
This was a new program on TV that was going to bring early childhood 
education into the home.  Again, we mounted a vigorous campaign, this 
time lining up schools, churches and park districts, whoever had a big TV 
(probably 21 inches was the biggest) to come to a viewing party (there 
would be candy and ice cream). We provided outlines for parents of how 
they could help their children get more out of the program. Remember, 
this is the time when there was no pre-school and children were supposed 
to learn their alphabet in first grade.

By the time I came on the scene in the late 50’s, NCJW was growing fast.  
People were moving out from the city at a rapid rate.  However, South 
Cook Section was financially “in the hole.” 

I came up with the idea of a bowling league.  This way, women would 
be able to meet each other.  The bowling league did have a baby-sitting 
service so it was great for young women as well as women who already 
had everyone in school.  It had a waiting list for years but it served its 
purpose; it helped get us in the black.

The auction also started during my presidency. The woman who proposed 
the idea had all her children in school. The rest of us involved had toddlers.  
We thought it was an overwhelming event but it sounded like it could help 
us financially. And it did! We made many new friends through this venture.

The 70’s were filled with growth and activities. One program probably 
none of you here today know about was our Councilettes.

Councillettes were girls 8th grade through high school who did community 
service and met once a month to have activities for themselves.  They 
tutored children in Glenwood during the summer, worked with Urban 
Gateways, wrapped toys and books for Respond Now, learned the skills 
of modeling and had some of our members come in to help with makeup, 
posture, etc. Two of our members were always the advisors.

I haven’t mentioned Well Baby Clinics, helping pass a bond issue for the 
Homewood Schools, publishing a Directory of Senior Services, establishing 
and maintaining a Senior Citizen’s lounge in the Chicago Heights Park 
District, the juvenile court project, and a host of other programs.

One of our Section’s biggest and most important community service 
activities was the founding of the South Suburban Family Shelter. In 1979, 
I represented NCJW as an original member of the “Shelter Task Force.”  
It was formed to look at Women in Violence in the south suburban 
community. We worked along with representatives of the League of 

*Personal Note from Ellen Kaplan:

Although President Truman favored an immigration policy that was liberal toward displaced persons, Congress failed 
to act on his proposals. Pressured intensely by lobbying on the part of the American Jewish community, Congress 
passed legislation in 1948 to admit about 400,000 displaced persons to the U.S.  About 80,000 of those who arrived were 
Jewish. I was one of those 80,000 and arrived here in November of 1949 along with my mother and father.  

Thank you for your advocacy, NCJW!

Women Voters, Governor’s State University, the YWCA and other 
organizations.  A survey from National was used by the task force to 
determine incidences of domestic violence in the south suburbs.  There 
was absolutely nothing available in Thornton, Rich or Bloom Townships 
to fully meet the needs of abused women. And so, South Suburban Family 
Shelter was born.  NCJW provided funding as well as volunteers to 
establish the Shelter and have been connected to this day.

During the course of the 80’s, and through today, we stayed close to the 
Shelter, providing funding for emergency sheltering, helping establish the 
thrift store and the Sanctuary for homeless women and children. But we 
also established and ran Safety Town for pre-schoolers. We did that in 
cooperation with the police department of various towns.  I’m not sure 
who had more fun - the kids or the volunteers.

Our Section grew during that time to some 500 members and so we 
became classified as a large Section, sending more people to convention 
and being sought after for our opinions. One of the reasons for our growth 
was the merger of Park Forest Section into ours. Lincoln Highway was the 
invisible dividing line. If you lived south of it, you belonged to Park Forest 
Section and they were a mighty Section.  

Park Forest was an active Section. They did a lot of volunteer work in 
their community.  Two things that stand out are their Youth Employment 
service and their Handy Camp.  The Youth Employment program provided 
jobs for teenagers during the summer and after school.  Remember, Park 
Forest was a planned community with the idea they would have many 
young families and thus tee-agers. The Village provided them with space, 
telephone, etc. And kids were gainfully employed baby-sitting, cutting 
lawns, shopping for the elderly, etc.

Another outstanding program was Handy Camp.  The Section established 
and staffed a day camp for handicapped children from throughout the 
south suburbs. Remember, there were no services like there are today.  
Children had the opportunities to swim, have cookouts, and a myriad of 
camp activities. Staff were people who had experience with children with 
disabilities assisted by NCJW volunteers and teenage volunteers. 

The 90’s brought us Honey for the Holidays, Fashion Shows, and several 
Car Treasure Hunts.  We continued with our volunteer projects but 
found many of our members were going to work and so started to tailor 
our activities accordingly. These were the days when we produced “South 
Cook Can Cook,” held a Bargain Boutique, and sponsored the Illinois 
Silent Witness Exhibit.

I’m stopping reminiscing as we get into the 21st century.  Most of you have 
been here and have been involved and the pages in the directory tell you 
what we are doing now.  

South Cook has a great history.  We have done a lot to improve the lives 
of the people in our communities.  As times have changed, so have we. But 
we can proudly wish ourselves a happy birthday at 95.
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2016 Southland Community 
Garden Walk

Greenhouses, DJ’s Landscaping, Teri Gaby, Prairie House Garden Center, 
Woldhuis Farms Sunrise Greenhouse.   
$100 Restaurant Sponsors: Aurelios Pizza, Bergstein’s NY Delicatessen, the 
Cottage on Dixie, The Egg & I, Flossmoor Station Restaurant and Brewery, 
Grady’s Grille, La Voute bistro-bar.   
$75 ‘DAFFODIL’: Lois & Stanley Birer 
$50 ‘TULIP’ John’s American Bar & Grill, Priscilla Sutker.

Fifth, a heartfelt thank you to:
• Melani Davis of Davis Celander Design, who spent hours creating and 

laying out our posters, flyers, tickets and our beautiful garden walk 
brochures.

• Carron Flagler for creating our original garden walk logo.
• Nina of ‘Progress Printing’ for donating 75 full color garden walk posters 
• Mark Ruhnke of ‘in-print’ for donating 700 full color flyers
• Platinum Pest Solutions, Inc., donated the spraying for mosquitos in all 

our gardens
• Jen Sesto of ‘Art 4 Soul’ and ‘Ebel’s Ace Hardware’ in Cherry Creek for 

selling our advance tickets
• Caitlyn Childress for creating our beautiful garden walk map
• Raffle Donations: Bonnie Ribet & Sue Nachinson for two beautiful baskets, 

Julie Fordon and Gloria Lippert for original garden art glass. 
• Sixth, Cheryl Sugar for all her efforts in coordinating the preview party, 

and Jeffrey & Gloria Lippert for graciously hosting and welcoming our 
gardeners, consultants, sponsors and volunteers into their home and 
garden for the Garden Walk Preview Party on Thursday, June 23.

And, finally, all our incredible volunteers who really made this event 
possible: Jennifer Artis, Susan Bayer, Valerie Birk, Amy Bloomberg, Peg Boivin, Beth 
Bongard, Debra Borodkin, Flossmoor Mayor Paul Braun, Lynn Brown, Jean Browne, 
Judy Budrow, Nancy Burrows, Jaye Carey, Mary Lou Chiappori, Jake Eisenwasser, 
Laura Eisenwasser, Lois Fine, Ellen Freedman, Teri Gaby, Risa Graff, Sharon 
Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, Marian Kirschenbaum, Celeste Kirschner, Elia Koltun, Judy 
Lohr, Dory Machtinger, Jody Markus, Tova Meron, Olympia Fields Mayor Debbie 
Meyers-Martin, Judy Mischel, Emily Mosler, Sue Nachinson, Debby Pebworth, 
Bernie Postlewaite, Lynne Oberman, Ida Raff, Leila Reich, Bonnie Ribet, Evie Rosen, 
Magda Roth, Pearl Saleh, Barbara Schwartz, Penny Shnay, Carol Spector, Marcie 
Stern.

Thank you again to everyone of you for supporting NCJW and for all 
of your efforts that combined to make this another successful fundraiser, 
friendraiser, and, most of all, an outstanding event that highlights our 
southland community!!

Gloria Lippert

"BOOKS AND BAGELS” - What a delicious project!  Are you interested in making a difference 
in the education of children in our community?  Are you excited about encouraging creativity and 
critical thinking in the classroom? Then join us at our Mini-Grant Committee meeting, which is 
held in early November. For many years our Section has encouraged teachers to try innovative 
projects in their classrooms. We have supported these projects through our Mini-Grants, which 
provides funding of up to $350.

How can you participate in this project and what is involved?  Committee members will pick 
up the completed teacher applications at Evelyn Rosen's home.  Each application is read and 
given preliminary rankings before the meeting. The Committee then meets to discuss all the 
applications and awards the Mini-Grants.  The meeting is lively with interesting discussions about 
each proposal.  The Committee is limited to the first ten members interested.

Mini-Grants are a meaningful short-term project and a great way to meet members of our section.

Evelyn Rosen
evnhow@aol.com

MINI GRANTS

South Cook Section’s 6th annual garden walk was held on Sunday, June 26.  
We had gardens in Chicago Heights, Flossmoor, Homewood, and Olympia 
Fields.  After an early morning downpour, the weather cooperated to provide 
a beautiful sunny day.  All guests, gardeners, consultants, and volunteers raved 
and agreed this was a positively wonderful day!

What goes into making this event such an incredible success?  Well, first 
there is the garden walk committee who spend a good part of a year 
working behind the scenes to make sure every detail is perfect…and, once 
it is over, they begin again working on the next years walk.  The AMAZING 
2016 Southland Community Garden Walk committee:  Susan Bayer, Amy 
Bloomberg, Beth Bongard, Cece Childress, Debby Levinson, Gloria Lippert, Dory 
Machtinger, Judy Mischel, Sue Nachinson, Bonnie Ribet, Evie Rosen, Penny Shnay, 
Carol Spector, Cheryl Sugar.

Second, the homeowners, Elaine & Lad Martin, Dr. Jon Lee & Dr. Tina Stosor, 
Evelyn Owens, Tom & Jean Schultz, Marilyn & Joseph Tapajna, Jerome & Jean 
Webb, and Marikay & Dale Witlock, the hardworking, gracious gardeners who 
opened their unique and gorgeous gardens to NCJW and the community in 
order to raise money to benefit Aunt Martha’s Care Center and Respond 
Now. 

Third, Cheri Brandt, Margaret Burns-Westmeyer, Diane Jaeger, Jeffrey Lippert, 
Sue McCarthy, Jeff Postlewaite, Rita Rosen, Linda Tyson, Dave Ward, and Marikay 
Witlock, the master gardeners, horticulturists, and garden consultants who 
volunteered for six full hours to enhance our guests experience by answering 
questions as well as discussing various special features of each garden.

Fourth, our generous sponsors!!

$250 ‘IRIS’:  Patricia & Howard Adelman in memory of Connie Adelman & Helen 
Tobin, Steffi Bierig, Clarke’s Garden Center & Stone Depot, Cathy & Robert 
Davis, Leona & George Calvin with Genevia & Leon Francisco, Sundstrom Pressed 
Steel Company & the Sundstrom Family, in memory of Peggy Eisenstein, the 
Goldberg/Kline Family in memory of Shirley & George Kline, the 2016 Garden 
Walk Committee, Jean Browne in memory of Alvin & Maureen Quarles, Kay 
Wilson, AAA Tree Service, Inc., Joni Reuben & Family in memory of Dr. Paul 
Reuben.  

$100 ‘PEONY’: Barreca Blacktop Sealcoat, Big John’s Farm Market & 
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FALL PROGRAM
Wednesday, October 19, 2016

Join us for an afternoon program on domestic 
violence featuring speaker Vicki Meilach from 
South Suburban Family Shelter. Check the 

next bulletin for further information.



Jamie Benovic

It is with my deepest appreciation and gratitude that I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank these NCJW chairwomen for their 
continued dedication to South Cook. 

Jody Markus and Beth Lichtenberg provided us with a wonderful 
Opening Luncheon, including an informative insight into the behind-
the-scenes workings of the White House through author Melinda 
Bates.

Sharon Johnson did a wonderful job on Fall Program, bringing us a Life 
Less Lived.

Closing dinner, as always, was a success because of Michelle Stern’s 
hard work and attention to detail.

We appreciate all your time and dedication that you give to NCJW 
South Cook.

Laura Eisenwasser

I would like to thank Michelle Stern for heading the School Mitzvah 
Project. She has done an outstanding job. Michelle makes sure that 
she purchases what the students’ desires and needs are for school. 
I can always count on Michelle to take charge of the project from 
beginning to end. She makes my job as chairwoman very easy. Thank 
you Michelle!

Gloria Lippert

A very special thank you to Lois Fine and Mona Rosenthal who, once 
again, did a fantastic job chairing a very successful Personal Giving 
campaign. Their creativity in selecting a theme, their thorough 
attention to detail, and their gentle cajoling of our membership 
combined to provide South Cook with a well rewarded financial 
outcome that enables us to fulfill our national obligation.  Thank you 
for all your time and efforts, you are AMAZING!  

Frima Margolin and Leslie Sigale are the creative glue that holds 
NCJW’s intrepid troop of traveling performers together!  Each fall 
these women put together a new original musical play which their 
band of thespians performs twice a month to mentally and physically 
challenged children and adults.  Their reward is often a standing 
ovation accompanied by rave reviews.  The Elyse Bell Traveling 
Players is South Cook’s longest running community service project.  
To Frima, Leslie, and all of the Traveling Players - a resounding 
ovation from NCJW for all you do to bring joy to so many…
THANK YOU!!!

Due to the efforts of Robin Latman who chaired our annual Spring 
Hygiene Drive for Respond Now, we had a most successful response 
from our membership.  Donations are brought to Idlewild Country 
Club for the NCJW Closing Dinner and then delivered to Respond 
Now. This project touches so many people in our community and 
truly makes a difference.

The position of NCJW Ambassador requires the chair to recruit and 
reach out to new members.  The chair also sends out information 
regarding activities of our organization.  This year’s chair, Bonnie 
Ribet, staged a delightful soup gathering at her Flossmoor home.  
There were a number of new and prospective members in 
attendance.  It was a warm, inviting, delicious, and successful event!!  
Thank you for all of your efforts and for always presenting NCJW in 
such a positive manner! 

In this 95th year, I would like to add a thank you to every member 
of NCJW South Cook who has supported this remarkable 
organization with your time, talents, and/or financial contributions.  
It takes countless hours of effort from many diligent volunteers 

to raise the funds to run the business 
of our local section, to participate in 
our community service projects, and 
to advocate in our many social justice 
arenas.  Special kudos to all the women 
and men who have helped to make a difference in the Southland 
Community and beyond.

Todah Robah

Jody Markus

Once again this year, it has been wonderful working with such 
amazing women. 

Betti Goldberg and Lynn Gaby brought a great energy to the Gift 
Galleria. They found terrific new vendors and the event was a 
huge success with a lot of shopping from attendees and smiles 
from the vendors. Nancy Burrows and Evie Rosen once again did a 
fabulous job co-chairing Mini Grants.  Getting the information out 
to districts, facilitating an inclusive discussion and following up after 
the meeting, they are a dynamic duo. 

Debra Borodkin is fabulous in all she does including the Passover 
Project.  Grocery gift cards were collected and distributed to local 
needy Jewish families. Susan Bayer and her incredible committee 
distributed our Prairie State College Book Scholarships.  They gave 
out scholarships for fall and spring semester using sensitivity and 
discretion.

I thank all of these women for doing such an extraordinary job on 
behalf of NCJW.

VICE PRESIDENT THANK YOU'S
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SOUTH COOK DAY IN THE CITY 

Carpenters constructing a set, a catwalk 7 stories above the 
stage, gorgeous costumes and even a severed bloody hand 
(fake!) were among the many sights 35 members enjoyed at 
the behind-the-scenes tour of the Lyric Opera on July 28. A 
short stroll to the French Market followed the tour, where 
the friendly staff at Ovie Bar and Grill efficiently handled a 
delicious lunch.  After lunch, some members browsed the 
many offerings within the French Market before heading 
home. The lucky 10 who continued on to Primitive were 
guided by the owner through all five stories and heard 
about the history and provenance of some of the global 
treasures for sale. 

Thanks to Irene Newman for organizing another fun Day in 
the City.



Book Clubs

Directory Updates
Members, please update your directory when contact information changes.  
Changes should be emailed to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net.  

Michele Ferraro  [Dr. Harlan Bogie]
2413 Ravisloe Lane
Homewood, IL 60430
Cell: (312) 320-9777
cheferraro@gmail.com

Evelyn Friedman
18806 Queens Road
Homewood, IL 60430
(708) 799-8512
bubbyevelyn@att.net

Welcome new members!

All articles for the October/November 
Bulletin should be emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com by September 20th.  

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each 
month. Please join us at 7:40 PM. Books are available at the 
Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information, call Peggy 
Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

OCTOBER 6
THE INVENTION OF WINGS by Sue Monk Kidd
Hostess: Ellen Friedman
Facilitator: Marsha Sices

NOVEMBER 3 
CIRCLING THE SUN by Paula McLain 
Hostesses: Lois Fine and Lynne Oberman
Facilitator: Debra Borodkin 

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
Please contact Irene Newman at inewman680@aol.com or  
(312) 867-0850 for more information.  New members are always 
welcome!

Friendship Notes . . .
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will send notes to 
members observing life cycle events for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy recoveries, 
marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  Please let Leslie know... Email her at 
lsilverman@amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Mazel Tov/Congratulations
Joan Barr –Birth of Great Granddaughter
Alice Davis - Birth of Granddaughter
Rachel Port Davis –Birth of Daughter
Susan Dritz – marriage of Brother
Dorothy Finder – birth of Great Grandson and Great Granddaughter
Susie Goldberg – birth of Grandson and Granddaughter  
Rayna and Jerry Greenberg – marriage of Granddaughter
Anita Lebowitz – marriage of Son
Marcia Lippert – Birth of Great Granddaughter
Robin Mintz – Marriage of Son
Rori Narter – Birth of Granddaughter
Kathleen Nussbaum – Marriage of Son
Laurie Goldberg Orenstein – birth of Son and Daughter
Jill Snyder Perlman - Birth of Granddaughter
Jane Sneiderman Stokar – Marriage of Daughter
Debbie Weinstein  - Birth of Granddaughter

Condolences
Gayla and Joel Cahan – Father/Father-in-Law 
Judy Fleischer - Mother
Edith Goodman –Husband
Karlyn Hurowitz – Brother-in-law
Sharon Johnson - Mother
Maddie Kosmin - Grandmother
Michelle Kosmin – Mother-in-law
Judy Palmer – Sister-in-Law
Rhonda Singer - Mother

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of you
Sarell Albert 
Helen Arkes – Father-in-law
Peg Boivin 
Rabbi and Linda Caplan  - Father
Kathy Klein
Larry Klein – Wife
Marcia Lippert
Alice Miller – Husband
Rori Narter – Mother
Glenda Sirota 
Barbara Sporn 
Jane Stokar
Cheryl Sugar
Jenny Wax – Mother-in-Law
Rachel Wax - Grandmother

We mourn the loss of 
NCJW lifetime members 
Diane Henry, Alexis Johnson 
and Jean Singer, and NCJW 
member Elaine Adelson , 
and extend our heartfelt 
condo lences  to  the i r 
families. May their memory 
be a blessing.

Tributes
Express your good wishes 
or  condo lences  and 
support NCJW projects by 
purchasing NCJW Tribute 
cards. To purchase or send 
a tribute, please contact 
Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 
342-6275 or bmoss1121@
yahoo.com.
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The Albine Gerson Layette Project is one of our Section’s oldest 
partnerships with Aunt Martha’s Health & Wellness’ Parents Too Soon*!  

Our Section members assembled a record number of Layettes last year, 
a total of 63! 

Consider further what these totals represent: 504 diapers; 126 receiving 
blankets; 63 hooded towels; 63 blankets, many hand crocheted or 
knitted; 126 little boys’ and girls’ outfits; 63 hats; 126 pairs of socks or 
little booties; 126 bibs; 126 sleepers; 126 “onesies”; about 32 snowsuits 
(only Winter Layettes contain snowsuits); and about 63 small toys or 
books. The grand majority of these lovely items were donated by our 
members! We thank you for your continued generous support! 

Please remember that donations of new or gently used baby items 
(newborn up to size 18 mo.) are always welcome. Especially needed 
are: receiving blankets, snowsuits, sweaters, hooded towels, socks & 
bibs, etc.  Monetary donations specially earmarked for Layette are most 
welcome as well.

Come help us pack! We are well on our way to meeting our target 
for these much-needed Layettes again this year! We welcome Section 
members any time. No prior experience is necessary and you will leave 
feeling “good” having done a “Mitzvah.”

Our forthcoming packing dates are: Wednesday, September 
14, starting at 9:30AM at Aunt Martha’s, 440 Forest Blvd., Park Forest. 
For more information, email Marianne Switt at stu_mari@Yahoo.com.

*Parent Too Soon (PTS) serves first time teen mothers (under the age 
of 19), living in high-risk communities. The goal is for them to learn 
how to effectively parent their children, reduce the rate of subsequent 
births, improve health and emotional development of the young 
mother, as well as, enhance self-sufficiency and promote healthy growth 
& development of their children.

Marianne Switt, Chair

ALBINE GERSON LAYETTE PROJECT 
UPDATE AUGUST 2016

mailto:dbbor@sbcglobal.net
tel:%28708%29 799-3355
mailto:annabellelake@gmail.com
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Dear Friends at NCJW,

A friend told me once the Jewish Holidays are never on time.They are 
either too early or too late but never on time.  Well, this year Rosh 
Hashana is late and although it is still 45 days away Honey Season is over.  
We have labeled, wrapped, boxed, sealed, sorted by zip, and bagged for the 
post office almost 3000 bottles of sweet honey.  This year went smoothly, 
efficiently, and successfully and I have several people to thank for it.  Many 
honeybees came and worked hard and we got it done in record time. 

Most Valuable Bee Award goes this 
year to Tova Meron!  She came every 
day, worked long hours and lifted 
more bags of honey boxes than even 
the high schooler who was helping us.  
I have to personally and publicly thank 
Tova; she was so protective of me not 
hurting myself overdoing any of the 
activities that she was taking the most 

physically demanding jobs or making sure someone else besides me would 
take them.  

This year we didn’t have a long list of helpers, instead we got a short list 
of repeated ones who knew exactly what to do. I’d like to thank Debra 
Borodkin, Laura Mizrahi and Tova Meron for being there from beginning to end 
every step of the way smoothing out any wrinkles so the whole process 
was superbly executed.  In the order they came and helped, thanks to 
Ellen Kaplan, Susan Bayer, Susie Goldberg, Barbara Gordon, Zanita Ruff, Bonnie 
Ribet, Bonnie Mosbacher, Lynne Oberman, Evelyn Rosen, Sharon Johnson, Frima 
Margolin and her team: Lou Margolin and Brian Kopas, Michelle Stern and 
her daughter Alison who in addition folded 800 of our boxes, Cheryl Sugar, 
Marianne Switt and Stuart Switt, Laura Eisenwasser, Carrie Tenny and the two 
high schoolers Kyle Hilton and Jacob Washington. 

Special Thanks go to Priscilla Sutker for one more time donating all the 
tissue paper, our van drivers Jacob Eisenwasser and Steve Griesbach who 
on September 7 will drive half of our boxes to another post office up north 
so we can save $400+ in postage, and 
to Bonnie Ribet and Mindy Miller who 
will hand deliver over 50 boxes each to 
addresses in downtown and Munster. 
Of course a big thanks to all of you 
who will come and hand deliver in our 
local neighborhoods and support this 
project with your orders.

Being this one a “late” Rosh Hashana, 
the work is not really finished yet.  On 
September 7 we will take all the bags 
to the post office in Glenwood.  It will 
be great if you can come and help.  We 
usually fill 10 vans and cars.  Van drivers are greatly appreciated on that day. 

So, see you on the 7th and Shana Tova U Metuka to you, your families, and 
friends. May your New Year be full of fabulous surprises, belly laughter, and 
lovely company.

Elena Morone, Honey Chair

A “sweet” way  to say L’Shana Tova

FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Honey for
the Holidays

CAMP QUALITY
On August 8, Camp Quality again welcomed volunteers 
from NCJW South Cook Section to sponsor a morning art 
project followed by lunch at Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort. 
Over 80 campers, whose ages ranged from 7 to 17, 
participated in this year’s “Dr. Seuss on the Loose at Camp 
Quality” theme week. Monday was designated as “Green 
Eggs and Ham” day.

A special thank you to Jamie Benovic, Helen Wolkow and 
Sharon Johnson (art project leader) who had a great time 
helping the campers decorate their own balsa wood eggs 
and make paper plate hats of their favorite characters 
(Pikachu, Minions, etc.) or a special original design.

Our famous assembly line “lunch brigade” was another big 
hit at the camp and a continuing pleasure for our members. 
A warm thank you to all the lunch workers: Susie Goldberg 
(chair), Evie Rosen, Marianne Switt, Debra Borodkin, Frima, Lou 
and Brian Margolin, Debby Pebworth, Gloria Lippert, Pat Arnold, 
Lynne Oberman, Bonnie Mosbacher, Laura Eisenwasser, Marta 
Krengel, Ellen Kaplan, Barbara Schwartz and Beverly Goldberg.

As always, food was ordered through Mike Dishman 
of Mike’s Provisions.  We thank him once again for his 
service and generosity.  Many thanks go to Kim Cosman of 
Summer Song for the donation of delicious dessert treats.  
All leftovers were donated to Camp Quality and were 
graciously well received.

Everyone who participates agrees that this is one of the 
most fun days of the year for NCJW volunteers!  Volunteer 
next year and have one of the most rewarding experiences 
ever!  

Susie Goldberg, Chairperson, Camp Quality
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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by 
Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by 
safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

SEPTEMBER
September 27 Executive Committee 
 Meeting
 Reproductive Justice event
September 28 Opening Luncheon and 
 Gift Galleria

OCTOBER
October 3-4 Rosh Hashanah
October 4 [Board Meeting canceled] 
October 6 South Suburban Book Club
October 12 Yom Kippur
October 13 Chicago Book Club
October 17-18 Sukkot
October 19 Fall Program
October 24 Shemini Atzeret
October 25 Simchat Torah
October 25 Executive Committee 
 Meeting

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook’s website at www.ncjwsouthsection.org
1921-2016

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you 
like.  Each month from September through May three winning tickets will be drawn for 
$100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 
chances to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make 
great gifts too.  They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita 
Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

This bulletin is dedicated to the memory of Alexis Johnson, exceptional 
long-time printer of South Cook Section’s Bulletin and Hot Tix.

Join your fellow members and sign up 
to receive your South Cook Bulletin by email.

Simply email Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

NCJW South Cook has a website!  Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll find up to date events and information 
and more! Have information or an event you’d like listed on the 

website?  Send it to website@ncjwsouthcook.org. GO ONLINE


