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IN THE MIDST OF THE HOLOCAUST…

THERE WAS GOODNESS

1921-2016

As a Polish Catholic Social worker during WWII, 
Irena Sendler risked her life to save others.  She was 
the leader of the children’s section of Zegota, Council 
for Aid to Jews, and part of the Polish underground. 
With ingenuity, calmness and courage, she was 
responsible for rescuing 2,500 Jewish children from 
the Warsaw Ghetto. Irene never thought of herself 
as a hero, saying she simply did what needed to be 
done and followed her heart.

Irena was born in 1910 and died in Warsaw in 2008 
at the age of 98. During her life she received many 
awards for her humanitarian work.  In addition to 
being nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, 
Irena was recognized by the state of Israel as one of the “Righteous Among Nations” at Yad Vashem.

Join us as actress Judy Winnick portrays Irena Sendler in this one-woman show. Judy is on the 
Colorado Humanities/Chautauqua Speakers Bureau and has performed internationally.  She 
portrays extraordinary women from WWII history.

Shabbat Services Honoring 
South Cook’s 95th Anniversary
Friday, April 7, 2017 ~ 7 PM
Temple Anshe Sholom

NCJW South Cook Closing 
Dinner
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 ~ 6:30 PM
Idlewild County Club

JUF Event with NCJW 
Honoree Anita Lebowitz
Sunday, May 21, 2017 ~ 6:45 PM
Temple Anshe Sholom
Guest Speaker - David Roet, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Israel to 
the United Nations

Opening Luncheon and Gift 
Galleria
Wednesday, October 4, 2017
Idlewild Country Club
Featuring ESPN and Chicago White Sox 
announcer Jason Benetti

Following are the reflections of South Cook Section 
past president Robin Frank on her experience at the 
Chicago Women’s March on January 21.

I saw a post on social media written by a good 
friend of mine, Robin Graham, and wanted to 
share it with you (see below). This is exactly why my 
daughter Stephanie, my granddaughter Zoey and 
I attended the Women's March in Chicago. Even 
though Zoey is only 8 years old, both Stephanie 
and I felt you are never too young or too old to 
use your voice. Zoey asked a lot of thoughtful 
questions as she read the various signs people 
were carrying as we attended the rally. Steph 
and I explained their meaning to her as best we 
could for an 8 year old to understand. I say “rally” 
because the number of women, men, and children 
attending the March that Saturday surpassed the 
expected numbers, and the “March” part had to 
be suspended. Instead of the estimated 20,000 
people attending, 250,000 people arrived to 
march. Michigan Avenue had to be closed down 
to accommodate the crowds!

But, let's get back to Steph and Zoey. Steph was 
raised to question. Steph was raised to defend 
the rights of those who could not speak for 
themselves. Zoey is being raised the same way. 
Because Steph and I felt it was important to 
attend the March and show our support for what 
we feel are our rights as women and as human 
beings, Zoey asked if she could join us. Zoey felt it 
was important to march on behalf of some of her 
friends who are worried they will not be able to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Irena Sendler - “Angel of the Warsaw Ghetto”
April 26, 2017 ~ 7 PM
Temple Anshe Sholom
No Charge – Generously underwritten by the 
Jewish United Fund of Chicago

Women’s March
O N  C H I C A G O
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“It was the best of times; it was 
the worst of times.”  I think we all 
know what Charles Dickens meant 
given the turbulent events of the 
last few weeks.  I could add that 
it is the most frightening of times.  
Frightening because we have hard 
choices and hard work ahead if we 
are to maintain and protect those 

freedoms every American deserves.

As it has been said many times, we are a nation of 
immigrants founded on religious freedom and individual 
rights.  Our voice needs and deserves to be heard to 
maintain those rights we have demanded and won over the 
years.

As difficult as it will be, our purpose needs to be strong, 
but not belittling, and dignified in its presentation and 
organization.  We have the knowledge and the tools to 
fight against every form of persecution and anything that 
threatens the individual rights of all our citizens.  For 

NCJW, this is especially important as it affects women, 
children, and families.

Our government deserves our respect, but we, as citizens, 
deserve the respect of our government in voicing our fears 
and disagreement with policies that demean and weaken 
our country in the eyes of the world.

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing.” (attributed to Edmund Burke 
1770).  I would strongly argue to change the word “men” 
to “people” since it is our voices as women, joined with 
men, that shape our destinies.  We have the strength as 
women to stand as equals against any injustice.

Please put away your fears and join NCJW and the many 
organizations across the country working diligently to make 
sure every voice is heard and counted as a valuable citizen 
of the United States of America.  

There is no effort too small when our liberty is at risk. 

Sharon Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook 

President’s Message  

On December 6, 2016, NCJW South Cook Section Executive and 
Board members held our annual Holiday Dinner/Board Meeting at 
the beautiful Balagio Restaurant in Homewood.

This meeting encompassed a review of the previous year’s activities 
and a chance to celebrate all that we have accomplished and the new 
goals we look forward to completing in 2017.

Board members generously donated 
a number of toys for Respond Now’s 
Christmas Store.  Respond Now 
enhances the quality of life in south 
suburban communities by working 
to alleviate hunger and prevent 
homelessness for people at risk.  They 
have been a source of support in the 
south suburbs for 47 years. Every year 
they host a Christmas Store where 
families can get gifts for their children.

NCJW South Cook is proud to work 
with Respond Now to help all those in 
need in south suburban communities.

Balagio’s restaurant served a fantastic 
meal in a beautiful banquet room with 
courteous and extremely helpful servers.  
Thank you to Balagio’s employees and 
management for a delightful holiday 
event.

A special thank you to all Executive and Board members who 
graciously give of their time and considerable efforts every month 
as we strive for social justice by improving the quality of life for 
women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights 
and freedoms.

Sharon Johnson, President South Cook Section

South Cook Annual Holiday Dinner 
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stay in this country and in their homes. Don't forget she is 8, and this is 
what she heard during the campaign and from her friends she plays and 
goes to school with who heard this in their homes. 

Attending the March was awe-inspiring. Knowing that millions of 
women, men and children across the country can have peaceful and 
meaningful marches without violence or even one arrest is amazing. 
Knowing that you can add your voice to thousands of others to 
highlight causes meaningful to you and be able to teach a life lesson to 
your granddaughter to speak up for herself and for those who cannot 
speak for themselves is priceless.

Please read Robin Graham's message. It really explains it all:

To those who are confused or surprised about why millions of people 
showed up to protest Saturday. . .

Women are marching because our children deserve a secretary of 
education that cares about education.

Women are marching because our family and friends deserve 
healthcare. Did you know that before the ACA, newborns in the NICU 
would hit their lifetime caps on health insurance coverage? That's right, 
babies who had never felt the sun on their skin could no longer get 
health insurance.

Women are marching because domestic violence crisis centers and 
after school programs deserve funding.

Women are marching because we deserve clean air, clean water, and 
national parks.

Women are marching because we believe the children protected by 
the DREAM act deserve to be here and they deserve to live with their 
parents, not in orphanages and foster homes.

And most of all, women are marching because we have the right to. 

The right to protest and speak out against our government is the 
first amendment. That's right, #1! It is one of our most fundamental 
American rights.

Saying that we're whining, throwing temper tantrums, or that we're 
immature, or that we need to get over it will not stop us. It will not 
stop us from fighting for you. And we are fighting for you because you 
deserve these rights too.

We're not marching because Trump won.

We're marching because he wants to take all of the things that we hold 
dear away. All of the things that we've been fighting for for generations.

And we're not giving up easily. Anyone who thinks we're marching 
because we lost just simply isn't listening. We're fighting because we 
refuse to lose more. 

Robin Frank

Women's March on Chicago
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



South Suburban Family Shelter seeks community 
support after surprise funding news

~ News from our Community Service Partner ~

South Suburban Family Shelter has guaranteed slots for 
the 2017 Bank of America Chicago Marathon! We will pay 
the full registration fee for the 1st 20 people to join us 
for 2017! Interested? Go to www.rundvoutoftown.org or 
email marathonteam@batteredwomensnetwork.org. We 
run to raise support, money,  & awareness for domestic 
violence survivors!

Homewood, Illinois – Following a shocking revelation that more 
than $18 million in critical funding to help victims of domestic 
violence was not included in the Illinois FY 2017 stop-gap budget, 
South Suburban Family Shelter calls on the community to step in and 
help in advocacy efforts. SSFS Executive Director Jennifer Gabrenya 
says, “We are asking our community of committed supporters to 
help us by doing three actions – CALL. GIVE. TELL.” 

CALL your local legislators and demand they work toward timely 
passage of a full budget with the inclusion of the $18 million 
Domestic Violence Services line item.

GIVE an amount to SSFS that feels right to you. Gifts can be made 
at www.ssfs1.org.  

TELL 7 of your friends to do the same thing!

SSFS and other domestic violence agencies across the state only 
recently learned that the funding was not included in the larger 
stopgap budget designed to fund critical programs throughout the 
state, although DHS entered into contracts with providers. Though 
SSFS has been operating under these contracts since the start of 
the fiscal year in July 2016, it was not until mid-December that 
the Department of Human Services Secretary James Dimas sent a 
formal notification. This notice falls short of offering an explanation, 
but does provide assurances that the contracts will be honored 
when a budget is passed.

“This was a complete surprise to us,” says Gabrenya. “We have 
already spent six months providing vital services and now we have 
no indication of when a budget that includes domestic violence 
funding will be passed so we can be paid for our work.” 

Though our lawmakers’ failure to pass a working budget has 
jeopardized SSFS’s financial situation, the agency remains steadfast 
in providing imperative client services — emergency shelter, 
counseling for adults and children, court advocacy, medical advocacy, 
24-hour hotline help, perpetrator intervention, and more. “We’re 
doing our jobs, and we demand that our elected officials do their 
jobs to enable the distribution of contracted funds as promised,” 
says Gabrenya.

If payments don’t come through, it will result in a domino effect of 
domestic violence services lost across the state. SSFS has already 
begun making cuts that reduce medical advocacy, community 
outreach, prevention, and childcare services. “This is a devastating 
blow for us and our sister agencies,” says Gabrenya. “We are forced 
to make heartbreaking and infuriating decisions that threaten the 
safety of some of our state’s most vulnerable citizens.” 
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NCJW’s annual Aunt Martha’s Holiday Gift Project has 
changed over the last few years due to the closing of the 
group homes we have served. 

This year, Aunt Martha’s requested that instead of 
buying for individual teenagers, we supply 20 duffel bags 
packed with necessities such as towels, socks, wallets, 
and toiletries. The duffels would then be used for the 
teenagers when they are released from their temporary 
living shelters, as it is helpful to have a useful bag with new 
things as the youth are placed in foster homes. Jennifer 
and David Dreyfuss generously donated the duffel bags 
from Lands End in honor of their friendship and longtime 
commitment to this project.  

As in past years, both Hunter Douglas Metals and the 
Gallagher family joined with NCJW South Cook to 
provide donations of gift cards for this holiday project. 
We all got together at Bonnie Ribet’s house to pack the 
duffels and remember Peggy's passion for Aunt Martha's 
and this special NCJW project that helps children and 
young adults who are less fortunate than our own. 
Jim Caporusso, Director of Corporate Relations and 
Development, is thrilled with the many things we donated.   

As you all know, we lost our dear friend and colleague 
Peggy Eisenstein in the spring of 2016. Both NCJW and 
Aunt Martha’s changed the name of this project to “The 
Peggy Eisenstein Holiday Gift Program” to honor her 

memory. Peggy was truly devoted to Aunt Martha’s for 
over 40 years as a foster parent, volunteer, and member 
of the Aunt Martha’s Board of Directors. Peggy and Jennifer 
Dreyfuss co-chaired NCJW’s Holiday Gift Project for more 
than 10 years, making sure that all the youth living in group 
homes received the gifts they requested. These teenagers 
were thrilled knowing there were people that cared for 
them and brought joy to them during the holidays. The 
duffels we prepared this year also have luggage tags made 
for each recipient’s identification, and on the back they say: 
“The Peggy Eisenstein Holiday Gift Project NCJW - South 
Cook wishes you a successful future."

This year we also donated hats and gloves to the children 
of Garfield School in Chicago Heights who needed them 
for the extremely cold weather. Lynne Oberman, Michelle 
Stern, and Bonnie Ribet shopped for warm accessories for 
the children. When we arrived at Garfield, the librarian was 
thrilled that there were plenty of hats and gloves for all the 
children that needed them.

Bonnie Ribet
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Book Clubs

Directory Updates
Members, please update your directory when contact information changes.  
Changes should be emailed to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net.  

New emails:
Sharon Berke
swinter723@gmail.com

Robert Held
robertsheld@gmail.com

Karlyn Hurowtiz
karlynsh@comcast.net

Bonnie Rubin
bonnie.rubin2125@sbcglobal.net

New addresses:
Amy Nathan  
215 Washington #1, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046 

Corrected address:
Sharon Winter Berke
apartment number is 14I  [not 
apartment 14]

Remove following telephone 
number:
Rosalie Silverman Lahn
[219] 924-4909

All articles for the next Bulletin 
should be emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com by March 15th.  

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. 
Please join us at 7:40 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s 
circulation desk. For information, call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or 
e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

MARCH 2
THE SECRET RIVER
by Kate Grenville
Host: Evie Rosen 
Facilitator: Carol Spector

MAY 4
YOU WILL KNOW ME
by Megan Abbott
Host: Barb Schwarz 
Facilitator: Susan Bayer

APRIL 6
NECESSARY LIES
by Diane Chamberlain  
Host: Susie Goldberg 
Facilitator: TBA

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
Please contact Irene Newman at inewman680@aol.com or  
(312) 867-0850 for more information.  New members are always welcome!

MARCH 9
THE VELVET HOURS
by Alyson Richman
Host: Susan Nusbaum
Facilitator: Susan Nusbaum
773-276-1484

MAY 11
THE COTTONCREST CURSE
by Michael H. Rubin
Host: Irene Newman
Facilitator: Beth Najberg
312-751-0285

JUNE 8
THE SUMMER GUEST
by Justin Cronin
Host: Kay Wier
Facilitator: Kay Wier
312-420-6961

APRIL 13
THE SUNFLOWER
by Simon Wiesenthal
Host: Bev Frank  
Facilitator: Peggy Goldberg
312-771-7001

Friendship Notes . . .
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will send 
notes to members observing life cycle events for themselves 
or immediate family members, including spouses, parents, 
siblings, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy recoveries, 
marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs. 

Please let Leslie know... Email her at lsilverman@amli.com or 
call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Mazel Tov/Congratulations
Eleanor Belson – Marriage of Granddaughter
Anna Marie Brodsky  - B’nai Mitzvah of Granddaughter and 
Grandson
Marla Brodsky – B’nai Mitzvah of Daughter and Son
Cathy Davis – Birth of Grandson  
Melani Davis – Birth of Granddaughter
Amanda Gaby - Marriage
Teri Gaby – Marriage of Daughter  
Dr. Steve Horowitz  - Marriage of Son
Renee Kaminsky  - B’nai Mitzvah of Granddaughter and 
Grandson
Robin Latman - Bar Mitzvah of Son
Tova Meron - Bat Mitzvah of Granddaughter
Robin Mintz – Marriage of Son and Daughter

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of you
Nancy Burrow - Husband
Joyce Himmel
Sharon Lorsch
Evelyn Rosen - Husband

Condolences
Cathy Davis - Father
Barbara Elson – Mother-in-law
Barbara Levin - Mother-in-law
Jennifer Levin Davis - Grandmother
Jeffrey and Gloria Lippert – Mother/Mother-in-law
Anne and John Oppenheimer – Mother/Mother-in-law
Barbara Sporn – Mother
Marcie Stern - Father

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW 
Tribute cards. To purchase or send a tribute, please 
contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or  
bmoss1121@yahoo.com.
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We mourn the loss of NCJW life member 
Sylvia Levin and NCJW members Jeanne 
Pokorny and Michelle Rubin.We extend 
our heartfelt condolences to their families.  
May their memory be a blessing.

mailto:dbbor@sbcglobal.net
tel:%28708%29 799-3355
mailto:annabellelake@gmail.com
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State Policy Advocacy
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

January marked the 44th anniversary of the US Supreme Court’s 
decision in Roe v. Wade, recognizing that the Constitution protects a 
woman’s fundamental right to make decisions about abortion. We are 
fortunate that in Illinois two new laws became effective on January 1st. 
The Illinois Contraceptive Coverage Act, HB 5576, mandates insurance 
companies provide coverage for all contraceptive drugs approved by 
the FDA. HB 1564 amends the HealthCare Right of Conscience Law 
to insure treatment options regardless of insurance provider religious 
beliefs.

DEFENDING SAFE AND LEGAL ABORTION IN ILLINOIS

Representative Sara Feigenholtz has introduced HB 40 in the Illinois 
House.  This bill strikes a dangerous “trigger” provision in the Illinois 
abortion law that would criminalize abortion if Roe v. Wade were 
overturned.  HB 40 ensures that women’s health care will be protected 
in Illinois, regardless of what happens to the Supreme Court in a Trump 
administration.  In addition, to protecting safe and legal abortion in 
Illinois, HB 40 will repeal the ban on abortion coverage in Medicaid and 
in State Employees Health Insurance, which would allow coverage of 
abortion like any other medical service.

Contact your State Representative TODAY and tell them to vote YES 
on HB 40 and support all future efforts to protect and improve access 
to legal and safe abortion in Illinois.

UPDATES ON BATTLE AGAINST SEX TRAFFICKING

JCAST CHICAGO (Jewish Coalition Against Sex Trafficking) has 
reported that Backpage.com, a long time facilitator of sex trafficking 
in the United States, shut down the “adult” section of its website on 
January 9th, hours before a hearing that was to take place.  The action 
came after the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
issued a damning report that shows incriminating evidence of Backpage’s 
illegal sex trafficking crimes.  

To give you a sense of how pervasive Backpage has been in bringing sex 
trafficking from the streets to the Internet, here are just a few facts:

• Backpage operates in 97 countries and 934 cities worldwide and has 
been valued at a half billion dollars.

• In 2013, 8 out of every 10 dollars spent on online commercial sex 

advertising in the US went to Backpage.

• Nearly ¾ of all suspected child sex trafficking is linked to Backpage 
and 80 – 100% of clients from Shared Hope International were bought 
and sold on Backpage.

Senators Rob Portman (R-OH) and Claire McCaskill (D-MO) are to 
be commended for their bipartisan report and leadership in this area. 
This step reflects the consistent efforts of survivor leaders, advocates, 
and community pressure to hold traffickers accountable and to see 
survivors as deserving of justice and support.

FIGHTING TRAFFICKING AND HELPING VICTIMS 

The National Human Trafficking Hotline is a national, anti-trafficking 
hotline and resource center serving victims and survivors of human 
trafficking and the anti-trafficking community in the United States.  The 
toll-free hotline is answered live 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year in more than 200 languages.  When you call the Hotline at 
1-888-373-7888, you can expect a specially trained and experienced 
Anti-Trafficking Hotline Advocate who will speak with you about 
your needs, your options, and the resources that are available to help.  
Assistance for victims in crisis is provided through safety planning, 
emotional support and/or immediate connections to emergency 
services through their network of trained service providers and law 
enforcement partners.  The National Hotline supports a victim’s right 
to choose and will not take action without the consent of the caller, 
except in circumstances where child abuse is suspected or if there is 
reason to believe that there is imminent harm to the caller or others.

The National Hotline has been in operation since December 7, 2007, 
by Polaris, a non-profit, non-governmental organization, whose mission 
is to eradicate trafficking. Funding is provided by the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) and other private donors and 
supporters.

The National Hotline can also be accessed by emailing help@
humantraffickinghotline.org, submitting a tip through the 
online tip reporting form, and visiting the web portal at www.
humantraffickinghotline.org.

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
State Policy Advocates

Is Someone in Your Family Graduating? 
If you know of someone graduating this year from high school, college or graduate school, please email 
the student’s name to Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com.  The names will be listed in the bulletin coming 
out next spring.

NCJW South Cook Section has chosen Anita Lebowitz as our honoree for the CJC JUF Annual Event, which will be held on Sunday, May 
21, 2017 at Temple Anshe Sholom.  This year's honorees for the annual event were chosen by BYBS, Joliet Jewish Congregation and 
NCJW South Cook Section. Congratulations to Anita!  We are very proud she is representing NCJW South Cook at this event.

Sharon Johnson, President South Cook Section

CONGRATULATIONS ANITA!
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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by 
Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by 
safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

FEBRUARY
Feb 28 Executive Committee Meeting

MARCH
March 2 South Suburban Book Club
March 7 Board Meeting
March 9 Chicago Book Club
March 12 Purim
March 28 Executive Committee Meeting

APRIL
April 4 Board Meeting
April 6 South Suburban Book Club
April 7 Shabbat Services Honoring 
 South Cook’s 95th Anniversary
April 11-18 Passover
April 13 Chicago Book Club
April 25 Executive Committee Meeting
April 26 Irena Sendler event

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook’s website at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
1921-2016

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as 
you like.  Each month from September through May three winning tickets will be drawn 
for $100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 
24 chances to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix 
make great gifts too.  They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact 
Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

November Winners
$25 Linda Gordon
$50 Mona Rosenthal
$100 Craig Oberman

December Winners
$25 Judy Lohr
$50 Jessica Ribet
$100 Betti Goldberg

January Winners
$25 Marsha Sices
$50 Betti Goldberg
$100 Craig Oberman

GO ONLINE

Join your fellow members and sign up to receive your South 
Cook Bulletin by email.  Simply email Cathy Davis at
kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

NCJW South Cook has a website!  Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org.  You’ll find up to date events, information, 
and more! Have information or an event you’d like listed on 
the website?  Send your email to website@ncjwsouthcook.


