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REMEMBER TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, MARCH 15TH 
The Illinois General Primary Election will take place on March 15th.  Early 
voting will start on February 29th.  For information on all aspects of this 
event, visit www.elections.il.us. To review ratings for judges throughout 
Illinois, go to www.isba.org/public, and for ratings for judges in Cook 
County, go to www.chicagobar.org.

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

  
  

National Council of Jewish Women 
South Cook Section

Invites You to an Anti-Trafficking Seder

THE FREEDOM HAGGADAH 
❖	 Join our seder as we celebrate our Jewish 

heritage and our journey from slavery to 
freedom conducted by Rabbi Paul Caplan 
and Rabbi Carmit Harari.

❖	 Help bring the spirit and hope of Passover 
to the very real and serious human rights 
issue:  human trafficking. 

❖	 Human trafficking is not only a third-world 
problem.  It occurs in neighborhoods all 
over Chicago, throughout Illinois and the 
United States. 

❖	 This “modern day slavery” can be sexual 
or labor driven.  Prostitutes and laborers 
are caught in a web of bondage that targets 
women, children, the destitute and the 
lost who seek love and acceptance at the 
cost of their personal freedom.

Wednesday - March 30, 2016
Temple Anshe Sholom

20820 South Western Avenue
Olympia Fields, IL

6:00 PM
Meal provided

Please RSVP by March 23rd with choice 
of Chicken or Fish to Sharon Johnson at 

sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com 
or call 815-806-9248.

A partner with the Jewish United Fund
in serving our community.

This program is free of charge and
open to the public.
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This bulletin contains so much information 
about exciting spring programs. It’s time for 
Seders and Yad b’Yad.  Michelle Stern is busy 
planning Closing event, scheduled for May 25 
at Idlewild Country Club.  Gloria Lippert, Judy 
Mischel, Beth Bongard and their committees are 
busy preparing for Garden Walk on Sunday, 
June 26.

Thanks to this relatively warm winter I see 
buds on trees and green weeds poking through gravel pathways. I’ve 
nursed a rosemary plant on a sunny windowsill. From chicken soup to 
beef stew, each dish of comfort food contains a hint of spring fragrance.

Seven South Cook members are preparing for Washington Institute, 
held in Washington, DC in mid-March. It’s so exciting, especially in this 
Presidential primary season.  Like Michelle Obama, I am another Chicago, 
Hyde Park, Presidential woman headed to Washington –  amazing! We 
will meet with Senators Durbin and Kirk as well as Representative Robin 
Kelly to present NCJW’s initiatives.

As I approach the end of my Presidential term, I relish warm thoughts of 
seasons past and those yet to come.  Each has its unique spirit and sound, 
its unique look and lingering fragrance. I relish the strength of South Cook 
Section and its strong community of women and men who combine to 
create the dynamic organization we proudly call the National Council of 
Jewish Women.

Please contact me with comments and concerns. Together we continue to 
strengthen our community.

Lynne Oberman, President of NCJW South Cook Section
708-429-7008
lynnencjw@gmail.com

President’s Message  

❖		❖		❖

NCJW ISRAEL CONNECTION
The past few months in Israel have been difficult, with almost 
daily terror attacks throughout the country and attempts to 
subdue the progressive agenda of many of the human rights 
organizations.

NCJW has been at the side of our Israeli friends, sisters, and 
colleagues, helping them steer through the bad times and hope 
for a better future. We are proud to be partnering with Israeli 
organizations that are focused on gender equality, religious 
pluralism, and women’s empowerment. NCJW believes that 
having a strong civil society is essential to having a strong and safe 
democracy.

NCJW announces the 2016 Israel Granting Programs
Isha L’Isha – Haifa Feminist Center: Fighting Against 
Trafficking in Women and Prostitution project. This 
project works to end the sexual and physical abuse of women 
that is the sex industry. Their work advocates for change on 
the national level, educating the public about the abuses of the 
sex industry, direct assistance to women who are victims of 
extreme sexual, physical and emotional abuse, helping them leave 
prostitution behind and providing them with the tools needed to 
reclaim their lives.  Their direct service work in 2016 will focus 
on mail-order brides who are trafficked into the country.

The NCJW Research Institute for Innovation in 
Education at Hebrew University (RIFIE): Training 
Bedouin Women for the Workforce as Educators in the 
Pre-School Sector. This unique NCJW Research Institute for 
Innovation in Education project empowers Bedouin mothers 
who wish to work outside the home by training them for 
paraprofessional work and placement in the early childhood 
education sector in their communities.

Israel Hofshit: The Center for Training and Initiatives 
has emerged as the leader in organizing the public and training 
social change activists in Israel for freedom of and from religion. 
In order to integrate more Israeli women activists and leaders on 
gender issues into the larger movement, the center will seek to 
integrate alumni and faculty from the NCJW Women and Gender 
Studies Program at Tel Aviv University. 

Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance (JOH). 
NCJW’s grant will support the organization’s work meeting 
the specific needs of those in the transgender community who 
are too often excluded from programs and services available to 
gays, lesbians, and bisexuals. The grant will provide transgender 
activists in Jerusalem the security and flexibility to organize 
independently and unite with a stronger voice.

Yerushalmit Movement.  NCJW’s grant will enable the 
Movement to create women-led forums in neighborhoods across 
the city to promote equality and improve quality of life. For the 
first time, Ultra Orthodox Jewish women and Arab women will 
be engaged in the conversation to encourage civic collaboration 
among women activists of diverse religious sectors.

Hillel – The Right to Choose. For over 20 years, their 
mission has been to help those who chose to leave the Haredi 
ultra-Orthodox community and successfully integrate into Israeli 
society. The grant provides job training, tuition scholarships for 
education, funds for legal fees to battle their former husbands 
and families in the religious courts for custody over their 
children. The program targets 48 single mothers aged 18-30.

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth  
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

Dear Friends and Supporters of 
NCJW’s Israel Programs,

On January 31, 2016, the Israeli 
government proclaimed an 
official, fully-egalitarian space at the Kotel where men and women may 
pray together without gender barriers, where women may read from the 
Torah and wear prayer shawls, and where families may celebrate Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah ceremonies and other events together. 

We want to thank all of you who have helped make this possible. Success 
is sweet, but it does not always come quickly. It has been 27 years since 
this fight began! Enjoy it, thank yourself for being part of it through 
NCJW, but remember that the battle for gender equality is far from 
over. We need your support now more than ever to achieve a civil 
society in Israel where women have equal status.  

Having prayed with the Women of the Wall, ridden the gender-
segregated buses with the Freedom riders, spoken out as American Jews 
deeply disturbed at the lack of understanding of our desire to pray as we 
see fit, posted blogs, written articles, given financial support, we at NCJW 
feel a sense of deep satisfaction in sharing the success of the day.

Shari Eshet
Director, NCJW Israel Office

CELEBRATING OUR 
VICTORY AT THE  
WESTERN WALL



Our merry troupe of performers recently entertained boys and girls at Kennedy School in Tinley Park.  A good 
time was had by all!

Madam Announcer (Susie Goldberg) calls the cues as Sponge Bob 
(Peg Butler) flops on the deck and Lady Liberty (Sharon Johnson) lead 
us with a rousing version of “It’s A Grand Old Flag.”  The Birthday 
Girl (Frima Margolin) calls on audience members with birthdays this 
week or month or year to join us on stage for a celebration of joy. 
Approximately twelve South Cook members sing “The Wheels On 
The Bus” and do the “Hokey Pokey.”  

If you’d like to join us, contact Leslie Sigale. Try it. You’ll like it!

I tell school staff that we work for smiles and are richly rewarded.  Of 
course, these thank you notes are an added bonus.  Thank YOU, Kennedy staff and students.

Curious George,
AKA: Lynne Oberman
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❖		❖		❖

~ A Word from Our Partner ~
RESPOND NOW

To the members of the National Council of Jewish Women,
We would like to thank all of you for helping to make the 2015 
Respond Now Christmas store successful. Your generous 
donation of toys made Christmas merrier for over 1300 children 
this year. On behalf of the children, thank you for thinking of 
Respond Now.

Sue Perkins, Christmas Store Committee

PRAIRIE STATE COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION
Dear Ms. Oberman, Members of the 
Scholarship Committee, and NCJW South 
Cook Membership:

Thank you for your generous donation of $750 for three 
scholarships of $250 each this semester. Angelique, Nancy and 
Chona were appreciative recipients.

It was a pleasure to bring one of your former scholarship 
recipients, Meghan, to your Opening Luncheon.  She enjoyed 
meeting so many of the ladies responsible for her scholarship.

On behalf of the Directors of the PSC Foundation, as well as our 
grateful scholarship recipients, thanks not only for this generous 
donation but also for your support of our important mission.  The 
Foundation is proud to be a program that is supported by NCJW 
South Cook Section.

Best Regards,
Deborah Smith Havighorst
Executive Director

Dear Marianne [Switt],

Ron and I would like to thank NCJW South Cook Section for your 
generous welcome to our two new grandsons, Ari and Alex. In 
appreciation and to honor our two newest boys, please accept this 
check as a donation to the [Albine Gerson] layette project. As our “A” 
team continues to become a part of the greater Jewish family, so would 
we like to extend love and care to those less fortunate.

In Appreciation,
Zaneta and Ron Ruff and family

Cynthia Maddox
Adopt-a-School Project
ART & READING LOVERS!

Share your love of art and reading with the students at Garfield 
Elementary School in Chicago Heights.  Pick an artist or book to present 
to the students.  No long-term commitment required – you set the time 
and date and how often you want to participate.  Contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com or Frima Margolin at flmargolin@comcast.net to 
get started.

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences and support 
NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW Tribute cards. To 
purchase or send a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at 
(708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

❖		❖		❖

❖		❖		❖

If you know of someone who is graduating this Spring 2016 from high 
school, college or graduate school, send the name to: 

Cathy Davis
Home (708) 957-0086  •  Cell (708) 372-8732

Email: Kashazi@aol.com

Drop off or send a note: 2056 Braeburn Ave., Flossmoor, IL 60422

The name will be part of our graduates listing that comes out in the April 
bulletin. 

IS SOMEONE IN YOUR 
FAMILY GRADUATING 

THIS SPRING?



NCJW, Hunter Douglas Metals employees, and the Gallagher family combined their efforts to 
make 19 young adults very happy at the holiday season.  We bought gifts for two shelters, TIPS 
and Independence Home.  NCJW members were very generous making monetary donations, 
giving gift cards to stores like Macy’s and Target and several helped with the shopping.  A special 
thank you to Debra Borodkin and Gloria Lippert for their shopping efforts!

Thanks to the Gallagher family for their generosity to NCJW and Aunt Martha’s. They shopped 
for these children as if they were their own and wrapped each and every gift beautifully. Hunter 
Douglas employees made generous donations, shopped, enjoyed our annual lunch gift wrapping 
party, and many attended the party at Aunt Martha’s offices in Park Forest which was rewarding 
and emotional. 

The top gift this year was tablets! These kids wanted tablets they could use for school and to 
pursue their dreams! They were excited with all the gifts they received. These young adults 
were very engaging and they appreciated that all of us at the party cared and wanted to hear 
their stories. Several of the girls and boys performed for us, which was very moving. One of the 
boys got his wish to attend and play basketball for the University of North Carolina. He read 
a story he wrote about his difficult life and the lessons he learned.  It was a wonderful evening 
for the kids and all of those who attended! 

Bonnie Ribet,
Aunt Martha’s Holiday Gift Project chair
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~ Aunt Martha’s  Holiday Gift Project ~

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
Recently, through the generous support of the Iris 
Dreyfuss Fund, South Cook Section cosponsored a 
unique opportunity for Homewood’s James Hart School 
students to meet and learn from Holocaust survivor 
Marion Blumenthal Lazan. Ms Lazan coauthored a book, 
FOUR PERFECT PEBBLES, A HOLOCAUST STORY, 
which she graciously inscribed to us and will be gifted to 
Beit AmiChai for the religious school’s library.

Following is a note of thanks we received from the James 
Hart School:

Dear National Council of Jewish Women,

Thank you so much for your generous donation to make 
Marion Blumenthal Lazan’s visit possible. Marion was 
such a moving and inspiring speaker! Our students will 
never forget her words of hope and forgiveness, as they 
are as relevant today as they were more than 75 years 
ago.
From the bottom of our hearts, we would like to thank 
you for making this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
possible for our students.

Sincerely,
Maureen Daley and Ellen Noonan
James Hart Reading Department

WHAT IS LIFE ABOUT
 By Bejor Weathersby Grove,

 Aunt Martha’s Independence Place

As a kid
You love Christmas

Never really understand its importance
You eagerly await the day

And hope for a good performance
As a teenager
You’re a pro

Acting like you aren’t excited
You get what you get

And the day goes on, still divided
Depending on your character as an adult
You’re more appreciative of this moment

You carry a lot of tender memories
Which makes this one all the more potent
But in these three critical stages of growth

We tend to forget What Life Is About
Spending our days believing what is better within

is actually better without
We hope to receive what we feel we deserve

This isn’t an entirely selfish thought
You learn what you are taught

It’s how you know you are human
But the bliss of Christmas

Isn’t wishing to earn
It is wishing to give

And expecting nothing in return

Dear Lynne and Board of Directors of NCJW,

I appreciate receiving the directory this year with its 
colorful cover and informative contents. Enclosed 
is a donation and payment for mailing. Wishing 
you all a happy, healthy and productive New Year 
2016. Although miles away, I still have strong ties to 
the South Suburbs and enjoy reading about all the 
activities and events.

Fondly,
Dalia Podwol

Aunt Martha’s continued….
Have you ever asked yourself why we give so generously to young men and women 
served by Aunt Martha’s? Why the mitzvah of tzdaka feels so wonderful? Why we 
enjoy the good deed of giving to others? Please read the poetry below. Its author 
shared his talent and gave thanks at Aunt Martha’s holiday gift giving party.  I was 
deeply touched and wanted to share this young man’s insight.

Lynne Oberman
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Directory Updates
Members, please update your directory when contact information 
changes.  Changes should be emailed to Debra Borodkin at 
dbbor@sbcglobal.net.  

New Life Member, in honor of
Shirley & George Kline:
Neal Goldberg

Updates and Corrections:
Judy Beck
corrected cell number: 708-925-2784
new home number: 561-739-8265

Tedi Cohen - Apt 615 (not 15)

Lauren Sax
new email:  lauren41853@gmail.com

Lee & Sol Yates
new address:  
Gidwitz Place 
1551 Lake Cook Road, Unit 628
Deerfield, IL 60015

Add to Snowbirds:
Lee & Sol Yates
8135 Collins Ave, Unit 1414
Miami Beach, FL 33141

Mistakenly left out of Directory:
Rachel Murphy (Christopher)
357 Harris Ave
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514

Page 17 of Directory:
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 2nd District: Robin Kelly’s 
address:  1239 Longworth HOB 

Friendship Notes . . .
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will send notes to 
members observing life cycle events for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy 
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  Please let Leslie know... Email 
her at lsilverman@amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Speedy Recovery /Thinking of you
Marlene Drucker – Husband
Betti Goldberg – Husband
Davida Levy
Sue Nachinson
Evelyn Rosen – Husband
Zaneta Ruff
Ira Stone

Mazel Tov
Diane Bedrosian – birth of Grandson
Shari Cohen – birth of Grandson
Lois Fine –  birth of great-Granddaughter and great-Grandson            
Stephanie Fine-Roughton – birth of Son         
Susan Fine – birth of Granddaughter and Grandson      
Mimi Mesirow – birth of Grandson
Bonnie Mosbacher – Bar Mitzvah of Grandson
Joanne Zitter – birth of Granddaughter

Condolences
Jennifer and David Dreyfuss – Father/Father in law
Dorothy Finder – Brother
Cindy Lerner Gilbert – Father-in-law
Maureen Kelly –  Sister in law
Susan Kluger – Mother
Gladys Lassner – Husband
Beth Lichtenberg – Stepfather
Judy Lohr – Husband
Lynda Mogilner – Father
Rori Narter – Father-in-law
Evie Plofsky – Brother

We mourn the loss of long time NCJW member Evie Matasar 
and NCJW life members Joyce Berry and Marsha Sklar. We 
offer our heartfelt condolences to their families.  May their 
memories be a blessing.

All articles for the April/May Bulletin should be 
emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com by March 15th.  

South Suburban Book Club 
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. 
Please join us at 7:40 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s 
circulation desk. For information call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail 
annabellelake@gmail.com.

MARCH 3
ONCE WE WERE BROTHERS by Ronald H. Balson
Hostess: Magda Roth
Facilitator: Susan Bayer

APRIL 7
LYSETTE’S LIST by Susan Vreeland
Hostess: Susie Goldberg
Facilitator: TBA

MAY 5
MAGIC HOUR by Kristin Hannah
Hostess: TBA
Facilitator:  Lynne Oberman

Book Clubs
Chicago Book Club
Please contact Irene Newman at inewman680@aol.com or (312) 
867-0850 for more information.  New members are always 
welcome!

MARCH 10
THE KINDNESS by Polly Samson
Hostess:  Irene Newman

APRIL 14
FLOWERS IN THE BLOOD by Gay Courter
Hostess:  Beth Najberg

Directory Updates
& Corrections
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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by 
Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by 
safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Join your fellow members and
sign up to receive your South Cook Bulletin by email.

Simply email Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you 
like.  Each month from September through May three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, 
$50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances 
to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make great 
gifts too.  They are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz at 
(708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

FEBRUARY
February 23 Executive Committee Meeting

MARCH
March 1 Board Meeting
March 3 South Suburban Book Club
March 10 Chicago Book Club
March 13 Washington Institute
March 19-20 Havdalah Service and 
 Mosaic Project
March 22 Executive Committee Meeting
March 30 Anti-Trafficking Seder

APRIL
April 5 Board Meeting
April 7 South Suburban Book Club
April 14 Chicago Book Club
April 26 Executive Committee Meeting

JANUARY WINNERS 
$25 Lynne Oberman
$50 Pat Arnold
$100 Gayle Weil

DECEMBER WINNERS
$25 Fran Licht
$50 Renee Kaminsky
$100 Joan Plusser

FEBRUARY WINNERS 
$25 Vicki Meilach
$50 Judy Lohr-Safcik
$100 Fran Licht


