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NCJW Website
NCJW South Cook Section has a website!  www.ncjwsouthcook.org is a quick and easy 
way to see events that are happening, books that the book clubs are reading and contact 
information if you have a question about an event or project.  

To have your events, articles, projects and more placed on our website, email the 
information to: website@ncjwsouthcook.org.  Please include the following: where the 

information should be placed (ie. the book club page), what the information is (ie. the date and name of the book 
for the book club) and who I can contact if I need more information.  
Amy Bloomberg, Website chair

Join Dr. Ladin-Panzer for an entertaining evening with a reading 
from her book and an enlightening discussion. **

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015
Temple Anshe Sholom, Olympia Fields

6:30 PM
REFRESHMENTS SERVED

$5 Student, $10 RSVP, $15 at the door

South Cook Section is pleased to announce its 
newest Iris Dreyfuss Volunteer Recognition 
Award recipient, Bonnie Ribet.  Congratulations, 
Bonnie!  We appreciate all that you do for 
NCJW!  An event is currently being planned for 
Spring 2016. Stay tuned for more information in 
the coming months.

Iris DreyfussVolunteer 
Recognition Award Recipient

BONNIE RIBET

NCJW Fall Event

A Life Less Lived is a verbal painting of mid-20th 
century Jewish immigrant life and the struggles of one 
family to fit themselves and their children into a new 
and different culture. It is interwoven with strands of 
the larger American culture and the vibrant city that 
is Chicago. 

Growing up in Chicago during the 1940’s and 50’s, 
this family deals with all of the problems of life in a 
new and strange world.  Life will never be the same 
for them. 

Dr. Eileen Ladin-Panzer has a Ph.D. in 
Educational Public Policy Analysis from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago and 
spent over thirty years in the Chicago 
Public School system as an educator.  
This book fulfills her lifelong desire to be 
a writer.

Contact:  Sharon Johnson at sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com (815) 806-9248 
or Jamie Benovic at jbenovic@gmail.com

Please RSVP:  Checks payable to NCJW
Mail to Sharon Johnson, 8248 Callista Drive, Frankfort, IL 60423

** A Life Less Lived is available at Amazon, Amazon Kindle, 
the CreateSpace Store and other book retailers.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!Join us at Opening Luncheon and Gift GalleriaWEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2015 10 AMIdlewild Country Club$45 Members  $50 non-Members
 ~ Featuring White House insider 

and author Melinda Bates ~RSVP to Carrie Tenny at jctenny@sbcglobal.com.
Questions? Contact Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com or (708) 227-5477 or 
Jody Markus at jodyann37@aol.com or (708) 748-4848.



2

NCJW founder Hannah G. Solomon 
wrote, “We add our voices to those 
who cry out that there is a standard 
below which we will not allow human 
beings to live.  In a democracy, all are 
responsible.”

This season Traveling Players directors 
Frima Margolin and Leslie Sigale created 
a script based on the theme, “Respect.”  

Respect is shown to the Police Officer helping students board 
the school bus as we sing “The-Wheels-On-The-Bus.” Hello Kitty 
respects the environment by always carrying her reusable shopping 
bag. Lady Liberty leads us in a rousing rendition of “It’s A Grand 
Old Flag” as we show respect for our nation. And, just for fun, 
Aretha arrives singing “R-E-S-P-E-C-T.”

South Cook Section’s Community Service programs continue to 
sing out. We add our voices in the community, guided by NCJW’s 
mission to strive for justice by respecting and improving the quality 
of life for women, children and families. As we begin our 95th year, 
we continue to support Hannah G. Solomon’s call for responsibility 
in supporting democracy.

Many thanks to Debra Borodkin and Gloria Lippert for producing 
the fantastic 2015-2016 South Cook Directory. Please consult 
the Directory and Bulletins, edited by Beth Lichtenberg, to find 
opportunities to volunteer and participate.  Add your voice to those 
of many other National Council of Jewish Women members... enjoy 
the feeling of R-E-S-P-E-C-T!

Lynne Oberman
(Proud) President of NCJW South Cook Section
lynnencjw@gmail.com

President’s Message  

Illlinois State Policy AdvocacyCommittee
POLICIES IN THE WORKPLACE

NATIONAL ISSUES
President Obama signed an Executive Order in early September extending paid sick leave to an additional 300,000 federal contracted workers. This 
is a good first step for working families — and Congress should follow the President’s lead. Right now, more than 43 million workers in 
41 states are forced to choose between their jobs and their families because they do not have access to paid sick days. This issue disproportionately 
impacts women, who face competing demands to balance work outside of the home with caring for themselves and their families. It also hurts low-
income earners, 80% of whom lack paid sick time.

The Healthy Families Act would address this struggle by allowing workers to earn up to seven paid sick days each year. 
This means working moms would no longer have to decide between caring for a sick child and losing a paycheck or even a job. It also 
means that women who face domestic violence would have time to seek counseling or find housing without risking financial security. 
Paid sick days legislation benefits businesses, families and the economy as a whole. Paid sick days laws have been enacted in states and jurisdictions 
across the country, and it’s time for Congress to broaden these protections to include all workers. Tell your lawmakers to support the Healthy 
Families Act to protect women, workers and families!

STATE ISSUES
The Illinois Senate is considering the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights (HB 1288), which would provide basic human rights protections to 
domestic workers, including relief from sexual violence.  The bill has passed out of the house and will be heard again in the Senate.

Why does it matter? 
From our partner, the Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation: “Domestic workers - workers paid by a single person within their private 
household - in Illinois are currently excluded from legal protection against sexual violence in the workplace. If passed, HB 1288 would change the law 
to give domestic workers the same basic protections against sexual violence at work as the rest of us. Domestic workers - most of whom are women - 
care for the things families value the most: children, homes, parents and neighbors. Domestic workers do the work that makes all other work possible. 
Working alone in the homes of others, they are particularly isolated and vulnerable to sexual violence. Their work is invaluable, and they deserve to 
work in conditions of safety and dignity like all other workers.” 

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan, NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

First Time in the South Suburbs!

presents
Tali Goldberg’s documentary 
Lia (1:00 pm)
with 
Mati Harari and Arik Lubetski’s feature 
Apples from the Desert
(2:45 pm)

An amazing Double Feature with 
discussions following each film led by
Suzanne Patterson
15-minute intermission between films

Sunday, November 15
Marcus Chicago Heights Cinema
1301 Hilltop Avenue

FREE and open 
to the public

In partnership with                               Funded by a  mini-grant     

israelifilmchi.org



Souper Evening
Thanks to Bonnie Ribet for graciously 
hosting a terrific social and informative 
evening at her home. Attendees were 
new and prospective South Cook 
members as well as current members 
looking for ways to increase their 
NCJW involvement.

Board members provided three delicious soups, salads and 
desserts. A special thanks to David Johnson (Mr. Sharon) 
for preparing Beef Barley soup AND for sending the recipe 
to me. I’d be happy to share it with you, just email your 
request to me.

I encourage EVERYONE to increase your NCJW 
participation as South Cook Section begins its 95th season. 
Some jobs don’t require standing; some jobs can be done in 
your home.  All activities provide a sense of satisfaction and 
just plain fun!

Volunteer to do mailing, stuff envelopes, bake cookies, pack 
layettes, volunteer at Garfield School, be on the mini-grant 
committee. Become a Traveling Player. Contact Debbie 
Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan to become involved in public 
advocacy issues.

Email me and I will direct your message to the committee 
chairperson. Again, thanks to Bonnie, the Board of 
Directors and everyone attending. It was a SOUPER/SUPER 
evening.

Lynne Oberman
lynnencjw@gmail.com
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Friendship Notes . . .
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will 
send notes to members observing life cycle events for 
themselves or immediate family members, including 
spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for births 
and deaths, speedy recoveries, marriages and bar/
bat mitzvahs.  Please let Leslie know... Email her at 
lsilverman@amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Condolences
Steven Horowitz – Mother
Vera Greenebaum – Companion
Iris Shaffer – Father
 
Mazel Tov
Judy Fleischer – Birth of Grandson
Lynn Gaby – Birth of Grandson
Risa Graff – Birth of Grandson
Barbara Silberman – Birth of Great-grandson
Barbara Sporn – Birth of Granddaughter

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of you
Debbie Banach – Mother-in-law
Ilene Banach – Mother-in-law
Jamie Benovic – Father
Marta Krengel – Father
Judy Mischel – Mother

v v v

SOUTH SUBURBAN  
BOOK CLUB 

South Suburban Book Club meets on the 
first Thursday of each month. Please join 
us at 7:40 PM. Books are available at the 
Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For 
information call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-
3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

OCTOBER 1
THE LOST WIFE by Alyson Richman
Hostess: Barb Schwarz
Facilitator: Marsha Sices

NOVEMBER 5
SOUTH OF BROAD by Pat Conroy
Hostesses: Lynne Oberman & Lois Fine
Facilitator: Elyse Miller

DECEMBER 3
CHINA DOLLS by Lisa See
Hostess: Elyse Miller
Facilitator: Marianne Switt

Book Clubs
CHICAGO BOOK CLUB

P l e a se  con t a c t  I r e n e  Newman  a t 
i n e w m a n 6 8 0 @ a o l . c o m  f o r  m o r e 
information.  New members are always 
welcome!

OCTOBER 8 
GOOD CHINESE WIFE 
by Susan Blumberg-Kason
Hostess/Facilitator:  Irene Newman

NOVEMBER 12
A BACKPACK, A BEAR AND EIGHT 
CRATES OF VODKA by Lev Golinkin
Hostess/Facilitator:  Loretta Kaminsky

DECEMBER 10
FLOWERS IN THE BLOOD 
by Gay Courter
Hostess/Facilitator:  Beth Najberg

SCHOOL MITZVAH PROJECT
T h i s  y e a r ,  w o r k i n g  i n 
collaboration with Alene Rutzky 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago, NCJW 
South Cook Section assisted 
17 Jewish students with their 
back-to-school supplies.  Alene 
Rutzky collected from each 
of the students their school-
specific supply lists, and South 
Cook filled them. In addition 
to school supplies, South Cook 
provided a new backpack and 
$25 Target gift card for each child to use towards a new pair of sneakers.

Michelle Stern, School Mitzvah co-chair

MINI-GRANTS
“Poetry in Motion,” “4th Grade Anthology,” and “Bringing the Outside Indoors” are 
some of the creative and thought provoking projects that took place in local schools 
last year.  Mini-Grants, an NCJW program, provides funding of up to $350 to 
teachers so that these projects and activities can take place. 

Are you interested in making a difference in the education of children in our 
community?  Are you excited about encouraging creativity and critical thinking in the 
classroom?  If so, then please join our Mini-Grant committee!  The committee will 
be limited to the first ten members expressing interest.

On Monday, November 2, members will pick up the completed applications at the 
home of Evelyn Rosen. Each application will be read and given preliminary rankings.  
The committee will meet on Tuesday, November 10 to discuss all the applications and 
award the Mini-Grants.  These meeting are enjoyable and lively with discussions about 
each proposal.  

Mini-Grants is a meaningful short-term project and a great way to meet members of 
our Section. Questions? Contact Evelyn Rosen at evenhow@aol.com.

Evelyn Rosen, Mini-Grants Chair

All articles for the December/January Bulletin should be emailed to 
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com by November 15th.  

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW 
Tribute cards. To purchase or send a tribute, please 
contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or 
bmoss1121@yahoo.com.
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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn 
progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social 
justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by 
safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Join your fellow members and
sign up to receive your

outh Cook Bulletin by email.
Simply email Cathy Davis at

kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  
Purchase as many $10 tickets as you like.  Each month 
from September through May three winning tickets will 
be drawn for $100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back 

in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances to win each year, with eight drawings 
and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make great gifts too.  They are perfect when the 
occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@
sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

OCTOBER
October 1 South Suburban Book Club
October 6 Board Meeting
October 7 Opening Luncheon & Gift Galleria
October 8 Chicago Book Club
October 27 Executive Committee Meeting

NOVEMBER
November 3 Board Meeting
November 4 Fall Event
November 5 South Suburban Book Club
November 12 Chicago Book Club
November 15 Festival of Israeli Cinema
 in South Suburbs
November 24 Executive Committee Meeting

Directory Updates
Members, please update your 
directory when contact information 
changes.  Changes should be 
emailed to Debra Borodkin at 
dbbor@sbcglobal.net.  

Welcome to our 
New Life Members!
Carol Gilbert
Lynn Gordon

IS SOMEONE IN 
YOUR FAMILY 

GRADUATING THIS SPRING?
If you know of someone who is graduating 
this Spring 2016 from high school, college 
or graduate school, send the name to: 

Cathy Davis
Home (708) 957-0086. Leave a message
Cell (708) 372-8732. Leave a message

or text me
Email: Kashazi@aol.com

Drop off or send a note: 2056 Braeburn 
Ave., Flossmoor, IL 60422

The name will be part of our graduates listing 
that comes out in the April bulletin. 


