NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ARIZONA THEATRE COMPANY NEW WORKS PROGRAM FEATURES
PUBLIC READING OF how to make an AMERICAN SON, NOV. 18
Editors Please Note: capitalization of the name of the playwright and play is accurate.

PHOENIX, Ariz. (Nov. 5, 2019): The first public reading of the new play,
how to make an American Son, by Arizona Theatre Company (Sean Daniels,
Artistic Director; Billy Russo, Managing Director) Artistic Associate and playwright
christopher oscar peña, is at 6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 18 at the Arizona State
University Performing and Media Arts Building (APMA), Room 131. Parking is
free in the lot on the corner of Rural and University.
The reading, which is free and open to the public, will complete a four-day
workshop of the play, which begins Nov. 15. The workshop and public reading is
part of ATC Artistic Director Sean Daniels’ commitment to introduce Arizona
theatergoers to new plays from the world’s best playwrights.
how to make an American Son is the story of Honduran-born “model
immigrant” and business mogul, Mando, whose cleaning empire is bracing for a
downturn forcing him to rein in his over-privileged American son Orlando, who is
living large on dad’s dime.

To teach him a lesson, Mando puts Orlando on the floor with the cleaning
team. But, in the wake of personal gay-bashing, Orlando suddenly finds himself
responsible for the fate of a treasured undocumented worker and the future of his
father’s entire enterprise.
“It is an insightful and eye-opening play about the complexities of privilege,
status, sexual identity and legal status within a newly wealthy immigrant family,”
Daniels said.
The reading will feature an all-Arizona cast directed by Kimberly Senior,
who directed the Broadway production of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize winning play
Disgraced by Ayad Akhtar. Senior is an award-winning Resident Director at
Writers Theatre and an Associate Artist at TimeLine Theatre, both in Chicago.
Actors in the workshop cast are Roberto Garcia (Mando), Anthony DiazMuniz (Orlando), Alida Holguín Gunn (Mercedes), Marcelino Quiñónez (Rafael),
Matthew Milne (Sean) and David Dickenson (Dick).
Playwright peña, is a story-teller originally from the Silicon Valley. Before
joining ATC Artistic Director Sean Daniels in Arizona, he co-directed the world
premiere of Daniel’s adaptation of Jack Kerouac’s “lost novel” The Haunted
Life at Merrimack Rep. The production marked the first time the Kerouac Estate
had ever sanctioned an official theatrical adaptation of Kerouac’s work.
Most recently as a playwright, the Clarence Brown Theatre commissioned
and produced the world premiere of his play The Strangers. In New York, the
Flea Theatre produced the world premiere of his play a cautionary tail.
The reading and workshop also reflect ATC’s “important partnership with
Arizona State University for creative collaborations,” Daniels said.
For more information about Arizona Theatre Company, visit
www.arizonatheatre.org.
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About Arizona Theatre Company: Under new leadership, and now celebrating its 53rd-season,
Arizona Theatre Company is truly “The State Theatre.” Our company boasts the largest
subscriber base of any performing arts organization in Arizona, with more than 130,000 people

each year attending performances at the historic Temple of Music and Art in Tucson, and the
elegant Herberger Theater Center in downtown Phoenix.
Each season of high quality productions reflects the rich variety of world theatre – from classic to
contemporary plays, from musicals to new works – audiences enjoy the rich emotional
experience and joy that can only be captured through live theatre. ATC is the preeminent
professional theatre in the state of Arizona. Under the direction of Artistic Director Sean Daniels
and Managing Director Billy Russo, ATC operates in two cities – unlike any other League of
Resident Theaters (LORT) company in the country.
ATC shares the passion of the theatre through a wide array of outreach programs, educational
opportunities, access initiatives, and community events. With more than 700 Education &
Engagement activities through the schools and summer programs, ATC focuses on teaching
Arizona’s youth about the creative power of dramatic literature and how it can enrich their own
lives in multiple ways.

