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Drs. Bob Seymour and Jessica Leahy, owners of Wicopy Woods 
in Sebec, are the 2020 Maine Outstanding Tree Farmers. The 
Professor Emeritus and Professor, respectively, at the University 
of Maine School of Forest Resources steward the exemplary 130-
acre woodlot that promotes the growth of merchantable timber 
products, and multiple-use philosophy.

Seymour and Leahy, a husband and wife duo, purchased the 
property from Ron Locke in 2015. Locke, a forester himself, 
purchased the property in 1968 as a “run-down farm and 
“woodlot” and then began compiling seven journal volumes worth 
of data and details. This year marks the 50th anniversary of its 
Certified Tree Farm status, winning the Outstanding Tree Farm 
award in 1984. During Locke’s tenure as owner, Wicopy Woods 
became one of the Forest Steward Guild’s first Model Forests, one 
of only 25 in the United States.

Ron Locke, 1984 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year (left) stands with 2020 Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year Drs. 
Bob Seymour & Jessica Leahy at a field tour in 2018. Seymour and Leahy purchased Wicopy Woods from Locke in 2015. 
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Since purchasing the property, Seymour and Leahy 
have continued the extensive documentation of 
harvesting and silviculture practices over the years. 
This documentation includes a unique professional 
bird census that occurs regularly. They have also 
held numerous tours at the property for professional 
foresters, small woodlot owners, and students.

Beyond Wicopy Woods, the couple owns three 
additional Tree Farms in Hancock County, beginning 
their journey as Tree Farmers in 2015. The goal for 
all their properties is “active and ecologically minded 
forest management for the production of commercial 
timber products, recreation, wildlife habitat, soil and 
water quality, and other ecosystem services.”

Beyond their commitment to managing the land, 
as renowned professors at the University of Maine, 
Seymour and Leahy have collectively trained thousands 
of forestry and natural resource professionals. Their 
dedication to forestland and the profession of forestry is 
inspiring. Please join the Maine Tree Farm Committee 
in celebrating their accomplishments.

(Left to right) State Forester Cormier, Commissioner 
Beal, and Vince and Kathi Seiwert, Aroostook County 
Tree Farmers of they Year.

Outstanding Tree Farmers (continued)

(Left and right) Maine Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry Commissioner, Amanda 
Beal and State Forester, Patty Cormier presents Drs. 
Bob Seymour and Jessica Leahy (center) with their 
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Plaque at the 2020 
Maine agricultural Trades Show in January.

Vince and Kathi Seiwert are the Aroostook County Tree Farmers of the Year
Vince and Kathi Seiwert are the 2020 Aroostook 
County Outstanding Tree Farmers. They steward the 
Bombadil Tree Farm in Ashland. The original 128- 
acre parcel has been ATFS certified since 1978; a 
more recent purchase of 85 acres in 2006 brings the 
total acreage to 213. They have worked with many 
foresters over the decades, including Chester Gage, 
Ken White, Shawn Bugbee, and Randy Lagasse, the 
Aroostook County Chair. The Seiwerts employ a 
variety of silvicultural systems on their Tree Farm, 
including clearcut, single-tree and group selection, 
thinning and weeding, competition control via “hack’ 
n’ squirt,” pruning of crop trees, and reforestation of 
abandoned agricultural fields. Over 25 years, they have 
planted over 28 acres with 18,000 seedlings of white 
pine, white and Norway spruce, and larch. Vince does 
nearly all the harvesting himself, save for some “stand 
re-set” operations they contracted to a local harvesting 
company.

Vince has had a varied career, including as a lumberjack 
for the old Great Northern Company, 25 years of
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service as a Medical Doctor in the US Air Force, and 
teaching. Kathi is a restorative artist and works in her 
woods with a pruning saw. Together they rarely miss 
a chance to tell people about their Tree Farm. Vince 
maintains a YouTube channel, “Bombadil Tree Farm,” 
where he posts how-to videos showing his logging
techniques with a 4-wheel drive tractor, winch, and 
a small trailer. They split their time between Ashland 
and Georgia, where they have another woodlot, soon to 
become a Tree Farm as well.

See the Seiwert’s videos on YouTube by using this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ucmn5s6

Kathi Seiwert, right, discussing her involvement in the 
stewardship of the property with Tree Farm Inspecting 
Foresters, Randy Lagasse, Brett Gerrish, and Shawn 
Bugbee (left to right)

Maine Tree Farm and Project Learning Tree recently collaborated to help Tree Farmers from fourteen Maine 
counties who are planning to host tour groups from schools and the general public on their woodlots. PLT is a 
core project of the Maine TREE Foundation, which is also the fiscal sponsor for the Maine Tree Farm program. 
The Maine TREE (Timber Research & Environmental Education) Foundation’s mission is to educate for the 
sustainable use of the forest.

Thanks to a grant from the American Forest Foundation, the three workshops provided woodlot owners, land 
trust managers, and natural resource professionals with resources designed to help them tell their “Tree Farm 
Story” and lead activities out in their forest or during a visit to their local school. The Society of American 
Forester’s Walk in the Forest and Project Learning Tree’s Environmental Education Activity Guide served as 
primary resources. Workshops took place in Augusta, Standish, and Holden throughout January.

On hand to co-facilitate in Augusta and Holden was Anita Smith, the PLT steering committee chair and recent 
Maine Environmental Education Association Lifetime Achievement Award winner. She brought her backpack 
of tricks (literally) to lead the “Teaching Out of Doors” segment. Alanna Doughty, an environmental educator at 
Lakes Environmental Association in Bridgton, shared similar hints and strategies at the Standish event. A PLT 
activity aimed at informing the public about multiple-use forestry was led by wildlife biologist and long-time 
PLT facilitator, Barry Burgason, and Maine TREE Foundation’s executive director, Henry Whittemore. Maine 
Forest Service foresters Shane Duigan, Terri Coolong, Andy Shultz, and Julie Davenport were on hand to assist 
and lead the outdoor portion of the workshops.

Our “Next Step” is to check back in with participants to learn about their plans to hold future events. We will 
continue to provide support as they use what they’ve learned to engage the public in learning about their forest. 
We will also explore opportunities for additional workshops to help landowners tell their “Tree Farm Story.”

PLT for Tree Farmers Workshops Reach Landowners from Fourteen Counties

(Left) Long time PLT facilitator, Anita Smith shares information on “teaching out of doors” with participants in Augusta. 
(Center) Shane Duigan, Maine Forest Service District Foresters, answers questions in the woods in Standish. 
(Right) Participants in Holden engage in an ice-breaker activity lo learn about forest products. 



Tree Farming In Action at the China School’s Forest 
By: Anita Smith, China School’s Forest Steward
This winter, the students at China Primary and Middle Schools 
had front row seats to a unique wood harvest. The China 
School’s Forest, located adjacent to the schools, is a town-
owned tract of land set aside to demonstrate silvicultural 
strategies and educate the public about the Maine forest. The 
parcel is approximately 60 acres and contains a network of 
trails and 20 outdoor classroom areas that focus on a variety of 
forest, habitat, and wildlife features. The trails are open to the 
public and are maintained by a group of volunteers. Teachers 
frequently use the outdoor classroom areas to make hands-
on learning come alive for students, and public programs 
are offered for children and adults throughout the year. In 
1998, the China School Forest was recognized as the Maine 
Outstanding Tree Farm, and it continues to be a model for 
outdoor classrooms across the state of Maine.

In February and March, a wood harvest took place on approximately 20 acres of the property. The project was 
overseen by forester Harold Burnett, of Two Trees Forestry, and the logger was Tyler Reynolds, a resident of
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Featured Inspector: Harold Burnett
Harold Burnett is a consulting forester with Two Trees Forestry in 
Winthrop. He is also Maine Woodland Owners’ Land Trust forester. 
Harold got involved with Tree Farm because “a number of his 
landowning clients participated.” Harold said he “seeks motivated 
and ecologically minded landowners anywhere [he] can find them.”

Along with private family landowners, Harold also works with 
many land trusts, bird clubs, and municipalities. He enjoys working 
with these groups because “it forces [him] to analyze the audience, 
identify their needs, and be creative” with planning activities to 
meet multiple needs. 

Late in 2019, Harold worked with the China School’s Forest to 
update the forest management plan. A principal goal of the plan 
was to make the forestry story more active and visible to the 
students. The harvest held this winter was the first on the property 
since the Ice Storm of 1998. According to Burnett, the goal of the 
plan “is to rotate harvesting through the blocks at roughly 20-year 
intervals, so that one block is harvested every seven years, or so, 
allowing each K-8 student to observe harvesting at least once 
during their primary school years.”

When asked what the impact of Tree Farm is on landowners and 
communities, Harold replied, “In communities where [Tree Farm] 
is really featured, like China, it has significantly raised the level 
of awareness about forestry. People recognize and appreciate the 
green and white signs.”



TREE FARM PROFILE:  China School’s Forest
Owner(s): Town of China
Stewards: Anita Smith & Elaine Philbrook 
Town, County: China, Kennebec
Tree Farm Since: 1985
Acres: 80
Honors: 1998 Maine Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year

China. The last harvest in the forest was 
shortly after the 1998 Ice Storm, so it 
was time to remove areas of mature and 
over-mature fir, large hemlock, beech, and 
other hardwood species. This thoughtfully 
planned harvest will open up patches of the 
forest for new growth and provide more 
space for younger trees to grow while 
maintaining a diversity of species native to 
the property. A pre-commercial thinning was 
also done in the “Seed Tree” and the “Red 
Pine” demonstration areas.

Before the harvest, retired teacher and 
Project Learning Tree steering committee 
member Anita Smith visited many of the 
classrooms at China Primary and Middle 
Schools. She shared lessons with the 

students to prepare them for the upcoming harvest and to address concerns the students might have. Many 
students take great pride in “their forest,” and they were receptive to the lessons, goals, and reasons for the 
harvest. The lessons used the children’s book, Why Would Anyone Cut Down a Tree? by Roberta Burzynski 
and two Project Learning Tree activities, “Renewable or Not” and “Every Tree for Itself.” A public meeting and 
on-site tour were also offered to community members, and updates were posted on the Forest’s Facebook page 
to help inform as many people as possible. This summer, interpretive signs will be added at the harvest sites to 
explain the goals and objectives of the harvest and thinning.

During the harvest, all the middle school students and several primary school classes tromped through the 
woods for a visit to the harvest and thinning sites. Students were able to talk to the logger and forester, learn 
about what they were doing, and to ask questions. They were then able to see the processor operator at work 
as he delimbed trees and cut logs to length. It was an exciting experience for all the students and staff. Perhaps 
some of these young ones will become the next generation of forest stewards or choose a career in natural 
resource fields.

A school-wide Forest Day is planned for all the pre-k through 8th grade China School students in late May. The 
school has been holding these bi-annual events since 2000. Over 30 different, concurrent hands-on activities are 
led by natural resource professionals and local volunteers with all students outside for the whole day. During 
this event, the students will learn more about the harvest, forest habitats, and other topics related to the Maine 
environment. If necessary, this event may be postponed to the fall, considering the current COVID-19 situation.

The China School Forest harvest plan was featured in the Waterville Sentinel.
Access the article here: tinyurl.com/rrnzl64

Walking trail foot-bridge pre-harvest (left) and post harvest (right). 

(Left to right) Logger Tyler Reynolds, Anita Smith, 
Elaine Philbrook, and forester Harold Burnett. 



Funding Available to Improve Wildlife Habitat, Biodiversity, and Climate 
Values in Western Maine    
by Christine Parrish, New England Forestry Foundation Western Maine Project Coordinator

Eligible landowners encouraged to apply soon!

Family woodland owners with more than 10 acres in Western Maine 
interested in improving wildlife habitat are eligible for free ecological 
assessments of their land offered by the New England Forestry Foundation 
(NEFF), a 75-year-old regional organization devoted to sustainable forest 
management.

If an initial phone assessment by NEFF’s Farmington-based staff indicates 
a woodland can offer important fish, bird, and wildlife habitat in the 
geographic region covered under the grant-funded project, the NEFF 
ecologist will do a free site visit and identify reimbursable forest practices 
to improve habitat. NEFF staff then work with the landowner and their 
forester to integrate the forestry-for-habitat practices into the landowner’s 
forest management planning goals.

Woodlands that offer the highest habitat potential will be funded for 
reimbursement of on-the-ground work through a partnership with the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Reimbursements 
may cover pre-commercial thinning, crop tree release, developing denning 
and nesting trees, creating stream habitat and more. The project prioritizes 
working with family woodland owners who want to keep their land 
undeveloped and undivided for today’s and tomorrow’s generations while 
practicing long-term sustainable forestry. Reimbursements help make 
targeted habitat improvements affordable for landowners, particularly if the 
practices can be integrated into a scheduled harvest.

Western Maine, which is mostly forest and largely 
undeveloped, is the one of the last large blocks of forest 
in the eastern half of the country and provides habitat for 
a variety of wildlife, from Canada warblers to American 
pine marten, from moose to native brook trout. As a result, 
forestry, fishery, conservation and other organizations have 
focused on increasing the quality and variety of habitat 
in Western Maine through various programs, with some 
focusing on replacing culverts to improve trout habitat 
and others focusing on reimbursement for bird-friendly 
forest management plans. The NEFF project focuses on 
reimbursements for habitat improvement work on the 
ground, so woodland owners will need to have an existing 
forest management plan with a timber inventory to be 
eligible. Applicants need to have a site visit completed and 
application submitted by May 12.

For more information, see newenglandforestry.org/maine-
habitat or contact the New England Forestry Foundation 
Western Maine Project Coordinator at 207-203-9006 or at 
cparrish@newenglandforestry.org. A white birch marked with a “W” to indicate that it 

should be left standing to provide wildlife habitat.



A Message on COVID-19
Hi all. By now you are all aware of the seriousness of the current pandemic, and all the measures in place to 
slow the spread of the new corona virus. We, as Tree Farmers and the professionals who work with them, have 
a unique advantage in dealing with the situation—the woods! Here are some comments we have received from 
Tree Farmers around the state:

Pam Wells, Old Town: “I think that being outside in a forest will make people feel better. It’s been a 
very tough time with COVID-19.  Enjoy your forest and take care of yourself.”

Larry Beauregard, Brewer: “[My] thoughts about using our woods as a coping mechanism.  It 
works!  My wife and I (and our dog) are spending lots of time in our woods collecting sap and making 
syrup.  You know, a watched pot does boil. Stay safe all.”

Henry Whittemore, Readfield: “Darcy and I have been doing a lot of forest bathing these days!”

Dave Griswold, Auburn: “Everybody stay safe! Good time to go to a woodlot!”

Thanks for taking part in the Maine Tree Farm Program. Please stay healthy and safe!

Andy Shultz, Chair
Maine Tree Farm Committee

This February, the American Forest Foundation (AFF) held its 
annual National Leadership Community Conference in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Maine Tree Farm Committee Chair Andy Shultz, 
along with Program Coordinator Logan Johnson, and 2019 Maine 
Outstanding Tree Farmer Don Newell attended the conference. 
Amanda Mahaffey, Deputy Director of the Forest Stewards Guild 
and Brunswick resident, joined the group as well.

Each member of the group attended numerous panels and 
workshops throughout the 4-day conference. Shultz spoke on two 
panels about engaging landowners, and Mahaffey spoke during a 
session on engaging women landowners in forest stewardship.

The overarching theme of the conference was Growing, Strengthening, & Increasing Conservation Impact. Here 
are some key takeaways from the conference:

• There is benefit in creating inclusive and culturally competent committees to be able to learn from others 
with different backgrounds.

• Peer-to-peer networks can help landowners who have not yet found the value of working with forestry 
professionals are a great way to engage landowners in forest stewardship.

• AFF is tapping into financial markets to boost conservation efforts. These markets include carbon, wildlife 
and biodiversity, sustainability assurance, and wildfire risk reduction. We will be monitoring these efforts. 

The Maine contingent made many new connections and are already putting their learnings to work here in 
Maine. If you have any questions or are interested in attending next year’s National Leadership Community 
Conference, please contact Andy Shultz by email via chair@mainetreefarm.org.

Tree Farm’s National Leadership Community Conference

Tell us how you and your woods are doing! Forest thoughts and 
Tree Farm ideas are always welcome at info@mainetreefarm.org

Left to right: Amanda Mahaffey, Logan 
Johnson, Andy Shultz, and Don Newell



Yes! Yes! I will support the Maine Tree Farm Committee with a donation of:I will support the Maine Tree Farm Committee with a donation of:

□ $250   □ $150   □ $100  □ $50   □ $25  □ $250   □ $150   □ $100  □ $50   □ $25  □ Other: $□ Other: $
□ □ If needed for your record keeping, please check here if you require an invoice be generated and sentIf needed for your record keeping, please check here if you require an invoice be generated and sent

Please make checks payable to: The Maine TREE FoundationPlease make checks payable to: The Maine TREE Foundation  
Mail checks to: Maine Tree Foundation, 535 Civic Center Drive, Augusta ME, 04330Mail checks to: Maine Tree Foundation, 535 Civic Center Drive, Augusta ME, 04330

Please indicate Please indicate Maine Tree FarmMaine Tree Farm on the check on the check
Donate online using this linkDonate online using this link::  http://mainetreefarm.org/contribute/http://mainetreefarm.org/contribute/

Thank you so much for your support!Thank you so much for your support!
Please notePlease note: The Maine Tree Farm Program works very closely with the Maine TREE Foundation for administration : The Maine Tree Farm Program works very closely with the Maine TREE Foundation for administration 

support and fundraising. By making checks payable to the Maine Tree Foundation you will be able to take advantage of support and fundraising. By making checks payable to the Maine Tree Foundation you will be able to take advantage of 
their non-profit 501c (3) status.their non-profit 501c (3) status.  100% of your donation will go to the Maine Tree Farm Program. 100% of your donation will go to the Maine Tree Farm Program. 

Thank You 2019 Tree Farm Supporters!
King Pine ($10,000)

SAPPI Sapling (other contributors)
Sugar Maple ($1,000+) E.J. Carrier, Inc. Pride Manufacturing Company, LLC

Lumbra Hardwoods Hammond Lumber Company Robbins Lumber, Inc.
ND Paper Highland Farms Logging, LLC Seven Islands Land Co.

Red Spruce ($500+) Huber Engineered Woods Trees, Ltd.
E.D. Bessey & Son M & H Construction Treeline, Inc.

Katahdin Forest Management PalletOne Viking, Inc.
Pleasant River Lumber

Maine Tree Farm Committee
American Tree Farm System
535 Civic Center Drive
Augusta, ME  04330

The American Tree Farm System is a program 
of the American Forest Foundation


