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New America School-New Mexico 
Governing Council Minutes 

 
March 12, 2021 
4:30 P.M. 
1734 Isleta Blvd. 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
 
Board Members Present: Paul Rael (President), Charlotte Archuleta 
(Treasurer), Margarita Maestas (Secretary), Fred Silva 
 
Regrets Antoni Baca (President-Elect), Lalaine Stone, Charlotte Archuleta 
(Treasurer), Dominic Griego 
 
 
Staff/Others:  LaTricia Mathis (Principal), Susan Fox (Attorney), Ashley 
Wolfel (Vigil Group) 
 
1. Paul Rael called the meeting to order at 4:45 p.m.  
2. The mission statement was read by Paul Rael. 
 
Information items 

1. Principal report.  Still watching the legislative bills as they go through. 
There are a few bills that would positively impact NASNM.  One of 
concern is the requirement to provide a full-time nurse and HB33 which 
will impact student disciplinary measures.  Other bills to watch include 
the to support older students returning for a National diploma, hold 
harmless for enrollment, and a couple of finance-oriented bills. There 
will be a more in-depth report next month once the session is over and 
the Governor has begun signing bills. 

2. Small group learning has gone very well, of course now NASNM will 
transition to full-time learning March 30th.  There will be an update at 
the April meeting on what that looks like. The school does have a plan 
to return to full instruction, not all students are required to return, but a 
plan has ben developed with Leadership to address student needs safely.  
Most of the staff has at least the first vaccine shot.  Letters and calls will 
go out to families letting students know they can return. 

3. GC training needs to occur, there are free trainings through Charter 
Schools Division, or paid training on-demand from CES.  Those 
trainings are online and can be accessed at the GC member’s 
convenience.  LaTricia moved money into GC training to pay for those 
trainings, and is registering all GC members for those trainings.  All 
trainings need to be completed by June 1st.  Once they are registered, 
they will receive links for the trainings.  Most of the trainings are an 
hour long, and one must complete a short test at the end of each session 
to get credit for the training course. 
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Action Items 
1. Approval of agenda.  Motion to approve agenda as presented by Margarita Maestas, 

Seconded by Charlotte Archuleta.  No discussion, approval by all by roll call vote. 
Unanimous approval.  

2. Approval of Minutes of February 10th, 2021.  Motion to approve the minutes as presented 
made by Margarita Maestas, seconded by Charlotte Archuleta.  No discussion, all in 
favor based on roll call vote. Unanimous approval. 

3. Discussion and Action regarding financial reports and BARs.  Financial reports examined 
in Finance Meeting, Ashley went over the negative lines and the background information 
on the reasons.  Monies will be moved to bring everything into good standing. We need 
to spend down the remaining CARES funds by June 30th, which will be used to pay for 
summer school costs.  A few RfRs came in for various grants, so there were some 
positive deposits into the budget. Outstanding Pos were reviewed, there was a question 
on one, which needed to be closed.  In the coming month we will begin closing out open 
POs.   There are two BARS, one an increase based on the 40th day adjustment, which 
went to Board Training, and the second BAR is a new Technology grant which was used 
for software and personnel, the last BAR is another grant to provide emergency relief for 
technology, which the school can use for internet for students, it is a restrictive grant.  
Motion to approve BARS and financial reports as presented by Charlotte Archuleta, 
seconded by Margarita Maestas.  No discussion, approved by roll call vote.  Unanimous 
approval. 

 
 
4. Public Input-None 
5. Adjournment at 5:05 pm 
 
  
Next Meeting:  April 14, 2021 

 
 

 
Secretary, GC 

 


