
Thanks for doing your part to control gorse in our community. 
For more information visit: GORSEACTIONGROUP.ORG

HIGHWAY 101 GORSE
 REMOVAL DEMONSTRATION

Oregon Department of Transportation, City of Bandon,  
Currydale Farm Supply, Wild Rivers Coast Alliance. 

THANKS TO OUR PLOT SPONSORS:

AGRI-TECH DESIGN 
(541) 269-1971

COOS FOREST PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 
(541) 267-3161

OSU EXTENSION 
(541) 247-6672

ALL TERRAIN BRUSHING
(541) 290-2457

HABITAT CONSULTING 
(541) 554-1378

JENSEN’S TREE SERVICE 
(541) 404-6919

BY-THE-SEA GARDENS
(541) 347-9050

OREGON DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
SW OREGON
(541) 291-2680

SHUTTER CREEK CORRECTIONAL 
INSTITUTION CREW 
(541) 756-6666

BANDON HIGH SCHOOL NATIVE PLANT 
NURSERY
 (541) 347-4413 

WILLAMETTE VALLEY FORESTRY
(541) 913-5079

SPECIAL THANKS TO PROJECT PARTNERS AND SPONSORS:

Currydale Farm and
ODOT Weigh Station
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WHERE TO GO:

The Gorse Removal 
Demonstration plots are 

located on the east side of 
Highway 101, just south of 

Bandon, between mileposts 
276 and 277. Look for the  

Currydale Farms sign.
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ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Gorse is a highly invasive weed threatening our economy 
and environment — impacting farming, grazing, forestry, 
recreation, and native plants and animals. Gorse is also 
extremely flammable and poses a serious fire risk to coastal 
communities in southern Oregon.

Gorse demands aggressive and consistent management. 
The Highway 101 gorse removal demonstration project is a 
multi-year collaborative project that was designed to show  
various treatment methods that are available to tackle gorse. 

IT IS POSSIBLE TO CONTROL GORSE

Always be sure to manage gorse on your property, report 
new detections, and clean your equipment.



Productive crop lands, land near structures 
or water, small lots, dunes, wooded areas, 
native plants

Grinding + Herbicide HIGH2A

Productive Grazing Lands  Mowing + Herbicide + Grazing HIGH

FOR RECLAIMING REMOVAL METHOD Effectiveness

Land near water, wooded areas, native 
plants

Grinding and Cutting +  
Herbicide on cut stumps HIGH2B

Productive grazing, crop lands Grinding + Fertilizer + Seed LOW3A

Productive grazing, crop lands, small lots Grinding + Herbicide + Seed HIGH3B

Land near structures or water, small lots, 
wooded areas, native plants

Removal + Compost + Tilling +  
Native Plants MEDIUM4A

Land near structures or water, small lots, 
wooded areas, native plants

Removal + Compost + Plastic/Landscaping 
Fabric + Tilling + Native Plants LOW4B

Small lots, dunes Removal + Controlled burn LOW5A

Small lots, dunes Removal+ Controlled Burn + Herbicide HIGH5B

Small lots, land near structures Grinding + Herbicide LOW6A

Small lots, land near structures Grinding + Herbicide MEDIUM6B

Rights-of-way, productive timber Grinding + Herbicide HIGH6C

Rights-of-way, productive timber Grinding + Herbicide HIGH6D

Wooded areas, native plants, bluffs and 
slopes, rights-of-way, productive timber

Grinding + Herbicide HIGH7A

Wooded areas, native plants, bluffs and 
slopes, rights-of-way, productive timber

Grinding + Herbicide HIGH7B

Wooded areas, native plants, bluffs and 
slopes, rights-of-way, productive timber

Grinding + Herbicide HIGH7C

Wooded areas, native plants, bluffs and 
slopes, rights-of-way, productive timber

Grinding + Herbicide

See “Biological Control as a Tool to Help Manage Gorse” 
for more information.
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PLOT 2:
Grinding gorse to a mulch followed by spraying 
gorse resprouts can be highly effective in 
controlling gorse. 

PLOT 1: 
Mowing followed by herbicide and grazing can be 
effective in reclaiming productive lands. 

PLOT 8: 
Biocontrol plot.

PLOT 3:
These two treatment options demonstrate 
ways to reclaim small lots and valuable farm and 
pasture land that has been overtaken by gorse.

PLOT 4:
These two treatment options demonstrate 
ways to reclaim small lots and land with 
features that make other treatment options 
not possible. 

PLOT 5:
These treatment options are ideal for gorse 
infestations on small lots and dunes where 
burning is an option.

PLOT 6:
These herbicide treatments are used by 
Natural Resource Specialists on public lands 
and by contractors for hire.

FRONT PLOTS: 6A + 6B
REAR PLOTS: 6C + 6D

PLOT 7:
These treatment options are ideal for 
homeowners and for small properties.

FRONT PLOTS: 7A + 7B
REAR PLOTS: 7C + 7D

Use of burning must be carefully assessed due to the highly flammable 
nature of gorse. Contact your local fire-professionals for advice: 

Coos Forest Protective Association: 541-267-3161
These herbicide treatments are not for use near water!

HIGHWAY 101 GORSE
 REMOVAL DEMONSTRATION



Grind gorse into mulch using Skid Steer 
with a FeeCon Bull Hog mulching head

Apply herbicide to resprouts: Vastlan 
(Triclopyr, 55% ai) + Syl-tac EA 
surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

Repeat herbicide application Repeat herbicide application2A

1

Spring 2018 Fall 2018 Spring 2019 Fall 2019

Annual mowing
Apply herbicide to resprouts: Garlon 4 (Triclopyr) + 
Basecamp (2,4-D LV6 (ester)) + MSO Surfactant

Introduce cattle grazing 

Pre-Treatment 2015 Spring 2018Plot

Grind gorse into mulch using Skid Steer 
with a FeeCon Bull Hog mulching head. 
Use chainsaws to cut down gorse under 
trees or around water bodies. Apply 
herbicide: Vastlan (100% Triclopyr)

No action
Apply herbicide to resprouts: Vastlan 
(Triclopyr, 55% ai) + Syl-tac EA 
surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

No action2B

Grind gorse into mulch using large 
excavator with AFE RDM 52 head.

Apply Urea fertilizer No action Seed with coastal pasture mix 3A

Grind gorse into mulch using large 
excavator with AFE RDM 52 head

No action
Apply herbicide to resprouts: Garlon 3A 
(Triclopyr, 44% ai) + MSO surfactant  
(1 qrt/acre)

Seed with coastal pasture mix 3B

Remove gorse with small excavator, pile 
and compost on-site

No action Till land with tractor tiller (8-10’’ deep)

Till land with tractor tiller (8-10’’ deep) 
and plant with a variety of native trees & 
shrubs (1 gallon vine maple, twin berry,  
red osier dogwood, red currant, and willow)

4A

Remove gorse with small excavator, pile 
and compost on-site. Lay clear plastic & 
black landscaping fabric (4.5 oz woven) 
to suppress resprouts

No action No action
Remove plastic & landscaping fabric, till 
land with tractor tiller (8-10’’ deep), and 
plant native wildflower mix

4B

Remove gorse with small excavator, pile 
and do a controlled burn on-site

No action No action No action5A

Remove gorse with small excavator, pile 
and do a controlled burn on-site

Apply herbicide to resprouts: Vastlan 
(Triclopyr, 55% ai, 2 qrt/acre) +  
Syl-tac EA surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

No action Repeat herbicide application5B

Grind gorse into mulch using a small 
excavator with brush hound EX30 2000 
RPM head

Apply herbicide to resprouts: Hardware-
grade low concentration Triclopyr  
(8% ai), such as Ortho Tough Brush Killer 
Concentrate. Use max label rate  
(4 oz or ½ cup per gallon water) +  
MSO surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

No action Repeat herbicide application6A

Grind gorse into mulch using a small 
excavator with brush hound EX30 2000 
RPM head

Apply herbicide to resprouts: Crossbow 
(2,4-D + Triclopyr 16.5% ai) + Glyphosate 
(3%) + MSO surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

No action Repeat herbicide application6B

Grind gorse into mulch using a small 
excavator with brush hound EX30 2000 
RPM head

Apply Herbicide to resprouts: 2% Garlon 
4 Ultra (Triclopyr, 60% ai) +  
3% MSO Surfactant

No action Repeat herbicide application6C

Grind gorse into mulch using a small 
excavator with brush hound EX30 2000 
RPM head

Apply Herbicide to resprouts: 2% Garlon 
XRT (Triclopyr, 84% ai) + 1.5% Escort XP 
+ 6% Diuron (for seedling residual) + 3% 
MSO Surfactant + 8 oz Kinetic  
(silicone-base surfactant)

No action Repeat herbicide application6D

Grind gorse using a large excavator 
(Brown Brontosaurus 030) with 
285 hp Power Pack

Apply Herbicide: Vastlan (Triclopyr, 55% 
ai, 2 qrt/acre) + Syl-tac EA surfactant (1 
qrt/acre)

Evaluate land for gorse resprouts. 
Repeat herbicide application if needed.

Repeat herbicide application7A

Grind gorse using a large excavator 
(Brown Brontosaurus 030) with 
285 hp Power Pack

Apply Herbicide: Garlon 3A (Triclopyr, 
44% ai, 3 qrt/acre) + MSO surfactant
(1 qrt/acre)

Evaluate land for gorse resprouts. 
Repeat herbicide application if needed.

Repeat herbicide application7B

Grind gorse using a large excavator 
(Brown Brontosaurus 030) with 
285 hp Power Pack

Apply herbicide: Vastlan (Triclopyr, 55% 
ai, 2 qrt/acre) + Escort XP (Metsulfuron 
methyl, 1 oz/acre) + Syl-tac EA 
surfactant (1 qrt/acre)

Evaluate land for gorse resprouts. 
Repeat herbicide application if needed.

Repeat herbicide application7C

Grind gorse using a large excavator 
(Brown Brontosaurus 030) with 
285 hp Power Pack

Apply herbicide: Vastlan (Triclopyr, 55% 
ai, 2 qrt/acre) + Escort XP (Metsulfuron 
methyl, 1 oz/acre) + MSO surfactant  
(1 qrt/acre) 

Evaluate land for gorse resprouts. 
Repeat herbicide application if needed.

Repeat herbicide application7D
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HIGHWAY 101 GORSE
 REMOVAL DEMONSTRATION

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL AS A TOOL TO HELP MANAGE GORSE (PLOT 8)

Gorse reminded Irishman Lord Bennett of home, so he planted it when he founded the seaside town of Bandon 
back in 1873. Gorse has natural enemies in Ireland that are not found in Oregon. The goal of biological control is 
to find useful natural enemies, introduce them into the area of the target weed, and permanently establish them 
so they can provide continuing pest control with little or no additional human intervention.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Biological control (biocontrol) agents destroy plant 
tissues and cause stress to the weeds, making them less 
competitive against desirable plants. It may take 10-20 
years for an agent to successfully control a weed at the 
regional scale.

WILL BIOCONTROL AGENTS DAMAGE OTHER PLANTS ? 

No, gorse biological agents only feed upon and damage gorse. 

Two biological control agents, Exapion ulicis, a seed weevil, 
and Tetranychus lintearius, a spider mite, are already 
established in Oregon. The seed-feeding weevil may limit 
the amount of seed produced in some areas, while the 
spider mite has not been effective to date.

Oregon is awaiting final approval for the release of a third 
agent, thrips (Sericothrips staphylinus). Thrips weaken 
gorse by puncturing the outer cells of gorse stems and 
sucking out their juices. Studies have shown that when 
present in good numbers, thrips can reduce gorse 
vegetative growth and stunt flowering.

CONTACT GORSE ACTION GROUP
We can help you find the gorse removal resources you need!

EMAIL: GORSEACTIONGROUP@GMAIL.COM
PHONE: 541-435-1731

WEB: GORSEACTIONGROUP.ORG

IS BIOLOGICAL CONTROL SAFE?

Only safe, effective, and approved natural enemies will be 
used for biocontrol. Before release in Oregon, agents are 
rigorously tested to ensure that they are safe and will not 
become pests of crops and native plants and that they are 
clean from disease and parasites.


