
CLEAN AIR ASIA IN INDIA
Issue XIII • March - April Newsletter • 2018

The Embassy of Japan in India launched the Blue-Sky Initiative in 
January 2018 to introduce technology options for a cleaner India. 
With special emphasis on air quality, ‘Japan’s Blue-Sky Initiative’ 
attempts to promote cooperation in controlling India’s air pollution by making 
available and proliferating a list of efforts implemented by Japanese public and private sectors in India. 

A round table discussion on “Technology Landscape for Air Quality Management” was organized by CAA and Embassy 
of Japan in New Delhi on 7th March 2018. Seven Japanese companies made presentations on technology solutions to 
mitigate pollution from dust, waste burning, and vehicular emissions.   The discussion was presided over by Mr. Kenko 
Sone, Minister Counsellor, Economic and Development and  Mr. Sho Miura, Second Secretary Embassy of Japan, 

Mr. Bjarne Pederson, Executive Director, Clean Air Asia in his discussions mentioned that there is a need for providing 
technology as an option for clean air to cities in India which are looking for solutions. This dialogue he mentioned was 
the beginning of CAA’s intervention in facilitating the process of solution search from a technology perspective.

CAA is now developing a strategy to provide specific technology solution based on local needs of Indian cities. The 
meeting on March 7th was attended by senior city officials of 7 cities. CAA will now take these discussions 
forward with the local administration of cities which have shown interest. 

CAA initiates dialogue on Technology 
Solutions for Better Air Quality with 

Embassy of Japan in India

We have changed our 
number. Please call us at 

011-4039 5508

With air quality increasingly becoming a major concern for cities, 
there is a growing need for new clean technologies. On March 7th, 
2018 FCM and CAA signed a MoU to explore effective technology 
solutions to improve air quality and enhance industry awareness of 
clean city solutions.

CAA and FCM will work together to 
utilize CAA’s extensive regional air quality 
network and its years of experience in 
guiding national and city-level air pollution 
reduction, FCM will provide its leading 
air quality management solutions. FCM 
will bring its expertise in eco-driving and 
emissions reduction solutions to support 
CAA’s Green Freight and Logistics Program, 
which is at the forefront of the establishment 

CAA and Faurecia Clean Mobility 
(FCM) sign MoU to accelerate air 
quality solutions for India
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of regional and national green freight programs and initiatives. Effective air quality management starts with robust 
monitoring that can provide reliable data for risk assessment and prevention. FCM and CAA are also exploring the 
possibility of providing such monitoring solutions through sensors and software.

“The signing of the MOU with Clean Air 
Asia today marks a new positive milestone 
to deepen the collaboration in Asia we 
started three years ago, As a global leader 
in Sustainable Mobility, Faurecia has 
the clear objective of driving mobility 
and industry towards zero emissions. 
As part of our constantly growing open 
innovation ecosystem, the partnership 
with Clean Air Asia will enable us to 
achieve the shared vision of reducing the 
environmental impact of air pollution.”    

Christophe Schmitt, Executive Vice 
President, Faurecia Clean Mobility.

“Through this cooperation, we aim to help urban cities in 
Asia chart a cleaner, greener and more sustainable industrial 
trajectory, Clean Air Asia boasts high-level expertise in air 
quality management. The launch of this partnership with 
Faurecia will assist us in our aims to promote the broader 
uptake of cleaner fuels, vehicles and freight technologies, 
support more conducive transport strategies and policies, 
and encourage other manufacturers to embark on more 
environmentally sound development.”  

Bjarne Pedersen,  
Executive Director of Clean Air Asia

“We measure pollution in 300 cities in India and all of 
them are not non-attainment cities so obviously we have 
attainment. Thus, entire India cannot be brushed in one 
colour.

I have a very strong feeling that while source apportionment studies are 
important, and they must be carried out in terms of knowing what the priorities are. However, we need not wait for 
results from that and that was the perspective behind why CPCB issued the 42-action points. Basically, they laid down 
a road map that is very comprehensive.”

“If there is something that comes out from this meeting today, which is very innovative, we will be very happy to look at 
that.   We would like to see that if there is anything that we are missing out on. We would love to see the recommendations 
and definitely like to take this forward.

To my mind, all these steps that we have identified are fine but at some point of time we will need to move into some 
technological innovations as well as an integrated approach. This issue has been discussed so many time in the country 
in last few years that it has become a major issue and rightly so because this is the major health issue for everyone. We 
can keep saying that Delhi air is very polluted, but the fact is also that Delhi average life expectancy is second to Kerala’s. 
We need to arrive at scientific conclusions that are based on a number of parameters and not on a single parameter.”

“We in the Ministry strongly believes that air pollution is a major health problem and we need to address that in a very 
focussed and in a time bound manner.

The question is how all of us can join actually to make it happen. The only way we make it happen is when we all join 
together and pool in whatever good ideas we have. If somebody feels that we are not taking into account something, 
please inform us. We are very much willing to take forward the ideas. We are determined to dissolve this problem. We 
won’t be able to bring it to the no pollution level in the period of one year or so but very definitely we have the desire 
to move faster. The Indian government is very serious about this issue too. Any help we get to from people like you, is 
most welcome.”

Excerpts from the address by Shri A.K. Mehta, Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change at the National Consulation on Role of Innovation 
Cutting-edge Technology organised by Clean Air Asia and 
Faurecia Clean Mobility 
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The global festival, held in Bonn from 21-23 March, is the main event 
set up by the UN Sustainable Development Goals Action Campaign that 
aims to help drive progress towards the global goals. CAA India Director 

as a part of an interactive panel discussion on the Child Health Initiative 
(CHI) of the FIA Foundation, highlighted the need for better air quality as a strong component of SDG action.

The CHI brought experts in public health, child injury, air quality and sustainable mobility together for an engaging 
panel discussion with the audience of international development practitioners.

The Festival focused on three core themes: Innovation and disruptive change; Citizen engagement; and Communicating 
the SDGs. The UN SDG Action Campaign is a special initiative of the UN Secretary-General administered by the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) and mandated to support the UN system-wide and the Member States on advocacy 
and public engagement in the SDG implementation.

CAA India Director emphasized the need for identifying various entry points and seeing where the maximum impact is 
to achieve better air quality for children and other vulnerable communities. In the absence of a stand-alone air quality 
SDG, the importance of partnerships to achieve better air quality cannot be overemphasized.

CAA’s Youth Clean Air Network 
(YCAN), recently launched Clean 
Air Asia’s android application- 
VAYU at 2nd Gurugram Kala 
Utsav held on 30th March 2018 
in Gurugram, Haryana. YCAN 
generated ‘Hawai Adda- A Youth 
Dialogue’ at the exhibition stall set 
up for VAYU app. The exhibition 
stall provided a discussion 
platform wherein attendants 
interacted about the air of city and 
also pledged, using the ‘I Pledge’ feature of the VAYU app. 
YCAN engaged with youth, kids, old citizens and different 
environmental NGOs at the event to seek their perception 

about the quality of air that 
they breathe.

Prarthana Borah, India 
Director, Clean Air Asia, 
addressed the issue of air 
quality and the importance 
of air that we breathe by 
promoting the features of 
VAYU app. She eloquently 
talked about the use 
of VAYU app with its 
relevance in the daily life of 

an individual, which later at the event generated close to 
150 downloads of the VAYU app.

CAA brings Air Quality Dialogue 
to the Global Festival of Action for 
Sustainable Development at Bonn

YCAN brings VAYU app to Gurugram

A roundtable discussion on the Air Quality Management 
Status of 30 Indian Cities was held on 5th April 2018 in New 
Delhi. The report presented by Dr. Vasundhara Bhojvaid, India 
Program Manager (Air Quality), Clean Air Asia discussed the 
status of air quality management profiles of 30 cities. 

Clean Air Scorecard Tool(CAST) developed by CAA helps to 
give an overall clean air score to cities. CAST is an Excel-based 
tool which incorporates three indices: (i) Air Pollution and

Health, (ii) Clean Air Management Capacity, and (iii) Clean Air Policies and Actions. This whole 
assessment of cities was done between the period from September 2016 to July 2017.  In future, these scores can help to 
create a roadmap for state governments and policies regarding air quality can be formulated.

Peer Review of 30 Cities AQM Profile Report
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In order to support the development of a 
Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) for the city 
of Dehradun, Clean Air Asia organized a 
round table discussion for capacity building 
for developing a clean air action plan for 
Dehradun on 12th April 2018. The round 
table discussion was moderated by Mr. 
S. A. Murugesan, IAS, DM, Dehradun, 
Mr. S. P. Subudhi, Member Secretary, 
Uttarakhand Environment Protection and 
Pollution Control Board (UEPPCB) and Ms. 
Prarthana Borah, India Director, Clean Air 
Asia. Clean Air Asia explained the process 
of development of a CAAP, after which the 

round table discussion sought to address the main sources of pollution in the city and the manner in which a CAAP 
could be developed for the city. The round table discussion was attended by officials from the municipal corporation, 
the Mussoorie & Dehradun Development Authority, UEPPCB, technical institutes from the city and civil society 
organizations working in issues of waste management. 

In partnership with the 
Uttarakhand Environment 
Protection and Pollution 
Control Board (UEPPCB) 
and Gati Foundation, 
Clean Air Asia organized 
a one-day consultative 
discussion for “Bridging 
the Knowledge Gap in 
Air Quality Management 
in Indian Cities. City 
Consultation for Dehradun City” on 11th April 2018. 
Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation supported the 
consultation and it was attended by officials from different 
sectors in Dehradun, such as the state pollution control 
board, the municipal corporation, the forest department, 
health department, regional transport office, civil society 
organizations and technical organizations from the 
city. The consultation was inaugurated by Mr. S. K. Das. 
Former Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand, Mrs. Vibha Das, 

Former Secretary Education, 
Government of India, Mr. 
R. B. S. Rawat, Former 
PCCF, IFS, Uttarakhand and 
Mr. S.P. Subudhi, Member 
Secretary, UEPPCB. The 
objective of the workshop 
was to mainstream air 
quality into sectors like waste 
management, transport 
and so on and provide an 

overview of air quality management for Dehradun. This 
was achieved through interactive sessions in two panels 
that sought to address, governance, policy and air quality 
management for Dehradun; and health, technology and 
outreach initiatives to improve air quality management. 
Each thematic had key resource persons along with 
city officials from the city to encourage a collaborative 
dialogue and strengthen initiatives for positive air actions 
for Dehradun.

Clean Air Asia Initiates Activity for Devising a 
Clean Air Action Plan for Dehradun City

Clean Air Asia organizes city level consultation 
for ‘Bridging the Knowledge Gap on Air Quality 

Management in Indian Cities for Dehradun City’.
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CAA in News

CAA participated in this world conference organized by 
Confer Global in New Delhi. Pradeep Mehta, Manager Cities 
Certification, presented the Cities for Clean Air Certification 
Programme.   CAA’s Cities for Clean Air Certification acts as a 
guide in making targeted and informed decisions for the cities. 
By providing access to technical assistance, gaining lessons and 
insights from each other (best practices) and collectively address 
issues, work with public and private stakeholders, discovering 
innovative solutions to address air pollution and creating a forum 
for national and global recognition

As part of a  panel discussion on understanding the Market 
Drivers & Major Innovations/approaches in Emissions Control to address air pollution, Pradeep Mehta 
emphasized on public engagement in innovations and asked to Think Global and Act Local by taking ideas from other 
cities and countries and adapt them to local conditions. He also highlighted that businesses can play a major role and 
take air pollution as an opportunity and come up with innovations in emissions control.

An Orientation Programme on Youth Clean Air Network 
Video Challenge, organized by CAA was held at India 
International Centre, New Delhi on 20th April 2018. The 
orientation programme focused on the details of the video 
competition organized by YCAN and Embassy of The United 
States of America. The workshop was attended by 30 potential 
participants from Delhi-NCR. Orientation programme 
also turned out to be an opportunity for the participants to 
interact and put their environmental issues in front of others. 

New Delhi: With air quality increasingly becoming a major concern for cities, there is a growing need for powertrain 
electrification and new clean technologies. In this regard, Faurecia and Clean Air Asia are partnering to explore effective 
technology solutions to improve air quality and enhance industry awareness of clean city solutions, according to a company 
statement. Read More...

CAA participates at Pollution Control & 
Emissions Monitoring World Conference 2018

YCAN Video Challenge Orientation Workshop

Faurecia & Clean Air Asia partner for clean air solutions

The programme came out as a brainstorming session with a bilingual conversation where the participants were divided 
into two groups and were given some environmental issues which sought their perception for the air which they breathe 
and suggested few solutions.
Aarushi Tanwar, YCAN Coordinator, was also invited to Amity Radio Station 107.8 FM to promote the YCAN video 
challenge. Moreover, she discussed a range of topics like air pollution and related air quality, individual contribution to 
the environment, and the role of technology and youth in shaping the better world.
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Mail us: india@cleanairasia.org

Like us:    fb/cleanairasiaindia

Follow us:   twitter/cleanairasia

Visit us: www.cleanairasia.org

To unsubscribe, send us an E-mail on india@cleanairasia.org

Office: Basement C-3, Green Park Extension, New Delhi - 110016
Contact no.: +91 11  4039 5508

Announcements

A Youth Clean Air Network Video Challenge
To know more about the video challenge, click on the link: 

www.youthforcleanair.com

Air In Your City-
A Challenge or An Opportunity? 

YCAN Video Challenge

Clean Air Asia & Embassy of The United States of America

Present

Deadline for registration: 
20th May, 2018
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