
For us at Clean Air Asia India, it has been an eventful year. The announcement 
of the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) opened a window of opportunity 
for us since the NCAP put the responsibility of air action on cities. With a 
mission to advance better air quality in Asian cities what could be a lower 
hanging fruit for us!

Earlier in the year we completed assessment of air quality management 
profiles of 30 cities, a report that was developed through desk research, 
city level consultation and a peer review process. The report has positioned 
us strongly as a research and capacity support organisation especially in 
the cities we assessed, and we are happy that many of these cities have 
expressed interest in working with us to advance better air quality. It is with 
this motivation that we have agreed to work with 5-6 cities in the next 3 
years to help support development and implementation of better air action 
with the help of a solutions driven menu. We would also like to align our air 
quality work to the achievement of the SDGs, which is why in the absence of 
a stand alone goal for better air quality our work emphasizes on good health, 
smart urban development and addressing climate change, all of which have 
SDGs where targets mention better air in its achievement.

The year was productive as we have managed to formally agree to work 
with two smart cities, two state pollution control boards, one environment 
department and one municipal commission. This gives us the diversity to 
consider different entry points for air quality intervention. As Clean Air 
Asia’s goal has always been to leverage on our partnerships, we are proud 
to say that in 2018 we have managed to mainstream air quality into sectors 
where air was less discussed. Our partner NGOs who were earlier working in 
waste management and Swaach Bharat Abhiyan and did not otherwise talk 
about air are today talking about integrating clean air in their work. We have 
also managed to get together different departments working in transport, 
urban development and waste management to dialogue with state and city 
pollution control boards to discuss how to address air pollution.

Children continue to be the focus of our work as are the youth. The youth 
clean air network which we began about a year and half back today extends 
to 6 cities and is engaged not just in awareness activities but are also seeking 
solutions for clean air. We are now also focussing on child health and have 
made it a strong component of our air action work in cities. 

We will continue to work in 2019 towards developing a solutions menu for 
our cities and supporting the implementation of clean air action. Through 
our CLEAN AIR KNOWLEDGE NETWORK we will share experiences and 
good practices between cities to promote learning and sharing. We will 
also continue to leverage on our experiences from other cities in Asia and 
strengthen air action through knowledge transfer from other cities we are 
working in Asia.

 
Happy New Year! Let us continue to work towards Clean Air and Better 
Health in 2019

Prarthana Borah 
India Director
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Clean Air Asia India at the 10th 
Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ), 

in Kuching, 2018

Clean Air Asia’s biennial Better Air Quality 
(BAQ) Conference is the region’s leading air 
quality conference. BAQ provides a forum 
for the exchange of the latest air quality 
development and trends, and for networking, 
innovation and experience sharing. Clean 
Air Asia together with the Clean Air Forum 
Society of Malaysia, Malaysia’s Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment, 
State Government of Sarawak and the 
Natural Resources and Environment Board 
of Sarawak organized the 10th Better Air 
Quality (BAQ) Conference with a theme 
of Regional Action, Global Impact. The 
conference was held in Kuching, Sarawak, 
Malaysia from November 14-16, 2018. 

The Clean Air Asia India team led dialogues 
on 5 different thematic threads during 
the conference. The sessions were a 
huge success and diverse in terms of 

representation and discussion.  Speakers from Indian states and city  administratin 
as well as participants from countries like Maldives, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, 
United Kingdom, Germany and China were a part of the dialogues brought together 
by Clean Air Asia India.

1.      A discussion on learnings from Indian Cities brought together officials from 
different administrative departments of Indian cities to share experiences 
and discuss various measures taken up in the cities to tackle the issue of air 
pollution. It was observed that a city specific approach for actions towards 
better air needs to move parallelly with regional or nation-wide approaches. It 
was also noted that awareness pertaining to air quality and pollution needs to 
be communicated with health practitioners along with the general public.

2.      The Better Air Quality for Child-Friendly Cities session was organized in 
partnership with the FIA Foundation to facilitate a dialogue on the various 
vulnerabilities children are exposed to, due to hazards of air pollution and how 
it has become critical to respond to these issues in policies and pollution risk 
mitigation strategies. It was observed that it has become imperative to include 
child health in urban design and discuss strategies for the same on a national 
scale. This panel had experts from WHO, ARUP, UNICEF and ITDP debating 
on how children need to be the centre of the concept of child friendly cities 
and how air quality is a common thread that weaves the liveable city concept 
together with smart urban development, road safety and child friendly spaces.

3.      CAA India also organised a panel to address air pollution as a regional threat 
for South Asia. The session was attended by representatives from different 
countries who came to share their experiences on Solutions to Reduce Air 
Pollution in the region. It was acknowledged that since air pollution is also a 
cross boundary issue, a platform to discuss critical ideas, share knowledge and 
lessons on implementation among different countries could prove beneficial. A 
common idea that emerged out of the discussion was how important it is now 
to make air pollution a political agenda and how much it should be a priority 
for leaders as well as citizens of a country. 

4.      A special small group meeting promoting a dialogue on the importance of 
health networks and gaps in data co-relating air pollution with public health 
was held at the BAQ. The discussion engaged professionals from the field of 
public health, municipalities, academics and non-profit organizations and was 
led by the WHO India lead, Dr Manjeet Singh Saluja. It was observed that a 
platform for research, air pollution mitigation strategies and health initiatives 
in collaboration with other cities could prove to be a beneficial step towards 
taking actions to combat air pollution and its impacts.  

5.      The Technology Transfer for Air Pollution and Needs of Indian Cities dialogue 
was an interaction held between technology providers (who were at the BAQ 
to share their air pollution solutions) and Indian city officials. The discussion 
was about independent institutions working in assessment, calibration and 
standardization of economical technologies for monitoring air and mitigating 
risks due to poor air quality. It was also discussed how these institutions need to 
work with the government to provide consultancy and advocacy to accelerate 
the process of procurement of technology. Keeping in mind the unique climate 
conditions in the Indian scenario, technology providers must understand the 
need for technologies that can work under extreme climate condition with high 
accuracy, precision and specificity. 

Air Action Plan- 
Dehradun 

Clean Air Asia and the Uttarakhand 
Environment and Pollution Control 
Board has jointly developed an Air 
Action Plan for Dehradun city. The 
plan was developed following two 
stakeholder consultations held by CAA 
India in Dehradun where different line 
departments were asked to comment 
first on the outline of the plan and 
later to add specific action components 
pertaining to them.

A consultation meeting was organised 
by the UEPPCB under the chairmanship 
of Chairman UEPPCB and attended 
by officials from important city 
organizations such as Mussorie and 
Dehradun Development Authority 
(MDDA), Health Department, Urban 
Development (UD), Transport amongst 
others.

Clean Air Asia shared the CAAP for 
Dehradun city with various departments 
who unanimously agreed that such a 
plan was important for managing air 
quality in Dehradun. The chairman, 
UEPPCB also stressed on setting 
up a continuous ambient air quality 
monitoring framework in the city and 
notifying all city departments about 
necessary actions under the CAAP. 
UEPPCB has committed to continue to 
work to implement the Clean Air Action 
Plan activities in Dehradun with support 
from CAA India.

Air Action Plan - 
Agra 

CAA India with the Uttar Pradesh 
Pollution Control Board, Regional Office, 
Agra has been facilitating the process 
of developing an Air Action Plan for the 
city. Due to Agra’s importance from a 
heritage point of view, as it is home to 
the iconic mausoleum the Taj Mahal, 
and the state of ambient air pollution 
in the city, it is imperative to devise 
a systematic and implementable air 
action plan. In order to assist the city 
administration in this endeavour, Clean 
Air Asia has carried out an assessment 
of the air quality management status 
of the city through Clean Air Asia’s 
Clean Air Scorecard Tool (CAST) and 
conducted preliminary meetings with 
key stakeholders. Meetings have been 
conducted with the regional officers of 
the state pollution control board and 
the district magistrate, Agra district to 
appraise them of Clean Air Asia’s interest 
in supporting the administration in the 
development of the Clean Air Action Plan. 
CAA India in partnership with the UNEP 
Regional office in Bangkok and UNEP 
India is also in the process preparing a 
long- term air action plan strategy for 
Agra city.

Schools for Clean Air – Clean Air for 
Schools
With the objective CAA in partnership with UNICEF SE Asia has initiated a 
project that will involve schools as a driving force for clean air. The project 
being implemented in 3 Indian cities and one city in Vietnam involves tracking 
the quality of air in areas frequented by children and corelating this to health 
impact so as to facilitate clean air action in and by schools, parents and children.

Air Action Plan- 
Bhopal 

CAA India is assisting Bhopal Smart City 
mission in integrating air quality as part 
of the projects undertaken within the 
mission. CAA India director Prarthana 
Borah was invited by the smart city 
mission to comment on the draft plan 
prepared by the mission representatives. 
CAA India and Bhopal smart cities mission 
will now be working on advancing better 
air action in Bhopal city through direct 
interventions of addressing air pollution 
at source especially in the context 
of waste management and vehicular 
emissions

CAA India has signed an MoU with 
Bhubaneswar Smart City Mission towards 
creating a healthier more liveable city. 
Air monitoring sensors facilitated by 
CAA have been set up in 10 locations to 
strategically identify hotspots and track 
progress of smart city interventions 
being done. CAA will also help the smart 
city team to use data being generated 
to promote public engagement and 
position Bhubaneswar as a Child Friendly 
city that also promotes clean air.

Air Action Plan- 
Bhubaneswar
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Happy New Year 

CAA India in the Media

India Director Prarthana 
Borah gave a talk on 
current issues of air 
pollution and discussed 

air quality management with the students at 
the Climate Jamboree held by TERI University. 
An activity session that focussed on children 
addressing the issue of air pollution was 
conducted by the CAA India team where 
children came up with interesting solutions 
to clean up the air.

CAA India in Events
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