
All Ages Lesson – July 11, 2021 

BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD’S WAY 
 

Focus Scripture: Mark 6:14-29 

Purpose: To hear stories of faithful people long ago, and see how important it is for us to be       

      faithful today 

 

Preparation 
Worship Table – Green Cloth 

Pictures and materials for story and integrating the theme are at the end of the lesson. 

Pictures or photo album showing some of your family, including cousins if possible. 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
We light the Christ candle to remind us that God is always with us. 

 

Opening Prayer: 
Dear God, 

give us hearts that love you,  

voices to praise you,  

and courage to live in your way.  

Amen. 
 

Introducing the Theme 
I have brought some photos to share with you today. These are pictures of 

some of the members of my family. (Bring out your pictures or photo 

album and show your pictures to the children, explaining what you 

were doing together when the picture was taken, and which ones are 

your cousins.) Do you have any cousins? What are their names? Do any of them live nearby?  

Sometimes during the summer holidays we are lucky enough to have visits from our cousins.  

What do you like to do with your cousins when they come over? 
Like you, Jesus had brothers and sisters and cousins. Today’s Bible story is about one of 

Jesus’ cousins.  

 

Exploring the Theme  
Each week, we hear a story about Jesus – a story that helps us learn how God wants us to live. 

Let’s sing our song about Jesus’ stories. 

 



Sing: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus,” verse 1  
 

Lyrics 

Tell me the stories of Jesus, I love to hear 

Things I would ask Him to tell me, if He were here 

Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea 

Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 

 
You may remember seeing this picture before Christmas. (Show the 

teaching picture “Mary’s Song of Joy.”) After the angel Gabriel told Mary, 

Jesus’ mother, that she was going to have a baby, Mary decided to go to visit 

her cousin Elizabeth who was also going to have a baby. Elizabeth lived near 

Jerusalem, about three days’ travel away. Mary stayed at Elizabeth’s home for 

three months and they visited and planned and prepared for their babies. 

Elizabeth’s baby was due to be born first. Her husband, Zechariah, was a priest 

at the temple in Jerusalem. God told them to name their baby John. What did 

God tell Mary to name her baby? We don’t know if the families of Mary and 

Elizabeth got to visit each other very often, but maybe they did at special 

festival times when Mary and Joseph traveled to the temple in Jerusalem. 

(Show the teaching picture “John the baptizer.”) This is a picture 

of what John might have looked like after he grew up. He was a teacher who 

taught people that they needed to get ready for the coming of God’s special 

leader. He didn’t do this in the temple like his dad, but out in the wilderness 

near Jerusalem.   

Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter. He taught Jesus to be a carpenter.  

But one day Jesus heard God telling him that it was time to become a teacher. 

So he left the carpentry shop for his brothers and sisters to look after. He 

went to see his cousin John and was baptized by him. (Show the teaching picture “John 

Baptizes Jesus.”) John stayed preaching near Jerusalem and Jesus went back to become a 

teacher in the hillsides of Galilee, near his home. 

The only other story we have about Jesus’ cousin, John the baptizer, is the story about 

how he died. It too tells us about John faithfully doing God’s work. 

The king at that time was King Herod.  Like many others, he listened to what John the 

baptizer was saying.  He thought that John was a very interesting teacher, but some of the 

things John said upset Herod.  John told Herod that some of the ways he was living his life 

were not what God wanted.  John said that Herod’s marriage to his close relative Herodias 

was wrong.  This made Herod angry, and he had John put in prison, hoping that would 

stop John from speaking out about the king’s mistakes.  Then one day at his birthday party, 



Herod was so pleased with how his stepdaughter entertained his guests that he announced 

in front of them all that he would give her whatever she wanted as a gift.  She went to her 

mom, Herodias, for advice as to what gift she should ask for.  Herodias, who was still very 

angry with John the baptizer for telling Herod that their marriage was wrong, said that they 

should ask for John to die. King Herod was very sad. He hadn’t wanted John dead – he 

just wanted John to stop speaking out.  But since he had made a promise in front of all his 

guests, he did what his stepdaughter asked, and John died. 
 

WilliamTyndale 

John got into trouble with King Herod because he was honest and outspoken about how God 

wants us to live. Many, many years later, there was another man who got into trouble with his 

king for doing God’s work. His name was William Tyndale. 

William Tyndale lived in England, and his king was named King Henry the Eighth. In this 

time, people had just learned how to make books on a printing press. Before that, all of the 

books, including the Bible, had to be copied out by hand. (Show your Bible and try to help 

children imagine what it would be like to have to copy it all by hand.) This meant 

that there were not very many Bibles around. Mostly just the priests or ministers had them. 

Also, the Bible was not written in English. It was written in Greek and Hebrew, the languages 

used in Jesus’ time, and in Latin, which the priests knew. So the Bible needed to be translated 

into the languages that ordinary people could read. 
William Tyndale wanted all of the people in England to be able to have Bibles, in their 

own language. He could read Greek and Hebrew, so he translated the Bible into English. And 

since printing presses had been invented, it was easy to make lots of copies and give them to 

the people.  

However, some of the priests and church leaders didn’t think this was a good idea.  

They said it was their job to tell the people what the Bible said and what it meant, and only 

they should have Bibles. So when Tyndale printed his Bible, the copies were rounded up and 

burned. 

But Tyndale didn’t give up. He believed that this was what God wanted him to do, so he 

printed more Bibles. He was arrested and put in jail, and eventually put to death, like John the 

baptizer. But Tyndale’s friends didn’t give up. They printed Bibles and secretly gave them to 

people. We have lots of Bibles now, and it’s kind of hard to imagine a time when everyone 

didn’t have one. We are lucky to be able to hear and read the stories of Jesus for ourselves.  

Mary and Elizabeth, John the baptizer, and William Tyndall, were all faithful and did what 

God wanted them to do. In what ways can we show that we are faithful to God’s way? 

(coming to worship, reading the Bible, being kind and caring, helping others, etc.) 
 

 

 

 



 

Sing: I’ll Be Faithful Tune: “Kum Ba Yah” 

 

I’ll be faithful and live God’s way. (3x) 

I will live God’s way.  

 

I will help others, show God’s love. (3x) 

 

I will live God’s way. I will be like Christ, loving all. (3x) 

  I will live God’s way.  

 

Add your own verses or invite the children to create some. 
 

 

Memory Verse:  

 

Integrating the Theme “Scrambled Story (younger children) 
In advance: Make copies of the “John the baptizer” scrambled story sheet and bring extra 

blank sheets of paper. Bring crayons/pencil crayons, scissors, construction paper and a stapler. 

Prepare a poster with “Faithful to God’s Way” written on it.   

We have talked today about John the baptizer, who was faithful to God’s way. This 

sheet has pictures from that story. (Hold up a copy and point to one of the pictures.) 

What is this a picture of? (Talk about each picture in turn.) 

(Hand out the sheets.) Colour the pictures then cut them out and put them in order. 

Add a cover and staple it all together. Write “Faithful to God’s Way” on the cover. You can 

copy it from this poster. (Hang the poster.)  

 
“Faithful People” (older children) 

In advance: Bring books or devices for children to use for research. Write a list of examples 

of people who have encountered problems because of their faith and standing up to power 

(such as Rigoberta Menchu, Martin Luther King Jr., Archbishop Oscar Romero, 

Malcolm X, Louis Riel, Gandhi, Steven Biko).  



Today we heard about two people who were faithful to God’s way, even though it was 

dangerous – John the baptizer and William Tyndale. They were both from long ago, but there 

are many examples of people from recent times, or even today, who face hardships for being 

faithful to God and for speaking out against the wrong they see in their own countries and in 

our world.  

 Here is a list of some of those people. Can you think of others? (Add names to the 

list.) Select some books/devices to use. Choose a person and read about what they did and 

how the people in power responded. Share your findings with each other. 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Thank you, God, for all people  

who have been faithful,  

down through many, many years  

so that we can freely hear the stories of your love.  

Amen.   
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