
All Ages Lesson – July 4, 2021 

DOING GOD’S WORK 
 

Focus Scripture: Mark 6:1-13 

Purpose: To understand how we can help do God’s work 

 

Preparation 
Worship Table – Green Cloth 

Pictures and materials for story and integrating the theme are at the end of the lesson 

Pictures of carpentry tools 
Make a sign that says, “Town of Nazareth.”  

Optional: Bring a bright-coloured scarf or sash for the children who are playing Jesus to wear 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
We light the Christ candle to remind us that God is always with us. 

 

Opening Prayer: 
Dear God,  

we are your messengers.  

Help us to show your love  

to everyone we meet. 

Amen 

 
Introducing the Theme 

 I have brought some things/pictures of things today. Would you like to look at them? 

(Give time for the children to look at each item/photo.)  

 These are things which people need to do their work. (Hold up one item/photo.) Who 

would use this in their work? (Discuss who would need each of the items. Save the 

hammer/saw for last.) 
Jesus might have used a saw/hammer as his father, Joseph, taught him to be a 

carpenter. Today our theme is “Doing God’s work.” I wonder what kind of tools people need to 

do God’s work of loving all people? Can you imagine what we might need? (Accept all 

answers. You might choose to ask a child how they would use the particular tool that they 

suggest. Sometimes suggestions that we don’t understand have an interesting application in 

the child’s mind. And if they miss the point altogether it doesn’t matter. It just opens the 

door for what comes next.)  



 When Jesus was about 30 years old, he left his family’s carpentry shop to become a 

traveling teacher.  He was baptized and began the special work that God had given him to do. 

One day he went back to Nazareth, his hometown, to teach the people about God’s love. He 

no longer used a hammer/saw. The tools he used now, tools for doing God’s work, were (say 

each one slowly, perhaps with gestures)  

• his love for God,  

• his welcoming smile,  

• his listening ear to other’s problems 

• his healing touch,  

• his stories,  

• understanding about God’s love. 

 But when he got to his hometown, the people didn’t listen. They knew him as a 

carpenter, and they didn’t notice the other special tools that God had given him. That made 

Jesus very sad.  But he did not give up. He had God’s work to do. 
 Jesus went on to other villages, where the people did listen. And he sent his disciples 

out, in pairs, to do God’s work too. He told them not to worry about extra clothes, or money, 

or food – the things that we can see and carry. Jesus told them to trust that God would give 

them what was needed for the job. And it is the same for us. No matter how little or big we 

are, we have these tools that God has given us, tools to do God’s work. Our tools are the same 

as Jesus’ tools. Our tools for doing God’s work are: 

• our love for God, which we show when we love others,  

• a welcoming smile,  

• a listening ear to how others feel,  

• a healing touch, like a hug, an arm around someone’s shoulder, a handshake, or a helping 

hand,  

• Bible stories, which help us to understand God’s love. 

 That’s why you learn a Bible story each week in church school.  

Let’s go out into the world and use those tools. Let’s spread God’s love! 
 

Exploring the Theme  
Each week, we hear a story about Jesus – a story that helps us learn how God wants us to live. 

Let’s sing our song about Jesus’ stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sing: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus,” verse 1  
 

Lyrics 

Tell me the stories of Jesus, I love to hear 

Things I would ask Him to tell me, if He were here 

Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea 

Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 

 
Today we are going to act out two stories about Jesus from Mark’s gospel. We need someone 

to play Jesus, some people to be disciples, someone to be a sick person, and some 

townspeople of Nazareth.  

Assign roles. Let the disciples choose their own names – Peter, John, Mary Magdalene, 

Joanna, Susanna, etc. (the female disciples are named in Luke 8:1–3). Optional: Give the 

coloured scarf/sash to the child playing Jesus. 
I’m going to put this sign that says “Town of Nazareth” on the wall. Townspeople of 

Nazareth (and Jesus’ family), you should gather near the sign. Jesus and disciples, you should 

be ready to enter. I will read the story. Act it as we go. 
Read Mark 6:1–6a, pausing so that the children can do the actions and gestures 

(surprise and amazement, rejection) that are called for, or make comments as the scripture 

suggests.  
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the  

Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. They  

said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him?  

What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of  

Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 

with us?” And they misunderstood him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not  

without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own relatives, and in their  

own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 

few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

 

 (Gather in a circle.) People in Jesus’ hometown had trouble seeing him as a special 

teacher sent by God. Why, do you think? (they knew him as just a carpenter, a 

neighbour, son of Mary and Joseph and couldn’t see him as anything more - they 

thought they already knew everything about him) Sometimes this happens to us too.  

We might decide that we don’t want to be friends with someone because of something that 

they did or said. But that’s not what Jesus taught. He wants us to reach out to others, to be 

friends and forgive one another – to spread God’s love all around. 



 Now we are going to act out the story that happened just after Jesus went to his 

hometown. This time we need someone else to be Jesus, a couple of children to be sick 

people, and all the rest of us will be disciples. Optional: Give the scarf/sash to the child who is 

playing Jesus. 

 Read Mark 6:6b–13. Pause in the middle of verse 7 for the disciples to get 

directions, at the end of verse 7 while they each choose a partner, and after verse 

13 while they do God’s work. Then Jesus should call them back and ask what kind 

of loving things they have been doing. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send 

them out two by two, and gave them power over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to 

take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but 

to wear sandals and not to put on two coats. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 

house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they do 

not want to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as proof against 

them.” So they went out and announced that all should be sorry. They cast out many evil 

spirits, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

 

The disciples had the strength to do God’s work because they felt God’s love flowing through 

Jesus. As followers of Jesus, we are called to do God’s work too. Let’s review again. What 

tools we have for doing God’s work?  

• our love for God, which we show when we love others,  

• a welcoming smile,  

• a listening ear to how others feel,  

• a healing touch, like a hug, an arm around someone’s shoulder, a handshake, or a 

helping hand,  

• Bible stories, which help us to understand God’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Song: What Can We Do?  Tune: “Drunken Sailor” 
 

What can we do to help spread God’s love? What can we do to help spread God’s love?  

What can we do to help spread God’s love? 

We can help do God’s work! 
 

Chorus: We can help do God’s work. 

We can help do God’s work. 

We can help do God’s work. 

We can spread God’s love. 
 

We can smile and say, “Come join us.”(3x) 

Smile and welcome others. 
 

Chorus 
 

We can help and show that we care. (3x) 

Offer a helping hand. Chorus 

We can read the Bible stories. (3x) 

We can learn from Jesus. 
 

Add your own verses or invite the children to create some. 
 

 

Memory Verse:  Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without 

honor, except in their hometown, and among their own relatives, and in their 

own house,”    Mark 6:4 

 

Integrating the Theme “Doing God’s Work” (younger children) 
In advance: Make copies of the activity sheet and bring crayons/pencil crayons.  

We have talked today about tools – tools that are needed for some jobs, and the tools 

that are needed for doing God’s work. 

(Hand out the sheets.) In the bottom part of the sheet, you need to circle the pictures 

of tools for doing God’s work. Which ones would you circle? (Be open to the creativity of 

older children. For example, a child might say that a computer is used to send letters to shut-

ins, or the mixer is making cookies for a family who is sad, or the brush is for painting a Get 

Well card.) The top part of the sheet is a maze. See if you can help Jesus and the disciples 

travel to Nazareth. 
 



“The Power of Prayer” Skittles Experiment (older children) 

You will need:  

A bag of skittles, a plate, hot water (not hot enough to scald, but hot enough to make 

the colour run!) 

What to do: 

1. Arrange the skittles in the plate. 

2. Pour some hot water onto the plate to cover its surface. Pour it carefully so that the 

skittles stay in place. Wait and the skittles will gradually release their colour. 
 

Try an alternative... 
 

Cover the surface of the plate with water and ask children to pick up a skittle, pray for a 

person or situation and place the skittle on the plate.    
 

 

Closing Prayer  

Thank you, God, for your love for us.  

We want to do your work.  

Help us to spread your love every day.  

Amen. 
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