
Youth Worship Lesson – May 16, 2021 

                          

SENT INTO THE WORLD                       
 

Focus Scripture:  Acts 1:13–17, 21–26 
 

Purpose: To understand that Christians are sent into the world with the support of the  

  Holy Spirit and the family of faith 
 

Preparation 
Worship Table – Yellow cloth 

Pictures and materials for story and integrating the theme are at the end of the lesson 

Print out a few Job ads from a website or paper such as Ziprecruiter or Monster.com. 

Paper, pens, chart paper, and markers 

Make “Wanted” and “Nominations” signs, as shown in Exploring the Theme. 
Make a sign that says: “Apostle: one sent out, messenger.” 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
We light the Christ candle to remind us that God is always with us. 
 

Easter Greeting 
Parent: Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen, indeed! 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Parent: O God,  

  help us to recognize that the Bible has many stories of teenagers:  

  Jeremiah, Jesus in the temple, some of the disciples, 

  Timothy, Miriam, Esther, Mary, David, and many others. 

  Help us to recognize how important we are to you, 

  and to your work in our world. (nod)  

All:  Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Introducing the Theme 
(Pass around the job ads you have brought.) Here are some examples of job postings.  

You’ll notice that they all list the characteristics, experience, and qualifications of the person who they 

want to hire.   

 Now imagine that the way schools work is that, as you become a teenager, the students 

themselves hire the teacher.  Imagine yourself advertising for the job.  Write a help wanted ad for the 



kind of teacher who you would like to teach you.  I’ll give you a small piece of paper for rough work. 

Write your final version on chart paper.   

 Give time for writing, then share the ads with your parents.  Discuss the qualifications, 

experience and characteristics that the students have listed, and why they find each to be 

important. 

 

Exploring the Theme  
As you know, Jesus chose twelve people to be his disciples.  Twelve was an important number: it 

reminded the people of the twelve tribes of Israel - the large extended families, similar to Scottish 

clans, who were joined together under King David.  Twelve is also the number of full moons in a year, 

symbolizing wholeness and the fullness of time.  

After Judas’ death, the apostles felt that it was important to choose a replacement, to bring 

their group back to twelve members.  What characteristics, experience, or qualifications do you think 

they were looking for? (Write the suggestions on chart paper.)  

Those are all great ideas. Let’s see if your ideas are the same as what the disciples thought.  

 (Read Acts 1:13-14, 21-22, then put up the “Wanted” sign.) 
And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were 

staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of 

James.   These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.  

Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He 

was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His 

resurrection.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How do these requirements compare with what we discussed? (Refer to the list.)  Why do you 

think these two specific requirements were chosen? (good news was relayed verbally so it 

was vital that the new apostle was familiar with the whole of Jesus’ ministry and 

could bear personal witness to the resurrection)  

Also, you may have noticed that the ad is for an “apostle.” A disciple is a learner. When Jesus 

left to be with God and entrusted his work to them, the disciples became apostles. “Apostle” means 

“messenger,” or “one who is sent out.” (Put up the “Apostle” sign.) 

 



Let’s continue with the story. (Read Acts 1:23 then put up the Nominations sign.)  

 And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 

 

 

 
  

 

It was narrowed down to two men who met the requirements.  Both had been part of the group of 

seventy disciples that Jesus had sent out teaching and healing. (Luke 10:1 in N.R.S.V.)  Do you 

think that there were any women who qualified? (Luke 8:1-3)  How do you think the disciples would 

choose between Barsabbas and Matthias?  

Let’s read about how they made that choice. (Read Acts 1:24-26.)  

And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of 

these two You have chosen  to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which 

Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”  And they cast their 

lots, and the lot fell on Matthias.  And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  

 

First they prayed, then they drew lots. That’s a term that you may not know. What is drawing lots? 

The use of the Greek verb in the original writing presents two possibilities. They may have put stones 

with names written on them into a pot and shook it until one fell out. It is also possible that the phrase 

means “gave their votes.” While we don’t know which method was used, we do know who was 

chosen: Matthias. How do you think Barsabbas felt? 

Soon after, it was time for another Jewish festival – a harvest festival called Pentecost. The 

spring wheat was ready to be harvested. The people would take some of the first wheat and make it 

into bread. Then they had a procession with the bread to the temple, to thank God. 

After the procession, the festival would begin.  At this Pentecost, though, the disciples didn’t feel 

much like celebrating.  They were lonely since Jesus had gone to be with God.  They kept thinking back 

to the Passover holiday and the joy of celebrating it with Jesus in the upper room.  

Then something wonderful happened!  The story of what happened is what we celebrate next 

Sunday at Pentecost.  Let’s hear about it.  Please open your Bibles to Acts, chapter 2. (Read Acts 2:1-

4, 14-15, 40-42.)  
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all  with one accord in one place.  

 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 

 the whole house where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them  divided tongues, as 

 of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

 began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea  

and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are  

not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only [a]the third hour of the day.And with many other  

words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14-15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26965a


Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand  

souls were added to them.  And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and  

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
The disciples felt God’s Spirit touching them, telling them that now was the time to step out, to 

risk, to tell the story. And they did! They went out to spread the Good News.  The apostles travelled to 

many countries and eventually, according to tradition, all of them were put to death for their faith. 

 

If God were advertising for apostles today, what do you think the ad would look like? (List the 

responses on chart paper.) Would you apply for this job?  Why or why not?   

When we are baptized as children, a profession of faith is made on our behalf by our parents 

or guardians and the congregation. Later, through a public profession of faith, we as young people or 

adults can claim for ourselves the faith into which we were baptized. Have you staked such a claim? 

Sometimes in our teen years we are questioning and confused like the disciples were right after the 

first Easter.  But like the disciples, God calls us to be open to the Holy Spirit – to trust God’s power 

and become apostles.  Confirmation is one way that we can do this. Pentecost is a popular time for 

confirmation in many churches. (If you have any young people preparing for 

confirmation, affirm their commitment.) 
 

Memory Verse:  

 

Integrating the Theme – “Making and Eating Crosses”  

Ingredients:  3 tablespoons of butter            6 cups of Rice Krispies cereal 

                      1 (10oz) package of marshmallows 
 

Instructions:  1. Melt butter in a saucepan over low heat. 

                       2. Add marshmallows and stir until completely melted. 

                       3. Remove from heat and stir in cereal. 

                       4. Evenly press mixture into a 13”x9” pan, coated with cooking spray. 

                       5. Cool completely, then use cookie cutters to make your shapes. 
 

Closing Prayer: 

May the light of God surround us,  

the love of God enfold us,  

the power of God protect us,  

the presence of God watch over us,  

the spirit of God dwell in us.  

Amen. 
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