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Stouffville United Church 
34 Church Street, Stouffville, Ontario L4A 1E3 

www.stouffvilleuc.ca 
November 29, 2020 

 

Advent 1 – Hope 
Holy Communion 

 

Music Prelude 
 
Welcome  

 
Acknowledgement of the Land  
We are gathered on the treaty territory of the Huron Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe people and their ancestors. 
May we honour their history, spirituality, culture and teachings 
and uphold our responsibilities as treaty partners. 

 
Announcements 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: 
We have come again to the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning 

of a new year in the life of the church. We will discover the 
prophet voices calling us to dream of a broken world healed. 
Hope is the theme of this day. 

What does hope look like? 
Sometimes, hope looks like a refugee family arriving at the 
airport, wondering if they can find a home in this new country. 

They are full of fears and misgivings, but they know they have to 
try. Or maybe hope looks like the school kids marching in a call 
for action on the climate crisis. They know that planet Earth is in 

danger and that the future looks grim, but they will not be silent 
and they are not giving up.  
What does hope feel like? 

Hope feels like the first warm day of spring. You know it will get 
cold again but summer will come. Hope feels like an encouraging 
word just when you thought you couldn’t go on any longer. 

What is it like to live in hope? 
Hope always looks up, always strains to see the first glimmer of 
light along the horizon. Hope doesn’t believe the haters and the 

doomsayers. Hope trusts in God. Today, we light the candle 
named Hope. May its light help us find our way. 
(Written by John Moses, Aylesford United Church, Aylesford, N.S., Gathering A/C/E   
2020/21, page 68. Used with permission.) 
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Call to Worship: 
We know it when we see the lights and the garlands. We know it 

when we see the first sign of snow. 
Christ is coming! 
We know it when we share our love and our food. We know it 

when we sing the songs. 
Christ is coming! 
We know it when we light the candles. We know it when we 

praise our God. 
Christ is coming! 
Come, let us worship the one who is coming into this world. Let 

us worship the bearer of peace. 
(Written by Alison Etter, Baddeck Pastoral Charge, Baddeck, N.S., Gathering A/C/E 
2014/15, page 28. Used with permission.) 

 

Prayer of Confession: 

Loving God, we give thanks for your promise of hope, 
peace, joy, and love. Yet we sometimes act as if we do 

not believe in your promise; we sometimes act as if 
these things are not possible. Forgive us. Help us to act 

in ways that show we live what we believe. Amen. 
(Written by Beth W. Johnston, Kings United Pastoral Charge, serving eastern and 
central Kings Co., P.E.I., Gathering A/C/E 2014/15, page 30. Used with permission.) 

 
Words of Assurance 

 
Prayers of the People 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Music for Meditation  
 
A time of silence  

 
Offering 

 
Offertory Prayer 
 

Prayer before the Scriptures: 
God, we come this morning in anticipation and hope, waiting 

for your Word to come alive in our hearts, bringing your 
message of peace and good will to all. Amen. 
(Written by Fern Gibbard, for Oliver United Church, Oliver, B.C., Gathering A/C/E 
2018/19, page 34. Used with permission.) 
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Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

Sermon: “Advent Hope” 
 

Holy Communion 
 
Invitation to the Table 

The prophets foretold it: The desert burst into bloom. Angelic 
messengers delivered news. From that Bethlehem beginning, 

Jesus spent his life serving others, that all might know the 
compassionate care of a loving God. Today, Jesus serves us 
yet again, as we gather at this table prepared for us. 

Together, we are the Body of Christ. 
At this table, we bear witness to our faith. 

At this table, God brings wholeness out of brokenness and 
healing to our world. 
Let us break bread together. 

Blessings be to you, Creator God, who in the beginning 
brought light and life to the world and who continues to bring 

it love and light everlasting. 
Your song of wisdom echoes through the ages; your 

ancient promise still brings us hope. 
Dear Jesus of Advent, you remain a sacred mystery to us. You 
have brought Good News for all the people, and we will not be 

afraid, for you are here. 
We are hungry for your love, which surpasses our 

understanding; we are thirsty for your spirit that never 
runs dry. In this meal, nourish our souls and our minds, 
quench our deepest longings, and forgive our 

limitations, that we may walk with you every day of our 
lives. 

 
The Story Remembered 
As we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, we remember the 

life that this baby lived. We remember how he broke the 
bonds of human tradition to show all what the banquet of 

hope could be, as he ate openly with those who were 
despised and outcast in his world. And we remember one 
special meal, the one he ate with his closest friends. 

And at the end of the meal he took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and then passed it to them, saying: 
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Take and eat. This bread is the body of life, broken by 
the world. Eat it in remembrance and in hope. 

The bread of life. (the bread is broken.) 
After that, he took the cup, poured it, blessed it, and passed 

it to them, saying: 
This cup is the sign of the new covenant. Whenever you 
drink it, remember me. 

The cup of blessing. (the cup is poured.) 
Remembering the birth of the child in the stable, we 

remember also his life, his death, and his resurrection. We 
remember how he poured his love out to all he met. We look 
forward to his return and the coming reign of peace, love, and 

justice. And, in our remembering, we declare the mystery of 
our faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 

come again! 
 
Blessing of the Bread and Cup 

Holy God, you poured your Spirit on Mary and she sang words 
of wonder and hope. Pour out your Spirit upon us gathered 

here. As we eat and drink, may we know your presence. As 
we eat and drink, may we be opened to new possibilities. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Sharing of the Meal 

 
Prayer after Communion: 

God of Christmas promise, God of childlike hope, we 
thank you for this holy mystery in which you have 
given yourself to us. In this meal, we have been 

replenished and strengthened, the light of your love 
rekindled within us. Lead us to live lives marked by 

truth, and help us to boldly carry your light into the 
world. May we go into the world in peace. Amen. 
(Written by Kim Falls, Bethel Emily Pastoral Charge, Omemee, Ont., Gathering 
A/C/E/ 2017/18, page 72. Adapted. Used with permission.) 

 

Blessing 
 

Music Postlude 
 
Thank you for worshipping with us, whether in person or on 

line. We look forward to joining with you again next week! 


