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Morelet’s Crocodile
Mexican crocodile, cocodrilo de pantano

Crocodylus moreletii

American Crocodile
Cocodrilo americano

Crocodylus acutus

Out of the 27 species (and counting!) of crocodilians in the world, Belize is home to two: the 
Morelet’s and the American. These two species of crocodiles are NOT MAN EATERS. In fact, 
both species are naturally quite shy and their diet is made up of much smaller prey, like fish, 
turtles, and small mammals. During the colonial era, both species were hunted heavily for 
hides, as well as being killed out of fear, but independence also brought about protections 
for these animals. Crocodiles are a part of Belize’s natural heritage and their survival is 
something all Belizeans can be proud of!
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The Crocodile Research Coalition (CRC) is a Belize-based nonprofit, established in January 
2016 with the mission of protecting crocodiles and their environments throughout 
Central America and the Caribbean. The CRC believes the success of conservation is in the 
hands of local communities and therefore seeks to empower people with knowledge of 
practices that ensure the well being of both their communities and crocodiles. With 
increased development and agricultural expansion, humans are having more interactions 
with crocodiles (and other wildlife!).. This calendar addresses several solutions to 
reducing human-crocodile conflict. Together we can learn how to coexist with the 
incredible diversity and richness of life here in Belize! 

For more information and advice on applying these practices, or if you want to get 
involved with the CRC, visit the CRC website crocodileresearchcoalition.com or contact 
Program Coordinator Darcy Uclez (CRC) at 622-2791.

To report a problematic crocodile contact the Belize Forest Department at 822-1524 or 
660-4655.

This calendar was inspired and modeled on the wonderful Living with Jaguars calendar created by The Belize Zoo, 
Ya’axché Conservation Trust, Belize Forest Department, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, and Panthera. Design and 
illustrations by Tara Lafabrêgue Rodkey. 



Both species of crocs in Belize are naturally afraid of humans, but feeding teaches them that 
humans are a food source. This creates a danger for the whole community since the fed croc 
will expect food from other people and could become aggressive. If you know of someone 
feeding crocs, take action by talking to a community leader or informing Forest Department.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 New Year’s Day 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Chinese New 
Year 

26 27 28 29 30 31

January 2020 Remember that almost all cases of crocodile attacks in Belize have been by crocs 
that were fed by people so if you want to prevent human-crocodile conflict 

DON’T FEED THE CROCS!

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Squash, raccoons, opossums, and stray dogs and cats are all much more likely culprits for 
missing hens than crocodiles, but keeping livestock secure at night will protect them from the 
many animals that hunt at night in Belize. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

February 2020 Did you know modern crocodilians have been around for about 80 million years! 
And surprisingly to some, their closest living relatives aren’t lizards. Crocodiles are 

actually more closely related to birds! 

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Enclose your small and young animals away from the lagoon’s or the river’s edge. While adult 
cattle are much too big for a crocodile to ambush, livestock like rabbit, hens, and young sheep 
and goats could be at risk. Build a water trough for these to drink from instead.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 National Heroes & 
Benefactors Day

10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

March 2020 Crocodilians are “eco-engineers” because they shape their environment in ways 
that are important to other animals. For example, old burrows made by crocs along 

riverbanks are often used by other aquatic animals to hide. 

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



The American Crocodile likes to live in saltwater, so it is most often found in coastal areas such 
as lagoons, cayes, and river mouths, or brackish lakes (lakes with a lot of salt). Its most 
distinguishing feature is the “preorbital hump” on its snout  in front of its eyes and its favorite 
food is fish, which makes up most of its diet. DRAW in this croc’s habitat!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 Good Friday 11 Holy Saturday

12 Easter Sunday 13 Easter Monday 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

April 2020 American crocodiles are the second largest crocodilian species in the world, getting up to 
18ft long! However because of past and current illegal hunting, the average size 

in Belize is only about 12 -13 ft long.

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



The Morelet’s Crocodile, also known as the Mexican Crocodile, prefers fresher water so this 
croc can be found upriver or in inland swamps and freshwater lakes and ponds. This croc has a 
wide snout to better catch some of its favorite prey: turtles crabs and racoons. DRAW in this 
croc’s habitat!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 Labour Day 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24

31

25 Sovereign’s Day 26 27 28 29 30

May 2020 Crocodilians have the strongest jaw power of any living animal at about 5000 psi, or 
pounds per square inch! In the case of Belize’s two crocodile species this is mostly 

useful for cracking open the hard shells of crabs and turtles. 

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Keeping your animals in a secure location or enclosure at night especially away from the 
water’s edge will ensure their safety from crocodiles. Having lights around enclosures or docks 
can help keep other predators, like jaguars, away as well. Solar lights are now available in 
Belize so lights can be kept without the use of electricity.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 World Croc Day 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

June 2020 Crocodiles have dots on their face and ventral side of their bodies known as Integumentary Sensory 
Organs (ISOs). These can detect vibrations in the water which assist crocs detect their prey 

underwater. Some scientists believe ISO’s can also detect changes in water salinity..

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Do not approach baby crocodiles, Mama will likely not be far away.... Learning and being aware 
of crocodile signs such as tail marks, foot prints, and crocodile “slides”where crocs move from 
land to water can let you know where crocodile hotspots are and where to be more cautious.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2020 A crocodile mom is very protective of her hatchlings. She will lay about 30 eggs in a hole or mound 
she digs up on a bank and when the babies are ready to hatch they call out to her with little chirps. 
When she hears her babies she will dig them out of the nest and carry them in her mouth to water.

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Cleaning fish at piers or riversides can indirectly teach crocodiles that humans are a source of 
fish meat. Try cleaning fish away from the water’s edge or while still at sea. If you know of a 
spot where fishermen regularly clean their fish by the water, be cautious of swimming in that 
area and consider asking your community members to put up signs warning against swimming. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 Tomistoma 
Awareness Day

6 7 8

9 World’s Indigenous 
Peoples Day

10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23

30

24

31

25 26 27 28 29

August 2020 Crocodiles need to keep their bodies warm so in the day you might see one laying out in the 
sun, “basking”. Sometimes, a croc will open its mouth while it is laying out. But he isn’t mad, he 

is actually just keeping his head cool while the rest of his body warms up. 

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Avoid swimming at night, especially if alone. This is when crocodiles are most active hunting for 
fish.  You wouldn’t want to be confused for a fish in the dark!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 Saint George’s 
Caye Day

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 Independence 
Day

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

September 2020 The crocodile eye has a reflective membrane called a tapetum lucidum, 
which gives them excellent night vision and gives off the red eyeshine 

scientists use to detect crocs during surveys.

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



In Ancient Maya culture, crocodiles were seen as a sign of life because baby crocodiles were 
believed to bring the rains down from the heavens.  Crocodiles were believed to be the only 
creatures connecting the heavens, the earth, and the underworld.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 Pan America Day 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 Reptile 
Awareness Day

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2020 Before European colonization, the Maya people lived in harmony with crocodiles. It was the 
British who feared crocodiles and they hunted them almost to extinction. 

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Do not ever harass or attempt to handle a crocodile, even if it seems small. Even a small 
crocodile can be dangerous when they are afraid or provoked. If you have a crocodile on your 
property contact Forest Department.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 Garifuna 
Settlement Day

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

November 2020 A common myth about crocodiles is that they cannot bite underwater. This is NOT true! 
They actually have a special flap known as the palatal valve that blocks water from 

going down their throat so they can open their mouth underwater to hunt for fish.

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542



Mangroves are home to not only crocodiles but also manatees, birds, and many of the fish and 
other aquatic life in Belize. Mangroves are also the best protection against tropical storms and 
hurricanes, so protecting mangroves not only protects all these fish and animals it also protects 
the homes and communities of many Belizeans. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 Christmas Day 26

27 28 Boxing Day 29 30 31

December 2020

Crocodile Research Coalition
www.crocodileresearchcoalition.com

Want to learn more? Contact the CRC for volunteer opportunities or to organize an event in 
your community at  program.coordinator@crcbelize.org
Please contact Forest Department to report any illegal activity by calling  822-1542

Crocodilians  are “keystone species” which means that they keep their environment 
in balance. For example they can help keep fish populations healthy by eating sick  

fish and stirring up sediments in the rivers which helps fish nurseries. 



… and 
don’t forget 
to be Croc 
Wise!

The Crocodile Research Coalition (CRC) is a Belizean non-profit with a 501(c)3 sister company Collective 
ConSERVation in the United States. Our mission is to promote conservation of crocodiles and their habitats 

throughout Central America through community involvement, research, and education.

www.crocodileresearchcoalition.org


