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ACROSS THE AUCTION BLOCK

SHOW COVERAGE

Braun & Helmer sell motorcycles and marbles collections
B y  B a r b  V a n  L o o

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Donald Taylor 

was a collector of many fine things 

including many vintage advertising 

signs, guns and antiques. His prima-

ry collections were, however, in two 

very diverse genres – motorcycles 

and marbles. His motorcycle collec-

tion consisted of more than 50 vin-

tage motorcycles with an emphasis on 

British classic motorcycles. His marble 

collection was referred to as “the world’s 

greatest small marble collection.” David 

Helmer and Brian Braun (Braun & Helmer 

Auction Service) had the privilege of presenting these 

two great collections at auction.

Many of those in attendance were there to acquire one 

of the many great motorcycles and took advantage of the 

time at the start of the auction – during which the signs, 

antiques and other miscellaneous items were sold – to 

make their last-minute inspections of the motorcycles 

and other motorcycle-related items. Seats were quickly 

filled when the first motorcycle came to the block.

The first motorcycle to cross the block was a 1935 Cov-

entry-Eagle Silent Superb. This piece, which was in orig-

inal condition, sold for $3,500.

Vintage military regalia at Wheaton show, sale

See Braun & Helmer, page 4

B y  J o  A n n  H u s t i s

WHEATON, Ill. — Vintage military hat prices are crazy, dealer Paul Millikan observed about the military head-

gear with four-figure price tags shown in the Civil War & Military Extravaganza at the DuPage County Fairgrounds 

on April 18.

He was offering a bell crown shako (tar bucket hat) for $2,100. “Depending on their condition, branch of service 

and insignia, they range anywhere from about $1,800 to $3,000,” Millikan said. “This was for a rifleman, dates from 

about 1820 to 1840, and was worn before and during the Mexican War. The green pom-pom on it states that it’s a 

rifleman’s hat.” A similar shako with some wear and missing part of the eagle badge was listed on the Internet at 

$4,500.

Colors tell much about military uniforms and hats, the Three Rivers, Mich., resident said. A uniform trimmed in 

red denotes artillery, yellow identifies cavalry, pale blue singles out infantry, and green marks riflemen. Rifles were 

expensive to manufacture at that time. This meant there would be just a small company of riflemen in an exclusive 

marksman’s group. 

Millikan’s display also included an officer’s slouch hat with bugle infantry insignia, which was worn during the 

Civil War. After the conflict ended, the infantry insignia was changed to the more familiar crossed rifles.

Available at $3,275 was a unique hat known as a kepi, which most often is associated with the Civil War era and 

into the Indian wars. The kepi was 2nd Division 5th Corps. Officers were generally issued kepis for fatigue use. An 

enlisted man’s kepi with bugle badge signified the infantry. Each of the 224 Corps in the Union Army had their own 

symbol. Red denoted the 1st Infantry Division, white the 2nd Infantry Division, and blue the 3rd Infantry Division. 

See Military Show, page 8
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Right: 1941 Indian four-cylinder Model 441, $54,000.

Above: Clambroth marble with cobalt blue lines, $1,200.

Left: A child’s Civil War Zouaves military uniform and cap is modeled on a young boy’s manikin at the Civil War show 

and sale in Wheaton, Ill., on April 18. Complete with boots, jacket and baggy trousers, the 1861 full uniform was priced 

at $1,150. (Photo by Jo Ann Hustis)
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“A soldier would know at a glance what 

Corps and Division another guy was in,” 

Millikan said. 

Another officer’s kepi was identified 

by the name inside as having belonged to 

Capt. John E. Ransom of the 1st Buffalo 

Regiment of Buffalo, N.Y. Because the 

kepi is identified, it also was priced at 

$3,275. “It’s worth it because we know 

who wore it,” Millikan said.

Hat prices depend on their condition 

and insignia, which give some clue about 

the rank of the wearer. “An enlisted 

man’s hat is worth about $1,500, and an 

officer’s hat – which is a very special 

kind of hat – might be $10, 000,” he said. 

“Hat prices are crazy.”

A child’s incredible full military uni-

form in the booth of Scott Ferris of Arca-

dia, Fla., fascinated visitors to the show 

and sale. Displayed on the manikin of a 

3- to 4-year-old boy, the Zouaves uniform 

was that of the 5th New York Volunteer 

Infantry of 1861 and consisted of a dis-

tinctive jacket, vest, sash, baggy trousers 

and fez. Ferris acquired the uniform 

from the owner, who had brought it to 

his shop, J&R Ferris Antiques in Arca-

dia.

“It’s the kind of uniform worn by a 

child just for entertainment purposes 

because he would be too young to be a 

drummer boy,” Ferris said. “Everything 

came with it, including the boots. It’s 

rare to find the full uniform. This does 

have some wear and soiling, but it’s real-

ly quite sharp for the age on it.” The 

uniform could be had at $1,150.

An enlisted man’s Civil War artillery 

shell jacket at $2,200 drew many visitors 

to the booth of dealer R.J. Parks of 

Macomb, Mich. “It’s all complete,” he 

said of the size 2 garment. “It does have 

some moth holes showing its age, and 

the red piping is for artillery. You’d see 

yellow piping on a cavalry jacket. Arti-

cles like these come from the families, 

museums and other collectors – a little 

bit of everywhere.”

Wayne Jorgenson of Eden Prairie, 

Minn., a writer and published author, 

offered the uniform coat of Maj. Gen. 

Henry Slocum at $8,000. With it, the 

buyer would receive the notarized papers 

of the coat’s former owners. The gener-

al’s granddaughter had originally given 

the coat, which he wore as a colonel with 

the New York Regiment, to the Chicago 

Historical Society, and it had passed 

through several owners since. 

“The coat would have been worn at 

Bull Run, but Slocum was promoted that 

August to major general, which meant 

he would no longer wear that uniform,” 

Jorgenson said. “He commanded the left 

wing of Gen. Sherman’s army in Sher-

man’s March to the Sea. You can see 

several layers of sweat inside the coat. 

It’s very soiled, very worn, but definitely 

his. It did not have shoulder straps when 

it came to the Society, and it’s missing a 

few buttons, so it’s as exact today as 

when the CHS received it. It’s been in my 

collection over 30 years, and I finally 

decided to part with it.”

A husband-wife couple sold eight vin-

tage military uniforms from their well 

stocked booth to a single customer about 

90 minutes after the show opened. 

“Those were uniforms from the Span-

ish-American War and other conflicts,” 

the husband said. “It was an incredible 

collection for a person to get at one time.”

The couple said they were refusing 

identification, which included their com-

munity and state, because of concern 

about break-ins, hold-ups and robbery. 

The highlight of their display at the Civil 

Was show was a 33-star flag of the Unit-

ed States in a wooden presentation case 

at $4,500. Flags of its size typically flew 

over large government offices or head-

quarters. This flag was flown under 

Presidents James Buchanan and Abra-

ham Lincoln, but the history has been 

lost as to the locations where it actually 

was flown.

“We were in Massachusetts when a 

fellow from Pennsylvania came up (to us) 

and said this flag had been in his family 

forever,” the husband noted. “When it’s 

really historical like this, we often try to 

talk them into keeping it. In this case, we 

purchased it.” He didn’t explain why.

The one-day semi-annual Civil War & 

Military Extravaganza is sponsored by 

Zurko’s Midwest Promotions. The event 

features hundreds of items from the 

Civil War, the Revolutionary War, Span-

ish-American and Indian Wars and the 

first and second World Wars. The fall 

show and sale is at the fairgrounds on 

Saturday, Sept. 19.
Contacts: (715) 526-9769 

www.zurkopromotions.com

Military Show
From Front Page

A Civil War infantry officer’s slouch hat with 

bugle insignia, left, and a rifleman’s bell 

crown shako with eagle insignia worn in 

the Mexican War era were on display at 

the semi-annual vintage military regalia 

show and sale at Wheaton. The slouch hat 

was about $1,500. An asking price of 

$2,100 was on the shako. (Photo by Jo Ann 

Hustis)

Above: A 33-star flag that flew in the Civil War under President Abraham Lincoln and 

later under James Buchanan was available at $4,500 at the military memorabilia show 

in Wheaton, Ill., on April 18. Only about 100 of these flags in all conditions exist today. 

(Photo by Jo Ann Hustis)
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APPROX. 61 ACRE &

14 ACRE PARCELS

SUMMIT TOWNSHIP,  

JACKSON COUNTY, MI.

 

INSPECTION BY APPOINTMENT ONLY WITH AUCTIONEER OR CALL FOR COMPLETE INFO PACKET

THIS PARCEL OFFERS MANY POSSIBILITIES.  ORIGINALLY PLANNED AS A SITE 

CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT, BROOKSTONE & CHERRY HILL SITE CONDO-

MINIUM . PROPERTY TO BE OFFERED IN SEVERAL OPTIONS;  INDIVIDUAL  

SITES WILL BE OFFERED FOR INVESTMENT OR THE BUILDER/HOMEOWNER. 

NEXT THE REMAINING PARCEL EXCLUDING THESE INDIVIDUAL SITES WILL BE 

OFFERED. FINALLY THE COMPLETE PARCEL WILL BE OFFERED AS A WHOLE, 

INCLUSIVE OF THE INDIVIDUAL SITES.


