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LEGISLATION TO SUPPORT IMPACTED WORKERS AND 

BUSINESSES 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We’re working quickly to pass additional legislation that will 

provide massive relief to small businesses and affected industries and give direct 

payments to our great workers and hardworking American families.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Stock buybacks – I didn’t like it the first time and this time I’m 

saying ‘you’re not doing it.’ I don’t want money to be used for that. I want money to be 

used for workers and for opening businesses -- keeping businesses open. Not 

buybacks.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “We are working to pass that legislation on Monday in both 

the House and Senate.”  

DISASTER DECLARATION FOR NEW YORK 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Last night, I approved a major disaster declaration for the state 

of New York. I worked very closely with Governor Cuomo and this is the first time in 

our nation’s history that a president’s used the Stafford Act to declare a major disaster 

in response to a public health crisis.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I’m considering other areas where we may or may not be doing 

that. And I’m working very closely with Gavin Newsom, governor of California, and 

others. We may be doing the same thing, depending on their needs -- depending on 

what they are asking for.”  

FEMA RESPONSE EFFORTS 

FEMA ADMINISTRATOR GAYNOR: “FEMA is now leading the federal operation -- or 

the federal response for all operations on behalf of the White House Coronavirus Task 

Force.” 

FEMA ADMINISTRATOR GAYNOR: “As of yesterday, 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, five territories, and one tribe are working directly with FEMA, under the 

nationwide emergency declaration for COVID-19. In just 24 hours, we have obligated 

$100 million to states, territories, and tribes.” 

FEMA ADMINISTRATOR GAYNOR: “We are getting requests for masks, PPE, swab 

sets, test site supports, ventilators, hospital capacity assessments, and many more. We 



are in lockstep with HHS to answer these requests. But, we will do whatever is 

necessary to get states, tribes, territories and others what they need.” 

EXPANDING TESTING  

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “Testing is expanding rapidly across the United States of 

America. State run drive-throughs are expanding across the country.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “More than 195,000 Americans and more, who have been 

symptomatic, have been tested. That number does not include county hospitals or, or 

health care labs around the nation, some 15,000 in number.” 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY ADM. GIROIR: “Currently, 91 public health laboratories, 

state health public laboratories, are up and running. In 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico.” 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY ADM. GIROIR: “What we see in the upcoming week is this 

curve will continue to increase as testing becomes more widely available. As the great 

American health care industry continues to increase the availability of test and the 

throughput of those tests.” 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT SUPPLIES 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “We spoke to manufacturers yesterday. And in fact, as the 

President indicated, the FDA, in record time, just approved one manufacturer that will 

be producing millions of surgical masks in a matter of weeks.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “I’m pleased to report to the President today that HHS just 

placed an order for hundreds of millions of N95 masks that will be being made 

available to healthcare providers across the country.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE:  “On Monday we will be detailing for the American people 
the progress that we are making on the President’s strategy of procuring more personal 
protective equipment and medical supplies.” 

SUSPENDING FORECLOSURES FOR FAMILIES 

SECRETARY CARSON: “The President has authorized the immediate cessation of 

foreclosure and eviction proceedings for American citizens. Single-family, forward 

mortgages, as well as reverse mortgages. And as you know, FHFA has also decided to 

do the same thing for 60 days. And the CFPB is very happy with all of this as well.” 

SECRETARY CARSON: “We’ve also asked the various services of mortgage loans to 

exercise forbearance for anybody having difficulty.” 

 



DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT 

REPORTER: “You’ve talked about the [Defense Production Act] sir, but you have not 
yet compelled any companies. Why not?” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Because we have so many companies making so many products. 

Every product that you mentioned, plus ventilators and everything else. We have car 

companies without having to use the Act.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Specifically, we have the Act to use in case we need it. But we 

have so many things being made right now by so many. They’ve just stepped up.”  

 

### 

 
 


