
HIGHLIGHTS | President Trump and the Coronavirus 
Task Force Announce New Actions to Support Impacted 

States 

________________________________ 

ACTIVATING THE NATIONAL GUARD 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Today, I’m announcing action to help New York, California, and 

Washington, ensure that the National Guard can effectively respond to this crisis. The 

National Guard, these are tremendous people. They’re fully on alert. We’ve signed 

what we had to sign. It’s been activated.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Through FEMA, the federal government will be funding 100% 

of the cost of deploying National Guard units to carry out approved missions to stop 

the virus while those governors remain in command.” 

AID FOR NEW YORK, CALIFORNIA, AND WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We have large quantities of medical equipment and supplies on 

the way, based on all of this, to those states, including respirators, surgical masks and 

gowns, face shields, coveralls, and gloves -- with large quantities already delivered to 

Washington and to New York.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “In addition to large quantities of supplies, I’ve also directed 

FEMA to supply the following: 4 large federal medical stations, with 1,000 beds for New 

York; 8 large federal medical stations, with 2,000 beds for California; and 3 large federal 

medical stations and 4 small federal medical stations, with 1,000 beds for the state of 

Washington.” 

STATE DISASTER DECLARATIONS 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “In order to assist in those areas, I approved the state of New 

York’s request for a major disaster declaration, something which Governor Cuomo’s 

been asking for.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “The request from the state of Washington for a major disaster 

declaration was approved just a little while ago.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “The request from the state of California was just received and 

we will have it approved very quickly.” 

HOSPITAL SHIPS 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “The naval hospital ship, the USNS Mercy … will be deployed to 

Los Angeles to add emergency surge medical capacity.” 



FEMA ADMINISTRATOR GAYNOR “The Department of Defense has been given 

direction to dispatch it to Los Angeles immediately. DoD has advised that the Mercy 

can get into position within a week or less of today’s order. Even though there are more 

cases right now in Washington, the projected need for beds in California is five times 

more than that of Washington.” 

CORONAVIRUS LEGISLATION 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We’re working urgently with Congress on legislation to support 

the millions of workers, small businesses, and industries who have been hit hard by the 

virus through no fault of their own.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Our goal is to get relief to Americans as quickly as possible so 

that families can get by, and small businesses can keep workers on the payroll. This will 

help our economy.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I would certainly be in favor of it, where they can vote from a 

certain outside location. I would be in favor of it, I was thinking about it today.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I think we’re very close on that, but you know, right now 

they’re not. So, right now they’re not there. But, I think that the Democrats want to get 

there, and I can tell you for a fact the Republicans want to get there.”  

PUBLIC-PRIVATE CONSORTIUM ON SUPERCOMPUTING 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Today, I’m also announcing the launch of a new public-private 

consortium – organized by the White House, the Department of Energy, and IBM – to 

unleash the power of American supercomputing resources to fight the Chinese Virus.” 

MOBILIZING THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I am pleased to report that Honeywell, great company, has just 

announced it will immediately expand its personal protective equipment 

manufacturing operations in Rhode Island to produce millions of additional N-95 

masks.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “This expansion is, in addition to Honeywell’s action, to more 

than double production of its existing personal protective equipment manufacturing 

plans.” 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT PETER NAVARRO: “We’re seeing the greatest 

mobilization of the industrial base since World War II.” 

 

 



PROGRESS ON TESTING 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “On the subject of testing, as is evident to people across the 

country, testing is more and more available every single day. We’ll be detailing 

tomorrow from this podium the progress that we are making on tests.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “At this day’s reporting, 254,000 Americans have been 

tested and received results in coronavirus test, with slightly more than 30,000 actually 

testing positive.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “We expect from word from the commercial labs that we 

should be caught up on the backlog in testing by the middle of the week.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “Yesterday, the FDA approved an emergency authorization 

on the new test that should be in production by the end of March.” 

SUPPORTING OUR NATION’S VETERANS 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Yesterday, I signed vital legislation to ensure that the GI Bill will 

cover distance-learning during this emergency.” 

ASSISTING AMERICANS OVERSEAS 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “But, the State Department is working around the clock to 
assist Americans who may find themselves overseas.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “At this point, the State Department has brought more than 
3,000 Americans back home.” 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “You can call the Smart Traveler Enrollment program at 1-

888-407-4747. Or you can go on online at step.state.gov. This will allow our embassies 

and consulates to gather important information about your situation and work to 

facilitate to bring you home.” 
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