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StoneRidge Volunteers Helping to Conserve Land

On a cold day in November, Chuck
Toal, Avalonia's programs and
development director, arrived at
StoneRidge, an independent living
retirement community in Mystic. It
was a great day to do indoor
conservation work. He was greeted
by StoneRidge’s Wendie Colvin,
who coordinates in-house events

and programming and arranges off-site bus trips for outings to lunch, the
theater and museums. They made their way to a lounge area called Jerry
Brown Pub to meet most of the 20+ residents who had signed up to assist
Avalonia with a project. This would be the first of many sessions needed to
get a very important job done.

After greeting the ladies and gentlemen gathered around tables in the Pub,
Chuck spread out fruit, cookies, crackers and cheese and proceeded to
explain the task at hand: Over a period of several weeks, they would hand
address over 2,000 envelopes; fold the “personalized” letter, stuff the letter
and a return envelope into the main envelope; and stamp and seal the
envelope to be mailed to property owners living adjacent to Avalonia land
throughout southeastern Connecticut. Click HERE to read more.

Avalonia Volunteer Job Listings

People

Personnel Committee Chair 
As Avalonia grows, it is important that we
develop a new generation of leaders and
committee members. It takes hundreds of
volunteer and staff hours to keep Avalonia
up and running. Having the right people for
the right jobs is essential to our success.The
Personnel Committee oversees the policies
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and procedures pertaining to personnel
including volunteers and paid staff. Click
HERE to read more.

Hike Coordinator
Avalonia is looking for a volunteer to
coordinate hikes on Avalonia preserves. This
coordinator is not expected to lead all the
hikes; there are many Avalonia members
willing to lead who have great
hike ideas.We just need someone who can
plan the details, keep the schedule, and get
the word out. If you like the outdoors and
organizing adventures, this is the job for
you. Click HERE to let us know you are
interested.

Group Volunteer Coordinator
Avalonia is fortunate that several groups in our community have offered
their assistance. From scouts to the Coast Guard, a garden club to a
football team, their many hands have joined ours to build
bridges, remove invasives, clean out debris, and replant restored areas.
These offers of help from local groups are often a “one-off” project to
earn a badge, build team skills, or give back to the community. Click
HERE to read more.
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Event Planner(s)
Avalonia is looking for one or
more creative people who are
organized and energized by event
planning.  These events will
recognize Avalonia’s volunteers,
life members, neighbors who live
next to Avalonia properties, and
others who are involved and
engaged in our mission, as well as

outreach to the community. To read more, click HERE.

Acquisitions

Project Manager
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Volunteer would be responsible for
meeting with landowners and seeing
each project through from beginning to
preservation. You would be trained in
Avalonia's procedures and work with the
Acquisition team. Click HERE if you are
interested.

Data Manager
Volunteer would be responsible for
organizing the electronic data to comply
with Land Trust Alliance requirements.
Mapping skills are especially welcome.
If you are interested, click HERE.

Ecologist/Botanist
Volunteer would be responsible for
helping to evaluate the environmental values of each proposed
acquisition. You would provide guidance for the best practices to
protect these values. Click HERE if you can help.

Team News

Stewardship

The Trail Maintenance Team
is requesting that Avalonia’s
Town Committees compile
a list of trail maintenance
activities needed on their
preserves such as trail
blazing, bridge repair and
erosion control which they
lack the resources to
complete.  These activities
will then be added to a

spreadsheet overseen by the Stewardship Committee and the
maintenance teams will use these lists to plan work parties to assess and
complete the various maintenance activities as time, resources, and
weather allow.

Members of the Team have been active over the last few weeks on
several preserves. For example, they re-routed a small section of one
of the trails on Avalonia’s new TriTown Preserve and built a safer water
crossing by rerouting the trail and building a short wooden bridge.
The Team aims to meet regularly to take on a variety of trail
maintenance activities.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 12,
2019.  New members of Avalonia willing to share their knowledge, skill
and enthusiasm for working outdoors with others on the Team are
always welcome.  Please contact Neil Duncan for more information.

Finance and Development
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Finance Committee Chair
Avalonia is looking for a volunteer to join
its BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BOD) to fill the
Finance Committee (FinCom)
chair position. This opening is not due to
any lack of financial, budgeting or
accounting expertise on the BOD; on the
contrary, several members have MBAs or
other related advanced degrees and
extensive experience. To read more,
click HERE.

Grant Writers
Do you have experience writing grants?
Are you detail-oriented, organized and able to meet deadlines? You can
help a dedicated team of Avalonia volunteers who write grant
applications to foundations and government entities. This critically
important job can be done from home and provides a significant
portion of the income needed for our mission to conserve land. If you
can help, click HERE.

Did You Know?

With over 100 preserves in
southeastern CT and parts of
bordering RI and NY, there is
always a new Avalonia place to
explore. See a listing of all our
preserves and get outside, take a
hike in the woods, a walk on the
beach or a paddle on a lake.

eTrails Blog

Beth Sullivan, Avalonia volunteer,
naturalist, educator and
grandmother, posts insightful musings
every Monday on Avalonia's blog
called eTrails.

Hike & Seek

Hike & Seek at Avalonia! Technology
and the environment collide (in a
good way) for a fun, interactive
scavenger hunt for the whole family
that is powered by our app. Stretch
that curiosity muscle while you
discover and learn about nature on
our preserves.
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Yes, We Are Accredited!Yes, We Are Accredited!
It's a big deal and a lot of work, but it's important for you to
trust our ability to steward with trust and integrity.

This accreditation seal was awarded to Avalonia Land
Conservancy for meeting the highest national standards for
excellence and conservation permanence.

Our Social Lounge. Take a tour and share the love!Our Social Lounge. Take a tour and share the love!
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