Construction is underway on Phase IIIA to add parking
and one block of Race Street at Freedom Way.

T H E B A N K S P R O J E C T M O N T H LY R E P O R T : A U G U S T 2 0 1 5

The Banks Monthly Report:
August 2015
In August, Public Parties held a groundbreaking ceremony
on the site of Phase IIIA, where contractors completed site
preparation, installed the shoring system, and completed test
piles. The Developer’s team continued progress on Radius
apartments and on the GE Building.
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PUBLIC PARTIES CONSTRUCTION
Public Safety
• Security camera monitoring continued, with minor
adjustments until close-out.
Bid Package 12-1
•BP12-1 close-out is underway.
Lot 2 Podium Fit-Out
• Contractor completed 80% of the ceiling painting
by the end of the month.
Ohio River Walk
• Contractor completed punch list items, with
close-out to follow.

Hamilton County Commission President Greg Hartmann (left) and Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley (right)
sound the air horns to cue the auger.

Phase IIIA
• Mayor Cranley and County Commission President
Hartmann used air horn blasts to cue the auger to
officially break ground on Phase IIIA on August 25.
• Prus Construction completed removal and
relocation of existing light poles and demolition of
light pole bases. Further, Prus crews installed the
partition wall in the existing garage.
• Beaty Construction completed installation of the
shoring system and the test piles. Beaty workers
are currently excavating for piles. Two cranes are
on site for drilling production piles.

Aerial view of Phase IIIA as contractors begin work on auger cast piles.
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ECONOMIC INCLUSION
The latest Public Parties construction Economic
Inclusion information documents results through
June 30, 2015 for Phase IIA.
With the start of Phase IIIA, all workforce
information for July and August will be reported
separately for both Phase IIA and Phase IIIA and
published as part of the September Monthly
Report.
Economic Inclusion information for professional
services (through August 31) and overall results
through June 30 are available here.
http://thebankspublicpartnership.com/sites/
default/files/economic-inclusion-aug2015.pdf

Phase IIIA construction workers are in position to assist with the auger drill.
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SAFETY
A total of 462,675 hours has been worked without
a lost-time incident on Phase 1 and Phase 2a Public
Parties construction through August 31, 2015.
Developer’s Phase IIA construction crew worked a
total of 391,881 hours without a lost-time incident
April 28, 2014 through August 31, 2015.

BUDGET
As of August 31, 2015, Phase 2a Budget for Public
Parties Construction remained within the published
Construction Budget amount of $56.1 million.

Developer’s team works on cementitious panel
installation on Radius apartments.

Auger cast pile drilling underway in a
section of Lot 24.

Phase 2a budget expended to date is 98.23%.
As of August 31, Phase IIIA Budget was within the
published Construction Budget amount of $29.3
million. To date, a total of 4.88% of the budget has
been expended.
Budget spreadsheet, project report as well as
approved and potential change orders for Phase 2a
and Phase IIIA for the month are available.
http://thebankspublicpartnership.com/sites/default/
files/budget-aug2015.pdf

SCHEDULE
All Public Parties construction work remained on
schedule through August 31, 2015.

Stakeholders and media reporters gathered to witness the Phase IIIA groundbreaking ceremony.
THE BANKS PROJECT MONTHLY REPORT: August 2015

5

DEVELOPER
At the Radius apartments, cementitious panel
installation is substantially complete on the
courtyard and east elevations of the building. The
panel crews are mobilized on the Freedom Way
and Race Street elevations, and gearing up for
work to start on the Second Street elevation. Panel
painting is ongoing at the courtyard and east
elevations. The majority of balcony handrails have
been installed.
Interior unit framing and rough-in have reached
the top floor of the apartment building. Drywall
is being installed at the seventh level. Finish
trades—including painting, cabinetry, ceramic tile,
and flooring subcontractors—are wrapping up
their work on the fourth floor and are mobilized
on the fifth. The MEP trim-out work will follow
completion of finishes on each floor as will the
accessory and appliance contractors. Elevator
installation is nearing completion.
At the GE Building, glass has been installed
through the seventh level. Elevator installation is
underway. Drywall work at the core has begun.
Interior tenant construction is slated to begin at
the end of October.

Radius apartment pool takes shape.

The tower crane for both GE Building and Radius
will be dismantled in September.

Glass installation at the GE Building.
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PARKS
Smale Riverfront Park construction is complete for
the time being. All features east and west of the
Roebling Bridge continue to draw visitors to the
riverfront.
Planning of future phases of Smale Riverfront Park
continues.

Visitors to Smale Park enjoy the family swings.

Segway tours roll past the Labyrinth in Smale Park.
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COMMUNICATIONS
For August, media coverage included 51 broadcast/
digital and four digital/print stories featuring
infrastructure/public partnership. A total of 13
broadcast/digital stories and five digital/print
stories and/or mentions appeared regarding
development.
http://thebankspublicpartnership.com/sites/
default/files/media-summary-aug2015.pdf
Social media activity for the month included
34 posts to Twitter @IBackTheBanks. Retweets,
mentions and favorites totaled 176 with 49 new
followers.
Phil Beck, Project Executive, presented The Story
of The Banks as part of a panel discussion for the
All-Ohio Business Improvement District Conference
in Cincinnati on August 6. Members of Downtown
Cincinnati Inc. toured The Banks and Smale
Riverfront Park on August 13.
Scene at one entrance to Central Riverfront Garage on a Reds gameday.

Reporters and videographers cover the Phase IIIA groundbreaking ceremony.
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WHAT’S NEXT
Contractors for the Public Parties will continue
with auger cast pile construction for Phase IIIA.
Contractors for pile caps and underground plumbing
are scheduled to mobilize on the Phase IIIA site in
September. Developer will continue work on exterior
and interior finishes to Radius apartment structure,
while making further progress on the GE Building
exterior finish, interior mechanical and other core
work. Smale Riverfront Park future phases will
continue in the planning phase.

View from the Roebling Bridge of The Banks under construction, looking northwest.

Phil Beck
The Banks Project Executive
(513) 946-4434
www.thebankspublicpartnership.com
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