
No Pressure Book Group Suggestion List- October 2020 
 

The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
3rd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade suggestions and 
generally talk books. All are welcome!  
 
Here’s what we were reading and recommending in October… 
 

Fiction 
 

My Dear Hamiliton and America’s First Daughter  
by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie 
 
Two historical fiction novels focusing on early American history 
from the point of view of prominent women in history. 
 

 
 

 Trinity by Leon Uris 

 
A sweeping and powerful epic adventure that captures the "terrible beauty" of 
Ireland during its long and bloody struggle for freedom. 
 
 
 

 
White Houses by Amy Bloom 

 
A historical fiction novel focusing on the relationship between Eleanor Roosevelt 
and her longtime friend Lorena Hickok. 
 
 

 
The Water Keeper  by Charles Martin 

 
A riveting and breathless boat trip down the Florida Intercoastal Waterway… 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41014257-my-dear-hamilton?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=PWpptQkZCY&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25817162-america-s-first-daughter
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42696.Trinity?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8JquZP378C&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35876524-white-houses?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=6wjYDdcqO6&rank=4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52770387-the-water-keeper?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jQXHr8NQHq&rank=1


 

Rebecca by Daphne de Maurier 
 
The novel begins in Monte Carlo, where our heroine is swept off her feet by the 
dashing widower Maxim de Winter and his sudden proposal of marriage….Read 
the book that inspired the recently released movie. 
 
 
There There by Tommy Orange 
 
This novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: all traveling to 
the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet 
realize. Great on audio as well. 
 

 
  
Sin Killer (Berry Bender Narratives #1) by Larry McMurtry  
 
The first in a four-volume epic journey through the early American frontier, 
featuring the Berrybender family, English nobility adrift in the American West in 
the 1830s. 

 
 
Deacon King Kong by James McBride 
 
In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church deacon shuffles into the 
courtyard of the Cause Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 
from his pocket, and in front of everybody shoots the project's drug dealer at 
point-blank range. One of the New York Times Top Ten Books of the Year. 
 

 
 
Natches Burning, Bone Tree, Mississipi Blood (Trilogy)- Greg Iles 
 
Natchez Burning is the first installment in an epic trilogy that interweaves 
crimes, lies, and secrets past and present in a mesmerizing thriller featuring 
Southern lawyer and former prosecutor Penn Cage. 

 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17899948-rebecca?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Vbj2T2sJY6&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36692478-there-there?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=kECovvnvVh&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54818.Sin_Killer?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=3KrDsMz8b2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51045613-deacon-king-kong?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=KwDzfalN0m&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18505832-natchez-burning?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=3SWYXBsulV&rank=2


Graphic Novels 
 
March (series) by John Lewis, Andre Aydin and Nate Powell 
 
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis lifelong struggle for civil and 
human rights. Rooted in Lewis personal story, it also reflects on the highs and 
lows of the broader civil rights movement. This series was The Vermont 
Humanities Council’s 2019 Vermont Reads Pick.  
 

 
The Watchman (series) by Alan Moore 
 
When a Comedian dies, it sets into motion a series of events that forever 
changes the world. This 12-issue series, first published in the 1980’s, is 
considered a defining classic of the graphic novel genre. 
 
 

 

Non-Fiction 
 
Raven’s Witness: The Alaska Life of Richard K. Nelson by Hank 
Lentfer 
 
Before his death in 2019, cultural anthropologist, author, and radio producer 
Richard K. Nelson's work focused primarily on the indigenous cultures of 
Alaska and, more generally, on the relationships between people and nature. 
This is his story. 
 
 
Radical: The Science, Culture and History of Breast Cancer in 
America by Kate Pickerty 
 
The science, culture and history of breast cancer as told by a reporter who 
survived it. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29844341-march
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/472331.Watchmen
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51359971-raven-s-witness?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=1JrTTQ8tFz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43885028-radical?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=528kLXiJLv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43885028-radical?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=528kLXiJLv&rank=1


 
Rage by Bob Woodward 
 
A behind the scene look into the Trump presidency from journalist Bob 
Woodward. 
 
 
 
Promise Me Dad by Joe Biden 
 
A memoir from President-Elect Joe Biden, chronically the year he lost his eldest 
son to brain cancer while serving as vice-president. 
 
 

 

Favorite Authors: 
 

 
Jaqueline Winspear 
 
A British author most well known for her Maisie Dobbs series, a historical 
mystery series set in 1920’s London. 
 
 

 
 
Archer Mayor 
 
A novelist, police officer, death investigator and Vermonter, Archer Mayor is 
30+ books into his Joe Gunther thriller series. Vermont’s own brand of crime 
fiction! 

 
 
 
Walter Mosley 
 
The New York City author of the Easy Rawlins mysteries, as well as numerous 
other works, from literary fiction and science fiction to a young adult novel. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53317913-rage?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=UqnyvlqMZd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35633343-promise-me-dad?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=to6k73eA27&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5023.Jacqueline_Winspear?from_search=true&from_srp=true
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/52067.Archer_Mayor?from_search=true&from_srp=true
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/20850.Walter_Mosley?from_search=true&from_srp=true

