
No Pressure Book Group Suggestion List- November 2020 
 

The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
3rd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade suggestions and 
generally talk books. All are welcome!  
 
Here’s what we were reading and recommending in November… 

 
Fiction 

 
 
Anxious People by Frederik Backman 
 
A novel about a crime that never took place, a would-be bank robber who 
disappears into thin air, and eight extremely anxious strangers who find they 
have more in common than they ever imagined… 

 
 
 
 
American Dirt by Jeanne Cummins  
 
The story of a middle class Mexican bookseller and her daughter on a journey 
north to escape a Mexican drug cartel. 

 
 
 

 
 
When We Were Young and Brave by Hazel Gaynor 
 
A novel set in China during WWII, inspired by true events surrounding the 
Japanese Army’s internment of teachers and children from a British-run 
missionary school. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49127718-anxious-people?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BeQXZqCAAs&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45046527-american-dirt?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=AhX4AkGqWo&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50358061-when-we-were-young-brave?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=CxUHX11wxx&rank=1


 
 
The Flight of Gemma Hardy by Margot Livesey 
 
Set in Scotland and Iceland in the 1950s and '60s, this novel, considered an 
“homage to Jane Eyre”, follows the young orphan Gemma Hardy as she finds 
her place in the world.    
 
 
Fool by Christopher Moore 
 
A hilarious take on William Shakespeare's King Lear...as seen through the eyes 
of the foolish liege's clownish jester, Pocket. 

 
 
 
 
Cat’s Table by Michael Ondaatje 
 
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in Colombo boards a ship bound for 
England. At mealtimes he is seated at the "cat's table" - as far from the 
Captain's Table as can be - with a ragtag group of "insignificant" adults and two 
other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin…. 
 
 
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 
 
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: she struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to 
say exactly what she’s thinking. Follow this out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose 
deadpan weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey… 
 
 
 
 
Fair Warning by Michael Connolly 
 
The new thriller from #1 New York Times bestselling author Michael Connelly. 
Jack McEvoy, the journalist who never backs down, tracks a serial killer who 
has been operating completely under the radar--until now…. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12002819-the-flight-of-gemma-hardy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=a4GWLPfXTH&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3684856-fool?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=FSQDaz0nzf&rank=7
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11076177-the-cat-s-table?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=xcJiepvKke&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31434883-eleanor-oliphant-is-completely-fine?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=gEi2cHZCiE&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48985654-fair-warning?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=YAWydOJw7k&rank=1


 
 

 
Whale Rider by Witi Ihimaera  
 
Eight-year-old Kahu, a member of the Maori tribe of Whangara, New Zealand, 
fights to prove her love, her leadership, and her destiny. This book was 
mentioned as one of the few in which the book and movie are equally good! 
 
 

 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World Before and After Jesus  
by Thomas Cahill 
 
Thomas Cahill takes up his most daring and provocative subject yet: Jesus of 
Nazareth. The third volume in the Hinges of History series, this unique 
presentation of Jesus and his times is for believers and nonbelievers alike 
 
 
 
Becoming by Michelle Obama  
 
The widely read and widely enjoyed memoir from former first lady Michelle 
Obama. Audio was particularly recommended, as the author reads her own 
story. 

 
 
 
 
Educated by Tara Westover 
 
Came up in discussion as another widely read and widely enjoyed memoir. 
Written by a woman who grew up among survivalists in the mountain of 
Idaho, about her journey to find her own education. 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/133497.The_Whale_Rider?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=9a744BXUYt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/775405.Desire_of_the_Everlasting_Hills?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=QOxlmgZfDz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38746485-becoming?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=tqGWPwsV8O&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38746485-becoming?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=tqGWPwsV8O&rank=1


The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Journey of America’s Great 
Migration by Isabel Wilkerson 
 
Pulitzer Prizewinning author Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great 
untold stories of American history: the decades-long migration of black 
citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities, in search of a 
better life.  
 
 
 
The Lost Words by Robert MacFarlane 
 
A beautiful, large format collection of poetry and artwork inspired by the loss 
of words that represent the natural world from our modern day lexicon.  
 
 

 
 
Favorite Authors: 

 
Marcia Muller 
 
Marcia Muller has authored over 35 novels-- three of them in 
collaboration with husband Bill Pronzini-- seven short-story 
collections, and numerous nonfiction articles. In 2005 Muller was 
named a Grand Master by the Mystery Writers of America, the 
organization's highest award. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8171378-the-warmth-of-other-suns?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=KyQAf5TtlC&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8171378-the-warmth-of-other-suns?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=KyQAf5TtlC&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34837005-the-lost-words?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=KS305YlDWT&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/644.Marcia_Muller?from_search=true&from_srp=true

