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Dec. 6, 2020; Text: Isaiah 40:1-11, 2Peter 3:8-15a; God is comforting; Rev. Sun Joo 

Lee 

Today’s passages are Isaiah 40: 1-11. I would like to let you have in music, 

Handel’s Messiah.  

According to the Wikipedia, 

The Messiah is an English-language oratorio composed in 1741 by George 

Frideric Handel, with a scriptural text compiled by Charles Jennens from the 

King James Bible, and from the Coverdale Psalter, the version of the Psalms 

included with the Book of Common Prayer…In Part I, the Messiah's coming 

and the virgin birth are predicted by the Old Testament prophets. The 

annunciation to the shepherds of the birth of the Christ is represented in 

the words of Luke's gospel. Part II covers Christ's passion and his death, his 

resurrection and ascension, the first spreading of the gospel through the 

world, and a definitive statement of God's glory summarized in the 

"Hallelujah". Part III begins with the promise of redemption, followed by a 

prediction of the day of judgment and the "general resurrection", ending 

with the final victory over sin and death and the acclamation of Christ.i 

In Part I, the first song is based on Isaiah 40.  

Let us hear the first part of Hendel’s Messiah. https://youtu.be/gE-jg4uf8Cc 

What do you feel? Are you comforted? Are you consoled? 

Isaiah 40 is the first chapter of the second part of the book of Isaiah, which is the 

message of comfort and hope. 

The book of the Isaiah is divided into two parts. The first part is chapters 1-39 that 

are words of judgement and punishment for sin. Isaiah called the people of Judah 

to turn from their sins and warned them of God’s judgment and punishment. The 

second part is chapters 40-66 that are words of comfort. It is a message of 

forgiveness, comfort, and hope. The message of hope looks forward to the 

coming of the Messiah. God freely offers forgiveness to all who turn to him in 

faith. This is God’s message of comfort to us because those who heed it find 

eternal peace and fellowship with him.  
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Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, was defeated by Babylon in 586 B.C. The 

temple in Jerusalem was destroyed and the Judeans were taken into exile. 

Babylon was conquered by Persian King Cyrus in 539 B.C. In 538 B.C, King Cyrus 

allowed the first return of Judean exiles to Jerusalem. God used the pagan King 

Cyrus to release Judeans from the Babylon captivity.  

In Isaiah 40, the prophet Isaiah speaks of events that will occur after the captivity.  

The prophet Isaiah here comforts the remnant Judeans coming back to Jerusalem 

instead of warning the people of impending judgement.  

V.1--comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Comfort, O comfort my people, 

    says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term, 

    that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 

all her sins. 

God allowed the Judeans to be taken into exile to punish their sins against God as 

a way to discipline them, not to bring them into total destruction. God wants to 

restore God’s people to God and redeem them and comfort them.  

V.3 says, A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Preparing a straight highway means removing obstacles in our hearts. The desert 

represents the world and life with trials and sufferings.  

How is your heart or life? Is it like a straight highway? No obstacles, pitfall, rocks? 

Is it like a crooked, broken, muddy, rocky and twisted way? Or is it like there 

seems to be no way in a wildness or desert? 

 

V.4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
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    and the rough places a plain. 

5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

God can make our way straight, God can make the uneven ground level, the 

rough places a plain. God can restore, repair, renew our hearts/our ways as we 

are preparing the way for the Lord in the desert, in our trials and suffering and 

pains.  

How can we prepare the way for the Lord? How can we remove the obstacles in 

our ways? 

 

v.6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

    surely the people are grass. 

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 

People are compared here to grass and flowers that wither away. We are mortal 

and fragile. But God’s word is eternal and unfailing. Only in God’s eternal word 

will we find lasting solutions to our problems and needs.  

 

God comforted the remnants coming back from the Babylon captivity and made 

their ways straight for them to show God’s glory to all mankind. He fed them like 

a shepherd. 
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v. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The Judeans were taken away from their land and taken into the exile. They lost 

everything-their land, temple, possessions. They were in despair with no hope. 

Yet God gathered them again like a shepherd in his arms and comforted them 

with hope through the prophet Isaiah.  

 

Sometimes in our desert, wilderness, we do feel like we lose everything in our 

lives, like the remnant. We feel like there is no hope, no possibility, no power, and 

no reason to live when we look around at the circumstances. We are like grass 

and flowers that are weak and helpless. But with the word of God that stands 

forever, we can experience again God’s comfort, power, restoration, and 

guidance.  

Are you in the desert?  

How would you make your way straight in the wilderness? 

 

 
i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_(Handel) 


