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Nov. 29,20 ; Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37; The place is a mess; Rev. Sun Joo Lee 

 

It is already almost the end of the year 2020.  

Has the year 2020 been too slow? Too swift?  Too long? Too short? 

I would like to share a poem by Henry Van Dyke who was an American author, educator and 

clergyman, born in 1852 in Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

The title is the time is 

Time is  

Too slow for those who wait, 

Too swift for those who fear, 

Too long for those who grieve, 

Too short for those who rejoice 

But for those who love 

Time is not 

In other version says, time is eternity. 

 I wish I could go back to a few years back, yet it is not optional. I wish I could be in heaven soon, 

yet it is not optional either. I realize again and remind me that living at the present time to love 

God and others is the only best option that makes me alive and well. And it is also God’s will 

that leads to eternal relationship with God and with my beloved ones.  

 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  

Advent is a season of four weeks including four Sundays. Advent is a season of waiting and 

preparation. Advent derives from the Latin adventus, which means “ coming” The season 

proclaims the comings of the Christ- whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who 

comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate. 

As we are waiting for the coming of the Jesus Christ and anticipate it, what should we prepare?  
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Today’s passage, Mark 13:24-37 says about the coming of the Son of Man, specifically what he 

will do.  He will gather his elect as verse Mark 13:27, when he will come, and what we need to 

do-beware, keep alert.  

Mark 13: 24-37 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light, 

25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he[a] is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 

The Necessity for Watchfulness 

 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;[b] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you 

do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what 

I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” ( NRSV) 
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Keep awake means 

1. to watch ( NIV), Stay alert (NASB), CEB 

2. give strict attention to, be cautious, active, be vigilant 

How can we watch, stay alert, watch for Jesus, give strict attention to, be cautious? 

I think that we can be on the alert  

1. by having the word of God that will not pass away although heaven and earth 

will pass away. 

2. By praying day and night 

3. By loving God and others. 

 

Isaiah 64: 8  

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand. 

The city of God, Jerusalem, was on the heap of ashes, in desolation and despair 

The barn where Jesus was born is like our hearts that are filthy, messy, and smelly. 

Our Potter, Creator, can cleanse our hearts, can change, mold, and shape us.  

Our Potter can heal and renew, reconstruct, and redeem us.  

 

While waiting for Jesus, and rejoicing with Jesus, although we are sometimes in fear, grief, 

sorrow, let us continue to love God and others with all our hearts, minds, souls and strengths.  

When we love, time is eternity. When we love, our life is eternity.  


