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Oct. 4,2020; Text: Acts 2:42-47; A Community of Faith; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

 

We have formed a visioning team to review our church’s mission and vision 

statement. We endeavor to find and know what ministers or specific actions we 

need to focus and emphasize based on our current mission and vision statement 

in this changing and challenging time now and in the future. I do appreciate the 

visioning team’s effort and time on behalf of our church. 

When we met last time via zoom, we looked together at Acts 2:42-47 and found 

that the early church Christians focused on sharing as the church in the time of 

persecution by their own people, Jewish people because of their conversion to 

Christianity. They were oppressed by the Roman Empire.  We can see the early 

church Christians overcame their hardship by gathering together at their homes, 

sharing their time for worship and pray, possessions, and financial resources, and 

sharing the Word of God. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. [43] And awe came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. [44] And all who 

believed were together and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling 

their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. [46] And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 

their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, [47] praising 

God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 

by day those who were being saved. 

The early church Christians were (v. 42) “devoted”; they were dedicated; they 

were committed. 42: “they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

 First of all, the church was devoted to “the apostles' teaching.” they were 

devoted to God's word, to right teaching or doctrine, to being taught, to growing, 

to maturing, and to being led by the Apostles. 
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“the apostles’ teaching” included what they had learned from Jesus as well as a 

strong emphasis on the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 

Second, the church was devoted to “the fellowship.” being devoted to “the 

fellowship” means being devoted to community, to life together, to loving, 

supporting, and encouraging one another as the people of God, as the family of 

God. 

The word fellowship in Greek is Koinonia which means sharing.  Paul used it to 

speak of the fellowship that Christians enjoy with Christ: “God is faithful, through 

whom you were called into the koinonia (fellowship) of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9). God calls us because God wants to share God’s 

goodness and God’s love with us. We Christians as brothers and sisters in Christ 

share that love in our fellowship with one another. 

Romans 15:26 says, “26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a 

contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem.” 

Hebrews 13:16 says, “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 

with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

Proverb 19:17 says, “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will 

reward them for what they have done.” 

Third, we read in v. 42 that the early church was devoted to “the breaking of 

bread and prayers.” While “breaking bread” might have included regular meal 

together. And it also means the Lord's Table, which was celebrated as part of a 

larger community meal. So this area of devotion focused on things like gathering 

together regularly, observing the Lord's Supper, worshiping together, singing, 

giving thanks, prayer. 

Obviously, we cannot do exactly what the early church Christians did in this time 

of pandemic, which may be a new form of persecution to Christian community 

because it prevents us from having fellowship as freely as we want, study 

together, have meal together, and pray together in-person meeting. 
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Yet we can continue to do it in different ways that are possible for us in this 

pandemic. The visioning team is trying to find out creative, adaptable, and flexible 

ways in order to strive to minister one another. 

As the early church Christians continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread and prayer during the time of persecution,  

we continue steadfastly to worship in-person and online. We continue study 

Bible: we have a Bible study on Thursday at 11am. We have women’s Bible study 

on Thursday. We continue to have fellowship via zoom on Wed. night at 7pm and 

we do have hiking once a month and women’ breakfast via zoom. We continue to 

have communion once a month here and virtually. We pray together via phone 

prayer chain, share prayer requests via email.  We have started 40day prayer fall 

festival. We pray with a Bible verse every day for 40days since Oct. 1 till Nov. 9 at 

home and at the church at 9am every day. 

We continue to seek God and continue to love God while worshiping, studying the 

Word of God, taking care of one another by sharing what we have-our time, 

talent, and treasure. 

We are the church, the body of Jesus Christ. He shared his whole life for us. As the 

part of the church, we also share what we have received. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 

who was a Lutheran pastor, German theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, says in his 

book entitled Life together, “What God did to us, we then owed to others. The 

more we received, the more we were able to give; and the more meager our 

brotherly love, the less were we living by God’s mercy and love. Thus God Himself 

taught us to meet one another as God has met us in Christ.” 

Many people and churches live with scarcity mentality which refers to people 

seeing life as a finite pie. I or we do not have time, money, talent, ability, and 

good health to do something for others. God does not ask you to give what you 

do not have.  God asks you to share what you have. If you need more to share, 

ask God who always has more than enough for you as you are willing to share 

your time, talent, and treasure with others. Let us live with God who can offer 

infinite and abundant life. 
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Do you see, hear, and feel your brothers and sisters’ need today? 

Would you meet their needs as Jesus has met your greatest and deepest need? 

Who would be the recipient of God’s blessing through you, through your phone 

call, encouraging and kind words? 

 


