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Oct. 10, 2020; Text: Acts 4:23-37; Serving One Another; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

UMC mission statement is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

In order to make disciples of Jesus Christ, we first should be the disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 Who is a disciple of Jesus Christ? What does being a disciple mean to you? 

 A disciple of Jesus Christ is a student of Jesus Christ, who is learning about not any other subject from 

Jesus, but learning about Jesus Christ himself and following his teaching. 

Being disciple of Jesus Christ is simply to be a follower and imitator of Jesus Christ by practicing spiritual 

disciplines through which our faith grows. 

 Such as praying on a daily basis, reading Scripture, fasting, serving, giving on a regular basis, being in 

worship communally and personally, sharing spiritual gifts in the building of the kingdom. 

We all become transforming agents in this world through our spiritual disciplines. 

I hope to see the part of today’s passage Acts 4: 32-36 and learn from the early church Christians what 

they believed and practiced and what we can do also as disciples of Jesus Christ when we follow the 

same Lord Jesus Christ. 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their 

own, but they shared everything they had. 

There was the unity in the Lord, Jesus Christ.  One in heart and mind.  The believer’s loyalty, 

commitment, and love for God. They knew that their possessions did not belong to them. Their 

possessions were not theirs, but God’s possessions.  

The early church was not communism, but the community of unity in Jesus Christ that knew Jesus is the 

Lord who owns everything. Jesus is the owner of their lives, time, talents, and possessions. They shared  

what they had voluntarily. 

 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 

grace was so powerfully at work in them all  

There was continued proclamation of Jesus Christ. The apostles were testifying to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. When we proclaim God through acts of worship, God adds grace upon grace on 

our church and our hearts.  

34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or 

houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  

35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 
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They eliminated poverty among them by sharing what they had. They did not disregard other needs, but 

worked together to meet the needs of others. They contributed for the people’s need to the community 

of faith, at the apostles’ feet and distributed according to the people’s needy hands.  

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 

encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

Barnaba was a respected leader of the church. He was a Levite by birth, a member of the Jewish tribe 

that carried out temple duties. He traveled with Paul on Paul’s first missionary journey. He is well known 

as the man of encouragement. He certainly encouraged others in words and actions. 

What does this text tell you today as you follow Jesus Christ as his disciple? 

What is the underlying principle in this passage? What spiritual practices we can practice? 

 I think that the text does not say that we need to go communist. The text does not say that we need to 

sell our field and property and contribute all to the church. 

I believe the underlying principle of this passage is unity and service.  We are united with one another as 

the church in Jesus Christ Lord.  We need to serve one another especially in the times of need. When we 

are in unity in Jesus Christ, we can overcome our differences, difficulties, and adversaries together by 

serving one another with what we possess such as our time, money, gifts.  All we have, our time, money, 

and gifts are not ours but God’s. We share and serve others by what God gives us. 

When I took a walk last week at the Nepaug Resevior, I had a God’s moment that was unexpected and 

joyful.  A boy who may be about two years old came cross to me from his parents.  Even though his 

parents kept calling him, he came to me with an angelic smile and said “hi” with the cutest voice.  He 

was an angel.  The little boy served me with the angelic smile that made my day.  What I have found 

during my walk is that usually, little toddlers, children, and animals are more friendly than adults. The 

little boy served me and taught me no matter how little or young we are, we can still serve one another.   

During this pandemic, all humans including all young children over the whole world go through very 

tough time physically, mentally, emotionally, and financially.  

CDC says, “Communities have faced mental health challenges related to COVID-19, during late June, 

2020, 40% of us adults reported struggling with mental health or substance use.i  Since work place, 

school closed, many people stay home with stress, there are increase of child abuse, neglect, domestic  

violence, intimate partner violence(IPV).   

ubuntu means "I am, because you are". It literally means that a person is a person through other people. 

Ubuntu has its roots in humanist African philosophy, where the idea of community is one of the building 

blocks of society. Ubuntu is that nebulous concept of common humanity, oneness: humanity, you and 

me both.ii We are affecting one another. If you are well, I am well too. If you are suffering, I am suffering 

too.  
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1 Cor. 12:26 says, “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, all the parts 

celebrate with it.” (CEB) 

All people go through this deadly pandemic that impacts and destroys all aspect of human life. We need 

Happy Virus Jesus. We human need one another in this time of challenging time more than ever before. 

Being united in Christ and encouraging one another through prayer, presence, service, gifts, and 

witness.  Would you be a  Barnaba for someone with your possession?  

i https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6932a1.htm 
ii https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/ubuntu-south-africa-together-nelson-mandela/ 

                                                           


